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Int roduction

This study is designed to measure attitudes of a select group of opinion leaders on matters relating
to foreign policy.  The Chicago Council on Foreign Relations has commissioned this important
research quadrennially since 1974.  Harris Interactive was commissioned to conduct the research
for 2002.  The design of the questionnaires was developed by The Chicago Council on Foreign
Relations and a group of professional consultants working together with Harris Interactive.

The summary topline report attached shows results to all questions based on the total sample of
opinion leaders surveyed. In those instances where the same questions were asked in previous
years, a trend measure is shown.

The primary objectives of the study are to define the parameters of public opinion within which
decision-makers must operate and to compare the attitudes of the general public with those of
opinion leaders.  For the purposes of this study, “opinion leaders” are defined as those who are in
positions of leadership in government, academia, business and labor, the media, religious
institutions, special interest groups and private foreign policy organizations.  (A more detailed
description of the sample design can be found in the technical appendix, located at the back of
this volume).  The primary goal of the sample design was to replicate previous studies.

Since 1974, interviews with the general population have been conducted in person.  For the first
time, in 2002, Chicago Council on Foreign Relations is also conducting interviews using a
telephone methodology.  The general population survey was conducted by telephone using a
random digit dialing technique with a national probability sample of 2,862 men and women, 18
years of age and older.   Personal in-home interviews with a national probability sample of 400
men and women aged 18 years of age and older were also conducted.  All interviewing of the
general public was conducted between June 1 and June 30, 2002.  The margin of sampling error
associated with a sample size of 3,262 is plus or minus 1.7% at the 95% level of confidence.

Using an abridged version of the general public questionnaire, a total of 397 interviews were
conducted by telephone with the nation’s opinion leaders between May 17 and July 15, 2002.
This study is a census of top-level decision makers so the margin of sampling error is less
applicable.
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Detailed Findings
Question 1085

Question 1085:   W hat do you feel are the two or thre e bigge st foreign policy problem s fac ing the Unite d
States today ?

1978a 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 C hange
i n %
Poi nts

ISSUES

T er ror ism na na 11 1 1 10 50 +40

M id-East Si tuati on
( Non- speci fic)

47 39 15 29 7 12 38 +26

U nr est i n Isr ael /Isr ael  and Pal estine na na na na na 1 16 +15

India and Pakistan i ssues na na na na na na 14 +14

Arm s C ontr ol
( Nucl ear  w eapons, too m uch m il i tary
equipm ent sol d or gi ven to other countri es) 

16 14 33 6 14 15 9 - 6

T hi rd Worl d Probl ems
( Pover ty, under devel opm ent)

18 17 11 8 5 4 8 +4

W or ld Economy - - 11 8 14 11 21 7 - 14

Str onger  F oreign Pol icy N eeded
( U.S. is comprom ising)

13 14 8 7 16 6 7 +1

C hi na/Relations wi th China/C hi na
Econom y

17 6 1 3 5 9 6 - 3

Inter national  T rade
( Fr ee tr ade w ith all  countri es, som e
countr ies too stri ct wi th tr ade pol i ci es) 

na na 9 18 24 6 5 - 1

T rade (non- speci fi c) na na na na na 2 5 +3

R e- defining Ameri ca’ s R ole i n an unstable
envir onm ent

na na na na na na 4 +4

Iraq
( Saddam Hussein) 

na na na 44 1 18 4 - 14

F or ei gn Rel ations na na na na 1 4 4 - -

C hangi ng R elati ons w i th Afr ican Countri es 18 2 2 1 1 1 4 +3

R el igi ous i ssues/F anati ci sm na na na na na 2 4 +2

F or ei gn Aid
( Too m uch sent to other  countr i es)

4 1 2 2 5 * 3 +3

Situation i n Afghanistan na na na na na na 3 +3

Loss of respect for U .S. abr oad na na na na na na 3 +3

R el ati ons w ith Eur ope na na na na na na 3 +3

AID S/vir us/di sease/w orl d sickness na na na na na na 3 +3

                                                          
a The 1978 question differed slightly.  It read the same as the current question but also included the phrase “...that you would like to

see the Federal government do something about?”
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1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 C hange
i n %
Poi nts

Our  R elati onshi p w ith Isr ael na 2 * 4 3 2 2 - -

Envir onm ent ( envir onm ental  poli ci es, oi l
spi ll s, energy sources) 

na na na 6 4 2 2 - -

Bal ance of Payments
( Tr ade defi ci t, too  much money goi ng out
of country, i mport of for eign products)

19 22 17 5 2 2 2 - -

R ussi a/deal ings wi th Russi a 46 53 46 21 23 13 2 - 11

Imm igr ation
( Il legal  al iens) 

1 1 2 1 3 1 2 +1

W or ld Peace na na na na na 1 2 +1

N ational  Securi ty na na na na na 1 2 +1

Oil  Probl em s
( Oi l shortage, dependency on oi l- pr oduci ng
countr ies) ) 

14 3 1 3 - - 1 2 +1

W ar 
( Threat of war, threat of nucl ear  w ar) 

na 13 6 3 2 * 2 +2

D on’t Under stand F or eign C ul tur e na na na 2 3 * 2 +2

Stay out of the affai rs of other countr ies na na na na na na 2 +2

Gap betw een r ich and poor  nati ons na na na na na na 2 +2

R el ati ons w ith far  East countr i es na na na na na na 2 +2

Global izati on ( non-specifi c) na na na na na na 2 +2

U .S. R ol e as Wor ld Leader /W or l d’ s Pol ice na na na na 6 8 1 - 7

D om estic Probl ems
( Cr im e, unemployment, government waste,
etc.) 

