
 
 

 
 
September 17th – September 23rd, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: “Women make up the majority of the agricultural workforce in many developing countries.  
They’re involved in every aspect of agricultural production. Yet women farmers are 30 percent less productive 
than male farmers, for one reason: they have access to fewer resources. As a result, they grow fewer crops, which 
means less food is available at markets, more people go hungry, farmers earn less money, and we’re back in to 
that vicious cycle. The production gap between men and women farmers disappears when that resource gap is 
closed. If all farmers, men and women, had access to the same resources, we could increase agricultural output 
by 20 to 30 percent. That would feed an additional 150 million people every year.” – Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
U.S. Secretary of State, September 19, 2011 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
Statement: Joint Ministerial Committee, World Bank, September 2011 
We need to build national capacity and resilience to speed recovery, reduce the risk of future disasters and 
create longer-term solutions. We must put agriculture and food security at the top of our development 
priorities. To do this, we need to harness the creativity and resources of the private sector.  We call for 
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continued innovation to tackle longer-term challenges, including climate change and infrastructure 
investment.  
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DEVCOMMINT/NewsAndEvents/23011015/Communique-E-Final.pdf 

 
2012 World Development Report: Gender Equality and Development, World Bank, September 2011 
The Report focuses on four priority areas for policy going forward: (i) reducing excess female mortality and 
closing education gaps where they remain, (ii) improving access to economic opportunities for women (iii) 
increasing women's voice and agency in the household and in society and (iv) limiting the reproduction of 
gender inequality across generations. 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDR2012/Resources/7778105-1299699968583/7786210-
1315936222006/Complete-Report.pdf 
 
World Disaster Report, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, September 2011 
The Report focuses on the growing crisis of hunger and malnutrition. Smallholder farmers who produce half 
the world’s food are among the almost 1 billion people who go to bed hungry every night. Millions of children 
suffer the irreversible effects of undernutrition. Increasing food insecurity weakens people’s resilience to 
disasters and disease, and people everywhere are experiencing the increasing volatility of food prices. 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/65875175/World-Disasters-Report-2011  

SEE ALSO: Food Shortages have Stunted 178m Children under-Five, Guardian, September 22  
Every year about 3 million children die before they reach the age of five as a result of undernutrition, 
with the majority of deaths the result of long-term chronic hunger rather than famines and sudden 
food crises.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/sep/22/world-disaster-report-food-
shortages  
SEE ALSO: Famine and Obesity Twin Scandals, the Australian, September 23 
The divide between the world's haves and have-nots may never have been starker: 15 percent of the 
world's population is going hungry while a record 20 per cent now suffer the effects of "excess 
nutrition". 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/famine-and-obesity-twin-scandals/story-e6frg6so-
1226143933254  

 
Raj Shah: The Young Gun Fixing USAID, Nina Easton, Fortune Magazine, September 21 
As President Obama's handpicked director, the 38-year-old medical doctor, former Gates Foundation health 
guru, and political junkie is determined to inject Gates-style thinking into the $22 billion that his agency 
ladles into poor nations each year. "In order to really solve problems, and to get people to join, you have to 
break them down to their most transparent and simple pieces," Shah tells Fortune. The other Gates lesson 
Shah is applying is the need to think on a massive scale. 
http://money.cnn.com/2011/09/20/news/economy/raj_shah_usaid.fortune/index.htm  
 
Women and Agriculture: A Conversation on Improving Global Food Security, U.S. Department of State, 
September 20 
The United States has focused on women farmers and our Feed the Future Food Security Initiative, which is a 
centerpiece of U.S. foreign policy in the Obama Administration.  We have worked closely with our partners, 
including other nations, NGOs, private sector companies, and of course the multilaterals, to help make 
reaching women farmers a top priority for everyone working on this issue. 

SEE ALSO: Full Event Transcript: http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/09/172739.htm   
SEE ALSO: Event Video: http://www.livestream.com/genderandfoodsecurity  
SEE ALSO: Feed the Future Vide: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yW2Ypk25iqY&feature=channel_video_title   
SEE ALSO: Unleashing the Potential of Women as Agricultural Producers and Entrepreneurs, 
Jonathan Shrier, State Department DipNote, September 20 
Under the U.S. Feed the Future initiative, Secretary Clinton announced a call for proposals under a $5 
million USAID research program on women in agricultural development. USAID Administrator Shah 
emphasized that this is just one piece of our efforts to unleash the potential of women as agricultural 
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producers and entrepreneurs -- but crucial for understanding what works. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/women_agricultural_producers/  

 
Self-Interest Argues for Enlightenment, Opinion, Andrew Mitchell, The Hill.com, September 19  
We believe that tackling the threats that we face from fragile states is squarely in our national interest. If we 
allow extreme poverty to fester in countries such as Somalia, Afghanistan and Yemen, we risk their problems 
growing and spreading. The price of combating terrorism, crime, piracy, disease and unchecked migration is 
much more than the cost of dealing with those challenges upstream. That’s why we have committed to spend 
one-third of our aid budget in fragile states and have increased aid to Afghanistan by 40 percent.  
http://thehill.com/opinion/op-ed/182485-self-interest-argues-for-enlightenment  
 
Agriculture for Better Nutrition, Opinion, Derek Yach, Huffington Post, September 18 
We face a major shift in the global conversation on health. Ch0ronic or noncommunicable diseases are leading 
causes of death worldwide and they play a major role in the viability of national economies. Many approaches 
have been put on the table to tackle the issue of poor nutrition and make healthy food and drink options 
available, accessible and affordable for consumers. Those with the greatest potential for success address the 
heart of the problem: an outdated policy approach to agriculture and food production.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-derek-yach/agriculture-for-better-nu_b_969066.html  
 
Bringing Agriculture to the Table, The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, September 2011 
A new report calls on the agriculture and food sectors to play a role in mitigating the global rise in 
noncommunicable diseases. The report finds that if the agriculture and food sector works more closely with 
the health sector, the rising prevalence of diet-related NCDs and early deaths can be reduced through better 
nutrition and healthier lifestyles. 
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/UserFiles/File/GlobalAgDevelopment/Report/Bringing_Agriculture_To_T
he_Table.pdf  

SEE ALSO: Chicago Council Report states Food and Agriculture Sectors Not Adequately 
Represented at UN Health Summit, Sophie Arie, British Medical Journal, September 20 
A new report released by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs on the links between people’s health, 
Bringing Agriculture to the Table: How Agriculture and Food Can Play a Role in Preventing Chronic 
Disease, asserts the agriculture and food sectors have a vital role in halting the rise of diet-related 
noncommunicable disease. However, the report warns that these sectors were barely represented at 
this past week’s UN High-Level Meeting on Noncommunicable Diseases.  
http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d5993.full?sid=68858fd5-9e7f-4e29-a7b6-157a67a10219  

 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
FY12 State, Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill, Senate Committee on Appropriations, September 2011 
The bill includes $44.64 billion of discretionary budget authority for fiscal year 2012 enduring costs ($3.5 
billion below the FY11 level), and an additional $8.7 billion for OCO costs for a total of $53.3 billion, which is 
$6.15 billion below the President’s request. The Committee provides $200 million for the Global Agricultural 
and Food Security Program, which is $108 million below the President’s request.  
http://appropriations.senate.gov/news.cfm?method=news.view&id=123084b5-0aed-4a6c-a5cf-
4231f34dd12e  

