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Interview: Dan Glickman: Former Agriculture Secretary Urges Less Defensive, More Inclusive
Approach to Policy, Hagsrom Report, September 27

To highlight the immense importance of global food security, which we did probably more significantly than
anybody else had done in recent years, to focus on the efforts of the U.S. government in this area, and to try to
reinforce the role that USAID has in food assistance and global food security. I can’t tell you that the Chicago
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Council effort was the sole reason for “Feed the Future.” A lot of that was internally guided. Our report was a
call to action on the part of the U.S. government to take these issues more seriously.

www.hagstromreport.com

Somalia Situation Report, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, September 27

Four million Somalis remain in crisis nationwide, three million of whom are in the south. Of these, 750,000
people risk death in the next four months. So far, six regions in the south have been declared famine areas.
Estimated mortality rates among children under 5 are already alarmingly high, with an average of 15.43
deaths per 10,000 individuals daily, well above the famine threshold of two deaths per 10,000 people per day.
http://reliefweb.int/sites /reliefweb.int/files /resources /OCHA%20Somalia%Z20Situation%20Report%20No.

%2015 2011.09.27.pdf

SEE ALSO: Nearly Half of Somali Famine Victims Have Received Food Aid, VOA News, September
28

Last week, more than a dozen countries made $218 million in new pledges toward humanitarian
relief in the Horn of Africa. Even with the additional aid, authorities said another $500 million is
needed to address the overall humanitarian issues in the eastern Africa region.
http://www.voanews.com/english /news/UN-Nearly-Half-of-Somali-Famine-Victims-Have-Received-

Food-Aid-130693088.html

SEE ALSO: Somalia Famine Getting Worse, Elizabeth Flock, Washington Post, September 27

The scale of the disaster in the Horn of Africa is something difficult to wrap your head around.
Consider some of the other numbers: The rate of malnutrition in Somalia is now 50 percent, meaning
half of its people are at risk of malnutrition, starvation or death. Some 12 million people across the
region need food aid, a number equivalent to the entire population of Illinois.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/somalia-famine-getting-worse-
graphic/2011/09/26/glQANSmB2K blog.html

First African Woman to Win Nobel Peace Prize Dies, Associated Press, Septber 26

Kenya's most recognizable woman, Ms. Maathai won the Nobel in 2004 for combining environmentalism and
social activism. She was the founder of the Green Belt Movement, where for over 30 years she mobilized poor
women to plant 30 million trees. The United Nations Environment Program called Ms. Maathai one of Africa's
foremost environmental campaigners.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204422404576594461175156884.html

Northern Region Helps Food Security Through AGRA, Helena Selby, AllAfrica, September 28
Considering the agriculture potentials the region has, Ghana has the ability of making the country reach a
state of self-sufficiency in terms of food. Ghana is 30% self-sufficient in rice, and about $600 million of rice is
imported into the country yearly. With this deficiency, the country has, in term of food sufficiency, the
Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa, in its quest to help secure food in the continent, has dedicated some of
its resources to help farmers in the Northern Region, so as to help them boost their level of cultivation of their
crops.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201109290275.html

Statement: Joint Ministerial Committee, World Bank, September 2011

We need to build national capacity and resilience to speed recovery, reduce the risk of future disasters and
create longer-term solutions. We must put agriculture and food security at the top of our development
priorities. To do this, we need to harness the creativity and resources of the private sector. We call for
continued innovation to tackle longer-term challenges, including climate change and infrastructure
investment.
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DEVCOMMINT/NewsAndEvents/23011015/Communique-E-Final.pdf

Bill Gates Backs Financial Transaction Tax to Aid Poor, Lesley Wroughton, Reuters, September 23

A report by Microsoft founder Bill Gates to Group of 20 ministers proposes raising new funding for poorer
countries by taxing financial transactions, tobacco, and shipping and aviation fuels. Gates' point is that if
African countries can maintain current average growth rates, their economies will double in size by early next
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decade and gross domestic product per capital will rise by more than 50 percent.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/09/23 /us-g20-development-idUSTRE78M 64020110923
SEE ALSO: Gates Report Considers Transaction Tax, Alan Beattle, Financial Times, September 23
The author of the discussion note - Geoff Lamb, a former vice-president of the World Bank - stresses
that it is not a draft of the final version of the report, to be presented to G20 heads of government in
November.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/3de8faba-e601-11e0-b196-00144feabdc0.html
SEE ALSO: A Robin Hood Tax Could Turn the Banks from Villains to Heroes, Bill Nighy, Guardian,
September 28
Earlier this year, more than a thousand economists - including Nobel prize winners - wrote to the
G20 urging action.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/sep/28/robin-hood-tax-bankers-villains-heroes

The Horn of Africa’s Last Famine?, Opinion, Sam Dryden, The Globe and Mail, September 15

We have the tools to prevent food crises by making smart, long-term investments in agriculture. Three-
quarters of the world’s poorest people get their food and income from farming small plots of land, and most
of these smallholder farmers are women. They have no margin for error, so they need to increase their
chances of producing a crop. When farmers can produce more and earn more income, they become more
resilient to shocks such as severe weather and can put themselves and their families on a path to self-
sufficiency.

In the Shade of a Mighty Tree, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, September 30

Norman Borlaug and Wangari Maathai were two unlikely Nobel Peace Prize Laureates. One came from small
town Iowa, the other from rural Kenya. They both won the world’s most prestigious award for growing
things. Dr. Borlaug, honored in 1970, grew crops that fueled the Green Revolution. Dr. Maathai, hailed in
2004, grew trees and democracy. They were both deemed worthy of the Peace Prize because they worked to
forestall future global conflicts by producing more food and preserving scare resources.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/09/roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-in-the-shade-of-a-mighty-tree.html

An Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture: What to Expect from the G-20 Summit, Robert
Paarlberg, The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, September 30

G-20 summits present significant opportunities. If the Leaders do make a public commitment together in
Cannes, the knowledge that this commitment will be reviewed at the next summit can increase the chance
that words will become actions. Just the same, the G-20 summit approach has serious limitations.
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/UserFiles/File/GlobalAgDevelopment/Issue Briefs/GADI%20ISSUE%20

BRIEF%20-%20G20%20-%20FINAL%20DRAFT.pdf

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Merrigan Announces $18 million for New Farmer Training, Hagstrom Report, September 30
Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan announced that USDA has awarded 36 grants totaling $18
million to organizations that will provide training and assistance to beginning farmers and ranchers to help
them run successful and sustainable farms. The grants will go to groups in 21 states, the District of Columbia
and the Virgin Islands that can help people who want to go into farming but do not know much about the
business or marketing side.

www.hagstromreport.com

United Nations: Improved Reporting and Member States' Consensus Needed for Food and Agriculture
Organization's Reform Plan, GAO, September 29

This report examines (1) the methodology that FAO uses to report on the status of its reform plan, (2) factors
that affect FAO's ability to implement its reform plan, and (3) actions the United States has undertaken to
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support FAO reform efforts. GAO analyzed FAO documents, including FAO's most recent 2010 IPA progress
report; interviewed U.S. and UN officials, and representatives of FAO member states; and analyzed 30 IPA
action items from FAQO's reform plan.

