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Introduction  

 

 

 
The survey of the United States was conducted by Knowledge Networks (KN), a polling, social science, and 

market research firm in Menlo Park, California. The survey was conducted between January 17 and 

February 6, 2008, with a total sample of 1,029 American adults who had been randomly selected from KNôs 

respondent panel and answered questions on screens in their own homes. The margin of sampling error is 

approximately plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. 

 

The survey was fielded using a randomly selected sample of KNôs large-scale, nationwide research panel. 

This panel is itself randomly selected from the national population of households with telephones. These 

households are subsequently provided Internet access for the completion of surveys (and thus the sample 

is not limited to those in the population who already have Internet access). The distribution of the sample in 

the Web-enabled panel closely tracks the distribution of United States Census counts for the U.S. 

population eighteen years of age or older on age, race, Hispanic ethnicity, geographical region, employment 

status, income, education, etc. Poststratification weights are applied to the sample based on gender, age, 

race, education, region, metro area, and Internet access to adjust for any nonresponse or noncoverage 

biases. The panel is recruited using stratified random digit dialing (RDD) telephone sampling. RDD provides 

a nonzero probability of selection for every U.S. household with a telephone. Households that agree to 

participate in the panel are provided with free Web access and an Internet appliance (if necessary), which 

uses a telephone line to connect to the Internet and uses the television as a monitor. For more information 

concerning the methodology of the U.S. sample, please visit the KN website at 

www.knowledgenetworks.com. 

http://www.knowledgenetworks.com/
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Detai led Findings  
Note:  Numbers may not add to 100% due to rounding  

 
 
 
 
 

Question 1  

Question 1:  When you follow the news these days, how interested are you in news about the 
relations of U.S. with other countries ? 

 

1.  Follow News 

 (N=1029) 

 

Very 

interested 

Somewhat 

interested 

Hardly 

interested 

Donôt follow 

the news 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

Year       

1974 50 34 13 3 -- 100 

1978 44 36 15 4 1 100 

1982 45 36 13 4 2 100 

1986 49 34 11 5 1 100 

1990 53 33 9 5 -- 100 

1994 50 38 10 1 1 100 

1998 45 38 14 1 2 100 

2002 (telephone)  62  30  7  0  1 100 

2004 (telephone)  53  34  7  7  0 100 

2004 (internet) 34  49  10  7  0  100 

2006 (internet) 38  46  10  6  0  100 

2008 (internet) 34  48  13  4  0  100 

Change in % points 2006-2008 -4  +2  +3  -0  +0   

 
 

Question 12 (A -F)   

Question 12 (A-F): How proud are you of the U.S. in each of the following areas? 

 
12 (A-F).  Pride in own country in following areas 

 (N=1029) 

                                                 
 Knowledge Networks calculated numbers to 2 decimal places before final rounding on all questions. 
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Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

12/A. Our political system 19 43 27 10 0 100 

12/B. What our economy has done 

for our people 
21 41 28 10 0 100 

12/C. Our scientific and 

technological achievements 
52 43 4 2 0 100 

12/D. Our achievements in sports 36 48 10 5 1 100 

12/E. Our achievements in the arts 

and literature 
33 54 9 3 1 100 

12/F. Our history 51 38 7 3 1 100 

 

 

Question 60  (A-D)  

Question 60 (A-D):  To what extent do you think U.S. shares similar values and a way of life with the 
following countries?   

 
60 (A-D).  Country shares similar values 

 Split Sample: Form B 

(N=527) 
 To a great 

extent 

To some 

extent 

To a little 

extent To no extent 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. China 4 26 39 29 2 100 

B. Japan 14 45 24 14 2 100 

C. South Korea 4 31 38 23 3 100 

D. Indonesia 1 18 48 29 5 100 

 

 

Question 70  (A -H) 

Question 70 (A-H): Please rate your feelings toward the following, with one hundred meaning a very 
warm, favorable feeling, zero meaning a very cold, unfavorable feeling, and fifty meaning not 
particularly warm or cold.  You can use any number from zero to one hundred, the higher the 
number the more favorable your feelings are toward that place.   
 
