
 
 

 
 

October 22nd – October 29th, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: – “As we promote the development that gives nations a path out of poverty, we can focus on 
the infrastructure, finance and good governance that unleash growth. Even as we work to save lives from the 
drought and famine in the Horn of Africa, we need to continue investing in the food security and agricultural 
productivity that make future famines less likely and communities more self-sufficient.” – President Barack 
Obama in “A Firewall to Stop Europe’s Crisis Spreading”, Financial Times, October 27, 2011 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
Can We Feed Seven Billion People?, Opinion, Sir Gordon Conway, Huffington Post, October 28 
Farmers are part of the private sector. They are often entrepreneurial and innovative. But they are usually 
very small. 80% of African farmers are smallholders with less than two hectares of land. They can only be 
innovative if they have access to inputs, either subsidised or at a cheap cost, and if they get a fair price for 
their products in the local or regional markets. In the end it comes down to good governance and committed 
political leadership. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/professor-sir-gordon-conway/can-we-feed-seven-billion_b_1063464.html 
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A Firewall to Stop Europe’s Crisis Spreading, Opinion, Barak Obama, Financial Times, October 27 
As we promote the development that gives nations a path out of poverty, we can focus on the infrastructure, 
finance and good governance that unleash growth. Even as we work to save lives from the drought and 
famine in the Horn of Africa, we need to continue investing in the food security and agricultural productivity 
that make future famines less likely and communities more self-sufficient. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/8bea546a-ffc5-11e0-8441-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Committee on Food Security Moves on Important Food Security Issues, FAO, October 26 
A set of recommendations aimed at reducing food price volatility and enhancing vulnerable populations' 
resilience to price shocks has been agreed here by the Committee on World Food Security. One important 
meeting outcome aims to reduce food price volatility at the world market level by enhancing transparency 
and information-sharing and strengthening the coordination of responses.  
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/93401/icode/ 
 
Five Myths about the G20, Opinion, Robert B. Zoellick, Washington Post, October 28 
The London summit also transformed the Financial Stability Forum — a loose grouping founded by the G-7 — 
into a more influential Financial Stability Board open to all G-20 nations and tasked with guiding new 
financial regulatory policies; it has already led to accords on standards and monitoring. 
www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/five-myths-about-the-g-20/2011/10/20/gIQAHd0dPM_story.html 
 
G20 Outlook: Will Food Security Agenda Remain Priority at Cannes Summit, Adam Russell Taylor, Guest 
Commentary, Global Food for Thought Blog, October 28 
The plan must include developing a global strategy and mechanisms that ensure early and effective responses 
to prevent acute food insecurity and malnutrition; ensure that agriculture and food security policies and 
programs include improved nutrition outcomes for women and children as a key objective; implement 
systems and mechanisms that reduce extreme and volatile food prices by increasing market transparency and 
reducing the impact of biofuels on food prices; and provide increased and better coordinated support for 
small-scale farmers.  
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/10/guest-commentary-g20-
outlook-will-food-security-agenda-remain-priority-at-cannes-summit.html 
 
Convergence of Public and Private Sector Goals to Build a Better World: From CSR to Embedding 
Societal Needs into Business, Opinion, Dr. Derek Yach, Huffington Post, October 26 
While the financial markets remain unstable, hunger persists, the environment deteriorates and inequalities 
grow, a quiet transformation is underway in how business and government see their respective roles. In a 
major speech on future directions in foreign aid USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah highlighted the need to 
move more swiftly towards private-public partnerships involving U.S. corporations and local businesses in 
developing countries and address unmet development needs within innovative business models.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-derek-yach/convergence-of-public-and_b_1030314.html 
 
Interview: Bill Gates to Urge G20 Not Turn Backs on Poor, Lesley Wroughton, Reuters, October 24 
Gates said he would tell G20 leaders at a summit in France next month not to turn their backs on funding 
development projects in poor countries despite tough times at home. In remarks while accepting the World 
Food Program's George McGovern Leadership Award, Gates said the famine and drought in the Horn of Africa 
should be a wake-up call for the international community. 
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFN1E79N1EZ20111024 
 
Extra Billions Can be Fed, but Who Will Pay the Tab?, Carey Gillam, Reuters, October 25 
In the 1980s, about 25 percent of U.S. foreign aid went to agriculture, but that fell to 6 percent by 1990 and 
was only about 1 percent last year, said Robert Thompson. And the share of world bank lending going to 
agriculture is down from about 30 percent in 1978 to less than 10 percent, he said. "We have to raise 
productivity," Thompson said. "I think we can do it all if we invest enough in research. But at the moment we 
aren't."  
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/25/us-population-food-idUSTRE79O6C620111025 
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A New Kind of Benevolence, Louise Lucas, Financial Times, October 24 
Food and drink companies’ support of smallholders helps ensure security of supply; drugmakers Eli Lilly and 
Dow Chemical both have pledges to help educate the next generation of scientists. Derek Yach, senior vice-
president for global health policy at PepsiCo, is clear that the US beverage and snack group’s project helping 
chickpea farmers in Ethiopia improve productivity fits firmly into the bigger corporate picture. The company 
also aims to lift communities out of poverty and turn subsistence farmers into entrepreneurs through the 
provision of superior seeds, training in modern farming methods and irrigation.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/cc8a5464-fb08-11e0-bebe-00144feab49a.html  
 