1 2 2 2 2 1 1 - -

Jobs goi ng over seas
( Keep our j obs i n U.S.,)

na na na na 1 2 1 - 1

Latin/South/C entral Ameri ca 5 21 28 6 1 1 1 - -

W eak Leader ship (honesty in
gover nment/doubl e standar ds wi th other 
countr ies) 

na na na 5 19 2 1 - 1

D eval uation of the D oll ar /Money 7 - - 3 1 - - 1 1 - -

U ni ted N ati ons ( r el ati ons w ith U N, U N  not
doi ng its j ob) 

na na na na 2 1 1 - -

H um an Ri ghts Cam paign 7 2 2 2 2 1 1 - -

T oo M uch M i li tar y Invol vem ent i n Other 
C ountr ies

na * 3 4 2 * 1 +1

Industri al  competi ti veness/econom icall y or
techni call y behi nd/decl ini ng pr oductivity

na na na na na na 1 +1

U .S. r el ati onshi p wi th NAT O countri es na na na na na na 1 +1

Lack of tr ust/tr ust between countri es na na na na na na 1 +1

D rugs
( Sm uggli ng, com i ng fr om  other countr ies) 

na na * 2 - - 1 1 - -

bin Laden na na na na na na 1 +1
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1978 1982 1986 1990 1994 1998 2002 C hange
i n %
Poi nts

D eali ng wi th Com muni sm 6 2 4 2 2 * * - -

W e need to help the chi ldr en
( Needy chi l dr en,/chi l dr en of foreign
countr ies) 

na na na na na * * - -

C uba 3 * 1 * 1 1 * - 1

Japan/Asian Econom y/C ri si s na na na na na 13 na - 13

Our  R elati onshi p w ith N or th Kor ea na na na na 4 3 na - 3

Our  R elati onshi p w ith Bosnia na na na na 16 3 na - 3

Impact of F reedom in Eastern Europe na na na 12 1 * na na

H ostages na na na na na * na na

South Afr ica/Apar thei d na na 8 * 2 * na na

Overpopulation na na na na 1 1 na - 1

T he Econom i c Uni fi cation of Eur ope na na na 7 - - 1 na - 1

Our  R elati onshi p w ith Japan na na 1 9 3 1 na - 1

Instabil ity of for ei gn mar kets na na na na na 1 na - 1

Pol iti cs na na na na na 1 na - 1

Kosovo na na na na na 1 na - 1

N eed to Hel p the N eedy
( Non- speci fic)

na na na na na * na na

Keepi ng Peace
( Shoul d have better r el ati ons) 

13 17 5 13 7 6 na - 6

C ountr ies taking advantage of us na na na na 1 3 na - 3

T otal 262 242 226 237 199 192 242 +50

N ote:  T otals e xc e ed 100%  due to multiple r esponse s
na=not a va ila ble 
* = le ss than 0.5% 
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Question 330 (1-9)

Question 330 ( 1-9):  Now I am going to read a list of present federal gov ernme nt program s.  F or each, I 'd like 
you to te ll me  whether y ou fe el it should be  ex pande d, cut bac k or ke pt about the same.

330/1.  Aid to E ducation

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 77 4 18 1 100

1994 59 13 26 2 100

1998 70 11 18 1 100

2002 72 6 20 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +2 - 5 +2 +1

330/2.  Defense Spending

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 15 38 46 1 100

1998 26 32 41 1 100

2002 30 24 46 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +4 - 8 +5 - 1
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330/3.  Social Sec urity

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 11 19 69 1 100

1994 7 25 66 2 100

1998 30 9 57 4 100

2002 30 6 62 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 - - - 3 +5 - 2

330/4.  Military Aid to Other N ations

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 2 75 21 2 100

1994 3 67 27 3 100

1998 4 51 44 1 100

2002 8 40 49 3 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +4 - 11 +5 +2

330/5.  Economic Aid to Other N ations

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 43 21 34 2 100

1994 20 31 45 4 100

1998 38 17 43 2 100

2002 58 14 27 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +20 - 3 - 16 - 1
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330/6.  Health Car e

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 45 18 32 5 100

1998 60 9 30 1 100

2002 67 6 26 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +7 - 3 - 4 - -

330/7.  Programs  to C ombat Violence  and Crime 

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 60 8 28 4 100

1998 50 9 40 1 100

2002 40 6 52 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 - 10 - 3 +12 +1

330/8.  Gathering Intelligence Information about Other C ountr ies

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 16 37 46 1 100

1998 34 15 49 2 100

2002 63 4 33 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +29 - 11 - 16 - 2
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330/9.  Homeland s ecurity

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 53 8 37 2 100

Question 345

Question 345:  Just base d on what you k now, ple ase tell m e your hunch about what percentage of the federal
budget goes to fore ign aid?

Less
than

1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+ Not
sure/

Decline

Total Median Mean

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) ( %) 

Year

2002 29 19 12 8 2 7 - 1 2 - 4 12 4 100 1 5

Question 350

Question 350: What do you think would be an appropriate percentage of the federal budge t to go to fore ign
aid, if any?

Less
than

1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11+ Not
sure/

Decline

Total Median Mean

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) ( %) ( %) (%) ( %) 

Year

2002 9 11 12 11 3 17 1 3 3 1 10 10 9 100 5 7

345.   Foreign Aid

350.   Should go to foreign aid
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Question 355 (1-2)

Question 355 ( 1-2):   Turning to Europe, do y ou think  spending on the following programs by European
gove rnm ents should be ex pande d, cut bac k, or ke pt about the  same ?

355/1.  Defense Spending

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 57 8 32 3 100

355/2.  Economic aid to other nations

Expand C ut Back Keep
Sam e

N ot Sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 57 5 35 3 100
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Question 365 (1-6)

Question 365 ( 1-6):  Now I would like to ask you about how m uch influe nce  y ou think  some  people  and
groups have on U.S. fore ign policy .  Please answe r on a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 m eaning the y are  not at all
influential and 10 meaning they are e xtrem ely influe ntial?

365/1.  The Americ an Public

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 1 3 7 16 15 22 14 10 8 2 2 - - 4.9 5 100

365/2.   Congress

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - 1 2 5 12 16 24 23 10 6 1 6.9 7 100

365/3.  The  Pre sident

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - - - - - - - 4 2 7 17 23 46 1 8.9 9 100

365/4.  The  Secretary of State

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - - - 2 2 8 14 22 23 17 12 - - 7.5 8 100
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365/5.  The  Secretary of Defense

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - - - 1 2 5 10 22 29 18 13 - - 7.8 8 100

365/6.   Interes t Groups

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - 2 5 9 22 17 22 13 4 3 3 6.1 6 100
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Question 370 (1-6)

Question 370 ( 1-6):  Now, using the  same  sc ale, I would like  to k now how much influence you think these 
pe ople or groups should hav e on U.S. foreign polic y.  0 m eans the y should not be  at all influential and 10
me ans the y should be e xtrem ely influe ntial.