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d11922.pdf

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack Announces Major Investments to Spur Innovation and Job Creation in
Research, Development and Production of Next Generation Biofuels, USDA, September 28

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced five major agricultural research projects aimed at developing
regional, renewable energy markets, generating rural jobs, and decreasing America's dependence on foreign
oil. Altogether, the five-year program will deliver more than $136 million in research and development grants
to public and private sector partners in 22 states.
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/09/0425.xml

SEE ALSO: UW, WSU to lead Biofuels Research with $80 Million in Grants from Agriculture
Department, Washington Post, September 27

Researchers say wood biofuels have the potential to help the region recover from the loss of natural
resource jobs in recent years and to use existing infrastructure, such as timber and pulp mills, to
serve another regional powerhouse: the airline industry.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries /uw-wsu-to-lead-biofuels-research-with-80-

million-in-grants-from-agriculture-department/2011/09/29/gIQAvRmL7K story.html

President Barack Obama Announced His Intent to Nominate the Following Individuals to Key
Administration Posts, White House, September 27

Earl W. Gast, Assistant Administrator for Africa, United States Agency for International Development; Roberta
S.Jacobson, Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Department of State; Michael T. Scuse, Under
Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agrlcultural Services, Department of Agriculture.

dmlmstratlon -posts

Remarks by Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner on “America’s Leadership in the Multilateral
Development Banks”, Treasury Department, September 27
The multilateral development banks are vital contributors to this growth equation. At a time when we face
constrained resources at home, our investments in the MDBs are the most highly leveraged of our entire
foreign aid portfolio, and they sustain our 60-year legacy of leadership and bipartisan support. We know that
American businesses are strong supporters of these investments.
http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1311.aspx
SEE ALSO: Geithner Says New Democracies Need ‘Inclusive’ Economies, lan Katz, Bloomberg,
September 24
Timothy F. Geithner said the fate of democracy in North Africa and the Middle East depends on
building economies that help the youth of those nations. “The success of these emerging democracies
will hinge on building strong and inclusive economies that improve people’s lives, especially the lives
of young people,” Geithner said.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-24/geithner-says-emerging-democracies-need-
inclusive-economies.html

The United States Commits up to $55 Million in Additional Funding to Global Alliance for Clean
Cookstoves, State Department, September 22
The US has made additional financial commitments to the Alliance of up to $55 million, bringing the total
United States commitment to up to $105 million in the first five years. Every U.S. federal agency that was part
of the original commitment to the Alliance is meeting or exceeding their commitments towards diplomacy,
applied research, capacity building, stove testing, and field implementation and evaluation.
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/09/173773.htm
SEE ALSO: Year One Progress Report, State Department, September 22
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/09/173774.htm

Science Supporting the Economic and Environmental Benefits of Using Wood and Wood Products in
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Green Building Construction, USDA, September 2011

The objective of this report is to summarize the scientific findings that support the environmental and
economic benefits of using wood and wood products in green building construction. Wood has been used as a
structural material in North America for hundreds of years, primarily for single- and multiple-family housing
and transportation structures such as bridges.

http://www.fs.fed.us/news/2011 /releases/09/green-building-report.pdf

MCC Board of Directors Selects Tunisia as Eligible for Threshold Program, Provides Conditional
Approval of Indonesia Compact, Strengthens MCC Selection Criteria, MCC, September 2011

The Board conditionally approved a $600 million compact with the Republic of Indonesia to support poverty
reduction through economic growth. Final compact approval will be subject to the completion of technical
negotiations with the Government of Indonesia.
http://www.mcc.gov/pages/press/release/release-092811-boardmt

UPCOMING EVENTS

World Food Prize 25th Anniversary

Date: October 12th - 14th, 2011

Location: Des Moines, IA

The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at

www.worldfoodprize.org.

2rd Annual Global Harvest Initiative GAP Report™ Announcement Luncheon

Date:October 12,2011

Location:Des Moines, IA

The Global Harvest Initiative will release its 2nd Annual Global Agricultural Productivity Report™ (GAP
Report™) at the 2011 World Food Prize in Des Moines, [owa on October 12, 2011. The GAP Report™ serves as
a benchmark of agricultural productivity and measures the difference between the current rate of agricultural
productivity growth and the pace required to sustainably meet the future agricultural needs of the nine
billion people expected to inhabit the Earth by 2050. Learn more and RSVP at
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/1963977309

American Society of Agronomy Annual Meeting

Date October 16th - 19th, 2011

Location: San Antonio, TX

The American Society of Agronomy, together with the Crop Science Society of America and Soil Science
Society of America, will host their International Annual Meetings, which brings together 4,000 scientists,
professionals, educators, and students. The theme of the this year’s meeting is "Fundamental for Life: Soil,
Crop, & Environmental Sciences," and features the symposium, “Feed the Future -- Global Food Security,” one
of hundreds of symposia and sessions that will be presented throughout the week. For more information, visit

www.acsmeetings.org

Girls Grow: A Vital Force in Rural Economies Report Launch

Date: October 7, 2011

Location: London, United Kingdom

260 million adolescent girls live in rural areas of the developing world, and hold a key to unlocking a
prosperous future for themselves, their families, and their communities. Girls Grow: A Vital Force in Rural
Economies evaluates the role of adolescent girls in the developing world and identifies opportunities for
national governments and bilateral donors to equip these girls to be agents of economic and social change.
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Catherine Bertini, former executlve dlrector ofthe UN World Food Program, serves as the project’s chalr

Release Event Information.aspx

2011 Africa Prize for Leadership

Date October 22, 2011

Location New York, NY

The Africa Prize honors a distinguished African man or woman who has exhibited exceptional leadership in
bringing about the sustainable end of hunger at the national, regional or continent-wide level. The 2011
Annual Fall Event will include the awarding of The Hunger Project's Africa Prize for Leadership for the
Sustainable End of Hunger. The laureates for the 2011 Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of
Hunger: President of Malawi, Bingu wa Mutharika and Liberian Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Florence
Chenoweth.

http://www.thp.org/what we do/key initiatives/honoring africa leadership/2011

Future-Proof Farming

Date November 9, 2011

Place Bibliotheque Solvay, Brussels

Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy needs to meet growing challenges that range from food security and
safety to ecological sustainability and climate change. Meanwhile, Europe’s farmers face a variety of
ecological challenges, yet agriculture can contribute much to the creation of an environment-friendly and
resource-efficient economy. Representatives from the farming sector will go into discussion with EU
policymakers and experts from academic circles and civil society to debate the challenges facing European
agriculture, European farmers and the role a reformed CAP should play in solving the world’s food challenges.
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid /1187 /EventType/Event

View/Eventld/1066/Futureprooffarming.aspx

Agricultural R&D: Investing in Africa’s Future

Date: December 5-7,2011

Location: Accra, Ghana

ASTI, together with the International Food Policy Report Institute, and the Forum for Agricultural Research in
Africa, is convening a conference on agricultural R&D in Africa focused on the following themes: 1. Levels and
Stability of Agricultural R&D Investments; 2. Human Resource Development of Agricultural R&D; 3. Aligning
and Ratlonahzlng Institutional Structures and 4. Measurlng and Improving the Effectiveness of R&D Systems.

