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Survey Findings (Question Ordering and Page Numbering)   

 
 

Question Topic General Population Survey 
Question Number 

Topline Report 
Page Number 

Follow news Q1 4 

Pride in own country Q12 4 

Identity Q41 6 

Share values and a way of life Q60 7 

Thermometer of places Q70 9 

Importance of economic relations Q80 11 

Likelihood of buying products made in certain countries  Q90 13 

Free trade agreements to lower tariffs Q110 15  

East Asia free trade area Q120 17 

U.S. participation in East Asia free trade area Q120A 17 

East Asia free trade area including U.S. Q125 18 

Effect of trade and cultural contact on possibility of conflict Q152 18 

Likelihood of East Asia military conflict in next 10 years Q153 18 

East Asia integration into a regional community Q 170 19 

Influence of countries in Asia Q220 19 

Military strength of countries in Asia Q230 21 

Effect on Asia of U.S. effort to promote democracy Q240 22 

U.S. influence in Asia in past 10 years Q250 22 

Influence of countries on Asia Q265 23 

China to be the leader of Asia Q267 24 

Comfort with China being the leader of Asia Q268 24 

Use of diplomacy to resolve key problems in Asia Q291A 25 

Respect for sovereignty of other Asian nations Q291B 26 

Help for other countriesô economic development Q291C 27 

Building trust and cooperation among other Asian countries Q291D 29 

Provide assistance in humanitarian crises Q291E 30 

Provide leadership in international institutions Q291F 31 

Respect for human rights and rule of law Q291G 32 

Countriesô actions on human rights and rule of law Q345 33 

Companiesô contribution in our country Q347A 34 

Effect of U.S. military presence on East Asia stability Q355 35 

Effectiveness in resolving North Koreaôs nuclear weapons 
problem 

Q360 36 
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Effectiveness in managing China-Taiwan tensions Q370 37 

Countries as future military threat Q450 39 

Effect on China and Japan of U.S. removal of military forces Q456 40 

Country support for U.S. effort to contain Chinaôs rise Q491 41 

U.S. effort to contain Chinaôs rise Q491A 41 

Development of economy influenced by American ideas Q637 42 

Development of other economies influenced by American 
ideas 

Q637A 42 

Spreading of countriesô cultural influence Q680 42 

Influence of popular culture Q681 44 

Influence of countriesô cultures positive or negative Q685 45 

Integrative measures amongst Asian countries Q730 46 

Integrative measures towards Asian countries Q730A (combined with 730) 46 

Countries of preference for childrenôs higher education Q750 47 

Importance of languages to future success Q780 48 

Common history textbook Q782 49 

Frequency of watching movies/television from other countries Q790 50 

Competitiveness of countriesô economies Q795A 51 

Countriesô level of education of population Q795B 52 

Countriesô advancement of science and technology Q795C 54 

Appeal of countriesô popular culture Q795D 55 

Countriesô richness of cultural heritage Q795E 56 

Attractiveness of country as a tourist destination Q795F 57 

Political system of country serve the needs of people Q795G 59 

Country provides opportunities for workforce Q795H 60 

Countries possess influential religious traditions Q795I 61 

Countries possess great entrepreneurial spirit Q795J 62 

Countries have leading multinationals Q795K 64 

Countriesô quality of universities Q795L 65 

Rating of products made in countries Q850 66 

Familiarity with the concept of ñHarmonious Worldò Q860 68 

Effectiveness in promoting ideas about best world order Q905 68 

Government effectiveness in promoting policies to people in 
Asia 

Q910 69 

Success of Chinaôs ñOne Country, Two Systemsò Q915 71 

Comparison of economic systems Q920 71 

Level of difficulty to obtain U.S. visa Q925 71 

American opinion on level of difficulty to obtain U.S. visa Q925A 73 

Effect of Olympics on Chinaôs prestige Q930 73 

Korea-Japan conflict over Dokdo/Takeshima Q935 73 

China-Japan conflict over Diaoyu Tai / Senkakudo Q940 74 

Japanese PM visit to Yasukuni Shrine  Q942 74 

Have you ever met a person Q945 75 
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United States 

The survey of the United States was conducted by Knowledge Networks (KN), a polling, social science, and 

market research firm in Menlo Park, California. The survey was conducted between January 17 and 

February 6, 2008, with a total sample of 1,029 American adults who had been randomly selected from KNôs 

respondent panel and answered questions on screens in their own homes. The margin of sampling error is 

approximately plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. 

 

The survey was fielded using a randomly selected sample of KNôs large-scale, nationwide research panel. 