370/1.  The  Americ an Public

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 1 - - 1 4 2 21 13 22 18 7 11 - - 6.8 7 100

370/2.   Congress

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - - - 1 3 15 11 21 27 13 9 - - 7.3 7

370/3.  The  Pre sident

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - - - - - 1 2 3 6 21 20 47 - - 8.9 9 100

370/4.  The  Secretary of State

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 - - - - 1 1 2 4 6 15 28 25 18 - - 8.1 8 100
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370/5.  The  Secretary of Defense

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 1 - - 3 3 4 16 14 22 22 8 7 - - 6.7 7 100

370/6.   Interes t Groups

Not at all
influential

0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Extremely
Influential

10

Not
sure/

Decline

Mean Median Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

Year

2002 4 3 10 15 22 27 9 6 3 - - 1 - - 4.2 4 100
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Question 380

Question 380: On the whole, do y ou favor or oppose our giving ec onomic aid to othe r nations?

380.  Attitude  Tow ard E conomic Aid

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1974 na na na 100

1978 90 7 3 100

1982 94 4 2 100

1986 91 7 2 100

1990 90 9 1 100

1994 86 12 2 100

1998 88 10 2 100

2002 90 9 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 +2 - 1 - 1

Question 385 (1-6)

Question 385 ( 1-6):  As I  re ad some  ty pe s of foreign aid, te ll me  whether y ou favor or oppose  them  . . .

385.   E conomic aid

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

385/1.  Food and m edi cal
assistance to people in needy
countr ies

98 2 - - 100

385/2.  Aid that helps needy
countr ies devel op their  econom i es

91 9 - - 100

385/3.  Assistance wi th the
preventi on and treatm ent of AID S i n
poor countr ies

93 5 2 100

385/4.  Aid for bi r th control  i n poor
countr ies to hel p reduce popul ati on
growth

74 23 3 100

385/5.  Aid for wom en’s educati on in
poor countr ies to hel p reduce
popul ati on gr ow th

85 14 1 100

385/6.  Assistance to pr om ote
dem ocr acy abr oad

88 11 1 100
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Question 390 (1-8)

Question 390 ( 1-8):  In partic ular, do you think  ec onomic aid to the following pe ople or nations should be 
increased, dec rease d, or ke pt about the  same ?

390/1.  Egypt

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 18 17 62 1 2 100

1994 7 39 49 2 3 100

1998 na na na na na na

2002 7 32 54 4 3 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -

390/2.  Russia

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na na

1994 40 12 45 2 1 100

1998 na na na na na na

2002 37 12 47 3 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -

390/3.  Israe l

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 4 51 41 3 1 100

1994 4 47 45 3 1 100

1998 na na na na na na

2002 12 40 43 4 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -
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390/4.  Afr ican countries

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na na

1994 40 13 43 1 3 100

1998 na na na na na na

2002 73 5 19 1 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -

390/5.  Afghanis tan

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na na

1994 na na na na na na

1998 na na na na na na

2002 66 5 26 2 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -

390/6.  Pakistan

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na na

1994 na na na na na na

1998 na na na na na na

2002 12 28 32 23 5 --

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -
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390/7.  India

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na na

1994 na na na na na na

1998 na na na na na na

2002 25 10 58 3 4 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -

390/8.  The  Palestinians

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na na

1994 48 14 32 3 3 100

1998 na na na na na na

2002 42 14 29 11 4 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- - - - - - - - - - - -

Question 390 Summary

Increased D ecreased Kept About
the Same

Stopped
Altogether 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

390/1.  Egypt 7 32 54 4 3 100

390/2.  Russi a 37 12 47 3 1 100

390/3.  Isr ael 12 40 43 4 1 100

390/4.  Afr ican countri es 73 5 19 1 2 100

390/5.  Afghanistan 66 5 26 2 1 100

390/6.  Pakistan 32 13 49 3 3 100

390/7.  India 25 10 58 3 4 100

390/8.  T he Pal estinians 42 14 29 11 4 100
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Question 410 (1-10)

Question 410 ( 1-10) : D o you think the  U nited States should or should not have  long-term  m ilitary bases in
the following place s?

410. Attitude  Tow ard Long-Term  Military Bases 

Shoul d H ave Shoul d N ot
H ave

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

410/1.  Ger many 67 31 2 100

410/2.  T ur key 77 21 2 100

410/3.  Japan 64 35 1 100

410/4.  Guantanamo Bay in Cuba 54 42 4 100

410/5.  Uzbekistan 39 56 5 100

410/6.  Saudi  Arabi a 50 48 2 100

410/7.  T he Phi li ppi nes 61 37 2 100

410/8.  Pakistan 40 59 1 100

410/9.  South Korea 78 21 1 100

410/10.  Afghanistan 46 52 2 100

Question 415

Question 415: Curre ntly the  U nited States has about 100,000 troops in We stern E urope .  In your view, is that
too many, too few, or about right?

415.  Troops in Wes tern Europe

T oo m any T oo few About ri ght N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 49 1 48 2 100

Question 420

Question 420: The  U nited States curre ntly has about 44,000 troops in Japan, inc luding O kinawa.  I n your
view, is that too m any , too few, or about right?

420.  Troops in Japan

T oo m any T oo few About ri ght N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 48 3 48 1 100
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Question 430

Question 430: Do you think the E urope an Union plays a more  important and powe rful role as a world le ader
today c om pared to 10 y ears ago, a le ss important role, or about as an important a role as a world le ade r as
it did 10 ye ars ago?

430.   I nflue nce E urope an Union

M or e
i mpor tant

Less
Impor tant

As im por tant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 64 13 22 1 100
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Question 435

Question 435: Do you think Japan play s a more  important and powe rful role as a world le ader today 
compare d to 10 ye ars ago, a le ss important role, or about as important a role  as a world leade r as it did 10
ye ars ago?

435.  Influence Japan

M or e
i mpor tant

Less
Impor tant

As im por tant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 15 58 27 - - 100

Question 455

Question 455: Do you think it will be  best for the future  of the  country  if we tak e an ac tiv e part in world
affairs or if we stay out of world affairs?