The Right Vote, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council on 
Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, October 29 
“Vote for the Appropriations Committee recommendation for foreign operations and against any cuts that 
would hurt hungry and poor people." That was the succinct message of a slide posted by Bread for the World 
President David Beckmann yesterday at the Alliance to End Hunger annual gathering. It was all that needed to 
be said in advance of next week’s scheduled vote in the Senate on the State Department’s foreign operations 
funding levels for fiscal year 2012 – if indeed it comes to the Senate floor.  
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/10/roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-the-right-vote.html#more 
 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Open For Questions: Crisis in the Horn of Africa, The White House Blog, October 26 
USAID Administrator Raj Shah and Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director of the National 
Security Council Gayle Smith shared their knowledge, took your questions and explained how Americans can 
contribute. War, famine and drought are currently devastating 13 million people in the Horn of Africa. If long-
term changes are not made soon, there will be more extremism, more threat and more instability in this part 
of the world. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2011/10/26/open-questions-crisis-horn-africa  

SEE ALSO: USAID Forward Campaign, October 2011 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55PmeNBtSPk&feature=share” 

 
Testimony: Dr. Doug Elmendorf, Director, Congressional Budget Office, Joint Select Committee on Deficit 
Reduction, U.S. Congress, October 26 
Discretionary outlays—the part of federal spending that lawmakers generally control through annual 
appropriation acts—totaled about $1.35 trillion in 2011, or close to 40 percent of federal outlays.  Slightly 
more than half of that spending was for defense. 
http://www.deficitreduction.gov/public/_cache/files/a646afef-1c2d-456c-9186-e021fabf8904/111026-
DiscretionarySpending_Testimony.pdf 
 
Remarks by the First Lady at Mayor's Summit on Food Deserts, White House, October 25 
Think about what it means for our economy when kids have the nutrition they need to focus in the classroom. 
Because starting out with that apple really makes a difference in terms of how kids focus and are ready to 
learn.  And what it means as they grow up into adults with the energy and the stamina to succeed in the 
workplace and to go on to succeed in life. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/10/25/remarks-first-lady-mayors-summit-food-
deserts-chicago-illinois 

SEE ALSO: Food Desert in Chicago Reportedly Down 40 Percent, Huffington Post, October 25 
The food desert problem persists largely on the city's South and West Sides, where access to grocery 
stores, farmers markets or other vendors selling fresh, high-quality, affordable food is either limited 
or nonexistent. Chicago's current food desert population is estimated to be 384,000 -- almost a third 
of which are children.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/10/24/food-deserts-in-chicago-r_n_1029296.html 

 
Remarks by Vice President Biden at the World Food Program USA Leadership Award Ceremony, White 
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House, October 24 
We launched Feed the Future because tackling global hunger reflects our nation’s cherished values and 
because we believe that starvation anywhere, even in far-off corners of the planet, is the responsibility of all 
people everywhere. But we also made food security a priority because it enhances our national security and 
the stability of the international system. As Pope Paul VI once said, “development is the new word for peace.” 
And the reality is that, in many countries, food security and political stability are closely linked. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/10/24/remarks-vice-president-biden-world-food-
program-usa-leadership-award-cer 

SEE ALSO: Secretary Clinton’s Remarks, U.S. State Department, October 24 
The Obama Administration is trying to make sure that fewer people go to bed hungry, more 
agricultural producers have the support they need to improve their crop yields, access markets, and 
provide nutrition. The US is a leading partner in these relief efforts. We have already committed 
almost $650 million for food and humanitarian assistance. And today, I am pleased to announce that 
we are providing an additional $100 million, primarily in food assistance, for drought-affected areas 
in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia. 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/10/176065.htm  
SEE ALSO: A Conversation With Howard G. Buffett, Bill Gates, and Josette Sheeran, World Food 
Program Executive Director, Focusing on Efforts to Address Global Hunger and Create 
Economic Opportunity 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/10/176072.htm 
SEE ALSO: The 10th Annual George McGovern Leadership Award, World Food Program USA, 
October 24 
Purchase for Progress links the U.N. World Food Program’s demand for staple food commodities with 
the technical expertise of a wide range of partners to build the capacity of farmers to access credit, 
increase agricultural production, and improve their ability to deliver a high quality product to 
markets.  
http://usa.wfp.org/news-story/secretary-state-wfp-usa-honor-buffett-gates-leadership-addressing-
global-hunger  

 
Remarks by Rajiv Shah, Administrator, USAID, Faith-Based Partnerships and Global Development, 
USAID, October 18 
We know that our work is central and critical to our national security. We know that our work is central and 
critical to our economic future. We know that the work we do contributes to our economic prospects and our 
national security, but in order to do this work to that level of excellence, we have had to make some changes 
in how we work. 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2011/sp111018.html 
 
