
 
 

 
 

November 18th – November 23rd, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: – “Under the leadership of President Barack Obama, the world's strongest economies, the 
G-20, have embraced a program called Feed the Future, dedicated to ending hunger and boosting the economic 
development of the world's poorest countries. It is absolutely essential that this program, which has seen its 
budget cut by a third, gets the funding it needs to succeed for moral and practical reasons.” – George McGovern 
and Marshall Matz, “‘Agricultural Diplomacy’ Worth Cultivating”, Chicago Tribune, November 20, 2011 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the official US Thanksgiving Holiday, the next edition of the Global Food for 
Thought News Brief will arrive on December 2nd. We apologize in advance for any inconvenience.  
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 

 

CONTENTS 
 
Key Articles and Reports 
Relevant U.S. Administration and Congressional Activities 
Upcoming Events  
Agricultural Issues 
Foreign Assistance 
Environment (Water/Climate) 
Women & Girls 
Market Access and Trade Issues  
Agribusiness 
 

 
KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
'Agricultural Diplomacy' Worth Cultivating, Opinion, George McGovern and Marshall Matz, November 21 
The world's population just passed the 7 billion mark, on the way to 9 billion by 2050. Will the world's 
population exceed its capacity to feed itself, particularly with global warming and the need for renewable 
energy? In a world full of obstacles, there is cause for optimism this Thanksgiving season. Kofi Annan, former 
secretary-general of the United Nations, describes the path best. He calls it "agricultural diplomacy." 

http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
mailto:slee@thechicagocouncil.org?subject=Please%20Unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Global%20Food%20for%20Thought
http://www.twitter.com/globalagdev
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Agricultural-Development-Initiative/194692817221550


http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-1120-outside-opinion-agri-diplomacy-
20111120,0,6505249.story 
 
Transition in Afghanistan: Looking Beyond 2014, World Bank, November 21 
This study suggests options to Government of Afghanistan and the international donor community to manage 
and mitigate the adverse impacts of transition while exploiting the opportunities to improve aid effectiveness 
and encourage inclusive growth. 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/AFGHANISTANEXTN/Resources/305984-
1297184305854/AFTransition.pdf 

SEE ALSO: World Bank Says Afghanistan Will Need Billions of Dollars in Aid for Years to Come, 
Washington Post, November 23 
The forecast by the World Bank, released late Tuesday, reflects broader concerns that Afghanistan 
will enter into a deep recession as the international community gradually reduces both the aid it 
provides the government and starts drawing down the 130,000 troops currently in the country. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/world-bank-says-afghanistan-will-need-
billions-of-dollars-in-aid-for-years-to-come/2011/11/23/gIQAdCijnN_story.html  

 
Foreign Assistance, Even in Tough Times, is a Good Investment, Opinion, Daniel Yohannes and Samuel 
Worthington, Guardian, November 23 
Sustainable development creates stronger economies, with more consumers to trade and do business with in 
our interconnected global marketplace. This, in turn, creates growth opportunities at home and abroad. 
Effective development directly improves the lives of the world's poor and contributes toward a thriving 
international economy that serves our shared economic interests. That's why, even in these tough times, 
foreign assistance is a good investment and, when done right, delivers results. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/nov/23/foreign-assistance-is-
good-investment 
 
The Next Agro-Industrial Revolution, McKinsey & Company, November 2011 
The new McKinsey report shows that the resource challenge can be met through a combination of expanding 
the supply of resources and a step change in the way they are extracted, converted, and used. Such resource 
productivity improvements, using existing technology, could satisfy nearly 30 percent of demand in 2030. 
Just 15 areas, from more energy-efficient buildings to improved irrigation, could deliver 75 percent of the 
potential for higher resource productivity. 
http://www.mckinsey.com/en/Features/Resource_revolution.aspx 
 