SEE ALSO: Full-Text: S.1601, Department of State, Foreign Ops, and Related Programs FY12 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-112s1601pcs/pdf/BILLS-112s1601pcs.pdf  
SEE ALSO: Report: Department of State, Foreign Ops., and Related Programs Appropriations 
Bill 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CRPT-112srpt85/pdf/CRPT-112srpt85.pdf  
SEE ALSO: Senate Panel Approves $53B Foreign Aid Bill, AP, September 22 
In Congress, frustrated lawmakers used the committee's debate and approval of a $53 billion bill to 
fund the State Department and foreign operations next year to signal there would be consequences if 
the Palestinians press ahead. 
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/09/22/business-us-congress-foreign-aid_8694363.html 
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USAID Policy Framework 2011-2015, USAID, September 2011 
This document is the first in what will become a regular strategic exercise every four years, closely tracking 
the QDDR cycle. Its purpose is to provide our staff and partners worldwide with a clear sense of our core 
development priorities, translate the PPD-6 and the QDDR into more detailed operational principles, and 
explain how we will apply these principles across our entire portfolio. 
http://gopher.info.usaid.gov/policy/USAID_PolicyFramework.PDF 
 
Living Within Our Means and Investing in the Future - The President’s Plan for Economic Growth and 
Deficit Reduction, White House, September 19 
A strong agricultural sector is important to maintaining a strong rural economy. The Administration supports 
the farm and rural sectors through a number of means, including funding agricultural research programs, 
providing assistance to beginning and disadvantaged farmers, pursuing trade agreements, and increasing 
funding for programs to expand U.S. agricultural exports. The administration is proposing to: 1) Eliminate 
direct payments; 2) Reduce subsidies to crop insurance companies; 3) Better target agricultural conservation 
assistance; 4) Extend mandatory disaster assistance.   
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2012/assets/jointcommitteereport.pdf  

SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/19/fact-sheet-living-within-our-means-and-
investing-future-president-s-plan  
SEE ALSO: President Obama Calls for $33 billion in Cuts From Farm Safety Net, Sara Wyant, 
Agri-Pulse, September 19 
President Barack Obama formally unveiled his $3 trillion in deficit reduction recommendations to the 
bipartisan “supercommittee” this morning, which includes $1.5 trillion in tax hikes and  $250 billion 
in savings from “other” mandatory programs. Over 13% of those cuts, totaling $33 billion, would 
come from agriculture subsidies, payments, and programs. 
http://agri-pulse.com/Obama_calls_for_big_cuts_farm_safety_net_09192011.asp  

 
Transforming Wartime Contracting, Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
September 2011 
Contractors have performed vital tasks in support of U.S. defense, diplomatic, and development objectives. 
But the cost has been high. Poor planning, management, and oversight of contracts has led to massive waste 
and has damaged these objectives. Reform will save lives and money, and support U.S. interests. Reform is 
essential. 
http://www.wartimecontracting.gov/docs/CWC_FinalReport-lowres.pdf  

SEE ALSO: Runaway Spending on War Contractors, Editorial, New York Times, September 17 
A Congressional study commission has put a “conservative” estimate on waste of between $31 billion 
and $60 billion in the $206 billion paid to contractors since the start of the two wars. Excessive 
reliance on badly supervised private contractors indulging “vast amounts of spending for no benefit” 
is the heart of the problem.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/opinion/sunday/runaway-spending-on-war-
contractors.html 

 
Bi-Partisan Group of Senators introduce New Farm Bill Plan, Agri-Pulse, September 23 
Senators Sherrod Brown, John Thune, Dick Durbin, and Richard Lugar plan to introduce a comprehensive 
farm bill plan today called the Aggregate Risk and Revenue Management program. Their plan, which builds on 
the current Average Crop Revenue Election program, would be less complicated and more responsive than 
many of the current programs. 
http://agri-pulse.com/Thune_Brown_Lugar_Durbin_farm_bill_09232011.asp  

SEE ALSO: Full Text S. 1626: Aggregate Risk and Revenue Management Act of 2011 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/uploaded/WEI11389_Final4.pdf  
SEE ALSO: Summary of Aggregate Risk and Revenue Management Program 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/uploaded/ARRM_Background_FINAL.pdf  

 
Peterson: Diary Reform Bill Will Save $131 Million, Hagstrom Report, September 23 
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The current baseline for the dairy program is $672 million over 10 years. Peterson would make no prediction 
on whether Congress would take up the measure this year or wait until next year. He did say that he and his 
staff are working to be ready for the writing of a farm bill if it has to take place on short notice as part of the 
congressional super committee’s effort to reduce the deficit. 
www.hagstromreport.com  

SEE ALSO: Full Text: Dairy Security Act of 2011 
http://democrats.agriculture.house.gov/inside/Legislation/112/PETEMN_011_xml_092211%284%
29.pdf  
SEE ALSO: Summary: Diary Security Act of 2011 
http://democrats.agriculture.house.gov/inside/Pubs/09-22-
2011%20Dairy%20Security%20Act%20Summary.pdf  

 
Congress Creates Bipartisan HIV/AIDS Caucus, 30 Years after HIV Discovery, Huffington Post, September 
15 
The first ever bipartisan congressional HIV/AIDS caucus officially launched, 30 years after the human 
immunodeficiency virus was first identified. Led by House members Jim McDermott, Barbara Lee and Trent 
Franks, the group marks the first time Republicans have joined with Democrats to create a group aimed at 
eradicating AIDS. Alongside international programs, the congressional HIV/AIDS Caucus will also support and 
uphold domestic HIV/AIDS programs.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/15/hiv-aids-congress_n_965131.html 
 
Editorial/Commentaries  
 
MDG Countdown: Celebrating Successes and Innovation, Opinion, Rajiv Shah, USAID Impact Blog, 
September 21 
In this fiscally-constrained environment, we need to make a compelling case for development assistance. We 
need to show that we're delivering real results. We need to show that development serves our vital security 
and economic interests. And we need to show that we're reforming the way we do business -- to maximize the 
impact of the taxpayer dollars we spend. We at USAID have been focused on reforms: making our assistance 
more cost-effective; strengthening our monitoring and evaluation; ensuring accountability and transparency; 
and emphasizing results. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/09/mdg-countdown-celebrating-successes-and-innovation/ 
 
Collective Action To Advance the Health of Women and Newborns, Opinion, Scott Radloff, State 
Department DipNote, September 21 
Global maternal mortality has dropped by one third since 1990, but still every day an estimated 1,000 women 
lose their life in childbirth. Through shared planning and funding, coordinated implementation, joint 
problem-solving, and joint learning, we've seen results that have far exceeded what any one organization 
could have achieved on its own. What makes the Alliance partnership different is that it brings added value, 
not added work, through smarter application of resources. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/advance_the_health_of_women_and_newborns 
 
Investing in Women to Change the World, Opinion, Caren Grown, USAID Impact Blog, September 20 
The imperative to invest in women and girls is being embraced by the U.S. Government. President Obama’s 
Feed the Future initiative seeks to reduce gender barriers in agriculture and scale up interventions that 
empower women farmers, harness new technologies, and measure progress. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/09/investing-in-women-to-change-the-world/  
 
Don't Cut Foreign Aid- Millions of Lives at Stake, Opinion, U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee, The Hill, September 20 
To ensure that future droughts don’t again devastate poor and vulnerable communities, we must support 
investments in small scale food producers, especially women, to increase agricultural productivity and build 
resilience. With the right investments in women, as small scale producers, as caregivers, as leaders in their 
communities, we can provide them with the support they need to build resilience to extreme weather events 
and other shocks such as increases in food prices. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/182571-dont-cut-foreign-aid-millions-of-lives-at-
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stake 
 
Scaling Up Nutrition: Supporting Country-Led Efforts to Promote Healthier Lives, Opinion, Paul 
Weisenfeld, USAID Impact Blog, September 20 
The fact remains that two billion people in the world do not consume enough nutrients to live healthy, 
productive lives; and nearly 200 million children under age 5 suffer from chronic undernutrition. To put that 
last number into perspective, that’s about 24 times the population of the densely inhabited city where these 
U.N. meetings are currently taking place. Letting those kids down is simply not an option. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/09/scaling-up-nutrition-supporting-country-led-efforts-to-promote-healthier-
lives/ 
 