Letter from the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, White House, October 19 
The Administration will strongly oppose legislation that decimates vital, bipartisan efforts like global health 
programs, food security, and global climate change initiatives – all programs aimed at the root causes of 
instability and insecurity in fragile and failing countries around the world. The Administration also opposes a 
failure to provide funding for general capital increases at multilateral development banks, which would 
hamper economic recovery worldwide.  
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/files/fp_uploaded_documents/111024_letter-regarding-fy2012-
appropriations-sent-to-senator-inouye-congressman-rogers--congressman-dicks-and-senator-cochran.pdf 

SEE ALSO: White House to Congress: Don’t Cut Any More Than Necessary, Josh Rogin, October 24 
On national security, Lew wrote that the White House supports the Senate's version of the State and 
Foreign ops appropriations bill, which is about $5 billion higher than the House's version. The White 
House also supports the Senate's proposal for defense funding, which amounts to a freeze in the 
defense budget this year. 
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/10/24/white_house_to_congress_don_t_cut_any_mor
e_than_necessary 
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UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
The Gates Foundation Agricultural Policies Portfolio: Four Years Old and Looking Ahead 
Date: November 2, 2011 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
This seminar will feature the highlights of the Foundation’s analysis, describe the evolution of the Agricultural 
Development Program’s strategy, and define the role of the Foundation’s agricultural policies portfolio in 
achieving its vision of poverty reduction. Seminar participants will also review the Foundation’s last four 
years of grant making in the area of data and policy analysis and discuss priorities for future policy work. 
http://www.ifpri.org/event/gates-foundation-agricultural-policies-portfolio 
 
The Impact of Youth and Innovation in Agriculture in Latin American and Caribbean 
Date: November 2, 2011 
Location: Washington, D.C.  
IICA in partnership with the OAS is organizing the 6th Annual ‘IICA Day’ event in the format of an OAS Policy 
Roundtable. This event will include guest speakers followed by a panel discussion of four youth 
entrepreneurs in agriculture development. 
http://www.iica.int/usa 
 
International Conference on Climate Change and Food Security 
Date: November 6 – 8, 2011 
Location: Beijing, China 
This conference will provide a forum for leading international scientists and young researchers to present 
their latest research findings, exchange their research ideas and share their experiences in climate change 
and food security studies.  
http://www.ifpri.org/event/international-conference-climate-change-and-food-security-icccfs  
 
Future-Proof Farming 
Date: November 9, 2011 
Place: Bibliothèque Solvay, Brussels 
Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy needs to meet growing challenges that range from food security and 
safety to ecological sustainability and climate change. Meanwhile, Europe’s farmers face a variety of 
ecological challenges, yet agriculture can contribute much to the creation of an environment-friendly and 
resource-efficient economy.  
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/Event
View/EventId/1066/Futureprooffarming.aspx 
 
Agricultural R&D: Investing in Africa’s Future 
Date: December 5-7, 2011 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
ASTI, together with the International Food Policy Report Institute, and the Forum for Agricultural Research in 
Africa, is convening a conference on agricultural R&D in Africa focused on the following themes: 1. Levels and 
Stability of Agricultural R&D Investments; 2. Human Resource Development of Agricultural R&D; 3. Aligning 
and Rationalizing Institutional Structures; and 4. Measuring and Improving the Effectiveness of R&D Systems.  
http://www.ifpri.org/event/agricultural-rd-investing-africa-s-future 
 
Assessing Indigenous Fertilizer Production Opportunities in Africa 
Date: December 5-9, 2011 
Location: Arusha, Tanzania 
To examine and assess the factors, constraints and options to be considered in developing natural resources 
of fertilizer raw materials, IFDC is offering a one-week international workshop. The workshop is designed for 
middle- to senior-level officials/managers working in public or private sector companies involved in all 
aspects of fertilizer and agro-mineral resource development. 
http://www.ifdc.org/Training/Assessing_Indigenous_Fertilizer_Production_Opportu 
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How do Practices, Value Chains and Trade Need to be Transformed? 
Date: December 14-15, 2011 
Location: London, UK 
This conference will gather business leaders and representatives from the private sector, governments, 
multilateral agencies, and non-governmental organizations to examine changing agricultural investment 
patterns, highlighting international policy developments and business approaches to coping with 
environmental shocks and stresses presented by climate change and global population growth. 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/food2011 
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Report: 
 
The Economic Impacts of Asynchronous Authorizations and Low Level Presence: An Overview, 
International Food and Agriculture Trade Policy Council, October 2011 
This paper discusses the potential economic impacts of asynchronous authorizations and low level presence 
of biotech events not yet authorized in the importing country in agricultural commodities and foods traded in 
international markets. 
http://www.agritrade.org/Publications/documents/LLPOverview.pdf  