This panel is itself randomly selected from the national population of households with telephones. These 

households are subsequently provided Internet access for the completion of surveys (and thus the sample 

is not limited to those in the population who already have Internet access). The distribution of the sample in 

the Web-enabled panel closely tracks the distribution of United States Census counts for the U.S. 

population eighteen years of age or older on age, race, Hispanic ethnicity, geographical region, employment 

status, income, education, etc. Poststratification weights are applied to the sample based on gender, age, 

race, education, region, metro area, and Internet access to adjust for any nonresponse or noncoverage 

biases. The panel is recruited using stratified random digit dialing (RDD) telephone sampling. RDD provides 

a nonzero probability of selection for every U.S. household with a telephone. Households that agree to 

participate in the panel are provided with free Web access and an Internet appliance (if necessary), which 

uses a telephone line to connect to the Internet and uses the television as a monitor. For more information 

concerning the methodology of the U.S. sample, please visit the KN website at 

www.knowledgenetworks.com. 

China 

The survey of China was conducted by the international polling firm GlobeScan. The survey was conducted 

between January 25 and February 19, 2008, with a total sample of 1,237 respondents.  All interviews were 

conducted by telephone in Chinese. The sample has a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points. 

The sample is nationally representative of those eighteen years of age or older and was drawn by a 

stratified multistage sampling method. All thirty-one provinces were divided into three strata according to 

their geographical location and their Human Development Index (HDI). The sample was weighted to 

represent the 2005 census, which indicated that 43 percent of Chinese people live in cities or towns and 57 

percent of people live in villages. 

http://www.knowledgenetworks.com/
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Japan 

The survey of Japan was also conducted by GlobeScan. The survey was conducted January 16-29, 2008, 

with a total sample of 1,000 respondents. All interviews were conducted by telephone in Japanese. The 

sample has a margin of error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. The sample is nationally 

representative of those 18 years of age or older. 

South Korea 

The survey of South Korea was conducted by Han-Kook Research Company for the East Asia Institute and 

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs. The survey was conducted between January 22 and February 5, 

2008, with a total sample of 1,029 respondents. All interviews were conducted face-to-face in Korean. The 

sample is nationally representative of those nineteen years of age or older. The survey employed multi-

stage quota sampling of South Koreaôs administrative divisions (Seoul Metropolitan Area, Busan City, 

Daegu City, Incheon City, Gwangju City, Daejun City, Ulsan City, Gyeonggi Province (Do), Gangwon 

Province, Chungbuk Province, Chungnam Province, Junbuk Province, Junnam Province, Gyeongbuk 

Province, Gyeongnam Province (Jeju Island was excluded based on its low percentage of the total South 

Korean population (1.1%), its remote location, and the high costs required to survey in the area). 

Respondents were randomly chosen from among the fifteen administrative divisions based on known age 

and gender distributions from the 2005 Korean Resident Registration Census. Poststratification weights 

were applied based on region, gender, and age. 

Vietnam 

The survey of Vietnam was conducted by the international polling firm GlobeScan. The survey was 

conducted between February 22 and March 8, 2008, with a total sample of 1,000 respondents. All 

interviews were conducted face-to-face in Vietnamese. The sample has a margin of error of plus or minus 

3.1 percentage points. Only residents in and around major cities were sampled because it was considered 

unfeasible to properly sample the rural areas of Vietnam. Some questions asked in other countries that 

were considered sensitive were not included in the Vietnamese sample.  

Indonesia 

The survey of Indonesia was conducted by Synovate. The survey was conducted between January 19 and 

29, 2008, with a total sample of 811 respondents and a margin of error of 3.5 percentage points. All 

interviews were conducted face-to-face in Indonesian. The sample is nationally representative of those 

eighteen years of age or older. The survey employed multistage quota sampling of respondents in Aceh, 

Sumatera Utara, Sumatera Barat, Riau, Jambi, Sumatera Seletan, Bengkulu, Lampung, Dki Jakarta, Jawa 
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Barat, Jawa Tengah, Di Yog Yakarta, Jawa Timur, Banten, Kalimant An Barat, Bali, Sulawesi Selatan, and 

Maluku. Poststratification weights were applied based on region, gender, and age. 

 

A Note on Split Sampling

Some of the questions in the surveys of the United States, Japan, China, and South Korea were split in 

order to enable questioning on a greater variety of topics. There was not split-sampling for the surveys of 

Indonesia and Vietnam. The following is a list of questions that were split sampled according to the country 

surveyed: 

 

United States: Q60, Q110, Q120A, Q291, Q347A, Q355, Q360, Q681, Q685, Q730, Q780, Q795, 

Q860, Q915, Q920, Q925A, and Q930. 