Protecting America’s First Line of Defense, Opinion, U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff, The Hill, September 19 
The men and women of the State Department and the USAID are America’s first line of defense and will be 
asked to do even more in coming years. While many have focused on the impact of defense cuts through the 
work of the supercommittee or sequestration, the disparity of resources directed to our diplomatic and 
development corps — along with the increasing breadth of their responsibilities — may have the most 
profound impact on our national security.  
http://thehill.com/special-reports/defense-a-aerospace-september-2011/182459-protecting-americas-first-
line-of-defense 
 
FWD the Facts about Famine, War, and Drought in the Horn of Africa, Opinion, Rajiv Shah, USAID Impact 
Blog, September 19 
I know for a fact that we can fight this famine. Through safety net programs, we have helped 7.5 million 
Ethiopians withstand the worst effects of this drought without the need for humanitarian assistance. And as a 
result of Feed the Future investments, we have seen more than a 300 percent increase in grain yields in 
Western Kenya in just one year, securing the nation’s agricultural backbone and helping lower the price of 
critical staples throughout the region. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/09/fwd-the-facts-about-famine-war-and-drought-in-the-horn-of-africa/ 

SEE ALSO: Interview with Rajiv Shah: Somalia Must ‘Stop Standing in the Way’ of Aid, NPR, 
September 20 
We're tracking food prices in hundreds of markets throughout the Horn of Africa, and we can show 
you that in some parts of Kenya, prices are up 50 and 60 percent, in some parts of Somalia, prices are 
up 180, 250, 200 percent. Our hope is by making the story and making all of the data that we have 
accessible, live and in real-time, that we'll unlock a great deal of ingenuity and enterprise in trying to 
address these problems. 
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/2011/09/usaid-chief-on-somalia.html  
SEE ALSO: New Famine, War, Drought, Relief Website 
http://www.usaid.gov/fwd/  

 
Afghan Women: A Vital Force for Peace, Stability, and Economic Progress, Opinion, Melanne Verveer, 
State Department DipNote, September 19 
We discussed the extremely important role women are playing in all dimensions of agriculture, including in 
livestock production, processing of dairy products, and contributions to a number of marketed products. For 
every dollar a woman earns, up to 90 percent of it is reinvested in her family and in her community. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/afghan_women_progress  
 
 
SPECIAL COVERAGE: UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY ANNUAL MEETING  
 
Remarks by President Obama in Address to the United Nations General Assembly, White House, 
September 21 
The United States has made it a focus of our engagement abroad to help people to feed themselves. And today, 
as drought and conflict have brought famine to the Horn of Africa, our conscience calls on us to act. Together, 
we must continue to provide assistance, and support organizations that can reach those in need. And 
together, we must insist on unrestricted humanitarian access so that we can save the lives of thousands of 
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men and women and children. Our common humanity is at stake. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/21/remarks-president-obama-address-united-
nations-general-assembly  

SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: Advancing U.S. Interests at the United Nations 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/20/fact-sheet-advancing-us-interests-
united-nations  
SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: Global Health Security 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/22/fact-sheet-global-health-security  
SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: the U.S. Commitment to Breaking down Barriers to Women’s Economic 
and Political Participation 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/09/21/fact-sheet-release-united-states-
commitment-breaking-down-barriers-women  

 
Chelsea Clinton Leads Family Reunion as Clinton Global Initiative Closes, Christian Science Monitor, 
September 23 
Hillary Clinton told the audience that "we really are in a new age, we're in the age of participation.” She said 
the challenge was for governments and other organizations to figure out how to be responsive to people as 
they make their voices heard, "how to help catalyze, unleash, channel the kind of participatory eagerness that 
is there." The former president said the modern world required humanity to figure out a different way of 
being, of moving away from the current struggles for power that involve trying to gain control over other 
people's lives and resources. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Latest-News-Wires/2011/0923/Chelsea-Clinton-leads-family-reunion-as-
Clinton-Global-Initiative-closes  

SEE ALSO: A Complete Transcript, U.S. Department of State  
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/09/173809.htm 
SEE ALSO: Clinton Global Initiative Unites Leaders For Change In New York, Huffington Post, 
September 21 
The Clinton Global Initiative brings together leaders from around the globe to tackle some of the 
world's most pressing problems. This year's initiative focuses on jobs, sustainable consumption and 
empowering women and girls.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/20/watch-clinton-global-init_n_972594.html  
SEE ALSO: Clinton Global Initiative Shows the Promise of Government, Opinion, Justin Krebs, 
WNYC, September 23 
Clinton reminded us that politics continues to be the mechanism by which we influence the other 
levers of power, the opportunity we have to make business work for us. Maybe it was said out of the 
belief that he spent his own life in a worthy pursuit. Or maybe it was a call for people to realize that 
we are the government and it is us -- and we can complain about it, or we can fix it. 
http://www.wnyc.org/blogs/its-free-blog/2011/sep/23/opinion-clinton-global-initiative-shows-
promise-government/ 

 
Secretary-General’s Remarks at "Every Woman, Every Child" Event, United Nations, September 20 
The Global Strategy for Women's and Children's health is central to my vision of building a United Nations 
that responds quickly and effectively to the needs of the world's people. When we deliver for every woman 
and every child, I am sure that we will advance a better life for all the people around the world. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=1307 

SEE ALSO: The U.N. Puts Women and Girls at Center of Conversation, Huffington Post, September 
22 
It's no mystery anymore to the development community that investing in women and girls is the best 
way to alleviate global poverty. In fact, investing in a girl's education is the highest return investment 
available in the developing world. In other words, she has the opportunity to raise the standard of 
living for herself and her family. This is called The Girl Effect. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tabby-biddle/the-un-makes-women-and-gi_b_975964.html 

 
Political declaration of the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on the Prevention and Control 
of Non-communicable Diseases, United Nations General Assembly Resolution, September 16 
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We acknowledge that the global burden and threat of NCDs constitutes one of the major challenges for 
development in the twenty-first century, which undermines social and economic development throughout the 
world, and threatens the achievement of internationally agreed development goals. 
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A%2F66%2FL.1&Lang=E  

SEE ALSO: Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon’s Remarks, United Nations, September 19 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=1299 
SEE ALSO: WHO’s Pricetag for Fighting ‘Noncommunicable Diseases’: $11.4 Billion a Year, 
David Brown, Washington Post, September 18 
Millions of deaths from chronic illness could be avoided or postponed if developing nations increased 
their health budgets by about 4 percent to put basic prevention measures in place. Many unanswered 
questions linger, however. The biggest are: Who’s going to foot the bill? And is the world really ready 
for another global campaign against disease?  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/whos-price-tag-for-fighting-
noncommunicable-diseases-114-billion-a-year/2011/09/18/gIQAzMiidK_story.html 
SEE ALSO: Harnessing the Power of Sport and Play for Development and Peace, Johann Koss, 
Huffington Post, September 23 
The 2011 United Nations Summit's focus on NCDs is timely as global deaths from NCDs are predicted 
to continue to rise over the next 10 years, particularly in developing countries. Because physical 
inactivity is a primary risk factor driving the global increase in NCDs, participation in sport plays a 
critical role in slowing the spread of chronic diseases. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/johann-koss/harnessing-the-power-of-s_b_974407.html  
SEE ALSO: Corporate Profits Trumping Public Health, Elizabeth Whiteman, IPS, September 21 
Throughout events, and in the political declaration agreed upon by member states outlining the steps 
they would take to address NCDs, a clear, persistent and pervasive challenge emerged: ensuring that 
profit-driven corporations and industry groups are not able to influence policies or other efforts 
aiming to improve public health. 
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=105192  