SEE ALSO: China's Agricultural Biotechnology Regulations - Export and Import Considerations 
This paper indicates that trade disruptions due to China’s zero threshold approach to LLP could 
result in a slight increase in domestic maize price and large rise in soybean price, with knock-on 
effects on the livestock sector and overall social welfare, and also have repercussions in the export 
markets.  
http://www.agritrade.org/Publications/documents/LLPChina.pdf  
SEE ALSO: Asynchronous Approvals of GM Products and the Codex Annex: What Low Level 
Presence Policy for Vietnam? 
This paper analyzes the economic effects of policy options under the Codex Annex on Low Level 
Presence to manage the risk of trade disruption with asynchronous approval of GM products. 
http://www.agritrade.org/Publications/documents/LLPVietnam.pdf  
SEE ALSO: Potential Economic Impacts of Asynchronous Approvals of Biotech Crops on Latin 
American Countries 
All major exporters in North and Latin America have extensively adopted biotech crops, while most 
of the Latin American importers generally have not. 
http://www.agritrade.org/Publications/documents/LLPLAC.pdf 
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Food Security Centre for Canberra, Chris Johnson, Canberra Times, October 28 
A new $36 million food security centre will be established in Canberra and be given the specific task of 
sharing Australia's food production expertise with poorer African nations. The centre will be based in 
Canberra with an office also in an African capital city, and will aim to address under-investment in agriculture 
on that continent. 
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/general/food-security-centre-for-
canberra/2339033.aspx 
 
House, Senate Ag Leaders Face Tuesday Deadline, Hagstrom Report, October 28 
Leaders of the House and Senate agriculture committees and their staffs — particularly their staffs — are 
expected to work through the weekend to try to complete a farm bill proposal for the super committee in 
charge of deficit reduction by Tuesday. The guiding factor in writing the bill is how to allow for a $23 billion 
cut over 10 years while still maintaining viable programs.  
www.hagstromreport.com 
 
USDA Invests in Crop Insurance Education in 47 States, Agri-Pulse, October 28\ 
The Risk Management Education and Outreach Agreements program is awarding $8.5 million to fund 109 
agreements. Under the Risk Management Targeted States program, almost five million is being awarded to 
deliver crop insurance education and information to agricultural producers in 16 states designated as 
historically underserved with respect to crop insurance. 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/USDA_Crop_Insurance_Education_1028201.asp 
 
China’s Farming History Misapplied in Africa, Opinion, William G. Moseley, IPS News, October 27 
While China and the West benefit from this New Green Revolution strategy, it is not clear if the same is true 
for small farmers and poor households in sub-Saharan Africa. For most food-insecure households on the 
continent, there are at least two problems with this strategy.  
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=105629 
 
A Letter to the Editor, Clayton Yeutter, New York Times, October 27 
I agree that the farm-policy status quo is unacceptable. Our agriculture policies and programs, born in the 
1930s, are in need of reform. But to suggest that American farmers no longer need a safety net would be 
sheer folly. The proposal by Senator Sherrod Brown and Senator John Thune, which is critiqued in the article, 
does this well, while saving taxpayers $20 billion. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/28/opinion/a-farm-safety-net.html 
 
7 Billion: The Real Population Scare Is Not What You Think, Manish Bapna, Huffington Post, October 26 
Population growth, however, is not the biggest skeleton in the closet when it comes to our planet's ability to 
absorb human impact. Worldwide, at least 30% of all food grown is lost between field and fork. Second, 
water. Rising water demand is outstripping supply, driven in part by the land and water-intensive needs of 
meat-heavy middle class diets. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/manish-bapna/population-growth_b_1033396.html 
 
UK Scientists Grow Super Broccoli that Could Improve Health, Studies Preliminary but Promising, 
Washington Post, October 26 
British scientists unveiled a new breed of the vegetable that experts say packs a big nutritional punch. The 
new broccoli was specially grown to contain two to three times the normal amount of glucoraphanin, a 
nutrient believed to help ward off heart disease. Glucoraphanin works by breaking fat down in the body, 
preventing it from clogging the arteries. It is only found in broccoli in significant amounts.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/uk-scientists-grow-super-broccoli-that-could-improve-
health-studies-preliminary-but-promising/2011/10/26/gIQAzbGwHM_story.html 
 
Biofuel Industry Lobbying for Aid in Farm Bill, Philip Brasher, Des Moines Register, October 26 
The biofuel industry is lobbying lawmakers to continue some subsidies and financial assistance that they got 
in the last farm bill. One of the problems facing the renewable energy industry is that none of the programs 
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they want to continue has any funding beyond next year, and the farm bill programs that do have money are 
likely to face cuts themselves. 
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/10/26/biofuel-industry-lobbying-for-aid-in-
farm-bill/ 
 