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th - 15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector. The conference will be co-hosted by the Future
Agricultures Consortium based at the Institute of Development Studies and the Institute of Statistical Social
and Economic Research.

http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.ph
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AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Reports:

Food Assistance Shifts from “Emergency” to “Chronic” Feeding America, September 28
The report illuminates two important situations that millions of low-income Americans are facing -- first,
seniors in need rely on us much more heavily than the general population; and, secondly, people enrolled in
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program need additional help from our food banks. A majority of
people visiting Feeding America food pantries (54 percent) have used a food pantry for at least six months of
more during the past year.
http://feedingamerica.org/press-room/press-releases/hungers-new-staple.aspx
SEE ALSO: Emergency Food Pantries Become a Mainstay, As®ciated Press, September 28
The survey also found that among those 65 years and older, 56 percent went to a food pantry every
month. And even those receiving aid in the form of supplemental nutrition money still needed more
help, with 58 percent of them being frequent or monthly users.
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP74ac3843c0574506ae82dbed3f1b655f.html
SEE ALSO: Food Pantries Face Unprecedented Demand They Can’t Fill, Huffington Post,
September 27
As 49 million Americans struggle to put food on their plates, pantries around the country are
grappling with an unprecedented demand—and diversity in clients—that they often can’t afford to
accommodate.
http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/27 /food-pantries-face-an-unp n 982313.html

Media Articles:

Technology’s Place in Transforming Agriculture, Opinion, Elizabeth McVay Greendyffington Post,
September 29

Technology has the ability to level the barriers and move alternative models beyond the niche. While
technology has carved into the markets, products, and identities of almost every other sector, farming and
food defy easy solutions. To make lasting change in the agriculture and food sector, we need to prioritize two
things: farms' profitability and the affordability of food for households.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/elizabeth-mcvay-greene/agriculture-business b 985536.html

$152 Million in Ag Losses to Texas Wildfires, Bloomberg, September 28

David Anderson, an economist with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, estimated Texas agriculture lost
$152.1 million through Sept. 19. The bulk of that total comes from the 5,965 miles of fences and other
infrastructure that burned. Second are the nearly three million acres of scorched pasture. That all comes on
top of the estimated $5.2 billion lost to crops and livestock from the drought in Texas.
http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9Q1N2B00.htm

Urban Farmers Join Green Revolution in South Africa, Marko Phiri, UPI, September 28

Farmers are essential for bringing food security to Africa, the U.N. International Fund for Agricultural
Development said. About 500 million Africans farm small plots of land averaging 7 acres. Government
projects like these have the potential to increase food production by training a new generation of farmers.
Some experts say that Africa is on the verge of a transformation that could end the continent’s reputation as a
place of famlne

Afrlca/UPIU 5011314788303/

Congress Pushes for Farm Program Fixes, AgWeek, September 27

On Sept. 19, President Obama proposed the continuation of disaster aid programs that expire Sept. 30 and
$33 billion in farm program cuts over 10 years by eliminating the direct payments program and reducing the
budget for crop insurance and conservation. Disaster aid programs for crop, forage, livestock, tree, honey and
farm-raised fish producers expire on Sept. 30, but Obama said those programs should continue, particularly
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in light of the many disasters around the country.
http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id /19171

In Debate About Food, a Monied New Player, Julia Moskin, New York Times, September 27

The newly formed U.S. Farmers and Ranchers Alliance began what it called a bid to “reshape the dialogue”
about the American food supply. To assure Americans that food is safe, abundant and affordable, farmers can
use their voices and faces to fight the label “Big Ag,” the organization’s leaders say. But the group’s members
include the largest agriculture marketing groups in the country, with billions of dollars to spend.

Biofuels May Push 120 Million Into Hunger, Qatar’s Shah Says, Rudy Ruitenberg, Bloomberg, September 26
Biofuel policies in countries from Australia to the U.S. may push 120 million people into hunger by 2050 while
doing little to halt climate change, said Mahendra Shah, an advisor to Qatar’s food security program. So-called
first-generation biofuels produced from commodity crops compete with food for land use and fertilizers,
resulting in higher grain prices and increased deforestation, Shah said.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-26 /biofuels-may-push-120-million-into-hunger-gatar-s-shah-

USDA Recalls 40,000 Lbs. of Ground Beef, Sora Song, September 26

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is recalling 40,000 lbs. of frozen ground beef products shipped to Georgia

because of possible contamination with E. coli0157:H7 bacteria. The frozen meat was produced on Sept. 9 by

Palo Duro Meat in Amarillo, Texas, and shipped to two warehouses in Georgia for further distribution to

institutions, including six public school districts.

http://healthland.time.com/2011/09/26 /usda-recalls-40000-1bs-of-ground-beef/
SEE ALSO: E. coli Scare Prompts Tyson to Recall Ground Beef, Associated Press, September 28
Cincinnati-based Kroger spokesman said the ground beef in question would have been taken off
store shelves on Sept. 12, because of when it was produced. He said Kroger tracked beef to three
geographic divisions where it was distributed and will have in-store signs notifying customers of the
recall and details of the recalled beef.
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP9cdc48002bff4c1ebf1945f8bfc3c6b9.html

Iraq Struggles to Revive Date Palm Sector, Eager to Retrieve Past Glory, Associaté Press, September 25
In the 1950s and 1960s, Iraq was the world’s No. 1 date producer and exporter and boasted 32 million date
palms, more than any other nation in the world. Now, with the worst years of violence following the 2003
U.S.-led invasion over and oil revenues bubbling on the horizon, Iraq has focused on the date industry as one
of several sectors — including oil, agriculture and infrastructure — it wants to develop.

retrleve -past- 210rv/2011/09/25/210AfCIEVK story.html

Is Junk Food Really Cheaper?, Opinion, Mark Bittman, New York Times, September 24

In fact it isn’t cheaper to eat highly processed food: a typical order for a family of four — for example, two Big
Macs, a cheeseburger, six chicken McNuggets, two medium and two small fries, and two medium and two
small sodas — costs, at the McDonald’s a hundred steps from where I write, about $28. In general, despite
extensive government subsidies, hyperprocessed food remains more expensive than food cooked at home.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/25/opinion/sunday/is-junk-food-really-cheaper.html?