455.  US active in world affairs

Active par t Stay out N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 97 1 2 100

1982 98 1 1 100

1986 98 1 1 100

1990 97 2 1 100

1994 98 1 1 100

1998 96 3 1 100

2002 96 3 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts 1998-2002 - - - - - -
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Question 530 (1-20)

Question 530 ( 1-20) : I  am going to re ad to y ou a list of possible threats to the v ital interest of the  U nited
States in the nex t 10 ye ars.  For eac h one , ple ase tell m e if you see  this as a critical threat, an im portant but
not critical thre at, or not an important threat at all.

530/1.  The  Military Pow er of Rus sia

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 20 56 24 - - 100

1994 16 52 32 * 100

1998 19 49 32 - - 100

2002 7 51 42 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 12 +2 +10 - -

530/2.  Economic C ompetition from Japan*

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 63 33 4 * 100

1994 21 65 14 * 100

1998 14 62 24 - - 100

2002 5 48 47 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 9 - 14 +23 - -

                                                          
* Wording in 1990 was “economic power of Japan.”
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530/3.  Economic C ompetition from Europe

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 41 53 6 - - 100

1994 11 62 27 * 100

1998 16 56 28 - - 100

2002 9 58 33 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 7 +2 +5

530/4.  The  Deve lopme nt of China as a world power

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 16 59 25 - - 100

1994 46 47 6 1 100

1998 56 41 3 - - 100

2002 47 47 6 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 9 +6 +3 - -

530/5.  Islamic Fundamentalis m

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 39 52 8 1 100

1998 31 57 12 - - 100

2002 61 36 3 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+30 - 21 - 9 - -
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530/6.  The  Pos sibility of Unfriendly Countries Be coming Nuc lear Pow ers

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 61 36 3 - - 100

1998 67 30 3 - - 100

2002 72 26 2 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+5 - 4 - 1 - -

530/7.  International Terroris m

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 33 58 8 1 100

1998 61 35 4 - - 100

2002 83 16 1 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+22 - 19 - 3 - -

530/8.  Lar ge numbers of immigrants and refugees  coming into the U.S.

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 31 47 22 * 100

1998 18 51 31 - - 100

2002 14 45 41 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 4 - 6 +10 - -
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530/9.   Economic Compe tition from Low -wage  Countries 

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 16 47 36 1 100

2002 7 49 44 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 9 +2 +8 - 1

530/10.  Global War ming

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant D on’t
know/r efused

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 27 46 26 1 100

2002 28 52 20 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+1 +6 - 6 - 1

530/11.  Chemical and B iological Weapons

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 64 33 3 - - 100

2002 67 31 2 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+3 - 2 - 1 - -
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530/12.  AID S, the Ebola Vir us, and other Potential Epidemic s

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 34 55 11 - - 100

2002 48 49 3 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+14 - 6 - 8 - -

530/13.  Tensions  betw een I ndia and Pakistan

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 61 38 1 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -

530/14.  World population growth

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 25 58 17 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -
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530/15.  Financial cris es in other c ountr ies

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 14 77 8 1 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -

530/16.  Globalization

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 22 48 28 2 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -

530/17.  Military conflict betwee n Isr ael and its Arab neighbors

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 73 26 1 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -
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530/18.  Civil war s in Afr ica

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 9 65 25 1 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -

530/19.  Iraq deve loping weapons of mass de struc tion

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 72 25 3 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -

530/20.  Political tur moil in Russia

T ot al Samp le

C ri ti cal Impor tant but
not cr itical

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 na na na na na

2002 26 65 9 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- - - - - - - - - -
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530.   2002 Summar y

C ri ti cal 
T hr eat

Impor tant
But N ot
C ri ti cal 

N ot
Impor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

530/1.  T he m i li tar y pow er  of R ussia 7 51 42 - - 100

530/2.  Economi c com petiti on fr om 
Japan

5 48 47 - - 100

530/3.  Economi c com petiti on form 
Eur ope

9 58 33 - - 100

530/4.  T he development of C hina as a
w or ld power 

47 47 6 - - 100

530/5.  Isl am ic fundamentali sm 61 36 3 - - 100

530/6.  T he possibi li ty of unfri endly
countr ies becom i ng nucl ear 
pow er s

72 26 2 - - 100

530/7.  Inter national  ter r or ism 83 16 1 - - 100

530/8.  Lar ge numbers of i mm i gr ants
and r efugees com ing i nto the
U .S.

14 45 41 - - 100

530/9.  Economi c com petiti on fr om  l ow- 
w age countr ies

7 49 44 - - 100

530/10.  Gl obal  warm i ng 28 52 20 - - 100

530/11.  C hem ical and biol ogical
w eapons

67 31 2 - - 100

530/12.  AID S, the Ebola vi rus, and other
potential epi dem ics

48 49 3 - - 100

530/13.  T ensi ons betw een Indi a and
Pakistan

61 38 1 - - 100

530/14.  W orl d popul ati on gr ow th 25 58 17 - - 100

530/15.  F i nanci al  cr ises in other
countr ies

14 77 8 1 100

530/16.  Gl obal i zati on 22 48 28 2 100

530/17.  M i li tar y confl ict betw een Isr ael 
and i ts Arab nei ghbor s

73 26 1 - - 100

530/18.  C i vi l w ar s i n Afr ica 9 65 25 1 100

530/19.  Ir aq developing w eapons of
m ass destr uction

72 25 3 - - 100

530/20.  Pol iti cal tur moi l in Russi a 26 65 9 - - 100
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Question 535 (1-11)

Question 535 ( 1-11) : The re has bee n som e discussion about the circumstance s that m ight justify  using U .S.
troops in othe r parts of the world.  I'd lik e to ask  y our opinion about some situations.  First, would y ou favor
or oppose  the use  of U .S. troops...