Many Somali Famine Victims Afraid to Return Home, USA Today, November 22 
Four months after the U.N. declared famine in much of Somalia, some regions are beginning a slow recovery 
from a disaster that has killed tens of thousands of people. But many Somalis — women, mostly — living in a 
stick-hut camp in this border town say they won't return home because they're afraid of hard-line Islamist 
militants stalking the country, and of being unable to feed themselves and their children. 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2011-11-22/somalia-famine/51353706/1 

SEE ALSO: Somali Famine Zones Downgraded by UN, BBC, November 18 
Famine no longer exists in three of the worst-affected areas of Somalia following the intervention of 
aid agencies. But the UN says a quarter of a million people still face imminent starvation. The rains 
have now come, but the crisis was still very much on. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-15794717 
SEE ALSO: Child Malnutrition Levels High in Ethiopia's Refugee Camps, VOA News, November 16 
International attention to the crisis in the Horn of Africa seems to have peaked.  But, according to the 
UN, the crisis itself is still going strong.  It says more than 12 million people continue to be affected by 
the worst drought to hit the region in 60 years.  Of those, people in Somalia, who are suffering from 
both famine and conflict, are hit the hardest. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/east/Child-Malnutrition-Levels-High-in-Dollo-Ado-
Refugee-Camps-133959663.html 

 
The 2012 Hunger Report, Bread for the World, November 2011 
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Farm policy should significantly increase production of healthy foods. But farm policies alone can’t 
automatically improve nutrition among low-income families. Nutrition programs need to do more than 
provide food for hungry people; they must ensure that healthy food is available to all. The 2012 Hunger 
Report: Rebalancing Act: Updating U.S. Food and Farm Policy, recommends ways for the federal government to 
better respond to the agriculture and nutrition challenges of today and tomorrow. 
http://www.hungerreport.org/2012/full-report/chapters  
 
Be a Doer: Forward the Facts, Global Food for Thought Blog, The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, November 
23 
Speaking at The Chicago Council on Global Affairs’ event last week, USAID administrator Rajiv Shah urged the 
public to participate in the relief efforts for famine-hit Horn of Africa and the critical need to sustain 
America’s long-term commitments to invest in global agricultural development through the Feed the Future 
Initiative. 
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/11/be-a-doer-forward-the-
facts.html 
 
Howard G. Buffett Foundation's Brown Revolution Program to Fund Improved Soil Fertility in Africa 
in Partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, November 18 
The N2Africa initiative currently aims to increase productivity of legumes and improve family nutrition, soil 
health, and farm income by maximizing biological nitrogen fixation with soybeans, groundnuts, common 
beans, and cowpeas in eight countries. 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/pages/brown-revolution-program-111118.aspx/ 
 
Photos: Feeding 7 Billion and Our Fragile Environment, November 11  
While more people are living longer and healthier lives, gaps are widening between the rich and the poor in 
some nations and tens of millions of people are vulnerable to food and water shortages.  There is, of course, 
the issue of the impact of that sheer number on the environment, including pollution, waste disposal, use of 
natural resources and food production.  
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2011/11/feeding_7_billion.html  
 
 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Statement by the President on the Supercommittee, White House, November 21 
I will veto any effort to get rid of those automatic spending cuts to domestic and defense spending.  There will 
be no easy off ramps on this one. There is no imminent threat to us defaulting on the debt that we owe.  There 
are already $1 trillion worth of spending cuts that are locked in.  And part of the law that I signed this summer 
stated that if Congress could not reach an agreement on the deficit, there would be another $1.2 trillion of 
automatic cuts in 2013 – divided equally between domestic spending and defense spending.   
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/21/statement-president-supercommittee  