Food Follies, Editorial, Washington Post, October 23 
By any reasonable measure, the current system of federal support for agriculture is a scandalous misuse of 
taxpayer dollars. In fiscal 2010, the federal government spent about $5.1 billion on payments to commodity 
producers – regardless of need – and another $13 billion on ‘counter-cyclical’ aid, heavily subsidized crop 
insurance and ‘disaster’ programs. Most recipients were far from poor. They payments distort markets and 
antagonize our trading partners while encouraging wasteful farming.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/food-follies/2011/10/21/gIQAtBvcAM_story.html 
 
Cuts Threaten to Close Center for Crop Safety in South Texas, Danny Guerra, New York Times, October 22 
As Congress considers closing the center, there are growing concerns in the agricultural community about the 
future safety of crops imported into the United States. Proposed cuts to USDA research programs have put in 
jeopardy the South Texas center, and nine others around the country.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/us/cuts-threaten-to-close-center-for-crop-safety-in-south-texas.html 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Graham Right on Foreign Aid, Editorial, The Post and Courier, October 27 
It is simply wrong to think that eliminating foreign aid would do much to reduce federal deficits. This year the 
entire budget for foreign affairs represents just 1 percent of the federal budget of $3.6 trillion. Eliminating it 
would amount to scarcely more than a rounding error in the $1 trillion estimated deficit. 
http://www.postandcourier.com/news/2011/oct/27/graham-right-on-foreign-aid/ 
 
Relief Efforts in Somalia Falling Short, Claire Provost, Guardian, October 27 
The current UN appeal for Somalia is funded at 79%. It has received $778.6m to date, leaving a shortfall of 
$214.8m. According to estimates from Somalia's Food Security and Nutrition Analysis unit, 4 million people 
are in need of emergency assistance across the country, three quarters of them in the south. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/oct/27/relief-efforts-somalia-falling-short  

SEE ALSO: Somali Fighting and Rain ‘Worsens Drought Crisis’, Will Ross, BBC, 26 October 2011 
Eleven days ago, the Kenyan army entered Somalia to fight the Islamist insurgent group, al-Shabab. 
The deployment and weather have contributed to slowing the flow of Somalis to Kenya's Dadaab 
refugee camp.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-15470027 

 
The Life-Saving Power of Education, Christine Elizabeth Horansky, Washington Post, October 27 
Education is one of the best investments donor countries can make in the fight to end poverty, promote 
democracy and reduce dependence on foreign aid. It has an incredible multiplier effect on health and 
economic growth among other development priorities. The US has a historic opportunity to join this 
multilateral effort. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-innovations/the-life-saving-power-of-
education/2011/10/26/gIQAn4mFMM_story.html 
 
Toward a Smarter Power: Moving Beyond the Rhetoric, Justin Polin, World Affairs, October 26 
President Obama, to his credit, has sought to change this unhealthy status quo, seeking to implement what 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called “smart power,” which she defined as “the full range of tools at our 
disposal—diplomatic, economic, military, political, legal, and cultural—picking the right tool, or combination 
of tools for each situation.” 
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/article/toward-smarter-power-moving-beyond-rhetoric   
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Foreign Aid Workers Seized in Somalia, Solomon Moore, Wall Street Journal, October 26 
The foreign aid workers—one American, the other Danish—were staff members of the Danish Demining 
Group, an international aid organization. Nongovernmental organizations and aid agencies have scaled back 
their activities in East Africa to protect their staffs from possible attacks.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204777904576652972554458158.html 
 
World Food Program Gets Boost from Canada, Huffington Post, October 26 
Canada has announced $350 million in new funding to help feed the world’s hungry for the next five years. 
Canada will give the United Nations World Food Program $25 million per year for the next five years for its 
humanitarian emergency food aid programs, and its school meals program will get $25 million per year for 
the next four years.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mobileweb/2011/10/26/world-food-program-gets-b_n_1032493.html 
 
Much Foreign Aid is Useless, the Rest is a Scam, Opinion, Lorne Gunter, National Post, October 25 
What is the goal of foreign aid? We claim it’s about helping the world’s poor lift themselves out of poverty and 
despair. But I think it is about assuaging our Western guilt. We give money to rotting, fetid hellholes because 
doing so cleanses our consciences. We are merely tossing hard-earned tax dollars into a swirling, downward 
drain. Our aid does little good because it goes to the wrong people or the wrong solutions. 
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2011/10/25/lorne-gunter-much-foreign-aid-is-useless-the-rest-is-a-
scam/ 
 
Senators Outraged U.S. Borrowing Big From China While Also Giving It Aid, Jim Angle, Fox News, October 
24 
China is one of the biggest economies in the world and grew at more than 9 percent over the last year. It also 
has loaned more than $1 trillion to the U.S. to fund its deficit-spending. But at the same time, the U.S. sends 
foreign aid to China, which lawmakers of all stripes say is just plain nuts. It isn't a lot of aid - tens of millions in 
bilateral aid, much more through international institutions. 
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/10/24/senators-outraged-us-borrowing-big-from-china-while-
also-giving-it-aid/ 
 