535/1.  If North Korea invaded South Korea

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 57 40 3 100

1994 82 16 2 100

1998 74 24 2 100

2002 82 16 2 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+8 - 8 - -

535/2.  If Ir aq invaded Saudi Arabia

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 89 10 1 100

1994 84 14 2 100

1998 79 20 1 100

2002 82 17 1 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+3 - 3 - -
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535/3.  If Arab force s invaded Israe l

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 70 28 2 100

1994 72 26 2 100

1998 69 29 2 100

2002 77 21 2 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+8 - 8 - -

535/4.  If China invade d Taiwan

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1990 na na na na

1994 na na na na

1998 51 47 2 100

2002 52 44 4 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+1 - 3 +2

535/5. I f the  government of Pakistan requeste d our  help against a radical Islamic
revolution

F avor Oppose N ot
sur e/D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 61 35 4 100
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535/6. To be part of an international peacekee ping force  in Afghanis tan

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 88 11 1 100

535/7. I f the  government of Saudi Arabia requeste d our  help against an attempt to
overthrow it

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 41 51 8 100

535/8. To fight drug lords  in C olombia

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 31 68 1 100

5359. To assis t the  Philippine government to fight terroris m

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 70 30 - - 100
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535/10. To be part of an international peacekee ping force  to e nforce  a pe ace agreement
between Israe l and the Palestinians

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 79 18 3 100

535/11. To stop a government from c ommitting genoc ide and killing large numbers of
its  own people

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 85 10 5 100

Summary:  Favor Use of U.S. Troops in Some Situations

Summary:  Favor U se of U.S. Troops in Some Situations

If Iraq Invaded
Saudi Arabia

If North Korea
Invaded South
Korea

If Arab Forces
Invaded Israel

If China Invaded
Taiwan

YEAR (%) (%) (%) (%)
1978 NA 45 31 NA

1982 na 50 47 NA

1986 NA 64 57 na

1990 89 57 70 na

1994 84 82 72 na

1998 79 74 69 51

2002 82 82 77 52

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-
2002

+3 +8 +8 +1
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Summary:  Favor U se of U.S. Troops in Some Situations

If the
government
of Pakistan
requested
our help
against a
radical
Islamic
revolution

To be part of
an
international
peace-
keeping force
in
Afghanistan

If the
government
of Saudi
Arabia
requested
our help
against an
attempt to
overthrow it

To fight
drug
lords in
Colom-
bia

To assist the
Philippine
government
to fight
terrorism

To be part of
an
international
peacekeeping
force to
enforce a
peace
agreement
between Israel
and the
Palestinians

To stop a
government
from
committing
genocide
and killing
large
numbers of
its own
people

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
YEAR

2002 61 88 41 31 70 79 85

Question 545

Question 545: The re  has bee n som e discussion about whe the r the  U .S. should use its troops to invade  Iraq
and ove rthrow the  gove rnment of Saddam Husse in.  Which of the following positions is closest to y ours?

545.   I nvade  Iraq

The U.S. should not
invade Iraq

The U.S. should only
invade Iraq with UN
approval and the support
of its allies

The U.S. should
invade Iraq even if
we have to go it
alone

Not sure/
Decline

Total

(%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Year

2002 26 49 22 3 100

Question 567

Question 567: Here are  some  positions about the  possible use of nuc le ar we apons by  the Unite d State s.
Whic h one  come s c losest to yours?

567.   U se of nuclear w eapons

The U.S.
should never
use nuclear
weapons
under any
circumstances

The U.S. should
only use nuclear
weapons in
response to a
nuclear attack

In certain
circumstances,
the U.S. should
use nuclear
weapons even if
it has not
suffered a
nuclear attack

Not
sure/Decline

(%)

Total

(%) (%) (%)
Year

2002 22 58 19 1 100



WORLDVIEWS 2002

TOPLINE DATA FROM U.S. LEADERS SURVEY

33

Question 575 (1-20)

Question 575 ( 1-20) : I  am going to re ad a list of possible foreign polic y goals that the Unite d States m ight
have .  For e ac h one  please say whe the r you think that it should be a very important foreign polic y goal of the
United State s, a somewhat important foreign polic y goal, or not an im portant goal at all.

575/1.  Protecting we aker nations against foreign aggress ion

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 30 63 5 2 100

1982 43 52 3 2 100

1986 29 64 4 3 100

1990 28 66 5 1 100

1994 21 68 9 2 100

1998 29 66 4 1 100

2002 27 67 5 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 2 - 1 +1 - -

575/2.  Promoting and defe nding human rights in other c ountr ies

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 35 56 8 1 100

1982 41 54 5 * 100

1986 44 51 6 * 100

1990 45 52 3 * 100

1994 26 65 9 - - 100

1998 41 54 5 - - 100

2002 46 48 6 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+5 - 6 +1 - -
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575/3.  Reduc ing our tr ade deficit with foreign countries

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na 100

1990 62 34 4 * 100

1994 49 42 9 - - 100

1998 34 52 13 1 100

2002 21 56 22 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 13 +4 +9 - -

575/4.  Strengthening the United Nations

Ver y i mpor tant Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 26 49 25 * 100

1982 25 47 28 * 100

1986 22 44 33 1 100

1990 39 50 11 - - 100

1994 33 46 21 - - 100

1998 32 48 19 1 100

2002 28 45 26 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 4 - 3 +7 - -
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575/5.  Combating world hunger

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 67 31 2 * 100

1982 64 35 1 * 100

1986 61 36 3 * 100

1990 na na na na na

1994 41 52 7 - - 100

1998 56 39 4 1 100

2002 59 37 4 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+3 - 2 - - - 1

575/6  C ombating international terroris m

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 74 24 2 - - 100

2002 87 12 1 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+13 - 12 - 1 - -
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575/7.  Maintaining superior military power w orldwide

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 na na na na na

1994 54 37 8 1 100

1998 58 32 9 1 100

2002 52 37 10 1 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 6 +5 +1 - -

575/8.  Protecting the jobs of Americ an workers

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 34 57 7 2 100

1982 43 46 10 1 100

1986 43 43 12 2 100

1990 39 49 12 * 100

1994 50 42 6 2 100

1998 45 46 9 - - 100

2002 35 51 14 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 10 +5 +5 - -
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575/9.  Helping to bring a democratic form of government to other nations

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 15 62 23 * 100

1982 23 57 19 1 100

1986 29 56 15 * 100

1990 26 61 12 1 100

1994 21 65 14 * 100

1998 27 61 12 - - 100

2002 33 57 10 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+6 - 4 - 2 - -