SEE ALSO: Statement from Co-Chairs of the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction, U.S. 
Congress, November 21 
After months of hard work and intense deliberations, we have come to the conclusion today that it 
will not be possible to make any bipartisan agreement available to the public before the committee’s 
deadline.  
http://hensarling.house.gov/news/press-releases/2011/11/statement-from-co-chairs-of-the-joint-
select-committee-on-deficit-reduction.shtml 
SEE ALSO: Obama to Veto Any Attempt to Roll Back Automatic Cuts After Committee's Inability 
to Reach Debt Deal, Fox News, November 22 
The panel had until midnight to come up with a plan for reducing the federal debt by $1.2 trillion 
over 10 years or face automatic cuts, called "sequestration." Failure to do so would violate the law 
that demanded that the Congressional Budget Office come up with a fiscal evaluation of the plan and 
give Congress two days to review it before the Nov. 23 deadline. The task was supposed to be 
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wrapped up by Dec. 23 with an unamended vote on the package.  
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/11/21/clock-ticks-down-to-super-committee-failure/  

 
Happy Thanksgiving, Opinion, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, USDA Blog, November 22 
Agriculture is tied to 1 in 12 jobs in this nation.  Thanks to the incredible productivity of our nation’s farmers 
and ranchers, Americans spend – on average – about 6 to 7 cents out of every dollar they earn on food.  This is 
far less than families around the world.  It gives us the freedom and the flexibility to spend on our families 
and invest in other parts of the economy. 
http://blogs.usda.gov/2011/11/22/secretarys-column-thanksgiving/  
 
GOP Presidential Candidates Pledge to Zero Out Foreign Aid, Opinion, U.S. Representative, Alcee L. Hasting, 
November 21  
The leading Republican candidates for president did tell the world live on television to expect nothing further 
from the United States of America.  Mitt Romney, Rick Perry, Newt Gingrich and their fellow candidates racing 
to the bottom of American generosity have declared that eliminating foreign aid – “starting from zero” – will 
be the central tenet of their foreign policy. Zeroing out foreign assistance imperils key relationships and 
harms our ability to advance American interests. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/194883-gop-presidential-candidates-pledge-to-zero-
out-foreign-aid 
 
Secretary Hillary Clinton’s Remarks at  Millennium Challenge Corporation Signing Ceremony, U.S. State 
Department, November 19 
The Community-Based Nutrition to Prevent Stunting Project that we will be working on under the compact 
recognizes the importance of this investment, and that it pays dividends for generations. This project is 
expected to help as many as 2.9 million children and their families in 7,000 villages where the rates of 
childhood under-nutrition and stunting are especially high.  
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/11/177396.htm 
 
U.S. and China Conclude 22nd Session of the Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade, USDA, 
November 21 
USDA and China's Ministry of Agriculture are finalizing the framework of a five-year strategic plan focused on 
food security, food safety and sustainable agriculture to build a stronger foundation for critical cooperation in 
agriculture. In discussions also including the General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and 
Quarantine, progress was made on beef market access. 
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/11/0492.xml  

SEE ALSO: US, China Make Progress on Trade, VOA News, November 21 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said China is one of the United States’ most important 
agricultural trade partners, and that the meetings have helped strengthen that relationship. But he 
said the U.S. will continue to push to address additional trade barriers with China. 
http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2011/11/22/us-china-make-progress-on-trade/  
SEE ALSO: US Envoy Says China Pledges Access to Clean Energy Suppliers; China Urges Efforts 
for Growth, Associated Press, November 21 
The U.S.-Chinese committee aims to defuse trade tensions by focusing on individual policy disputes. 
Previous meetings have produced pledges by Beijing to lower barriers to imports of American beef 
and to fight rampant Chinese software piracy. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/technology/us-envoy-says-china-pledges-access-to-
clean-energy-suppliers-china-urges-efforts-for-growth/2011/11/21/gIQAXdmpjN_story.html 

 
ASEAN-United States Leaders Meeting, White House, November 19 
The United States announced plans to launch an initiative enabling US Trade and Development Agency to 
bring the best of U.S. business to ASEAN in a first, major commercial outreach to discuss upcoming 
connectivity infrastructure projects and the role for U.S. business. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/20/fact-sheet-asean-united-states-leaders-meeting 

SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: East Asia Summit, White House, November 19  
President Obama pledged further efforts to advance humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in 
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the region, including through a proposal to further develop a Rapid Disaster Response Agreement to 
create a legal and procedural framework for accelerating deployment and acceptance of assistance 
personnel, supplies, and services in the event of future disasters.  
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/19/fact-sheet-east-asia-summit  

 
16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence, USAID, November 18 
Aid programs that provide women opportunities to better their health, education, and well-being have effects 
far beyond a single individual. A woman multiplies the impact of an investment in her future by extending 
benefits to the world around her, creating a better life for her family and building a strong community. 
http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/cross-cutting_programs/wid/  

SEE ALSO: What Do You Know About Gender Based Violence? 
We aspire to create broader understanding that GBV has a significant economic cost in developed 
and developing countries alike. And we would like everyone to remember that while women are the 
large majority of the victims of GBV, they also are leading the fight to eliminate this global epidemic. 
We must all recognize that men and boys, and women and girls will need to work together to 
eliminate gender-based violence. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/11/16-days-of-activism-against-gender-violence-what-do-you-know-
about-gender-based-violence/ 

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
4th High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
Date: November 29 – December 1, 2011 
Location: Busan, Korea 
Ministers from across the globe, from both developing and donor countries, government representatives, 
parliamentarians, civil society organizations and private sector representatives will come together for the 
Fourth High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness. Approximately 2000 delegates will review global progress in 
improving the impact and value for money of development aid and make new commitments to further ensure 
that aid helps reduce poverty and supports progress in meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 
http://www.aideffectiveness.org/busanhlf4/ 
 
Making Transformational, Scalable, and Sustainable Changes in Rural Bangladesh 
Date: November 30, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC  
At this seminar, Dan Gudahl from Winrock International will outline the success of the Rural Enterprise for 
Alleviating Poverty project and discuss further approaches to sustainable agricultural development in 
Bangladesh. The USDA-funded REAP project improved the socio-economic and nutritional status of poor and 
marginal farmers in three districts in rural Bangladesh by helping them increase horticulture and freshwater 
pond production and linking them to market opportunities.  
http://agrilinks.kdid.org/events/making-transformational-scalable-and-sustainable-changes-rural-
bangladesh 
 
Agricultural R&D: Investing in Africa’s Future 
Date: December 5-7, 2011 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
ASTI, together with the International Food Policy Report Institute, and the Forum for Agricultural Research in 
Africa, is convening a conference on agricultural R&D in Africa focused on the following themes: 1. Levels and 
Stability of Agricultural R&D Investments; 2. Human Resource Development of Agricultural R&D; 3. Aligning 
and Rationalizing Institutional Structures; and 4. Measuring and Improving the Effectiveness of R&D Systems.  
http://www.ifpri.org/event/agricultural-rd-investing-africa-s-future 
 
Assessing Indigenous Fertilizer Production Opportunities in Africa 
Date: December 5-9, 2011 
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Location: Arusha, Tanzania 
To examine and assess the factors, constraints and options to be considered in developing natural resources 
of fertilizer raw materials, IFDC is offering a one-week international workshop. The workshop is designed for 
middle- to senior-level officials/managers working in public or private sector companies involved in all 
aspects of fertilizer and agro-mineral resource development. 
http://www.ifdc.org/Training/Assessing_Indigenous_Fertilizer_Production_Opportu 
 
How do Practices, Value Chains and Trade Need to be Transformed? 
Date: December 14-15, 2011 
Location: London, UK 
This conference will gather business leaders and representatives from the private sector, governments, 
multilateral agencies, and non-governmental organizations to examine changing agricultural investment 
patterns, highlighting international policy developments and business approaches to coping with 
environmental shocks and stresses presented by climate change and global population growth. 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/food2011 
 