What a $20 Billion Harvest Means to lowa's Economy, Dan Piller, Des Moines Register, Sepber 24
Thanks to white-hot commodity markets, farmers are poised to pull in the richest cash harvest in lowa’s
history — more than $20 billion. lowa’s harvest is a blessing. But like all big blessings, its impacts are mixed.
The good times make farmers a political target amid growing budget deficits, and they worry that the general
public has forgotten that corn sold for less than $3 per bushel as recently as 2005, and that agriculture
endured a severe depression a quarter century ago.
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110925/BUSINESS01/309250034 /What-a-20-billion-

harvest-means-to-Iowa—s-economy
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FOREIGN ASSISTANCE

Reports:

2011 Survey on Monitoring the Paris Declaration, OECD, September 2011

When developed and developing countries committed themselves to the 2005 Paris Declaration principles for
achieving more effective aid, they agreed not only to a set of principles, but also to meeting a set of
measurable targets by 2010. This is an important feature of the Paris Declaration, providing a tool for donors
and developing countries to hold each other to account.
http://www.oecd.org/datacecd/25/30/48742718.pdf

SEE ALSO: Dar, Kigali Earn Top Marks in Use of Aid, The Citizen, September 27

Tanzania and Rwanda have topped a global survey meant to determine how well foreign aid is used
by recipients. The two countries excelled in the survey conducted by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development in 78 countries and territories that get most of the aid.
http://thecitizen.co.tz/component/content/article/37-tanzania-top-news-story/15167-dar-kigali-

earn-top-marks-in-use-of-aid.html

Media Articles:

We Don't Give Out Foreign Aid to Make People Like Us, Opinion, James Lindsay, The Atlantic, September 29
Should the US slash aid to countries that don't like us? No, or at least not because we think they should show
more gratitude. Washington doles out aid primarily based on calculations about how to advance U.S. strategic
interests rather than assessments of pure need, which is why Afghanistan, Israel, and Pakistan top the list of

aid recipients rather than Burundi, Congo, and Mali. Nor are foreign publics necessarily being ingrates when

they don't hold favorable views of the Unlted States

like- us[245856z

Support Wavers for U.S. Economic Aid to Pakistan, Susan Cornwell, Reuters, September 29

Senator Richard Lugar says the U.S. effort to aid Pakistan named after him and two other lawmakers has not
had enough time to achieve one of its main goals: dispel Pakistani mistrust of the United States. Few others in
Congress seem keen to give it more time or money. Starting next year, lawmakers are proposing to make
economic as well as military aid conditional on Pakistan's cooperation in fighting militants such as the
Haqqgani network.

http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/09/28/idINIndia-59603420110928

SEE ALSO: Kirk: Eliminate Military Aid to Pakistan, Justin Sik, The Hill, September 27

Sen. Mark Kirk, who sits on the Senate subcommittee responsible for international aid, argued that
military assistance to Pakistan should be eliminated in light of an attack Monday on a CIA office in
Afghanistan that left one American dead. Kirk said aid should be tied to concrete steps by the
Pakistani government, including allowing American strikes within the country.

mllltarv aid-to-pakistan

SEE ALSO: Imran Khan Calls for Britain to Cut Aid to Pakistan, BBC News, September 26
Pakistani opposition politician Imran Khan has urged the UK to cut aid to his country, saying it fuels
corruption. The former cricketer told BBC Radio 4 that Pakistan was more poverty-stricken than ever
but little international aid money reached its intended target.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-15055738

Why Egypt Needs the International Aid it was Promised, Editorial, Washington Post, September 28

At a Group of Eight meeting in New York, French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said that some $80 billion in
aid has been pledged to Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan and Morocco over the next two years. The problem, as so often
with international aid, is that the money is not being delivered. Egypt needs money for long-term investment,
but also quick cash. Though the economy has not collapsed, the key tourism industry is still depressed and
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foreign 1nvestment has fallen by two- thlrds
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Aid and Independence In East Timor, Simon Roughneeiduffington Post, September 28

After a receiving an estimated $6 billion to $8 billion in foreign assistance since 1999, and around the same in
petroleum revenues since the mid-2000s, the numbers by themselves suggest Timor-Leste should be well-
placed to make that leap the Finance Ministry asplres to. However early signs are mixed.

When Stretching a Dollar Means Saving a Life, Opinion, Mulammad Yunus and Gro Brundtland, Huffington
Post, September 27

Aid from wealthy countries to fight disease and poverty in the developing world has saved countless lives

over the past decade. But in these hard economic times, we cannot blindly rely on donor governments to
endlessly reach into their budgets to give more. Rather, we must think creatively about new ways to
financially support global health and development goals. The term for this is "innovative financing for
development.” We believe it is the next frontier in the fight against global poverty and disease.

http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/muhammad-yunus/when-stretching-a-dollar- b 981418.html

A Commitment for Change: Partnering With Governments to Scale What Works, Opinion, Tim Hanstad,
Huffington Post, September 27

Too often at the Clinton Global Initiative we hear how companies and NGOs are partnering to fix a problem.
That is great. But it is missing the crucial third strand of the braid -- governments. Governments typically are
in a position to make the amazing commitments that CGI midwifes durable, sustainable, and impactful.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tim-hanstad /international-development b 976647.html

Wealth in Middle-Income Countries Could Change the Nature of Aid, Nick Perkins, Guardian, September
27

International development policy is still coming to terms with what that means. Particularly with whether or
not we still need to bother with providing aid to countries like India. The argument is that if these countries
have a large enough economy to graduate from the low-income development category and sustain nuclear
programs, then they do not need development assistance from countries like the UK, which face their own
deficit issues. It would appear aid is a growing irrelevance in these countries.

future aid

South Sudan: Heading for Severe Food Shortages, IRIN News, Septemb&7

UN agencies are warning that newly independent South Sudan will face chronic food shortages next year due
to internal and border insecurity, erratic rains and a huge influx of returnees from the North. The UN Food
and Agricultural Organization said a Rapid Crop Assessment carried out in August showed South Sudan was
likely to produce 420,000-500,000MT of food this year - half the required amount.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=93832

US Aid Group Criticizes Delay on N. Korea Aid Request, Steve Herman, VOA News, September 27
Several American aid groups are criticizing the U.S. government delay on deciding whether to resume large-
scale food donations to North Korea. The charities warn that if substantial aid is not permitted in the next six
to nine months, many vulnerable people in the 1mpoverlshed communlst state could die from starvatlon