China Makes Single Largest Grain Donation to Africa, Xinhua, October 23 
China has delivered food donations worth 443.2 million yuan (69.58 million U.S. dollars) to the Horn of Africa 
which is suffering from severe drought and famine. Meanwhile, China-Africa trade volume surpassed 100 
billion U.S. dollars in 2010, and reached 79 billion dollars in the first half of this year, growing by 29.1 percent 
year on year.  
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-10/23/c_122188537.htm 
 
11 Myths About Global Hunger, World Food Program, October 21 
There isn’t enough food to feed the world, most of the world's hungry live in Africa, and it's mostly a question 
of droughts and other natural disasters. All of these statements are wrong. But they reflect a common set of 
misconceptions on hunger. Here are 11 of the most common myths - with the reality they mask. 
http://www.wfp.org/stories/11-myths-about-global-hunger 
 
Foreign Aid Shouldn’t be First Thing on the Chopping Block, Opinion, Matthew Wallin, The Hill, October 20 
Foreign assistance creates long lasting partnerships with countries and foreign publics—partnerships that 
benefit the national security of the United States.  By helping to educate, empower, employ, and befriend 
people in other countries, we decrease instability that we have ended up spending trillions to combat. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/188959-foreign-aid-shouldnt-be-first-thing-on-the-
chopping-block 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Media Articles: 
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Coffee, Bananas Grow Together to Fight Climate Change, Heather Murdock, VOA News, October 27 
Over the next three to four decades, temperatures in the Great Lakes Region of Central Africa are expected to 
rise about two degrees Celsius. So Rwanda is experimenting with what is already widely practiced in some 
neighboring countries. They are growing banana and coffee plants on the same soil to prepare for the new 
climate in the long term, and to grow the economy in the short term.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Coffee-Bananas-Grow-Together-to-Fight-Climate-Change-
132711033.html 
 
Simple Solutions will Help Speed Recovery for Ethiopian Families, Opinion, Barbara Frost and Jan 
Eliasson, Huffington Post, October 26 
A longer term approach that provides sustainable services is crucial in helping communities to become more 
resilient to the impact of these sever climatic events. In the drought affected regions of Ethiopia we have 
found that simple, cost-effective technologies are supplying water and sanitation to local communities. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/barbara-frost/simple-solutions-will-hel_b_1032528.html 
 
Water: Shortages threaten to Hamper Growth, Leslie Hook, Financial Times, October 25 
Water has become a critical issue for China, as the world’s second-largest economy copes with falling water 
tables and increasingly severe shortages. The country has 20 percent of the world’s population but only 7 
percent of its fresh water supply. It is one of the most water-poor economies in the world. Agriculture 
consumes most of China’s water, as crop irrigation has spread to help meet growing demand for food. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/7c2e114c-f980-11e0-bf8f-00144feab49a.html 
 
Population Growth Taxing Planet’s Resources, Juliet Eilperin, Washington Post, October 23 
Sometimes local needs are depleting water, fish and forests; other times food and fuel needs in one region of 
the world are transforming ecosystems in another. Under either scenario, however, expanding human 
demands are placing pressure on resources, particularly on world water supply and fisheries.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/population-growth-taxing-planets-
resources/2011/10/16/gIQAD9bMAM_story.html 
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Numbers Matter, But People Count, Opinion, Suzanne Ehlers, Huffington Post, October 27 
Time and time again, in country after country, history has shown that if you give women the tools to have 
control over their lives, the numbers will follow. They solve the "population problem" on their own. No need 
for laws, no force necessary. Make them healthy, make births safer, ensure their kids will live, give them 
access to contraception, and women opt for smaller families. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/suzanne-ehlers/population-women-contraception_b_1035334.html 
 
Women Lead the Way in the Struggle Against Swaziland's HIV Crisis, Gary Nunn, Guardian, October 26 
Women operate at grassroots level in tackling HIV because they're rarely trusted with real responsibility. But 
they are increasingly making their voices heard. Yet the crisis is too far-reaching for women to tackle alone, 
and men are now being actively encouraged to take responsibility. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/oct/26/swazi-women-campaign-
stigma-hiv  
 
Kenya Struggles With Female Lawmaker Quota, Cathy Majtenyi, VOA News, October 25 
Currently, the parliament consists of 222 members. But only 22, or 10 percent, are women. But the country’s 
new constitution mandates that no more than two-thirds of members of elected public bodies can be of the 
same gender. The government is struggling to figure out how to comply and formed a Cabinet task force in 
mid-August to come up with a solution. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Kenya-Struggles-With-Female-Lawmaker-Quota-
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132530993.html 
 
World Bank Must Put its Money Behind the Rhetoric on Gender Equality, Elizabeth Arend, Guardian, 
October 24 
Unfortunately, for billions of poor women and girls worldwide, the bank's track record in promoting gender 
equality in its investments reflects an alarming gap between rhetoric and reality. The World Bank's 
agriculture investments provide one such example. Although the bank acknowledges that gender equality is 
critical to achieving the millennium development goal to end extreme hunger, this admission is hardly 
reflected in actual agriculture investments. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/oct/24/world-bank-agricultural-
investments-women 
 