2011 European Development Days Forum 
Date: December 15-16, 2011 
Location: Warsaw, Poland 
This year, the EDDs will focus on development and democracy in the wake of the recent Arab Spring events 
and the proposals of the European Commission for a new EU development policy. 
http://www.eudevdays.eu/ 
 
USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum 
Date: February 23-24, 2012 
Location: Arlington, VA  
Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues 
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development; 
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning 
farmers. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/  
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Supercommittee’s Failure Ends Effort to Cut Farm Spending, Alan Bjerga, Bloomberg, November 23 
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The plan, which was never publicly released, would have done away with about $5 billion in annual payments 
to farmers made regardless of crop prices. The subsidy would have been replaced partially with insurance 
against “shallow losses” created by drops in revenue, according to lawmakers including Representative Ron 
Kind, a Wisconsin Democrat.  
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-11-23/supercommittee-s-failure-ends-effort-to-cut-farm-
spending.html 

SEE ALSO: US Farm Subsidies Remain Under Scrutiny, Alan Beattie, Financial Times, November 21 
The draft congressional proposal would have eliminated certain forms of subsidy, such as “direct 
payments” that are made to farmers irrespective of crop prices or production. But lawmakers who 
have pushed for reform say that new proposed programmes, such as a loss insurance plan that paid 
out when revenues fell, could have ended up costing more. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/5850904a-1462-11e1-8367-00144feabdc0.html 
SEE ALSO: Farm Bill: Starting From Scratch, Marion Nestle, The Atlantic, November 23 
The big ticket items are, in order, food stamps, commodity supports (including crop insurance), and 
conservation. The fights will not be pretty, especially in a Congress that seems to care much more 
about who's in power than about creating a healthy, sustainable agricultural system. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/life/archive/2011/11/farm-bill-starting-from-scratch/248939/   
SEE ALSO: Chipping Away at Farmer Payments, David Rogers, Politico, November 21 
Left at the barn door, farm bill negotiators must now decide what can be salvaged from the 
supercommittee’s wreckage as they shift their focus toward producing their own stand-alone 
legislation before the current authorization bill expires next September. 
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1111/68881.html 

 
Livestock Farmers Warn Ethanol Industry’s Demand for Corn Could Lead to Meat Shortages, Associated 
Press, November 23 
Livestock farmers are demanding a change in the nation’s ethanol policy, claiming current rules could lead to 
spikes in meat prices and even shortages at supermarkets if corn growers have a bad year. The subject of 
debate is the Renewable Fuel Standard, a 2005 law requiring the nation to produce 7.5 billion gallons of 
renewable fuel by 2012. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/livestock-farmers-warn-ethanol-industrys-demand-
for-corn-could-lead-to-meat-shortages/2011/11/23/gIQAX8nWnN_story.html 
 
World's Smallholder Farmers Lack Expert Guidance Required to Meet Future Global Food Needs, 
AllAfrica, November 18 
Efforts to fight hunger and rural poverty, backed by billions of dollars, are being hampered by weak support 
for extension services and advice to enable smallholder farmers to produce more food and reap greater 
benefits from their harvest. On average there is one extension worker for every 4,000 farmers in Africa. 
Although the situation has improved in some countries like Kenya, where the ratio is one to every 1,470 
farmers, it is still far below the ideal of one extension officer for every 400 farmers.  
http://allafrica.com/stories/201111181636.html 
 
The Agricultural Science and Technology Indicator Initiative, IFPRI, November 2011 
The ASTI compiles, analyzes, and publicizes primary agricultural R&D data in low- and middle-income 
countries. The initiative publishes country-level briefs and regional and global reports on capacity trends in 
agricultural research to raise awareness of ongoing challenges and guide policymakers toward informed 
decisions on funding and allocation policies. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/os11_asti.pdf 
 
FAO and World Vision to Join Forces: Partnership to Boost Global Food Security, FAO, November 15 
The MOU focuses on fostering improvements in early warning systems, preparedness in emergency 
responses, and gender and nutrition programmes - particularly field collaboration on nutrition issues. This 
partnership will improve end-to-end support for food-insecure communities; from global agricultural policy 
decisions through to field-level agricultural livelihood projects that are sustainable, effective and resilient." 
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/94790/icode/ 
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FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Reports: 
 