 

China: Q110, Q120, Q125, Q170, Q291, Q347A, Q360, Q370, Q782, Q795, Q860, Q920, Q925, 

Q930, Q940, and Q942. 

 

Japan: Q110, Q120, Q125, Q291, Q347A, Q360, Q370, Q491, Q782, Q795, Q860, Q915, Q920, 

Q925, Q930, Q935, and Q940. 

 
South Korea: Q120, Q125, Q170, Q291, Q347A, Q360, Q370, Q491, Q795, Q860, Q920, Q925, 

Q930, Q935, and Q942. 
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Detailed Findings  
 

Note:  Numbers may not add to 100% due to rounding.  All tables follow the same pattern where the column 

on the far left of the table refers to the ratings provided by citizens of those countries (i.e., China) of another 

country or topic and the first row at the top of the table refers to the country or topic that was rated. 

 

Question 1  

Question 1:  When you follow the news these days, how interested are you in news about the 
relations of [survey country] with other countries ? 

 

1.  Follow News 

 Very 

interested 

Somewhat 

interested 

Hardly 

interested  

Donôt follow 

the news 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 34 48 13 6 0 100 

China 24 48 10 18 1 100 

Japan 28 59 12 1 0 100 

South Korea 32 57 10 1 0 100 

Indonesia 24 46 13 12 5 100 

Vietnam 37 45 12 5 0 100 

 
 

Question 12 (A -F)   

Question 12 (A-F): How proud are you of [survey country] in each of the following areas? 

 
12/A.  Our political system 

 

Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 19 43 27 10 0 100 

China 28 42 17 4 9 100 

Japan 3 20 57 19 1 100 

South Korea 1 9 49 40 0 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 

                                                 
 Knowledge Networks calculated numbers to 2 decimal places for the U.S. survey before final rounding on all questions. 
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12/B.  What our economy has done for our people 

 

Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 21 41 28 10 0 100 

China 27 42 21 5 6 100 

Japan 11 40 36 11 2 100 

South Korea 1 24 47 27 0 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 

12/C.  Our scientific and technological achievements 

 

Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 52 43 4 2 0 100 

China 42 46 8 2 3 100 

Japan 50 41 7 1 1 100 

South Korea 18 66 15 2 0 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 

12/D.  Our achievements in sports 

 

Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 36 48 10 5 1 100 

China 51 39 6 1 3 100 

Japan 24 51 22 2 1 100 

South Korea 25 62 11 2 0 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 

12/E.  Our achievements in the arts and literature 

 

Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 
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U.S. 33 54 9 3 1 100 

China 31 44 15 3 7 100 

Japan 31 47 19 2 2 100 

South Korea 11 55 30 3 1 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
 

12/F.    Our history 

 

Very proud 

Somewhat 

proud 

Not very 

proud 

Not at all 

proud 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 51 38 7 3 1 100 

China 55 35 6 2 3 100 

Japan 28 47 22 2 1 100 

South Korea 23 49 24 4 1 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 

  

Question 41  

Question 41 (A-C):  In terms of your identity, how much do you think of yourself as [country 
nationality]?    Please use scale of 0-10, where 0 means you donôt think of yourself this way at all 
and 10 means this is the main way you think of yourself.  

 
 
41/A.  [country nationality] 

 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

China   9.2 10 0 1 0 0 1 3 2 3 11 7 71 2 100 

Japan 7.5 8 2 1 1 2 3 12 8 17 19 5 31 0 100 

South 

Korea 
8.8 10 0 0 0 1 1 6 4 7 13 11 58 0 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 

 
41/B.  East Asian 

 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 
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 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

China   7.7 9 5 0 2 2 2 10 5 6 13 7 40 9 100 

Japan 5.4 5 12 3 4 9 5 22 6 10 12 2 16 1 100 

South 

Korea 
6.2 6 5 1 2 5 6 20 10 15 14 8 13 1 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 

 
41/C.  Asian 

 

  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 Mean Median (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a  

China   8.5 10 2 0 1 2 2 6 5 4 12 7 55 5 100 

Japan 5.9 6 9 3 4 7 3 22 6 11 12 3 20 1 100 

South 

Korea 
7.3 8 2 1 1 3 4 16 8 16 15 11 24 1 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 

 

Question 60  (A-E) 

Question 60 (A-E):  To what extent do you think [survey country] shares similar values and a way of 
life with the following countries?   