Women who Sow Innovation, Business Line, October 2011 
Bhagwati Devi from Sikar, in Rajasthan, has invented a way to protect crops from termites by planting a 
variety of wood, locally known as safedi ki lakdi.Their love for agriculture and acumen for innovation recently 
fetched Laxmi, Teilang and Bhagwati national recognition. 
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/features/life/article2573885.ece?ref=wl_features 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
 
What do 7 Billion People Mean for our Global Future?, Opinion, Ian Goldin, Huffington Post, October 28 
A billion people go hungry today not because the world can't produce enough food to feed them but because 
they do not have economic and physical access to food. Seven billion people mean that food needs to rise up 
the policy agenda; that we need simultaneously to increase food production sustainably, reduce waste, 
moderate demand, and reform our national and international institutions to make globalization work to 
promote food security.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/ian-goldin/what-do-7-billion-people-_b_1064352.html 
 
Brazil Gives Zimbabwe $300 Million Loan for Farming, AFP, October 27 
Brazil has given Zimbabwe a $300 million loan to support its farms under a programme to increase food 
production in Africa. Zimbabwe needs 2.2 million tonnes of maize to feed itself, but according to government 
projections only 1.7 million tonnes were harvested this year.  
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5h8zZxZGlWPTUJO8x0M1EJ3pTgWQg? 
 
Reformist Japan Farmers Urge Free Trade to Spur Change, New York Times, October 27 
Free trade is anathema to many Japanese farmers, who after decades of decline make up just 4 percent of the 
workforce and contribute only 1 percent of GDP but pack political clout through a powerful lobby and an 
electoral system biased toward rural voters.  
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2011/10/27/world/asia/international-us-japan-trade-farmers.html 
 
Private Equity: Initiatives Aim to Bring in More Business, Katrina Manson, Financial Times, October 27 
As international investors launch the largest private equity funds yet to target Africa, the pace on Kenya’s 
own domestic market is quickening as a result of regulatory innovation and the development of homegrown 
funds, go-betweens and data tracking. Kenya is now home to more than 25 private equity funds.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/55db4b10-fbdb-11e0-989c-00144feab49a.html 
 
Food Scarcity à la Wall Street, Eric Holt Gimenez, Huffington Post, October 26 
There is scarcity -- but not of food. People are going hungry today not because there is not enough food, but 
because they are poor and can't afford food, especially when prices spike -- as they have been doing since 
2008. In fact, there's hardly been any change in world food demand over the last three years. Food price 
surges are the result of a new phenomenon: massive hoarding of food commodity derivatives. These are 
specialized financial products invented by powerful financial institutions. 
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/eric-holt-gimenez/food-scarcity-a-la-wall-s_b_1032904.html 
 
Clashes Between Tribes and Agribusiness Increases in Malaysia, Liz Gooch, New York Times, October 26 
The land that once thrived with an abundance of crops that fed his family and provided their livelihood has 
been stripped bare. As the country continues its push toward economic prosperity, with key commodities like 
palm oil a valuable export, rights groups and lawyers say that encroachment on indigenous land is increasing.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/27/world/asia/27iht-malaysia27.html 
 
Putin says Russia to Levy Higher Export Duties on Grain if Shipments Exceed 25 Million Tons, 
Washington Post, October 25 
Russia, a major grain exporter, is still recovering from a severe drought in the summer of 2010 when exports 
were banned in an effort to keep bread prices from skyrocketing. Putin said the potential increase in export 
duties is designed to prevent a new surge in grain and bread prices within Russia. Russia exported 21.4 
million tons of grain in 2009. After decades of stagnation,  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/putin-says-russia-to-levy-higher-export-duties-on-
grain-if-shipments-exceed-25-million-tons/2011/10/25/gIQAiTjpFM_story.html 
 
Rice Climbs by Daily Limit on Thai Flood Damage, Tom Polansek, Wall Street Journal, October 24 
Driving prices higher are concerns that the flood damage in Thailand is worse than was initially feared. 
Farmers have lost about three million metric tons of milled rice, or about 20% of the country's main crop. The 
widespread floods and forecasts for extensive damage have sparked fears in countries that depend on Thai 
rice for food. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204777904576651300494581670.html 

SEE ALSO: Thai Floods Reach Northern Bangkok, Ben Bland, Financial Times, October 24 
Moody’s, the credit rating agency, estimated on Monday that the floods would cost Thailand more 
than Bt200bn ($6.5bn), or 2 percent of GDP. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/36c723ee-fe32-11e0-a1eb-00144feabdc0.html  
SEE ALSO: Floods inch Closer to Heart of Thailand’s Capital, Washington Post, October 27 
The floods, the heaviest in Thailand in more than half a century, have drenched a third of the 
country’s provinces, killed close to 400 people and displaced more than 110,000 others. For weeks, 
the water has crept down from the central plains, flowing south toward the Gulf of Thailand. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/tens-of-thousands-flee-thai-capital-as-
official-flooding-assessments-turn-more-grim/2011/10/26/gIQATwNZKM_story.html  