 
Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon’s Remarks at High-Level Event on Scaling Up Nutrition, United Nations, 
September 20 
The SUN Movement brings together different partners to focus on one shared goal: the critical 1,000-day 
window between pregnancy and a child's second birthday. Proper nutrition at this time is the difference 
between health and sickness, thriving and deteriorating, life and death. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocus/sgspeeches/statments_full.asp?statID=1305   

SEE ALSO: Secretary Hillary Clinton’s Remarks, September 20 
The US is firmly committed to our investments in global nutrition, and we believe fervently that 
improving nutrition for pregnant women and children under two is one of the smartest investments 
we or anyone can make. When we ensure that women and children receive essential nutrients within 
the 1,000-day window, we can set youngsters on a better path toward lifelong health. When we miss 
that window, children can suffer both physical and cognitive damage that cannot be reversed. 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/09/172855.htm 

 
Procter & Gamble Co. Announces $3 Million Water Purifier aid to East Africa at Clinton meet, 
Associated Press, September 21 
The Procter & Gamble Co. says it is rushing tens of millions of water-purifying packets to famine-ravaged East 
Africa. P&G will spend more than $3 million on the relief effort for East Africa, where drought and famine 
have left 13 million people depending on food aid.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/procter-and-gamble-co-announces-3-million-water-
purifier-aid-to-east-africa-at-clinton-meet/2011/09/21/gIQA7YQ8lK_story.html 
 
Merck to Spend $500M to Reduce Childbirth Deaths, Bloomberg, September 20 
Merck said it will spend a half-billion dollars over the next decade to reduce deaths from pregnancy and 
childbirth. The effort will complement a UN-led initiative to improve the health of women and children. Merck 
and other global health leaders aim to reduce maternal mortality by 75 percent and create universal access to 
medical care for pregnant women. 
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http://www.businessweek.com/ap/financialnews/D9PSAMPG0.htm 
 
Yum Brands Raises $67 Million for Hunger Relief, the Business Journal, September 20 
Three years ago, this company made a pledge to the Clinton Global Initiative that it would raise $80 million to 
support world hunger relief, and the company is well on its way. Louisville-based Yum has raise $67 million 
for the UN World Food Program and other hunger-relief efforts.  
http://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2011/09/20/yum-brands-raises-67-million-for.html  
 
Ex-President Clinton: Green Movement Needs Money, MSNBC, September 20 
Pointing to Germany's successful creation of solar energy jobs as a model for other nations to emulate, Clinton 
said the main issue with green energy is a lack of proper funding. Clinton's talk of renewable energy financing 
comes as Republicans are criticizing the Obama administration for awarding billions of dollars in taxpayer 
subsidies for such projects.  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44589626/ns/us_news/t/ex-president-clinton-green-movement-needs-
money/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
World Food Prize 25th Anniversary 
Date: October 12th – 14th, 2011 
Location: Des Moines, IA 
The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug 
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium 
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight 
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of 
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor 
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at 
www.worldfoodprize.org. 
 
2nd Annual Global Harvest Initiative GAP Report™ Announcement Luncheon 
Date: October 12, 2011  
Location: Des Moines, IA 
The Global Harvest Initiative will release its 2nd Annual Global Agricultural Productivity Report™ (GAP 
Report™) at the 2011 World Food Prize in Des Moines, Iowa on October 12, 2011. The GAP Report™ serves as 
a benchmark of agricultural productivity and measures the difference between the current rate of agricultural 
productivity growth and the pace required to sustainably meet the future agricultural needs of the nine 
billion people expected to inhabit the Earth by 2050. Learn more and RSVP at 
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/1963977309 
 
American Society of Agronomy Annual Meeting 
Date: October 16th – 19th, 2011 
Location: San Antonio, TX 
The American Society of Agronomy, together with the Crop Science Society of America and Soil Science 
Society of America, will host their International Annual Meetings, which brings together 4,000 scientists, 
professionals, educators, and students. The theme of the this year’s meeting is "Fundamental for Life: Soil, 
Crop, & Environmental Sciences," and features the symposium, “Feed the Future -- Global Food Security,” one 
of hundreds of symposia and sessions that will be presented throughout the week. For more information, visit 
www.acsmeetings.org  
 
Girls Grow: A Vital Force in Rural Economies Report Launch 
Date: October 7, 2011 
Location: London, United Kingdom 
260 million adolescent girls live in rural areas of the developing world, and hold a key to unlocking a 
prosperous future for themselves, their families, and their communities. Girls Grow: A Vital Force in Rural 
Economies evaluates the role of adolescent girls in the developing world and identifies opportunities for 
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national governments and bilateral donors to equip these girls to be agents of economic and social change. 
Catherine Bertini, former executive director of the UN World Food Program, serves as the project’s chair. 
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/Studies_Publications/TaskForcesandStudies/GirlsRuralEconomies/
Release_Event_Information.aspx 
 
2011 Africa Prize for Leadership 
Date: October 22, 2011 
Location: New York, NY 
The Africa Prize honors a distinguished African man or woman who has exhibited exceptional leadership in 
bringing about the sustainable end of hunger at the national, regional or continent-wide level. The 2011 
Annual Fall Event will include the awarding of The Hunger Project's Africa Prize for Leadership for the 
Sustainable End of Hunger. The laureates for the 2011 Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of 
Hunger: President of Malawi, Bingu wa Mutharika and Liberian Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Florence 
Chenoweth. 
http://www.thp.org/what_we_do/key_initiatives/honoring_africa_leadership/2011 
 
Future-Proof Farming 
Date: November 9, 2011 
Place: Bibliothèque Solvay, Brussels 
Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy needs to meet growing challenges that range from food security and 
safety to ecological sustainability and climate change. Meanwhile, Europe’s farmers face a variety of 
ecological challenges, yet agriculture can contribute much to the creation of an environment-friendly and 
resource-efficient economy. Representatives from the farming sector will go into discussion with EU 
policymakers and experts from academic circles and civil society to debate the challenges facing European 
agriculture, European farmers and the role a reformed CAP should play in solving the world’s food challenges. 
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/Event
View/EventId/1066/Futureprooffarming.aspx 
 
Agricultural R&D: Investing in Africa’s Future 
Date: December 5-7, 2011 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
ASTI, together with the International Food Policy Report Institute, and the Forum for Agricultural Research in 
Africa, is convening a conference on agricultural R&D in Africa focused on the following themes: 1. Levels and 
Stability of Agricultural R&D Investments; 2. Human Resource Development of Agricultural R&D; 3. Aligning 
and Rationalizing Institutional Structures; and 4. Measuring and Improving the Effectiveness of R&D Systems.  
http://www.ifpri.org/event/agricultural-rd-investing-africa-s-future 
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector. The conference will be co-hosted by the Future 
Agricultures Consortium based at the Institute of Development Studies and the Institute of Statistical Social 
and Economic Research.  
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http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Apples to Twinkes: Comparing Fedeal Subsidies of Fresh Produce and Junk Food, Public Interest 
Research Group, September 22 
America is facing an obesity epidemic – one that’s hitting children especially hard.  Childhood obesity rates 
have tripled over the last three decades, with one in five kids aged 6 to 11 now obese.  These increases in 
obesity rates will undermine the health of our country and driving up medical costs.  
https://www.uspirg.org/home/reports/report-archives/tax--budget-policy/tax--budget-policy--
reports/apples-to-twinkies 

SEE ALSO: Report Links Agriculture Subsidies to Childhood Obesity, Foxnews, September 22 
The report found that between 1995 and 2010, the U.S. has spent more than $260 billion on 
agricultural subsidies. While $262 million has gone to apples -- the only fruit or vegetable with a 
significant subsidy -- nearly $17 billion has spent on four common food additives.  
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/09/22/new-report-links-agricultural-subsidies-to-
childhood-obesity/  