575/10.  Securing adequate s upplies of energy

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 88 11 1 * 100

1982 72 27 1 * 100

1986 72 26 2 * 100

1990 60 37 3 - - 100

1994 67 30 3 * 100

1998 55 40 4 1 100

2002 51 45 4 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 4 +5 - - - 1
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575/11.  Promoting mar ket e conomies abroad

Ver y i mpor tant Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 na na na na na

1994 na na na na na

1998 36 54 9 1 100

2002 27 59 14 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 9 +5 +5 - 1

575/12.  Defe nding our allie s’ se curity

Ver y i mpor tant Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 77 21 1 1 100

1982 82 16 1 1 100

1986 78 21 1 * 100

1990 56 41 3 * 100

1994 60 38 1 1 100

1998 58 38 3 1 100

2002 55 42 3 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 3 +4 - - - 1
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575/13.  Controlling and reducing ille gal immigr ation

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 na na na na na

1994 28 63 9 - - 100

1998 21 58 21 - - 100

2002 22 56 22 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+1 - 2 +1 - - 100

575/14.  Helping to improve the s tandard of living of less  deve loped nations

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 64 33 3 * 100

1982 55 44 1 * 100

1986 46 51 3 * 100

1990 42 54 4 - - 100

1994 28 64 8 * 100

1998 36 56 7 1 100

2002 42 51 7 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+6 - 5 - - - 1
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575/15.  Impr oving the global environment

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 72 26 2 - - 100

1994 49 47 4 - - 100

1998 46 47 6 1 100

2002 43 51 6 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 3 +4 - - - 1

575/16.  Pre venting the spr ead of nuc lear weapons

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 94 6 - - - - 100

1994 90 10 - - - - 100

1998 85 14 - - 1 100

2002 89 10 1 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+4 - 4 +1 - 1
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575/17.  Stopping the flow of illegal drugs  into the Unite d States

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1978 na na na na na

1982 na na na na na

1986 na na na na na

1990 na na na na na

1994 57 36 6 1 100

1998 57 34 8 1 100

2002 45 45 10 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 12 +11 +2 - 1

575/18.  Safe guarding agains t global financ ial instability

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 49 48 3 - - 100

575/19.  Protecting the interes ts of Americ an busines s abr oad

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 23 61 16 - - 100

575/20.  Stre ngthe ning international law  institutions

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot i m portant N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 49 42 9 - - 100
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Summary:  U.S. Foreign Policy Goals (2002)

Ranking of U.S. Foreign Policy Goals (by Very Important)

Ver y
i mpor tant

Som ew hat
i mpor tant

N ot
i mpor tant

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

Goal ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Preventi ng the spr ead of nuclear
w eapons

89 10 1 - - 100

C om bating i nter national  terr or i sm 87 12 1 - - 100

C om bating w or ld hunger 59 37 4 - - 100

D efending our  al li es’  securi ty 55 42 3 - - 100

M ai ntaining superi or  mi li tar y
pow er  worl dwi de

52 37 10 1 100

Secur i ng adequate suppl ies of
energy

51 45 4 - - 100

Safeguar di ng against gl obal
financial i nstabil ity

49 48 3 - - 100

Str engtheni ng i nternati onal law 
and i nstituti ons

49 42 9 - - 100

Promoting and defendi ng human
r ights i n other  countri es

46 48 6 - - 100

Stoppi ng the fl ow of il legal  dr ugs
i nto the U nited States

45 45 10 - - 100

Improving the gl obal  envi r onment 43 51 6 - - 100

H el pi ng to im pr ove the standar d
of li ving of less devel oped nations

42 51 7 - - 100

Protecti ng the j obs of Ameri can
w or ker s

35 51 14 - - 100

H el pi ng to br ing a democr ati c
for m of gover nm ent to other
nations

33 57 10 - - 100

Str engtheni ng the Uni ted N ations 28 45 26 1 100

Promoting m ar ket econom ies
abr oad

27 59 14 - - 100

Protecti ng weaker nations agai nst
for ei gn aggressi on

27 67 5 1 100

Protecti ng the i nter ests of
Ameri can busi ness abr oad

23 61 16 - - 100

C ontr oll ing and reducing i ll egal
i mm igr ation

22 56 22 - - 100

R educi ng our tr ade defi ci t w ith
for ei gn countri es

21 56 22 1 100
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Question 580 (1-4)

Question 580 ( 1-4):  Base d on what you k now, do you think the U .S. should or should not participate in the
following treatie s and agre em ents . . .?

580/1. The  Kyoto agr eement to reduce global warming

Should
Participate

Should Not
Participate

Not
sure/Decline

Total

(%) (%) (%) (%)
Year

2002 63 35 2 100

580/2. The  treaty that bans all use  of land mines

Should
Participate

Should Not
Participate

Not
sure/Decline

Total

(%) (%) (%) (%)
Year

2002 74 24 2 100

580/3. The  treaty that would prohibit nuc lear weapon tes t explosions worldwide

Should
Participate

Should Not
Participate

Not
sure/Decline

Total

(%) (%) (%) (%)
Year

2002 82 17 1 100

580/4. The  agre ement to e stablish an International Criminal cour t that would tr y
individuals for w ar crimes, genocide, or crimes against humanity if their own
country won’t try them

Should
Participate

Should Not
Participate

Not
sure/Decline

Total

(%) (%) (%) (%)
Year

2002 65 33 2 100
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Question 600

Question 600:  In y our v iew, which contine nt is m ore  important to the  U.S., A sia or Europe?

600.   M ore important to U.S. -- Asia or E urope 

Asi a m or e
i mpor tant

Eur ope m or e
i mpor tant

Both equal l y
i mpor tant

( volunteer ed
onl y) 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1994 38 42 16 4 100

1998 37 51 10 2 100

2002 38 47 11 4 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+1 - 4 +1 +2

Question 605

Question 605: In te rms of A me ric an vital intere sts today, whic h country is more  im portant to the Unite d
States–Japan or China?