 

70/A.  North Korea     

  (N=1029) 

 

 Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not familiar 

/ Decline Total 

Year          

1994 34  n/a 4 5 24 12 50 5 100 

1998 36  n/a 2 9 26 13 46 4 100 

2002 (telephone)  34   30  5 10 21 10 49 5 100 
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2002 (internet) 28°  30°         

2004 (internet) 28°  20°  4 5 14 9 52 16 100 

2006 (internet) 23°  20°  2 4 14 9 58 15 100 

2008 (internet) 19.4   10   1 3 10 7 64 16 100 

Change in % 

points 2006-2008 
-3.6  -10  -1 -1 -4 -2 +6 +1  

 
 

70/B.  China     

  (N=1029) 

 Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not 

familiar / 

Decline Total 

Year          

1994 46  n/a 6 21 30 14 26 3 100 

1998 47  n/a 6 20 32 14 24 4 100 

2002 (telephone)  48   50  11 20 30 11 25 3 100 

2002 (internet) 40°  45°         

2004 (internet) 44°  50°  8 16 24 12 27 13 100 

2006 (internet) 40°  50°  5 14 25 13 31 12 100 

2008 (internet) 35   40   5 11 20 10 41 13 100 

Change in % 

points 2006-2008 
-5  -10  +0 -3 -5 -3 +10 +1  

 
 

70/C.  Japan     

  (N=1029) 

 Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not familiar / 

Decline Total 

Year          

1978 56  n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

1982 53  n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

1986 61  n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

1990 52  n/a 12 30 28 8 20 2 100 

1994 53° n/a 13 28 30 7 20 2 100 

1998 55° n/a 17 27 31 8 16 1 100 

2002 60° 61° 23 32 24 6 12 3 100  

2006 (internet) 58° 60° 23 23 22 6 14 12 100 

2008 (internet) 57.9° 60° 25 21 19 4 17 13 100 

Change in % points 

2006-2008 
-0 0 +2 -2 -3 -2 +3 +1  
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70/D.  South Korea     

  (N=1029) 

 Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degre

es 

30-0 

degrees 

Not 

familiar / 

Decline Total 

Year          

1994 48  n/a 4 26 34 10 22 4 100 

1998 50  n/a 10 18 38 12 15 7 100 

2002 (telephone)  46   50   21 32 7 26 6 100 

2004 (internet) 49°  50°  13 18 23 8 22 15 100 

2006 (internet) 44° 50° 8 18 24 7 27 15 100 

2008 (internet) 45.7° 50° 10 20 21 7 26 17 100 

Change in % 

points 2006-2008 
+1.4 0 +2 +2 -3 -0 -1 +2  

 
 

 
70/E.  Taiwan     

  (N=1029) 

 Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degre

es 

30-0 

degrees 

Not 

familiar / 

Decline Total 

Year          

1978 51          

1982 49          

1986 52          

1990 48          

1994 48  n/a 4 26 34 10 22 4 100 

1998 50  n/a 10 18 38 12 15 7 100 

2002 (telephone) 50          

2008 (internet) 46.6  50  10 17 24 7 24 18 100 

Change in % 

points 1998-2008 
-3.4 n/a +0 -1 -14 -5 +9 +11  

 
 

70/F.  Indonesia     

  (N=1029) 

 

 Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not 

familiar / 

Decline Total 

Year          

2006 (internet) 41° 50° 4 12 30 9 26 19 100 

2008 (internet) 40  50  4 10 29 9 28 21 100 



Soft Power in East Asia 2007 

TOPLINE SHELL - COMPARATIVE SURVEYS 
 

9 
 

Change in % points 

2006-2008 
-1 0 +0 -2 -1 -0 -2 +2  

 
 

70/G.  Philippines  (new) 

  

(N=1029) 
 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 48.5  50  10 20 27 7 20 18 100 

 
 

70/H.  Vietnam  (new) 

  

(N=1029) 
 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 38.1  50  4 12 26 9 33 16 100 

 
 

Question 80 (A -D) 

Question 80 (A-D): Please indicate how important you think economic relations such as trade and 
investment with each of the following countries are to the U.S. economy?   Please answer on a 0 to 
10 scale; with 0 meaning not at all important and 10 meaning extremely important.   

 
80.  Importance of economic relations 

  (N=1029) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

80/A. China 6.5 7 11 1 2 2 3 18 5 7 14 8 25 4 100 

80/B. Japan  7.2 8 6 0 1 2 1 16 6 9 17 8 29 4 100 

80/C. South 

Korea 
5.1 5 13 2 6 5 5 27 7 7 8 3 13 5 100 

80/D. EU 7.0 8 7 1 2 2 2 17 5 10 16 8 27 5 100 

 
 

Question 90 (A -D) 

Question 90 (A-D):  When you are considering buying something and you see it is made in 
[country], how does this affect the likelihood you will buy the product?  Please answer on a 0-10 
scale; with 0 meaning that it makes you much less likely to buy the product, 10 means that it 
makes you much more likely and 5 means that it has no effect either way. 
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90. Likelihood of buying products made in certain countries  

  (N=1029) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan 5.5 5 8 1 3 3 4 43 5 9 9 4 9 2.8 100 