 
Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2011, OCED, September 21 
This report shows that, after an increase in 2009, producer support in the OECD area declined in 2010, 
confirming the downward trend in support to farmers. The trend in emerging economies shows some 
increase in the level of support, although it stays well below the OECD average. 
http://www.oecdbookshop.org/oecd/display.asp?lang=en&sf1=DI&st1=5KGJ1S54VS0R 

SEE ALSO: Farmers’ Subsidies Plunge to 30-year Low, Javier Blas, Financial Times, September 21 
The share of farmers income derived of subsidies fell in 2010 to 18 percent in OECD countries, down 
from 22 percent in 2009. But the OECD warned that the drop was due to rising agricultural 
commodities prices, rather than a re-orientation of agricultural policy.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c653ad22-e46d-11e0-844d-00144feabdc0.html  

 
Media Articles: 
 
Farmers Seek to Raise Standards for Berries, Rachel Gross, New York Times, September 23 
Organic-produce buyers who think they are striking a blow against a chemical-heavy industrial food system 
may be surprised when it comes to one of California’s signature fruits: those “organic” strawberries that 
overflow from baskets at local farmers’ markets are not nearly as organic as they may think.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/23/us/farmers-seek-to-raise-standards-for-berries.html 
 
Receding Missouri River Reveals Badly Damaged Land, Josh Funk, Huffington Post, September 23 
Farmers must wait for fields to dry out before doing any significant work with heavy equipment. That means 
many of the hundreds of thousands of acres of flooded farmland along the Missouri River in Nebraska, Iowa 
and Missouri may be out of production for at least a year – if not longer. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20110923/us-food-and-farm-flooded-farmland/  
 
Zimbabwe Tobacco Farms Yield Success, Andrew England and Tony Hawkins, Financial Times, September 22 
The land seizures, which began in 2000, helped trigger Zimbabwe’s international isolation and the collapse of 
one of Africa’s most developed economies, destroying the agriculture sector. Yet in the past 18 months, there 
has been a tentative recovery, particularly in tobacco, as black farmers have begun to grow a cash crop that 
was once the preserve of white commercial farmers. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/8dbf7bb6-cdad-11e0-bb4f-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Stabenow: Ag Committee should make the Cuts, Hagstrom Report, September 21 
Senate Agriculture Committee chairman Debbie Stabenow said she still believes her committee should make 
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any cuts to the agriculture budget, and that farmers still need crop insurance and conservation. “Agriculture 
will do its fair share in helping to reduce the deficit, but as I’ve always said, decisions on where those cuts 
come from should be made by the Agriculture Committee, where we constantly receive input from farmers 
and others in the agriculture community,” Stabenow said. 
www.hagstrom.com 
 
Children of the Corn, Verlyn Klinkenborg, New York Times Magazine, September 21 
GM corn is the path industrial agriculture has chosen — a profoundly controversial one. But a growing 
movement of gardeners and small farmers is keeping alive the genetic diversity that modern agriculture has 
rejected. It’s a movement committed to growing and saving heirloom seeds, traditional varieties that, in many 
cases, have only narrowly survived. 
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/09/21/children-of-the-corn/  
 
A Push to Farm Smarter – not Bigger – to Feed the World's Hungry, Sara Miller Llana, Christian Science 
Monitor, September 20 
Rainfall patterns were changing and water seemed to be scarcer. Each year, Porfirio Bastida was investing 
more and harvest less. The International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center helped him switch from the 
practices he'd employed his whole life to conservation-agriculture techniques: rotating crops, not tilling, 
leaving residue from the previous harvest to act as a sponge atop the land. CIMMYT has reached 3,500 
farmers throughout Mexico.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-Issues/2011/0920/A-push-to-farm-smarter-not-bigger-to-feed-
the-world-s-hungry 
 
Teaching Drones to Farm, Wall Street Journal, September 20 
Across the Midwest, farmers are increasingly relying on precision technology, meant to ensure that fields 
receive just the right amount of seed and fertilizer to limit waste and produce the largest crop possible. 
Farmers now can keep track of fertilizer applications and equipment problems with smartphones. Already, 
most planting is guided by GPS technology. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903374004576580921448752138.html   
 
African Biotech Center to Target Food Security, Disease, SciDev, September 20 
The Nigerian government is about to sign an agreement with UNESCO for an international biotechnology 
center that should begin operations in 2012. Its facilities will enable scientists to carry out advanced 
biotechnology research and collaborate internationally. Amongst several planned postgraduate programs will 
be an international industry- and policy-oriented masters degree in biotechnology. 
http://www.scidev.net/en/sub-suharan-africa/news/african-biotech-centre-to-target-food-security-
disease.html  
 
Restaurants, Farmers Square Off Over Ethanol, Kevin Bogardus, TheHill, September 17 
National restaurant chain companies have targeted ethanol tax subsidies for slashing by the committee 
tasked with reducing the national deficit by at least $1.5 trillion. That push will likely be met with resistance 
from farmers' groups who have lobbied for government support of the biofuel. 
http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/182137-restaurants-farmers-square-off-over-ethanol-as-
supercommittee-gets-to-work 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Reports: 
 
A Diplomatic Surge to Stop Somalia’s Famine, Ken Menkhaus, Enough, September 21 
The core of the problem is this: Aid agencies have very limited access to famine victims and very limited 
capacity to monitor food aid deliveries. In consequence, the bulk of international relief efforts operate on the 
edges of the crisis, especially in the burgeoning refugee camps on the Kenyan-Somali border, which have now 
grown to an astonishing 470,000 refugees. This is not a famine relief strategy. 
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http://www.enoughproject.org/files/Somalia%20Diplomatic%20Surge.pdf 
 
From Aid to Global Development Cooperation, The Brooking Institution, September 2011 
Leadership from the U.S. is crucial, placing pressure on the Obama administration to deliver on its promise of 
far-reaching reforms to U.S. global development efforts. And amidst this shifting global landscape remains the 
issue of how to effectively communicate the importance of global development cooperation to both national 
and global publics, at a time when budget pressures are being felt across the world. 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2011/09_global_development/2011_brookings_blum
_policy_briefs.pdf 

SEE ALSO: Busan Conference Offers Chance to Tackle Aid Effectiveness, Guardian, September 19 
The time is right for a bold attempt to draw all countries together behind clear principles that matter 
for development finance. Increasingly those responsible for the organization of Busan are agreeing 
that this "twin-track" approach is the best way forward. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/sep/19/busan-conference-
aid-effectiveness  

 
The Future of U.S. Aid Reform: Rhetoric, Reality, and Recommendations, Connie Veillette, Center for 
Global Development, September 19 
This report examines how well those principles are reflected in the president's FY2012 budget request—
whether the rhetoric of reform will be funded for action—and gauges the administration's progress on seven 
elements of reform articulated in the PPD and QDDR. The progress has been mixed. Elevating development as 
indicated by development funding levels and the authority of USAID, for example, has been lackluster, while 
support for innovation has been good. 
http://www.cgdev.org/files/1425457_file_Veillette_Future_Aid_Reform_FINAL.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Small Producers in Honduras to Benefit from UN-Backed Project to Cut Poverty; UN News Centre, 
September 23 
Small producers in rural areas of Honduras will be the main beneficiaries of a new UN-backed project that 
will invest $21 million to combat poverty in the north of the country. Almost half of the investment will be in 
the form of a highly concessional loan.  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39729&Cr  
 
One Campaign’s New Global Campaign: Drought is Inevitable. Famine is Not, ONE Campaign, September 
22 
The campaign will press G8, G20, and African governments to: 1) meet their share of the $1 billion gap in 
emergency funding; and 2) invest in long-term agriculture development programs that will boost farm 
productivity and better prepare farmers in poor countries to withstand natural shocks.  
http://www.one.org/c/us/pressrelease/4049/  