605.   M ore important to U.S. -- Japan or C hina

Japan more
i mpor tant

C hi na more
i mpor tant

Both equal l y
i mpor tant

( volunteer ed
onl y) 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 48 47 4 1 100

2002 31 64 4 1 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

- 17 +17 - - - -
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Question 610

Question 610:  Ne xt, we hav e a que stion about NATO, the m ilitary  organization of W estern Europe and the
United State s.  D o you feel we should increase our c om mitme nt to NA TO , k ee p our comm itm ent what it is
now, de crease our c omm itment but still rem ain in NATO, or withdraw from NA TO entirely?

610.   C ommitment to NATO

Increase
com mi tment

Keep
com mi tment

sam e

D ecrease
com mi tment

W ithdr aw 
entir ely

N ot sure/
D ecli ne/
r efused

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1974 na na na na na 100

1978 21 65 12 1 1 100

1982 7 79 12 1 1 100

1986 8 77 13 1 1 100

1990 3 35 57 4 1 100

1994 6 57 34 3 * 100

1998 7 64 25 3 1 100

2002 8 69 20 3 - - 100

C hange i n %
poi nts 1998-2002

+1 +5 - 5 - - - 1

Question 625

Question 625: Ple ase tell m e if you agree or disagre e with the  following statem ent: It makes sense for E urope 
and the  U .S. to spe cialize in their role in the  world.  B ec ause the  U .S. has the strongest m ilitary , the  U.S.
should take the lead responsibility and supply most of the force s whe n it com es to m ilitary conflic t.  E urope 
should inste ad em phasize  things like assisting poor countries de velop their e conom ie s and trying to he lp
re construct socie ties after war.

625.  U.S. and Eur opean spec ializ ation

Agr ee D isagr ee N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 23 74 3 100
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Question 645

Question 645: In ge neral, whe n the  United State s is asked to be part of a Unite d Nations international
pe ac eke eping forc e in a troubled part of the  world, do you think  we  should take  part, or should we leave  this
job to other c ountries?

645.  Peace Ke eping

Shoul d take
par t

Shoul d l eave
thi s j ob to other

countr ies

D epends on
cir cum stances

( VOL) 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 79 12 8 1 100

Question 655

Question 655: In ge neral, in responding to inte rnational crise s, do y ou think  the Unite d State s should or
should not tak e action alone, if it doe s not have  the support of its allie s?

655.  Taking action during international cris es

Shoul d act
alone

Shoul d not act
alone

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 44 48 8 100

2002 40 53 7 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 4 +5 - 1
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Question 660 (1-3)

Question 660 ( 1-3):  Thinking about spec ific ste ps that could be tak en to stre ngthe n the  U N ( Unite d Nations) ,
he re  are som e options that have be en propose d.  F or each one, te ll me  if y ou would favor or oppose this ste p

660.   Strengthening U.N.

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

600/1.  Having j oi nt tr ai ning exerci ses of UN 
m em ber  countr ies so that their  mi li tar ies w il l  be
better  prepar ed to w ork together in a com bat
situation

85 14 1 100

600/2.  Having U N mem bers each comm i t 1,000
troops to a r api d deploym ent force that the U N 
Secur i ty C ounci l  can call  up on shor t notice w hen
a cri sis occurs

61 37 2 100

600/3.  Gi ving the U N  the power  to fund i ts
activi ti es by i m posi ng a small  tax on such thi ngs
as the i nternati onal  sale of ar ms or  oil 

43 55 2 100

Question 670

Question 670: Do you fav or or oppose the U .S. ( Unite d State s) paying its U N ( Unite d Nations)  dues in full?

670.  U.N. dues

F avor Oppose N ot sure/ D ecli ne T otal 
( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 87 11 2 100
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Question 675 (1-5)

Question 675 ( 1-5):   D o you favor or oppose the  use of ec onomic sanctions against each of the following
countries?

675/1.  Cuba

Yes, favor 
sancti ons

N o, oppose
sancti ons

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 37 62 1 100

2002 25 74 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 12 +12 - -

675/2.  Iraq

Yes, favor 
sancti ons

N o, oppose
sancti ons

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 76 23 1 100

2002 72 26 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 4 +3 +1

675/3.  Iran

Yes, favor 
sancti ons

N o, oppose
sancti ons

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 54 44 2 100

2002 49 48 3 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 5 +4 +1
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675/4.  North Korea

Yes, favor 
sancti ons

N o, oppose
sancti ons

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 65 33 2 100

2002 60 38 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 5 +5 - -

675/5.  China

Yes, favor 
sancti ons

N o, oppose
sancti ons

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 36 62 2 100

2002 28 70 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 8 +8 - -
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Question 705

Question 705: Should the  U.S. ac tively work to he lp establish a Palestinian state or not?

705.    Palestinian State

Yes N o N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 83 14 3 100

Question 715

Question 715: In the M iddle  E ast c onflict, do y ou think the  United State s should tak e I srael’s side , tak e the 
Pale stinians’ side, or not take eithe r side?

715.   Takes sides in Middle E ast

T ake
Isr ael ’s si de

T ake the
Pal estinians’ 

side

N ot take
either  side

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 25 1 72 2 100

Question 740

Question 740: Ple ase tell m e which of the following state me nts is c loser to y our own view?

740.  Attitude s tow ard M uslims

Because Musli m r el igi ous, soci al and
pol iti cal tradi tions ar e i ncom patibl e
w ith W ester n ways, vi ol ent confli ct
between the two ci vi l izati ons i s
i nevi table

Because most Musli ms ar e l ike
peopl e ever yw her e, w e can fi nd
com mon ground and vi olent confl ict
between the civi li zations in not
i nevi table

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 12 86 2 100
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Question 745 (1-14)

Question 745 ( 1-14) : I n order to c ombat inte rnational terrorism, please say whe the r you favor or oppose
each of the following me asure s.