ICAI’s Approach to Effective and Value for Money, ICAI, November 22 
This report explains how we will approach our task, specifically setting out what we mean by effectiveness 
and value for money. We have found that these terms tend to be defined and applied differently in the context 
of international aid. 
http://icai.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/ICAIs-Approach-to-Effectiveness-and-
VFM.pdf  

SEE ALSO: The Threat to Britain’s Aid, Conor Foley, Guardian, November 23 
A report warns that the rapid expansion of Britain's international aid programme has left it 
increasingly at risk from corruption and fraud. Paul Collier warns that the poorest countries in the 
world are caught in a number of "traps" because poverty, corruption and conflict feed on one another 
and conspire to keep poor countries poor. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/nov/23/britain-aid-risk-fraud 

 
Brave New World: Emerging Donors and the Changing Nature of Foreign Assistance, Julie Walz and 
Vijaya Ramachandran, Center for Global Development, November 21 
This paper investigates the scale and scope of emerging donors, many of which are developing economies 
themselves. Annual aid flows from new donors (so-called non-DAC donors) vary greatly and are somewhere 
between $11 billion and $41.7 billion, or 8 and 31 percent of global gross ODA.  
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1425691/ 

SEE ALSO: Brave New World: Emerging Donors and the Changing Nature of Foreign Assistance, 
Vijaya Ramachandran, Huffington Post, November 23 
Given that emerging donors do not want to conform to the DAC model, we conclude that the 
international aid community needs a more independent forum for these discussions, one that is not 
tied to a largely Western model of doing business 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/vijaya-ramachandran/brave-new-world-emerging-
_b_1109112.html 

 
Media Articles: 
 
Foreign Aid Makes Fiscal Sense, Opinion, Samuel A. Worthington, CNN, November 22 
Emergencies and disasters are inevitable -- from natural calamities to catastrophic illness. Financially savvy 
Americans know to protect their assets by spending small amounts on insurance and other precautionary 
measures. Foreign aid is this nation's insurance. First, the investment -- like an insurance premium -- is 
relatively small. Foreign aid comprises less than 1% of the federal budget. Secondly, experts agree that small 
cash outlays can prevent major expenses later. 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/11/22/opinion/worthington-foreign-aid/index.html 
 
Dear Candidates, Don't Cut Foreign Aid, Opinion, General Michael Hagee and Admiral James Loy, CNN, 
November 22 
Our country faces a different array of threats and potential adversaries – from rising powers and rogue 
nations to terrorist and militia groups that thrive in environments of deprivation and stunted development. 
That is why it is so critical for this country, in addition to maintaining a strong military, to strengthen effective 
diplomacy and international development programs that address complex threats in the most dangerous 
corners of the world. 
http://security.blogs.cnn.com/2011/11/22/dear-candidates-dont-cut-foreign-aid/ 
 
Plans to End Global Poverty, Liz Ford, Guardian, November 22 
Ministers from rich and poor nations and the heads of multilateral institutions will gather in South Korea, to 
discuss how aid can be used more effectively to achieve the MDGs and drive future global development. But 
how can lasting improvements for the poor be achieved? And how can aid be used to greater effect? 
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Participants at a recent roundtable debate acknowledged how complex these questions were. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/nov/23/roundtable-plans-to-end-global-poverty 
 
The Future of Development Aid, Opinion, Sri Mulyani Indrawati, Project Syndicate, November 21 
Transparency is important both to developing countries and to donors. The World Bank is now publishing 
more information on its programs than ever before, and is sharing its development data for all to use, free of 
charge. We also monitor our performance and share the results in a public corporate scorecard. As rich 
countries tighten their aid budgets and developing countries become more vulnerable to the effects of the 
ongoing crisis, the question is not whether aid works, but how it can work better. 
http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/indrawati2/English 
 