Aid- to N- Korea 130619868 html

‘Smart’ Aid Boosting African Economies, Geoffrey York, The Globe and Mail, Septen27

The report by ActionAid found that tax revenue across Africa has increased by more than 7 per cent of
national income in the past decade. When properly targeted, aid can boost the savings and investment rate,
and can increase economic growth by 0.5 to 1.5 per cent annually, the report said. Globally, aid has helped to
halve the number of people in poverty since 1990.
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Somalia Famine Getting Worse, Washington Post Blog, Segmber 27

Seven hundred and fifty thousand Somalis may die of starvation this year. That’s equivalent to wiping out

every single person in Washington, plus 150,000 more. The rate of malnutrition in Somalia is now 50 percent,

meaning half of its people are at risk of malnutrition, starvation or death. Some 12 million people across the

region need food aid, a number equivalent to the entire population of Illinois.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/blogpost/post/somalia-famine-getting-worse-
raphic/2011/09/26/gIQANSmB2K blog.html?tid=sm twitter washingtonpost

How Tiny Errors in Africa Led to a Global Triumph, Opinion, Lawrence K. Altman, New York Times,
September 26

Lessons learned from these blunders led to a new program that wiped out smallpox, still the only human
disease to have been eradicated from the planet. That success led to greater understanding that disease obeys
no national border and that solutions require international cooperation — a recognition that fostered a wide
array of global health programs in the decades that followed. While errors are bound to occur, innovators will
continue to find simpler ways to reduce the burden of disease.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/27 /health/27docs.html

World Bank Boosts Horn of Africa Aid to $1.88 bln, Reuters, September 25
The World Bank said it was more than tripling funding to $1.88 billion for a worsening drought in Horn of
Africa countries affecting more than 13 million people. The funding is boosted from around $500 million the
World Bank announced in July. Robert Zoellick said the financing would help fill a $1 billion funding gap
needed to tackle drought and a food crisis engulfing parts of Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti and
Uganda.
http://af.reuters.com/article /topNews/idAFJOE78001M20110925?
SEE ALSO: Horn of Africa Mini-Summit Ends with More than $200 Million of New Aid Pledges,
UN News Center, September 24
Representatives of 13 countries - Norway, the Republic of Korea, Australia, Switzerland, Japan,
Ireland, Finland, Italy, Belgium, Russia, Luxembourg, Chile and Hungary - offered the extra funding
during a day-long meeting that brought together officials from more than 60 nations.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39755&
SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: U.S. Response to Humanitarian Crisis in the Horn of Africa, State
Department, September 23
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/09/173921.htm

Obama Faces Hurdles in Aiding Arab Spring Countries, Washington Post, September 24

President Obama vowed to support the democratic transitions in the Arab world with greater trade and
investment. But his effort to back up that promise has run into hurdles in Washington and the Middle East.
Congress rebuffed the Obama administration’s effort last spring to get such funds for Egypt and Tunisia into
the 2011 budget.

countr1es/2011/09/22/210AchOuK story.html

Video: Britain's David Cameron on Maintaining Foreign Aid During a Time of Budget Cuts, ABC News,
September 24

Child Development in Developing Countries, The Lancet, September 23
The authors conclude that early childhood is the most effective time to prevent inequalities before disparities
widen, particularly for the poorest children. By investing in children in early childhood, there are lifetime
consequences not only for individuals but for the wellbeing of societies.

SEE ALSO: Early Childhood Development Global Actlon is Due
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SEE ALSO: Inequality in Early Childhood: Risk and Protective Factors for Early Child
Development

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article /P11IS0140-6736%2811%2960555-2 /fulltext
SEE ALSO: Strategies for Reducing Inequalities and Improving Developmental Outcomes for
Younger Children in Low-Income and Middle-Income Countries
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P1IS0140-6736%2811%2960889-1 /fulltext
SEE ALSO: Should New Research on Under-Fives Reshape Our Approach to Development?,
Gordon Alexander, Guardian, September 23

The new evidence around early childhood development does indeed require the MDGs to be revised.
Programs must be integrated. And, yes, more money is needed. According to the report, the most
successful and cost-efficient time to prevent inequalities is prenatally and in the first years of life.
Equity in life chances means starting early, very early.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/sep/23/early-child-

development-mdgs

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Reports:

Predicting the Impact of Climate Change on the Cocoa-Growing Regions in Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire,
CGIAR, September 2011

The increase of the maximum temperature of the warmest month and annual temperature range will
negatively impact cocoa-growing regions by 2050. These changes in temperature will also increase
evapotranspiration of cocoa trees. Climate change will also increase the pressure on forest areas and on other
important habitats for fauna and flora.

http://www.ciat.cgiar.org/Newsroom/Documents/ghana ivory coast climate change and cocoa.pdf

Outdoor Air Pollution in Cities, World Health Organization, September 2011
The database contains results of urban outdoor air pollution monitoring from almost 1100 cities in 91
countries. In both developed and developing countries, the largest contributors to urban outdoor air pollution
include motor transport, small-scale manufacturers and other industries, burning of biomass and coal for
cooking and heating, as well as coal-fired power plants. Residential wood and coal burning for space heating
is an important contributor to air pollution, especially in rural areas during colder months.
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2011/air pollution 20110926/en/index.html
SEE ALSO: Pollution: Iran Cities Worst, Canada and U.S. Best, San Francisco Chronicle, September
27
Cities in Iran, India, Pakistan and the capital of Mongolia rank among the worst on the planet for air
pollution, while those in the United States and Canada are among the best, according to the first
global survey released by the World Health Organization. WHO released the list to highlight the need
to reduce outdoor air pollution, which is estimated to cause 1.34 million premature deaths each year.
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2011/09/27 /MNRC1L90P8.DTL

Media Articles:

Climate Change will Impede North-South Trade, IPS, September 29
Climate change is increasingly playing a role in North-South trade, as carbon emissions are being used as an
excuse to protect markets, with poorer countries likely to lose out. Climate change will also affect agricultural
production systems and food security and lead to ecosystem changes in Namibia. On a global scale climate
change could see tariff walls, which were painstakingly broken down over the past decades, being
resurrected, thereby affecting market access for the South.
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=105295
SEE ALSO: Climate Change Affects Namibia’s Trade Routes, Namibian, Septemhe29
Trade between Namibia and other countries could suffer severely when roads and railways are
damaged by floods caused by changing weather patterns as a result of climate change.
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http://www.namibian.com.na/news/environment/full-

story/archive/2011/september/article/climate-change-affects-namibias-trade-routes/

The Climate Post: Ending Fossil Fuel Subsidies May Be the Way to Jumpstart Climate Finance, Mason
Inman, Huffington Post, September 29