B. U.S.  8.5 10 3 0 0 0 0 14 2 4 12 8 56 1 100 

C. China 3.4 4 24 4 8 9 7 35 3 3 2 1 2 2 100 

D. South 

Korea 
4.1 5 14 3 6 7 5 49 5 3 3 1 2 3 100 

 

 

Question 110 (A -D) 

Question 110 (A-D): Do you think U.S. should or should not have a free trade agreement that would 
lower barriers such as tariffs with each of the following countries?1   
 
 

110/A.  Japan   

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 Should have Should not have Not sure/ Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2006 (internet) 47 43 10 100 

2008 (internet) 59 36 5 100 

Change in % points 2006-

2008 
+12 -7 -5  

 
 

110/B. China   

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 Should have Should not have Not sure/ Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2006 (internet) 34 56 10 100 

2008 (internet) 41 54 5 100 

Change in % points 2006-

2008 
+7 -2 -5  

 
 

110/C.  South Korea 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 Should have Should not have Not sure/ Decline Total 

                                                 

1 In 2006, this question was worded as ñDo you think the U.S. should have a free trade agreement that would lower barriers such as tariffs with 

each of the following countries?  
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 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2006 (internet) 39 50 11 100 

2008 (internet) 49 46 6 100 

Change in % points 2006-

2008 
+10 -4 -5  

 

 

Question 120A  

Question 120A: If China, Japan and South Korea were to create a free trade area that lowered trade 
barriers such as tariffs among them, would you want the United States to participate or not 
participate in this free trade area?   
 
 

120A.  U.S. participation in East Asia Free Trade area (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 Yes, I would No, I wouldnôt Not sure/ Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 56 40 5 100 

 
 

Question 153  

Question 153: In your opinion, how likely is it that there will be military conflict in East Asia in the 
next ten years. Please use a 0-10 scale where 0 means there is no possibility for conflict and 10 
means conflict is extremely likely.   

 
153.  Likelihood of East Asia military conflict in the next 10 years (new) 

   

(N=1029) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 5.9 5 5 2 5 7 5 26 7 12 10 3 16 2 100 

 

 

Question 220  (A -D) 

Question 220 (A-D): Please rate the following countries according to how much economic influence 
they have in Asia on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 means they have no influence at all and 10 means 
they are extremely influential.    

 
220.  Economic influence of countries in Asia (new) 

  (N=1029) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   7.3 8 3 1 1 2 2 17 6 9 20 10 23 8 100 
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B. U.S.  7.0 8 3 0 2 2 4 19 7 8 16 8 22 8 100 

C. China 7.6 8 3 0 1 2 2 15 3 7 15 12 31 8 100 

D. South 

Korea 
5.5 5 5 1 3 6 7 30 9 12 10 3 6 9 100 

 

 

Question 230 (A -D) 

Question 230 (A-D): Please rate the following countries according to their military strength in Asia 
on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 means they have no strength at all and 10 means they are extremely 
strong.    

 

 
230.  Military strength of countries in Asia (new) 

  (N=1029) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan  5.5 5 7 2 4 6 6 23 8 12 11 4 7 11 100 

B. U.S.  7.5 8 2 1 2 2 2 14 4 9 13 11 30 10 100 

C. China   7.6 8 4 0 1 1 2 12 4 9 15 11 29 11 100 

D. South 

Korea 
5.3 5 6 2 4 6 9 27 11 10 7 4 5 12 100 

 
 

Question 240   

Question 240: As you know, for some decades the United States has tried to promote democracy 
and human rights internationally. On balance, do you think this has had a positive or negative effect 
in Asia? 
 
 

240. Effect on Asia of U.S. efforts to promote democracy (new) 

 (N=1029) 
 

Very positive 

 

Somewhat  

positive 

Somewhat 

negative 

Very 

negative 

Neither positive 

nor negative 

(VOL.) 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 4 64 26 5 n/a 1 100 

 

 
 

Question 25 0  

Question 250: In your opinion, has U.S. influence in Asia over the past 10 years: 

 
 

250.  U.S. influence in Asia in past 10 years 

 (N=1029) 
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Increased 

Remained about 

the same Decreased 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

Year       

2006 (internet) 29 48 18 5 100 

2008 (internet) 26 50 22 2 100 

Change in % points 2006-

2008 

-3 +2 +4 -3  

 

 

Question 265  (A -D) 

Question 265 (A-D): Please tell me if you think each of the following are having a mainly positive or 
mainly negative influence in Asia: 

 
265. Influence of countries  in Asia (new) 

 (N=1029) 
 

Very positive 

 

Somewhat  

positive 

Somewhat 

negative 

Very 

negative 

Neither positive 

nor negative 

(VOL.) 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. U.S. 13 60 18 3 n/a 6 100 

B. China 8 45 29 10 n/a 8 100 

C. Japan 15 66 9 2 n/a 8 100 

D. South Korea 6 57 24 4 n/a 9 100 

 

 

Question 267  

Question 267: In the future, do you think that China will or will not be the leader of Asia? 