SEE ALSO: Bono and Youssou N'Dour Lead Call for Urgent Action on East African Famine, 
Guardian, September 21 
56 African artists and opinion-formers, backed by international campaigners warned that food 
shortages in east Africa have already killed tens of thousands of children and that millions of more 
people are threatened. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/22/bono-youssou-ndour-african-famine  

 
World Food Program Chief says East Africa Famine Efforts Focusing on Young Children, Associated 
Press, September 23 
The WFP is moving to address hunger among the most vulnerable in famine-ravaged Horn of Africa — young 
children and their mothers. Sheeran said hunger in East Africa has become especially dramatic among young 
children, with overwhelmed mothers being forced to decide which of their children are likely to survive. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/world-food-program-chief-says-east-africa-famine-efforts-
focusing-on-young-children/2011/09/23/gIQABAWhrK_story.html/ 
 

http://www.enoughproject.org/files/Somalia%20Diplomatic%20Surge.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2011/09_global_development/2011_brookings_blum_policy_briefs.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2011/09_global_development/2011_brookings_blum_policy_briefs.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/sep/19/busan-conference-aid-effectiveness
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/sep/19/busan-conference-aid-effectiveness
http://www.cgdev.org/files/1425457_file_Veillette_Future_Aid_Reform_FINAL.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39729&Cr
http://www.one.org/c/us/pressrelease/4049/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/sep/22/bono-youssou-ndour-african-famine
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/world-food-program-chief-says-east-africa-famine-efforts-focusing-on-young-children/2011/09/23/gIQABAWhrK_story.html/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/world-food-program-chief-says-east-africa-famine-efforts-focusing-on-young-children/2011/09/23/gIQABAWhrK_story.html/


Pakistan Floods: Authorities 'Struggle to Provide Aid', BBC News, September 22 
Aid workers, who are also affected by flooding, have had difficulty getting help to the thousands stranded on 
higher ground. Officials say 8 million people have now been affected by the crisis. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-15015765  
 
Pet Projects Put Foreign Aid in Pockets of War Criminals, Opinion, Adil Baguirov, The Hill, September 22 
Every dollar spent on foreign assistance probably offsets 10 dollars spent on conducting wars, doing 
emergency supplies of preventable maladies and infrastructure breakdowns around the world, which strains 
us even more and puts our people in harm’s way. However, something just as important is how that money, 
allocated to USAID and the State Department, is being directed to be spent.  
http://thehill.com/opinion/letters/183439-pet-projects-put-foreign-aid-in-pockets-of-war-criminals 
 
Peace Corps Is Worth Every Foreign Policy Penny, Opinion, Ross Szabo, Huffington Post, September 21  
Cynics can say who cares if some kid in a developing country has an American friend; we don't need the debt. 
But to me it is well worth the cost to keep 8,500 Americans giving a positive, realistic face in communities 
that need that presence worldwide. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ross-szabo/peace-corps-is-worth-ever_b_973199.html  
 
What Impact have the Global Crises Had on Development Thinking?, Opinion, Lawrence Haddad, 
Guardian, September 21 
Testing times have forced a rethink of traditional assumptions about development, but changing tack won't 
be easy. Drawing on 20 case studies, we identified a number of assumptions about how development works 
that were challenged by the crises. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/sep/21/global-crisis-development-
rethinking 
 
Somalia: "Lives Before Politics", IRIN, September 21 
Twenty aid agencies issued an open letter urging the international community to "put people’s lives before 
politics if [we are] to stand any chance of aiding people suffering from the famine in Somalia". The agencies 
said that while aid was getting through in many areas, "it is not at the scale needed to address the enormity of 
the crisis and hundreds of thousands of lives hang in the balance". 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=93783  

SEE ALSO: NGOs Open Letter, Oxfam, September 2011 
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/joint-ngo-statement-somalia-210911.pdf  

 
UK Might Withhold Aid in Global Transparency Push, David Stringer, Associated Press, September 20 
Britain will push for greater openness from nations who receive aid money, donors with poor records of 
disclosing where taxpayers' cash is spent and NGOs carrying out work funded by donor nations. Britain's 
coalition government has pledged to honor a commitment struck at a G-8 summit in 2005 to increase 
international aid spending to 0.7 percent of GNI by 2013. 
http://news.yahoo.com/uk-might-withhold-aid-global-transparency-push-040134346.html 
 
An End to AIDS is Within Our Reach, Opinion, Desmond Tutu, Washington Post, September 20 
President Obama should increase PEPFAR’s treatment goal from 4 million to 6 million people by 2013. He 
should then issue a challenge to other leaders — of donor nations and those countries most affected by 
HIV/AIDS — to scale up their contributions. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/an-end-to-aids-is-within-our-
reach/2011/09/18/gIQABAbGjK_story.html 
 
G8 Pledges Support for Arab Spring Countries, Associated Press, September 20 
The world's major industrialized nations pledged quick and concrete action with a long-term political and 
economic impact to support Arab nations as they move along the road to democratic reform after uprisings 
that toppled authoritarian rulers. So far, roughly $80 billion in aid for Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, Jordan and 
Morocco had been pledged over the next two years.  
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/09/20/general-us-us-g8-arab-spring_8691160.html 
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US Seeks North Korea Food Aid Pledges, Financial Times, September 20 
The US will not resume food aid to North Korea until it is satisfied the communist government will 
not divert it for its own uses. Rajiv Shah, USAID chief, said that despite repeated discussions, North Korean 
officials had yet to provide credible assurances that such aid would not be diverted for political ends by the 
country’s reclusive communist government. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/ba625410-e3a4-11e0-8990-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Foreign Aid Helps Us, Too, Editorial, Kentucky.com, September 20 
The Senate voted 78-20 to defeat Sen. Rand Paul's amendment that cut foreign aid to offset relief spending 
needed because of a string of natural disasters at home. For years, most people have told pollsters they think 
foreign aid makes up anywhere from 10 to 25 percent of the federal budget. In fact, foreign aid makes up just 
1 percent of the federal budget. 
http://www.kentucky.com/2011/09/20/1889499/foreign-aid-helps-us-too.html 
 
Somalia Bars Foreign Aid Staff from Rebel Areas, Financial Times, September 19 
Aid agencies say they have been unable to reach more than 2m Somalis facing starvation in rebel-held 
territories. Some local aid agencies are allowed to deliver aid to these areas, but that is not enough for all 
those who need it. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d0e034a2-e2d0-11e0-93d9-00144feabdc0.html  

SEE ALSO: Somalia Bans Workers from Rebel Areas, Huffington Post, September 17 
Mogadishu's mayor and governor Mohamud Ahmed Nur said “the government is responsible for the 
security of foreign aid workers. We do not want them to be harmed. Why risk their lives?" 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/17/somalia-bans-foreign-aid-_n_967374.html  

 
Interview with Jim Kolbe and Paul O’Brien: Future of American Foreign Aid, Kojo Nnamdi Show, 
September 19 
One year ago this week, President Obama elevated global development as a "core pillar" of U.S. foreign policy, 
alongside diplomacy and defense. But as Congress and the White House struggle to find billions to cut from 
the federal budget, some advocates worry Washington's commitment to reducing global poverty is wavering. 
We explore the future of American foreign aid. 
http://thekojonnamdishow.org/shows/2011-09-19/future-american-foreign-aid  
 
What if Your Child Was Hungry in Africa?, Opinion, Carolyn S. Miles, Huffington Post, September 18 
The assistance America provides in the Horn of Africa is crucial to helping feed these severely malnourished 
children. But some in Congress are threatening that lifesaving help, wanting to cut food aid by as much as 30 
percent. I would ask members of Congress with three children to look them in the eyes and try to determine 
which one should go without food today. And tomorrow. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/carolyn-s-miles/what-if-your-child-was-hu_b_964784.html 
 