Aleaked World Bank document, due to be presented at the G20 meeting in November, proposes that rich
countries eliminate their fossil fuel subsidies and instead contribute the money to climate aid for poor
countries to help with green energy and adaptation measures. The paper also said donor countries are
unlikely to come up with the money they had pledged to give during 2011 and 2012.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mason-inman/international-climate-change b 976606.html

Major Rivers Have Enough to Meet Food Needs, Rudy Ruitenberg, Bloomberg, September 28

Major river systems in the developing world have enough water to meet food production needs this century,
according to a report by researchers from 30 countries published in the journal Water International. The
river basins studied are home to about 1.5 billion people, according to the research group. “Water scarcity is
not affecting our ability to grow enough food,” Alain Vidal, director of the CPWF, said in the statement.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-26 /major-rivers-have-enough-water-to-meet-food-needs-
study-shows.html

Climate Change Compounds Global Security Threat, British Admiral Says, Security Blog, CNN, September
28

Stresses from global climate change are increasing the threat of wars around the world, a British admiral said.
Royal Navy Rear Adm. Neil Morisetti said that global climate change threats to food, water, land and energy

will present substantive security challenges in regions of the world where there are already stresses. "Those
cllmate stress multipliers are increasing the threat of armed conflict around the world Morisetti sald

dmlral saysﬁhpt hp t2

Food Security and Climate Change: The True Cost of Carbon, The Atlantic, September 27

Climate change -- warming and altered weather patterns -- is contributing to production short-falls and rising
grain prices. Warming, itself, is already damaging crops. Warming is now costing consumers, agricultural
companies, and livestock producers some $60 billion a year, the authors concluded. Price hikes and food
1nsecur1ty are today contrlbutlng to polltlcal instability.

arbon[245608[

7 Game-Changing Green Advancements You Should Know About, Huffington Post, September 26

As temperatures rise and populations get larger, it's clear that breakthroughs in green technology hold the
key to the survival of Earth and all the species that live on it. Fortunately, innovators throughout the globe are
working hard to develop game-changing advancements that will slow or possibly reverse the damage our
over-dependence on fossil-fuels has wreaked on our planet.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/26/7-game-changing-green-adv n 942685.html

EPA Boosts Water Policing as Farms Say Worst Fears Realized, Mark Drajem, Bloomberg, September 25
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ordered Watkins to stop cultivating a 160-acre tract in central California
because he might destroy seasonal ponds and harm the San Joaquin River. Watkins has defied the decision
and the federal government’s control over what he can grow on his farm. His battle is cited by agriculture
groups as they try to fend off a proposal by the Corps and the Environmental Protection Agency to enlarge the
U.S. role in guarding waterways against contamination.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-26/epa-boosts-water-policing-as-farmers-say-worst-fears-
realized.html
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Reports:

United States Aid Policy and Induced Abortion in Sub-Saharan Africa, World Health Organization,
September 2011

The induced abortion rate in sub-Saharan Africa rose in high-exposure countries relative to low-exposure
countries when the Mexico City Policy was re-introduced. Reduced financial support for family planning may
have led women to substitute abortion for contraception. The study included 261 women aged 15 to 44 years.
http://www.who.int/bulletin/11-091660.pdf

Media Articles:

We Cannot Achieve Development Without Addressing Maternal Mortality, Opinion, Anthony Masake,
Daily Monitor, September 29

Maternal death hugely compromises all the key human rights you can imagine such as right to life, family,
education, health, etc. Human rights violations such as female genital mutilation/cutting, forced early
marriages, gender-based violence, violation of women’s economic and property ownership rights, etc,
constitute a major violation of a woman'’s right to make decisions regarding her life and body leaving her
vulnerable to social evils. It is obvious that the poorer the household, the higher the risk of maternal death.
http://www.monitor.co.ug/OpEd/Commentary/-/689364/1244676/-/12qtwg8z/-/

No Husband, No Baby, My Personal Experience with China’s One-Child Policy, Opinion, Chai Ling,
Washington Time, September 29

China’s family-planning policy is more than a one-child policy. It’s a one-child-per-couple policy. Though the
problem of skyrocketing abortion rates among single Chinese women has been highlighted by the media and
attributed to a lack of sex education, no one has connected the problem to this tragic equation: no marriage
certificate, no blrth permlt No birth permit, no baby.

Tanzania: Country's Women Benefits From Solar Power Expertise From India, AllAfrica, September 28
Two regions of Arusha and Shinyanga have started benefiting from skills acquired by rural women in
installation and maintenance of solar power. The program which is jointly run by the government of India,
Sokoine University of Agriculture and UN and which started three years ago, seeks to give skills to semi-
literate and illiterate rural women. In Tanzania whose 76.9 percent of 40 million people live in rural areas,
rural electrification becomes an important aspect towards the improvement of the quality of life in terms of
social, economic health and environmental.

http://allafrica.com/stories /2011092906 63.html

Simple Technologies Can Improve the Lives of Millions in Developing World, Lynne Peeples, Huffington
Post, September 27

Delivering babies in the dark, breathing toxic smoke in the kitchen and walking miles to fetch water -- not to
mention boiling every drop before its potable. These are the daily realities for many people in developing
nations, particularly the poorest of the poor in rural communities. But a handful of non-profits are launching
innovative approaches to deliver simple, life-changing technologies to this "last mile." Kopernik, an online
technology marketplace co-founded by Toshi Nakamura, was among the efforts spotlighted at last week's
annual meeting of the Clinton Global Initiative in New York City.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/27 /technology-environment-health-clinton-global-

initiative n 983610.html

Rethinking the Fight Against AIDS, Opinion, Bjorn Lomborg and Peter Piot, W&treet Journal, September 27
Ensuring girls stay longer in secondary school can reduce HIV prevalence, because girls who remain in school
engage in sex later. Likewise, some research suggests alcohol taxes could bring down HIV transmission rates

at very attractive cost-benefit ratios. Essentially, less excessive drinking means less unsafe sex. Finally, the
researchers look at the potentially huge long-term benefits of spending about a billion dollars annually on

R&D to achieve breakthroughs in vaccine development.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904194604576583071258290228.html
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What Went Wrong for Afghanistan's Women?, MadeleineBunting, Guardian, September 26

Women's rights have been central to the war in Afghanistan. The biggest achievement has been in education,
with 2.4 million girls in school, although there is still a high drop-out rate and the numbers going on to
secondary school are small. But the fact is that the conservative nature of rural Afghanistan has not changed
fundamentally. Over the past 10 years a colossal $57 bn has been spent in aid in Afghanistan, but it has not
had any impact on the entrenched attitudes shaping women's lives.