 
UN, Kenya to Launch Africa-Wide Investment Database, Cathy Majtenyi, VOA News, October 23 
The database contains information on companies’ activities in Africa. It also indicates which parts of the 
continent’s economies are growing, recent investments, and other trends that will enable investors to make 
informed decisions when setting up shop in Africa. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/UN-Kenya-to-Launch-Africa-wide-Investment-Database-
132402433.html 
 
FAO Cautious on Drop in Food Prices, Financial Times, October 23 
The drop in the FAO index is the result of lower prices for grains, sugar and vegetable oils, amid concerns of 
weaker demand driven by the slowing global economy and exacerbated by near-record prices. Nonetheless, 
traders continue to believe the price of foods such as corn, beef or rice could rise to new records as 
production falls short. The FAO food price index remains 16 percent higher than a year ago. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/bdcccb40-fc0d-11e0-b1d8-00144feab49a.html 
 
Seven Billion, Opinion, Joel E. Cohen, New York Times, October 23 
One week from today, the UN estimates, the world’s population will reach seven billion. In much of Africa and 
South Asia, more than half the children are stunted as a result of chronic hunger. While the world produced 
2.3 billion metric tons of cereal grains in 2009-10 — enough calories to sustain 9 to 11 billion people — only 
46 percent of the grain went into human mouths. Domestic animals got 34 percent of the crop, and 19 percent 
went to industrial uses like biofuels, starches and plastics. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/24/opinion/seven-billion.html 
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Farmers Sense the End of Big Boom, Scott Kilman, Wall Street Journal, October 22 
The boom that has made the farm belt one of the strongest economies in the U.S. still has plenty of 
momentum, but the ride is getting bumpy. The prices U.S. farmers are receiving for crops such as corn and 
soybeans are more than double what they were before mid-2006. But prices of these crops have fallen about 
16% since late August.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203752604576645322658824248.html   
 
Why America’s Partners Take Heart From Trade Deals, Opinion, Robin Twyman, Wall Street Journal, 
October 21 
Open markets and removing barriers to trade are vital parts of economic growth. Trade means more choice, 
innovation and competition. It means lower prices for goods and services for consumers, manufacturers and 
processors. No-one can dispute that the U.S. is the world’s largest trader, or that it has the world’s most open 
market. But the three FTAs were ratified against a worrisome background. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2011/10/21/guest-contribution-why-americas-partners-take-heart-from-
trade-deals/ 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
DuPont and Plant Sensory Systems Collaborate to Increase Nitrogen Use Efficiency in Corn, Corn and 
Soybean Digest, October 27 
DuPont and Plant Sensory Systems have entered into a collaboration to evaluate proprietary genes for 
increasing nitrogen use efficiency in corn. Corn products developed using these genes could help growers 
protect yield while reducing inputs and decrease the energy required to apply fertilizers. 
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/dupont-and-plant-sensory-systems-collaborate-increase-nitrogen-use-
efficiency-corn 
 
Tycoons Plan Fertilizer Project for Brazil, Samantha Pearson, Financial Times, October 25 
Two of Brazil and Egypt’s wealthiest entrepreneurs are seeking to cash in on the Latin American country’s 
emergence as a global agricultural powerhouse by joining forces to build a $3bn fertilizer plant in Rio de 
Janeiro. High quality global journalism requires investment. Brazil is the world’s fourth-biggest consumer of 
fertilizers behind China, India and the US. But the country only accounts for 2 percent of the nutrients’ global 
production. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/93b9997c-ff29-11e0-9769-00144feabdc0.html 
 
DuPont Profit Rises 23% on Higher Prices, Doug Cameron, Wall Street Journal, October 25 
Third-quarter earnings beat analysts' expectations and it raised the bottom end of its full-year guidance, 
helped by its food and agriculture business, but its fast-growing photo-voltaic market stalled and consumer 
electronics aren't expected to hit their usual peak in holiday sales. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204644504576652700141294880.html   
 
Caterpillar Earnings Top Estimates as Economy Recovers, Bloomberg, October 24 
Caterpillar, Inc. the world’s largest construction and mining-equipment maker, posted higher- than-expected 
third-quarter profit and sales and said 2012 revenue will gain as the U.S. and global economies improve. Net 
income climbed 44 percent to $1.14 billion, or $1.71 a share, from $792 million, or $1.22, a year earlier. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-10-24/caterpillar-net-beats-estimates-as-mining-equipment-
demand-gains.html 
 
Tanzania Defends Iowan's Enormous Ag Project, Philip Brasher, Des Moines Register, October 22 
An 800,000-acre farm that Iowa agribusiness investor Bruce Rastetter plans to set up in Tanzania would 
benefit the east African country by increasing food production while helping small-scale growers learn better 
farming methods, according to the nation’s agriculture minister. Development experts have warned that 
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Rastetter’s project must avoid squeezing small farms. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011310230065 
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