Glimpses of the Next Great Famine, Opinion, Nicholas Kristof, New York Times, September 18 
The famine is caused by drought - the worst in 60 years - but even more by the intransigence of the 
fundamentalist Muslim militia, known as the Shabab, that rules part of Somalia. The area where large 
numbers of people are dying almost perfectly overlays the regions where the Shabab is in control. In a sense, 
that marks progress in the world's struggle against hunger. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/opinion/sunday/kristof-glimpses-of-the-next-great-famine.html  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Reports: 
 
Tracking the Cracks in Greenland’s Ice Sheet, Jim Witkin, New York Times, September 19 
The researchers compared high-resolution images from 1985 and 2009 in Sermeq Avannarleq, northeast of 
Ilulissat in western Greenland. They determined that the area occupied by crevasses had increased about 13 

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/ba625410-e3a4-11e0-8990-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.kentucky.com/2011/09/20/1889499/foreign-aid-helps-us-too.html
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d0e034a2-e2d0-11e0-93d9-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/17/somalia-bans-foreign-aid-_n_967374.html
http://thekojonnamdishow.org/shows/2011-09-19/future-american-foreign-aid
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/carolyn-s-miles/what-if-your-child-was-hu_b_964784.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/18/opinion/sunday/kristof-glimpses-of-the-next-great-famine.html


percent over that period. Crevasses are deep cracks that form in an ice sheet as a result of its movement. 
http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/09/19/tracking-the-cracks-in-greenlands-ice-sheet/  

SEE ALSO: Full Report: An Increase in Crevasse Extent, West Greenland: Hydrologic 
Implications, September 2011 
http://europa.agu.org/?view=article&uri=/journals/gl/gl1118/2011GL048491/2011GL048491.xml   

 
Can Water Allocation in the Yellow River Basin be Improved?, IFPRI, September 2011 
In 1999, the Government of China enforced a cross-provincial, quota-based Water Allocation Agreement that 
was developed in 1987 and titled Unified Water Flow Regulation to ensure that flow to the Yellow River 
mouth would not be cut off. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01117.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
World Bank: Ditch Fossil Fuel Subsidies to Address Climate Change, John Vidal, Guardian, September 21 
Leaked World Bank documents propose that rich countries should eliminate the $50bn a year they give in 
fossil fuel subsidies, in order to financially help poor countries address climate change. The document is likely 
to provide a template for action in the UN climate talks. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/sep/21/world-bank-fossil-fuel-subsidies 
 
Sorry, But With Global Warming It's The Sun, Stupid, Opinion, Larry Bell, Forbes, September 20 
The European Organization for Nuclear Research recently revealed an inverse correlation between periodic 
changes in sunspot activity levels, and quantities of cosmic rays entering Earth’s atmosphere that trigger 
surface-cooling cloud formations. Jasper Kirkby and his 62 co-authors from 17 institutes in Europe and the 
U.S. announced that the sun indeed has a significant influence on our planet’s temperature.  
http://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2011/09/20/sorry-but-with-global-warming-its-the-sun-stupid/  
 
Kenya Corrals its Crucial ‘Water Towers’, Katrina Manson, Financial Times, September 19 
A 400km fence encircles the Aberdare Conservation Area. Aberdare’s greatest value lies not in its role as one 
of Kenya’s five “water towers” – the forested mountains that “catch” vapor and help generate rainfall. Millions 
rely on the water that flows from these green hills, including smallholder farmers, northern herders and 
families in Nairobi, as well as commercial tea and flower industries.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/a5217530-c2a8-11e0-8cc7-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Poll Shows Growing Belief that Global Warming is Occurring, Ben Geman, Hill.com, September 16 
A new poll shows that a large majority of Americans believe global warming is occurring, but reveals a sharp 
partisan divide over its causes. The Ipsos poll finds that 83 percent of Americans believe the planet is 
warming, up from 75 percent in 2010. Seventy-two percent of Republicans believe it’s happening, compared 
to 92 percent of Democrats.  
http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/182007-poll-shows-growing-belief-that-global-warming-is-
occurring 
 
Climate Change Boon to UK Seafood, Richard Black, BBC, September 15 
Whatever benefits warming waters might bring to UK fisheries, the worldwide impact of climate change is not 
forecast to be positive, with the overall productivity of oceans projected to decline. This is likely to be abetted 
by ocean acidification, meaning that organisms such as coral and mussels will find it progressively more 
difficult to form hard parts such as shells. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-14930989  

SEE ALSO: Global Warming Brings Exotic Fish to British Waters but at a Cost, Steven Morris, 
Guardian, September 15 
While cold water-loving species such as cod and haddock fare badly, those that can do well in 
warmer conditions including hake, dab and red mullet are thriving. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/sep/15/global-warming-exotic-fish-britain  
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WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Reports: 
 
Levels and Trends in Child Mortality, UNICEF, September 2011 
Empowering women, removing financial and social barriers to accessing basic services, developing 
innovations that make the supply of critical services more available to the poor and increasing local 
accountability of health systems are examples of policy interventions that have allowed health systems to 
improve equity and reduce mortality. 
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/Child_Mortality_Report_2011_Final.pdf  

SEE ALSO: Childhood Deaths Continue to Decline, But Are We Doing All We Can?, Opinion, 
Melinda French Gates, Impatient Optimists Blog, September 22 
When child mortality rates drop, all sorts of good things start happening. Women choose to have 
fewer children since more are surviving. Each child then receives more of the family’s resources, 
which means they get healthier food, they get treatment when they’re sick, and they can attend 
school. As a result, the death rate comes down even further. 
http://www.impatientoptimists.org/Posts/2011/09/Childhood-Deaths-Continue-to-Decline-But-
Are-We-Doing-All-We-Can  

 
Women Cotton Farmers: Their Perceptions and Experiences with Transgenic Varieties, IFPRI, 
September 2011 
This paper explores gender differences in cotton cultivation and looks into the perceptions and experiences 
of women and men with transgenic varieties. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01118.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Gender Discrimination Fuels Malnutrition, IRIN News, September 22 
Gender discrimination lies behind much of the malnutrition found in under-five children in Nepal. Women 
live hard lives from day one, born with no fanfare, contrasting starkly to the six-day celebration to mark the 
birth of a boy. Walking along the road from one village to the next, women and girls bear the weight of 
baskets of apples, rocks or bags of rice, while men and boys tag alongside unburdened. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=93788 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Land and Power: The Growing Scandal Surrounding the New Wave of Investments in Land, Oxfam 
International, September 22 
The new wave of land deals is not the new investment in agriculture that millions had been waiting for. The 
poorest people are being hardest hit as competition for land intensifies. Oxfam’s research has revealed that 
residents regularly lose out to local elites and domestic or foreign investors because they lack the power to 
claim their rights effectively and to defend and advance their interests. 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/grow/policy/land-and-power   

SEE ALSO: In Scramble for Land, Group Says, Company Pushed Ugandans Out, New York Times, 
September 21 
More than 20,000 people say they were evicted from their homes by a British forestry company. But 
in this case, the government and the company said the settlers were illegal and evicted for a good 
cause: to protect the environment and help fight global warming.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/22/world/africa/in-scramble-for-land-oxfam-says-ugandans-
were-pushed-out.html   
SEE ALSO: Moves to Snap Up Land in Africa Draw Scrutiny, Wall Street Journal, September 22 
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In anticipation of rising demand for construction materials such as lumber and food staples such as 
corn, investors in Africa have been buying land for forestry and agriculture projects. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904563904576584673419328758.html   
SEE ALSO: ‘Land Grabs’ Leave People Hungry and Homeless, The Telegraph, September 22 
Demand for cheap food and fuel in the rich world is driving poor people from their homes.  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/8779372/Land-grabs-leave-
people-hungry-and-homeless-Oxfam.html 

 
Supply and Demand for Cereals in Nepal, 2010–2030, IFPRI, September 2011 
This paper attempts to estimate the future supply and demand for cereals in Nepal. The analysis undertaken 
in this paper attempts to bridge this gap in the literature by estimating supply and demand models for the 
three most important cereals in Nepal’s food basket: rice, wheat, and maize. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01120.pdf 
 