went -Wwrong

Why Land Grabbing Is Detrimental to Women, Nageena Jha, AllAfrica, September 26

In the recent past, land rights activists have been expressing their fears and concerns about the malicious
trend of selling or leasing large farmland to foreign multinational companies and governments, without
taking into account what will be the impacts on indigenous communities. Their major fear is that global land
grabbing' processes will incapacitate citizens particularly smallholders and the grass root Tanzanians' ability
to feed themselves and sell the excess to sustain their livelihoods.
http://allafrica.com/stories/201109260004.html

Saudi King Says Women Will be Given Vote, James Drummond, Financial Times, September 25

Saudi Arabian women will be allowed to vote and run as candidates in municipal elections for the first time
from next year, said King Abdullah. Women will also be able to join the Majlis ash-Shura, Saudi Arabia’s
appointed consultative assembly, the king announced on Sunday. However, they are still forbidden from
driving, need written permission from a male guardian to travel, work or attend school, and will be excluded
from elections due this week.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/00d04a08-e77c-11e0-9da3-00144feab49a.html

Give Women the Seeds and They Can Feed the World, Mdanie Haider, IPS, September 25

If women farmers were given more tools and resources, the number of hungry people in the world could be
slashed by 100 to 150 million. The 2010-2011 State of Food and Agriculture report found that women, when
they have additional income, spend more of it on food, health, clothing and education for their children than
men. This in turn has an impact on economic growth through improved health, nutrition and education.
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=105234

Family Planning: 'The Best of Times, the Worst of Times', Opinion, Robert Walker, Huffington Post,
September 22

First, the good news... and it's quite good. As part of its Every Woman, Every Child campaign, the United
Nations this week announced that governments and NGOs, alike, are stepping up their support for maternal
and child health programs, including family planning services. The bad news, and it's really bad, is that the
world's largest donor nation, the United States, is retreating on its commitments to international family
plannmg, and other donor nations may follow sult

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES

Reports:

U.S. Trade and Investment Policy, Council on Foreign Relations, September 2011

The report calls for the Obama administration and Congress to “adopt a pro-America trade policy that brings
to more Americans more of the benefits of global engagement, within the framework of a strengthened, rules-
based trading system.” The growth of global trade and investment has brought significant benefits to the
United States and to the rest of the world. But U.S. leadership on international trade has waned because of
deep domestic political divisions over trade policy that arise largely from the very real economic difficulties
too many Americans face.
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Media Articles:

Grain Prices Tumble After US Inventory Jumps, Gregory Megr, Financial Times, September 30

The larger corn supplies, measured at the start of the harvest, mean that the US Department of Agriculture
may raise estimates of the inventories left over at the end of next summer, currently pegged at an
uncomfortably low 672m bushels, or just 5.3 per cent of annual demand. The new US corn crop, hurt by hot
weather, is still forecast to be the third-largest in US history.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/375bd5f8-eb6c-11e0-9a41-00144feab49a.html

China, S. Africa Ink $2.5 Billion in Deals in Dalai Lama's Shadow, Michael Martina, Reuters, September 29
China has agreed to $2.5 billion in investment projects with South Africa, the African nation's deputy

president said, on a three-day trip to China during which he brushed off controversy over a potential visit by
the Dalai Lama. South Africa exports about $5.5 billion a year in minerals to China, and Africa's largest
economy has increasingly been a destination for Chinese foreign direct investment.
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE78S0CK201109297sp=true

SEE ALSO: China-South Africa: Ever Closer Ties, Pan Kwan Yuk, Financial Times, September 29
South Africa, Africa’s largest economy, has become an increasingly important port of call for China.
Chinese foreign direct investment in the country hit $2.3bn in 2009 - or 25 per cent of total Chinese
FDI in Africa, as the chart from RenCap below shows

Soaring Population Swamps Kenya Ambitions, Katrina Manson, Financial Times, September 29

Kenya is among countries facing an uphill task to reduce population growth. It is also emblematic of a bigger
problem confronting Africa where the combination of scarce resources like water and land and a soaring
population could yield more conflict in a region already all too familiar with war and drought. Many experts
argue development is the best contraceptive.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d28e7442-e859-11e0-ab03-00144feab49a.html

China's Grain Output to Top 550 mln Metric Tons This Year, Xinhua, September 29
China will see a bumper harvest of grain this year despite frequent droughts and floods, with grain output
expected to jump to a record high of more than 550 million metric tons. The strong harvest will mark eight
consecutive years of growth for China's grain output. With more than 1.3 billion people or one fifth of the
world population, China is one of the world's largest grain producers and consumers, thus ensuring food
security remains one of the government's top priorities.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-09/29/c 131166969.htm
SEE ALSO: China Seen Needing ‘Huge Effort’ to Meet Increasing Corn Demand, Bloomberg,
September 29
China, the world’s second-biggest user and producer of corn, will need a “huge effort” to meet
growing demand as consumers eat more meat products. Consumption of corn, including use in
animal feed and industrial products, will increase significantly and the government must closely
monitor the industry.
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-09-29/china-seen-needing-huge-effort-to-meet-
increasing-corn-demand.html
China Seen Needing ‘Huge Effort’ to Meet Increasing Corn Demand, Bloomberg, September 29
China, the world’s second-biggest user and producer of corn, will need a “huge effort” to meet
growing demand as consumers eat more meat products, the Ministry of Agriculture said.
Consumption of corn, including use in animal feed and industrial products, will increase significantly
and the government must closely monitor the industry, Vice Minister Chen Xiaohua said.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-29/china-seen-needing-huge-effort-to-meet-
increasing-corn-demand.html

Trade Deals Held Up by Washington Gridlock, CNN Money, September 29
Trade deals with Colombia, South Korea and Panama have the potential to be a slam dunk in Congress, but


http://www.cfr.org/trade/us-trade-investment-policy/p25737?cid=oth-marketing_redirect-trade_tf
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/375bd5f8-eb6c-11e0-9a41-00144feab49a.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE78S0CK20110929?sp=true
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2011/09/29/china-south-africa-ever-closer-ties/
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d28e7442-e859-11e0-ab03-00144feab49a.html
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-09/29/c_131166969.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-09-29/china-seen-needing-huge-effort-to-meet-increasing-corn-demand.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-09-29/china-seen-needing-huge-effort-to-meet-increasing-corn-demand.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-29/china-seen-needing-huge-effort-to-meet-increasing-corn-demand.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-09-29/china-seen-needing-huge-effort-to-meet-increasing-corn-demand.html

they may never make it that far. The U.S. agriculture industry has been calling for the deals, which could open
up new international markets for high-quality beef, wheat and soybeans. But the U.S. auto industry is also
watching, as the deal with South Korea would mean tariffs aimed squarely at Detroit automakers would
decline.