 
 

267. China to be the leader of Asia (new) 

 (N=1029) 
 Will be Will not be Not sure/ Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 68 28 3 100 

 
 
 

Question 268  

Question 268: How comfortable or uncomfortable are you with the idea of China being the leader of 
Asia? 
 
 

268. Comfort with China being the leader of Asia (new) 

 (N=1029) 
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Very comfortable 

Somewhat 

comfortable 

Somewhat 

uncomfortable 

Very 

uncomfortable 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 4 23 44 27 3 100 

 
 

Question 291 (A -G) 

Question 291 (A-G):  Using a scale between 0 and 10 where 0 means not at all and 10 means 
extremely well, please tell me how each of the following statements describes each of the USA, 
China,  Japan and South Korea 
 
 
291/A.  Use of diplomacy to resolve key problems in Asia (new) 

  Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   6.5 7 4 1 3 2 3 19 5 10 14 8 12 20 100 

B. China 3.8 4 16 4 8 8 7 22 5 6 3 0 3 19 100 

C. South 

Korea 
5.3 5 8 2 3 6 5 24 6 8 8 4 7 21 100 

 
 
291/B.  Respect for sovereignty of other Asian nations  (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   6.5 7 4 2 2 2 4 19 4 8 17 9 11 19 100 

B. China 3.7 4 19 2 9 7 7 21 6 4 4 0 4 19 100 

C. South 

Korea 
5.7 5 7 1 3 4 3 22 7 9 11 5 8 21 100 

 
 
291/C.  Help for other Asian countriesõ economic development (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   5.6 5 5 2 4 4 4 24 6 9 11 4 6 22 100 

B. China 3.6 4 16 4 7 8 8 22 5 4 1 1 3 22 100 

C. South 

Korea 
4.4 5 10 2 7 6 5 27 7 7 4 2 2 23 100 
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291/D.  Building trust and cooperation among other Asian countries (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   5.8 6 6 1 3 4 5 21 7 13 11 4 7 21 100 

B. China 3.5 4 17 4 10 8 6 19 5 5 2 0 2 21 100 

C. South 

Korea 
4.8 5 7.7 1.7 5.4 3.7 5.3 26.8 7.7 8.5 5.2 2.5 2.3 23.3 100 

 
 
291/E.  Provides assistance in humanitarian crises (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   6.2 7 5 1 4 2 5 17 5 11 15 7 8 21 100 

B. China 3.8 4 16 3 9 6 5 19 8 4 5 1 2 22 100 

C. South 

Korea 
4.6 5 10 3 5 5 9 22 7 5 7 3 2 23 100 

 
 
291/F.  Provides leadership in international institutions (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   6.3 7 4 1 3 2 4 17 6 11 13 6 11 21 100 

B. China 4.2 5 14 3 8 7 6 18 6 6 6 2 3 22 100 

C. South 

Korea 
4.5 5 9 2 8 6 7 21 8 7 7 0 2 23 100 

 
 
291/G.  Respect for human rights and the rule of law (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 

(N=502) 
 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. Japan   6.5 7 3 1 4 2 3 19 5 7 16 9 13 19 100 

B. China 2.7 2 25 6 10 10 6 14 3 3 1 1 2 19 100 

C. South 

Korea 
5 5 9 2 6 5 4 21 7 9 9 6 3 20 100 
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Questi on 345   

Question 345: Please indicate which of the following is closer to your opinion 

 
345. Countriesõ actions on human rights and rule of law 

 (N=1029) 
 Leading countries should use their 

influence to pressure other countries to 

respect human rights and the rule of law 

Leading countries should not interfere 

in the internal affairs of other countries 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 63 35 2 100 

 

 

Question 347A  (A -C) 

Question 347A (A-C): Please tell me if you think, on balance, companies from the following 
countries make a positive or negative contribution in U.S.  
 

 
347A.  Countries contribution in U.S. (new) 

 Split Sample: Form A 
(N=502) 

 

Very positive 

Somewhat 

positive 

Somewhat 

negative 

Very 

negative 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

A. China 5 36 36 18 5 100 

B. Japan 24 58 12 2 5 100 

C. South Korea 5 55 27 5 8 100 

 

 

Question 355  

Question 355: Do you think that the U.S. military presence in East Asia increases or decreases 
stability in the region? 

 
 

355. Effect of U.S. military presence on East Asia stability (new) 

 Split Sample: Form B 

(N=527) 
 

Increases stability Decreases stability 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) 

2008 (internet) 60 36 4 100 

 
 