The Quiet Revolution in India’s Food Supply Chains, IFPRI, September 2011 
The food-processing sector is growing quickly while also concentrating and undergoing a rapid increase in 
the capital-output ratio, with little increase in employment. A modern segment is emerging in the wholesale 
sector, with the penetration of modern logistics firms and specialized modern wholesalers. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01115.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Farmers in China’s South Riot Over Seizure of Land, Andrew Jones, New York Times, September 23 
The violence was the latest outbreak of civil unrest in China fueled by popular discontent over industrial 
pollution, police misconduct or illegal land grabs that leave peasants with little or no compensation. Such 
“mass incidents,” as the government calls them, have been steadily increasing in recent years.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/24/world/asia/land-dispute-stirs-riots-in-southern-china.html  
 
China Cosigns $3 bln Tanzania Coal, Iron Deal, Reuters, September 22 
China's Sichuan Hongda Co. Ltd. has signed a $3 billion deal with Tanzania to mine coal and iron ore. Dubbed 
the single-biggest investment deal in east Africa, Sichuan Hongda will own 80 percent of the joint venture 
project. China has been increasing its footprint in Africa as it scrambles for oil and raw materials, bought in 
exchange for low-cost consumer goods. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/09/22/tanzania-china-mining-idUSL5E7KM1HU20110922  
 
China’s Food-Price Indigestion, Tom Orlik, Wall Street Journal, September 22 
China's pork prices might be about to come off the barbecue, but the structure of the agricultural sector 
means volatile prices will remain a problem. Food is the biggest part of China's consumer-price index with an 
estimated share of around 30%. Within that, the price of pork—China's favorite meat—is a key component.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903791504576584642633158706.html 
 
Soft Commodities: Poor Harvests Boost Trader Appetite, Alice Ross, Financial Times, September 22 
Commodity prices overall have trebled in the past 10 years, according to the Lloyds TSB Private Banking 
Commodities Monitor – mainly because of strong demand from emerging markets and a weaker US dollar. 
The report found prices rose 232 percent between 2001 and the end of August this year – equivalent to an 
average annual return of 13 percent or three times the average annual return from UK equities.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/6a3cd2f2-dfb8-11e0-b1db-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Washington Accuses China Over Chicken Export Duties, Wall Street Journal, September 21 
The U.S. accused China of imposing wrongful trade duties on U.S. chicken and poultry exports, and new U.S. 
Ambassador to China Gary Locke criticized China's treatment of foreign companies and repeated calls for 
faster yuan appreciation. Faster currency appreciation would help China combat inflation by cutting the cost 
of imports, he said.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903374004576582372727522258.html  
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China Versus India by the Numbers, India Real Time, Wall Street Journal, September 20 
The Indian government believes 4% growth in agricultural GDP is necessary not only to achieve the nation’s 
overall target 9% growth but also to reduce poverty. The most effective way of reducing poverty in a poorer 
country like India is by raising farm incomes because about 70% of the population is rural and slightly over 
50% of the workforce is engaged in agriculture. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2011/09/20/agriculture-journal-china-versus-india-by-the-numbers/ 

SEE ALSO: The Consequences of Inefficiency, Wall Street Journal, September 21 
The multiplier effect of spending more money on food is damaging for the economy since it inevitably 
means the purchasing of other goods declines. The Indian population as a whole spends about 46% 
of its budget on food compared to 33% for China. With dramatic disparity in incomes and wealth in 
India, the poor spend disproportionately more on food. The vast majority of the rural poor depend on 
agriculture for their livelihood. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2011/09/21/agriculture-journal-the-consequences-of-
inefficiency/   
SEE ALSO: What Needs to be Done, Wall Street Journal, September 22 
Indian farming has a complex and tortuous history of exploitation of farm labor and small farmers. So 
there is a myriad of laws to provide protection for the marginalized. But the laws need to adjust to a 
new reality. The good news is that the share of investment in agriculture as a percent of GDP has 
increased in the last five years compared to the previous five years.  
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2011/09/22/agriculture-journal-what-needs-to-be-done/ 

 
As Ranchers in Drought Areas Sell Cows, Others Buy, David Mercer, AP, September 19 
While the beef industry had already been shrinking, the pace accelerated this year when ranchers in 
Colorado, Oklahoma, Texas and other dry spots thinned their herds or sold off their cattle altogether because 
they couldn't grow hay and buying it and other feed was too expensive. The U.S. has about 31 million beef 
cattle, down 5.6 percent from 2006. 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/ranchers-drought-areas-sell-cows-buy-14552157  

SEE ALSO: Farmers in the Southern Plains Brace for Multi-Year Drought, Tiffany Stecker, Climate 
Wire, September 21 
Many farmers across Texas, as well as parts of Oklahoma, Kansas, Louisiana, Arkansas and New 
Mexico - areas under extreme drought conditions - are reporting the toughest season they've ever 
seen.  
http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2011/09/21/21climatewire-farmers-in-the-southern-plains-brace-
for-mul-25060.html  
SEE ALSO: Water Proposal could Devastate Texas Rice Industry, April Castro, AP, September 21 
If the combined storage of the reservoirs reaches between 850,000 and 920,000 acre-feet on March 
1, a limited amount of water would be made available for the farmers. The water authority's board 
says the move is an emergency measure to save the water that's left. 
http://news.yahoo.com/water-proposal-could-devastate-texas-rice-industry-071744019.html 

 
Japan’s Fishing Sector Seeks to Reinvent Itself, Financial Times, September 19 
The revitalization of the fishing industry in this region is important because the seven coastal prefectures 
most damaged by the tsunami account for between 40 and 55 percent of Japan’s total fishing and aquaculture. 
Experts say that the March 11 disaster should be a catalyst for the region to reinvent itself, and the 
accompanying fishing and farming industries. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/511a6bf6-d9da-11e0-b199-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Defining Responsible Farmland Investing, Financial Times, September 18 
Farmland is an increasingly attractive investment for pension funds, but some have held back from buying 
due to ethical and environmental concerns, and a fear of negative public perception. To help counter this, a 
group of institutional investors announced a set of investment principles for investing in farmland. Not 
everyone is as positive about agriculture investment, however; Olivier De Schutter says since the global food 
price crisis of 07/08, there has been a “race for farmland” among investors. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/18267ac2-de14-11e0-a115-00144feabdc0.html   
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AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Yum Brands Sells A&W, Long John Silver’s Chains Separately, Bloomberg, September 22 
Yum! Brands Inc. agreed to sell its Long John Silver’s restaurants to LJS Partners LLC and the A&W All-
American Food chain to A Great American Brand LLC for undisclosed prices as it focuses on expanding in 
China. 
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-09-22/yum-brands-sells-a-w-long-john-silver-s-chains-
separately.html 
 
WFP, PepsiCo and USAID Fight Child Malnutrition In Ethiopia, World Food Program, September 21 
PepsiCo and WFP announced the launch of Enterprise EthioPEA, a two-year project designed to provide 
nutrition for more than 40,000 Ethiopian children through a new ready-to-eat food, while at the same time 
helping 10,000 farmers across the country raise their yields of the product’s key ingredient - chickpeas.  
http://www.wfp.org/stories/wfp-pepsico-and-usaid-fight-child-malnutrition-ethiopia?  

SEE ALSO: PepsiCo to Foster Chickpeas in Ethiopia, New York Times, September 20 
PepsiCo plans to work with farmers in Ethiopia to increase the production and quality of chickpeas, 
which the company needs to meet demand for its hummus products. Currently, 100,000 farmers 
there grow chickpeas, but not as a primary crop. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/21/business/pepsicos-chick-pea-plan-includes-taking-on-
famine.html 
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