http://money.cnn.com/2011/09/29 /news/economy/trade deals/

Africa Looks to Learn from East Asia's Development Experiences, Elsje Fourie, Guardian, September 28
The fact that the east Asian model is so attractive to many African countries is bound to have profound
implications for development practitioners. Western aid is not the only game in town anymore, and the global
development agenda is no more immune from the influence of a rising Asia than the global economic system
has turned out to be. Developing countries can now choose between an ever-growing variety of donors,
tradmg partners, 1nvestors and development strategies.

development experiences

Minnesota Agriculture Could Benefit from Increased Exports, Kevin Paap, Agweek, September 26
Agriculture exports are critical to farmers and are essential to the prosperity of the overall U.S. economy. Free
trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia and Panama have been stalled for several years, causing major
trading opportunities to diminish. USDA estimates that annual direct U.S. agricultural exports to South Korea,
Colombia and Panama will increase by nearly $2.5 billion upon full implementation, which will create
approximately 22,000 U.S. jobs.

http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id/19165

Goldman Sachs Invests in Green India, James Fontanell&han, Financial Times, September 26

The government is aggressively pushing to expand the generation of power from wind and solar sources -
India has plenty of both - to meet the country’s rising power needs and reduce dependence on foreign natural
resources. To achieve this boost in production the central government and India’s regional states are
prov1d1ng companies developlng renewable energy a wagon of mcentlves say 1nvestors and analysts.

Anger Rises in India Over Redrawn Poverty Line, James Lamont, Financial Times, September 26

New benchmarks by the Planning Commission, submitted in an affidavit to the Supreme Court as part of new
food security legislation, suggest that a person living on more than Rs32 ($0.64) a day in urban areas, like
New Delhi and Mumbai, would no longer be classified as being below the poverty line. The threshold for rural
areas would be Rs26 a day. By comparison, the World Bank’s poverty line is $1.25 a day. India is now home to
more poor people than the entire sub-Saharan Africa region. Two years ago, a government appointed
commission estimated that one in three Indians live below the poverty line.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d44199bc-e832-11e0-9fc7-00144feab49a.html

Africa Faces 'Considerable Risks' From Global Downturn, IMF, September 25

African economies face considerable risks from a renewed global economic downturn, African finance
ministers told a Washington news briefing. They added that the continent’s economies are still on the
recovery path from the previous global crisis and are in the process of restoring critical economic buffers. The
ministers also proposed additional policy action to mitigate the impact of a continued global economic
downturn, focusing on addressing Africa’s infrastructure deficit and improving its food security.
http://www.imf.org/external /pubs/ft/survey/so/2011/CAR092511A.htm

Small Factories Take Root in Africa, Peter Wonacott, Wall Street Journal, September 24

Across Africa, scores of tiny manufacturers have been going where most multinationals fear to tread. They
not only make chocolate in Madagascar, but also leather shoes in Nigeria and hot sauce in South Africa.
They're testing whether a continent with the highest share of unexploited resources in the world, and the
lowest per-capita income, can be fertile terrain for industry. Why Africa doesn't make more stuff has been an
enduring mystery of the global economy.
http://professional.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904060604576570541250028496.html
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Kenyan Stocks Sub-Sahara’s Worst in Quarter on Growth Concern, Eric Ombok, Bloomberg, September 30
Kenya’s stock index fell, extending its biggest quarterly drop since 2009 and making it sub-Saharan Africa’s
worst performer in the period as concern global growth is slowing curbed demand for riskier assets. Price
growth has exceeded the government’s 5 percent target all year, as Kenya feels the effects of the worst

regional drought in 60 years, which has cut agricultural production and forced the country to boost food
1mports including sugar whose retail price has more than doubled this year.

concern. html

Commodity Traitors: Financial Speculation on Commodities Fuels Global Insecurities, Eric Michael
Johnson, Huffington Post, September 29
Research now shows the uprisings in North Africa and the Middle East this year were triggered by spikes in
global food prices fueled by speculators betting on the price of agricultural commodities. This analysis
connects the bursting of the US real estate market bubble and the financial crisis of 2007-2008 to the global
food price increases.
http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/eric-michael-johnson/commodity-traitors-food-security b 987488.html
SEE ALSO: The Food Crises: A Quantitative Model of Food Prices Including Speculators and
Ethanol Conversion, New England Complex Systems Institutearieb Lagi, Yavni BatYam, Karla
Bertrand, and Yaneer Balyam
http://necsi.edu/research/social/food prices.pdf

Asia Reshapes Cocoa Market, Sarah McFarlane, Reuters, Huffington Post, Septengfe

To get an idea how emerging markets are reshaping global consumption patterns, look no further than the
cocoa bean. Hundreds of millions of new consumers in Asia and elsewhere are boosting demand for chocolate
cakes, biscuits, drinks and ice cream. This is increasing demand for cocoa, but it is also changing the cocoa
market.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/30/insight-asia-reshapes-co n 988396.html

Global Food Security at Risk: Thai Rice Subsidy Could Cause Price Turbulence, The Express Tribune,
September 26, 2011

Thailand, the world’s biggest rice exporter, has vowed to boost the minimum price farmers receive by buying
unmilled rice directly at 15,000 baht ($485) per ton from October. The current price is about 10,000 baht.
The move has fuelled speculation that world prices could be set to surge. While it is unclear what effect the
policy might have on global consumers, prices have already risen and observers fear a spike could pile further
pressure on poor importer nations.

http://tribune.com.pk/story/260221 /global-food-security-at-risk-thai-rice-subsidy-could-cause-price-

turbulence/

India’s Taste Take-off with Organic Food, Microfinance Monitor, September 26

Four decades after the country achieved self-sufficiency in food production through Green Revolution using
high-yielding seeds and chemical fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides, a counter movement is gradually
spreading in India: organic farming. The organic revolution has been quietly taking place in several pockets of
north India.

http://www.microfinancemonitor.com/2011/09/26/indias-taste-takes-off-with-organic-food/

Russia’s Kudrin: G-20 Has Much More to Do, Wall Street Journal, September 23

The Group of 20 nations released a surprise statement that committed to take “strong and coordinated”
action to stabilize the global financial system, following a broad selloff in U.S. and international markets. Euro
zone G-20 members also pledged to “maximize” the region’s bailout fund to fight instability in the markets.
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2011/09/23 /russias-kudrin-g-20-has-much-more-to-do/
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Media Articles:

CME Group Adds Ag Contracts, Agriculture.com, September 26

Based on solid industry acceptance of weekly grain options, the CME Group expands its suite of specialty
agricultural contracts Monday with the launch of weekly options on cattle, soybean meal and soyoil.
Participation by farmers -- not just exporters, processors and floor traders -- is important to the CME.
http://www.agriculture.com/markets/analysis/corn/cme-group-adds-ag-contracts 9-ar19457
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