745/1.  U.S. air s trike s against terroris t training camps and other facilities

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 77 20 3 100

2002 87 11 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+10 - 9 - 1

745/2.  Attacks by U.S. gr ound troops agains t terroris t training camps and other facilities

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 58 39 3 100

2002 81 17 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+23 - 22 - 1

745/3.  Ass assination of individual terroris t leaders

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 34 63 3 100

2002 48 48 4 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+14 - 15 +1



WORLDVIEWS 2002

TOPLINE DATA FROM U.S. LEADERS SURVEY

52

745/4.  Trial of suspected terroris ts in an I nternational Criminal Cour t

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 89 10 1 100

2002 74 24 2 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 15 +14 +1

745/5.  Diplomatic  efforts  to apprehend s uspec ts and dis mantle terroris t training camps

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 97 2 1 100

2002 98 2 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+1 - - - 1

745/6.  Diplomatic  efforts  to improve U.S. relations with potential adversary countries

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 96 3 1 100

2002 97 3 - - 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

+1 - - - 1
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745/7.  Helping poor c ountr ies develop the ir ec onomies

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 92 8 - - 100

745/8.  Working through the UN to strengthen international law s against terroris m and to make
sur e UN members enforce  them

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 91 8 1 100

745/9.  Making a major e ffort to be  even-handed in the Israe li-Pales tinian conflict

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 88 11 1 100

745/10.  Setting up an international sys tem to cut off funding for terroris m

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 97 3 - - 100
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745/11.  Toppling unfr iendly regimes that support terroris t groups threatening the U.S.

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 61 36 3 100

745/12.  Restricting immigration into the U .S.

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 40 58 2 100

745/13.  Using rac ial profiling in air port secur ity c hecks 

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 47 50 3 100

745/14.  Shar ing intelligenc e information with other c ountr ies

F avor Oppose N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 92 6 2 100
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Question 770

Question 770: Which of the following three  positions c ome s close st to your point of vie w?

770.  Fre e Trade

I favor fr ee tr ade and I bel ieve
that i t is necessary for the
gover nment to have pr ogram s
to hel p wor kers lose thei r  j obs.

I favor fr ee tr ade and I bel ieve
that i t is not necessar y for  the
gover nment to have pr ogram s
to hel p wor kers who l ose their 
j obs.

I do not favor
free trade

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 70 21 8 1 100

Question 775

Question 775: Ove rall, do y ou think that c ountrie s that are  part of inte rnational trade  agre em ents should or
should not be required to m aintain minimum  standards for working conditions?

775. Minimum standards for w orking conditions

Shoul d be
r equi r ed

Shoul d not be
r equi r ed

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 89 11 - - 100

Question 780

Question 780: Ove rall, do y ou think that c ountrie s that are  part of inte rnational trade  agre em ents should or
should not be required to m aintain minimum  standards for prote ction of the  environme nt

780. Protection for e nvironment

Shoul d be
r equi r ed

Shoul d not be
r equi r ed

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 87 11 2 100
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Question 799

Question 799: Do you think that the E urope an Union ( EU ) and Japan should be able to require labeling of
ge ne tic ally modifie d food, ev en if this might k ee p c onsum ers from purchasing food im porte d from the  US, or
don’ t y ou think the  European Union and Japan should be  able  to do this?

799.  Food labeling

Shoul d be abl e to Shoul d not N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 79 19 2 100

Question 800

Question 800: Should legal im migration into the  U nited States be  ke pt at its prese nt le ve l, incre ased, or
de creased?

800.  Immigration

Kept at pr esent
l evel 

Increased D ecreased N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 60 21 18 1 100

Question 810

Question 810: Do you believ e that globalization, espec ially  the inc re asing connections of our economy with
othe rs around the  world, is m ostly  good or m ostly  bad for the Unite d State s?

810.  Globalization

M ostl y good M ostl y bad N eutr al/
Equal l y good and

bad

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

1998 87 12 - - 1 100

2002 85 12 2 1 100

C hange i n % poi nts
1998- 2002

- 2 - - +2 - -
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Question 825

Question 825: With regard to missile de fense , do you think the  U S should . . .?

825.  Missile  defe nse

Bui ld a mi ssi le
defense system
r ight aw ay

D o mor e research
until  such a system
i s pr oven to be
effecti ve

N ot buil d a
m issi l e defense
system  at all 

N ot sure/
D ecli ne

T otal 

( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) ( %) 

Year

2002 15 58 24 3 100
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Technical Appendix

Design of the Sample:  Opinion Leaders

The opinion leader sample of the Chicago Council’s study on foreign relations was designed to replicate
opinion leader samples used in previous years.  Wherever possible, the directories used for names, and the
number of names used for each type of opinion leader modeled the 1990, 1994, and 1998 sample design.
The outline below describes each elite sub-sample.

Ho use o f Rep resen tatives & Senat e

65 interviews with Representatives and Senators.  All Representatives’ names were selected from
the Congressional Yellow Book, published by Leadership Directories, Inc., 2002.   (If the House
or Senate member was not available, the interview was conducted with the legislative assistant
responsible for foreign affairs).

Ad ministration 

34 interviews with assistant secretaries and other senior level staff.   The following directory was
used to select names from various agencies and offices dealing with foreign affairs: The Federal
Yellow Book, published by Leadership Directories, Inc., 2002.

Bu siness

38 interviews were completed with vice presidents in charge of international affairs.  The top
industrial corporations in the Fortune 1000 list were included.  Respondents’ names were
provided by idEXEC, a leading supplier of sample for business executives.

Media

59 interviews with television and radio news directors, network newscasters, newspaper editors
and columnists.  The following publication was used for sample:  News Media Yellow Book,
published by Leadership Directories, Inc., 2002.

Labo r L eaders

32 interviews were conducted with presidents of the largest labor unions.  The following
directory was used to obtain the sample:  The Capital Source, published by the National Journal
Group Inc., 2002 and Dun and Bradstreet, 2002.

Ed ucato rs
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75 interviews were conducted with presidents and faculty who teach in the area of foreign affairs
from a list of universities provided by Market Data Retrieval, 2002, a firm specializing in sample
for educational institutions.

Religio us Lead ers

50 interviews were conducted with religious leaders representing all faiths, proportionate to the
number of Americans who worship each faith.  The following directory was used to obtain
names:  Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches, published by Abingdon Press Nashville,
2000.

Sp ecial Interest Group s

23 interviews were conducted with presidents from large special interest groups relevant to
foreign policy.  The following directory was used to obtain names:  The Capital Source,
published by the National Journal Group Inc.,  2002.

Private F oreig n Policy Organizat io ns

21 interviews were conducted with presidents from major private foreign policy organizations.
The following directories were used to obtain names:  The Capital Source “The Who’s Who,
What, Where in Washington:  Think Tanks”, published by the National Journal Group Inc., 2002.