 
60/A.  China 

 To a great 

extent 

To some 

extent 

To a little 

extent To no extent 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 4 26 39 29 2 100 

China n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Japan 8 36 37 18 1 100 

South Korea 4 52 34 9 1 100 

Indonesia 4 28 27 36 5 100 

Vietnam 29 45 13 11 3 100 

 

 
60/B.  Japan 

 To a great 

extent 

To some 

extent 

To a little 

extent To no extent 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 



  Soft Power in East Asia 2008  

TOPLINE - COMPARATIVE SURVEYS  

9 
 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 14 45 24 14 2 100 

China 6 23 38 26 8 100 

Japan n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

South Korea 6 52 33 9 1 100 

Indonesia 4 18 31 41 7 100 

Vietnam 2 29 29 34 6 100 

 

 
60/C.  United States 

 To a great 

extent 

To some 

extent 

To a little 

extent To no extent 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

China 6 19 33 35 7 100 

Japan 27 43 22 8 0 100 

South Korea 1 13 42 44 1 100 

Indonesia 1 15 19 58 7 100 

Vietnam 1 9 22 63 4 100 

 

 
60/D.  South Korea 

 To a great 

extent 

To some 

extent 

To a little 

extent To no extent 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 4 31 38 23 3 100 

China 7 35 34 13 10 100 

Japan 10 45 35 9 1 100 

South Korea n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 100 

Indonesia 0 15 33 44 8 100 

Vietnam 5 37 27 27 5 100 

 

 
60/E.  Indonesia 

 To a great 

extent 

To some 

extent 

To a little 

extent To no extent 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 1 18 48 29 5 100 

China 4 18 32 23 21 100 

Japan 2 19 42 31 6 100 
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South Korea 0 8 46 40 5 100 

Indonesia n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Vietnam n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 

 

Question 70  (A -I)  

Question 70 (A-I): Please rate your feelings toward the following, with one hundred meaning a very 
warm, favorable feeling, zero meaning a very cold, unfavorable feeling, and fifty meaning not 
particularly warm or cold.  You can use any number from zero to one hundred, the higher the 
number the more favorable your feelings are toward that place.   
 
 

70/A.  North Korea     

 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 19.4° 10° 1 3 10 7 64 16 100 

China 55.5° 60° 22 28 19 9 17 7 100 

Japan 11.0° 0° 1 1 5 3 90 1 100 

South Korea 49.3° 50° 15 21 31 6 25 1 100 

Indonesia 53.5° 50° 16 16 29 16 11 11 100 

Vietnam 47.3° 50° 7 19 32 7 20 15 100 

 
 

70/B.  U.S.     

 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

China 60.8° 60° 31 30 18 3 14 3 100 

Japan 61.8° 70° 28 33 28 3 9 0 100 

South Korea 61.0° 60° 29 31 25 4 11 0 100 

Indonesia 55.5° 50° 26 17 24 7 21 6 100 

Vietnam 67.6° 70° 37 33 19 4 6 2 100 

 
 

70/C.  China     

 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 35.0° 40° 5 11 20 10 41 13 100 

China n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 
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Japan 44.8° 50° 7 21 31 9 31 0 100 

South Korea 50.4° 50° 10 30 30 10 20 1 100 

Indonesia 59.6° 50° 22 24 31 7 10 6 100 

Vietnam 62.0° 60° 24 38 24 6 7 1 100 

 
 

70/D.  Japan     

 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 57.9° 60° 25 21 19 4 17 13 100 

China 45.5° 50° 15 25 17 7 33 3 100 

Japan n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

South Korea 49.7° 50° 12 30 23 11 24 1 100 

Indonesia 65.5° 70° 34 28 18 6 7 6 100 

Vietnam 68.4° 70° 41 33 17 3 4 2 100 

 
 

70/E.  South Korea     

 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 45.7° 50° 10 20 21 7 26 17 100 

China 64.5° 70° 34 32 15 4 8 5 100 

Japan 55.1° 50° 15 33 32 6 14 0 100 

South Korea n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Indonesia 53.4° 50° 15 24 27 10 14 10 100 

Vietnam 64.0° 70° 26 42 21 3 6 2 100 

 
 

70/F.  Taiwan     

 

Mean Median 

100-76 

degrees 

75-51 

degrees 

50 

degrees 

49-31 

degrees 

30-0 

degrees 

Not sure/ 

Decline Total 

 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) 

U.S. 46.6° 50° 10 17 24 7 24 18 100 

China 66.6° 70° 41 27 15 5 9 4 100 

Japan 60.2° 60° 23 30 33 4 9 1 100 

South Korea 50.0° 50° 7 28 35 11 17 2 100 

Indonesia 53.5° 50° 15 19 32 9 13 12 100 

Vietnam 49.5° 50° 6 25 36 12 16 6 100 

 