A Firewall Should be Built Between USAID and the Defense Department, Opinion, Bill Easterly, Guardian, 
November 21 
What is now forgotten is that foreign aid enjoyed strong bipartisan support until quite recently. What 
happened to destroy that support? The answer is that the US aid programme was taken over by national 
security interests, abetted by delusions of nation-building. Aid can still be saved politically if it now forswears 
the undoable nation-building dictated by the defense department, and returns to its original mission of 
poverty relief – a mission both cheaper and more likely to succeed. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/nov/21/redirect-us-foreign-aid-
from-defence 
 
Foreign Aid Boosts Domestic Economy, Opinion, Eli Sugarman, November 21 
Congressional critics share their views and want to slash all international development spending. This 
approach is misguided. First, foreign aid makes up less than 1 percent of the budget and is therefore not 
driving the U.S. deficit. Second, such cuts will harm, not help, the U.S. economy. Foreign aid is a powerful 
investment that creates jobs for Americans and opportunities for our companies by building up tomorrow’s 
trading partners. 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/2011/nov/21/foreign-aid-boosts-domestic-economy/  
 
Republicans Are Endangering National Security, Opinion, William S. Cohen, New York Times, November 21 
Unless there is a last-minute change of heart, the failure points to draconian cuts that include deep slashes in 
military spending. They would come into effect automatically, drying up funds needed for defense as early as 
2013. To solve our fiscal crisis, we need both parties to put aside their differences for the good of the country. 
For Republicans, that means they need to compromise on taxes. Our national security, and the men and 
women of our military, may now pay a very high price for their refusal to do so. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/22/opinion/republicans-are-endangering-national-security.html 
 
Agencies Told to Trim Back or Lose Aid, Elizabeth Rigby, Financial Times, November 20 
Andrew Mitchell has told the heads of the two organizations that they will face funding cuts in 2013 unless 
they dramatically improve their performances. The move is part of an exercise being carried out to remind all 
aid agencies that the UK expects recipients of aid to make sure funding finds its way to the front line. His 
department has already stopped funding UN Habitat, the UN International Strategy and the ILO. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/b1005eb8-1391-11e1-81dd-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Smart Money, Editorial, Akron Beacon Journal, November 20 
Foreign aid fits the description. It consumes just 1.4 percent of the federal budget, yet it delivers a powerful 
dividend. Invest well in vulnerable countries, and you ease conflict and militancy. Or as Robert Gates, recently 
departed as defense secretary, put it: “Development is a lot cheaper than sending soldiers.” More, you 
advance markets for American goods and services, an increasing number of jobs here linked to selling abroad. 
http://www.ohio.com/editorial/editorials/smart-money-1.246554 
 
Don't Balance U.S. Budget on World's Impoverished, Opinion, Bishop Ronald W. Gainer, Lexington Herald, 
November 19 
Drastic cuts proposed for poverty-focused international humanitarian and development assistance will harm 
people around the world. Many will be poorer. Children will suffer. Hunger will increase. The sick will go 
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untreated. And hope will fade. The emergency response now needed in Somalia will be much more expensive 
than the prudent investments we have made in Ethiopia. It would have been so much better, both morally and 
fiscally, if we had found a way to help the Somalis all along, with diplomacy and development.  
http://www.kentucky.com/2011/11/19/1965264/kentucky-voices-bishop-ronald.html 
 
Europeans Send Drought Aid to Afghanistan, Associated Press, November 22 
The European Commission said it would release euro1.5 million ($2 million) to those suffering from the 
drought, which was caused by light snow and rainfall last winter and spring across northern Afghanistan. 
That brings the total commission response to the Afghan drought to euro4.5 million, or about $6.1 million — 
money that is expected to help about 72,000 people. 
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/europe-sends-drought-aid-afghanistan-15004751 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Reports: 

 
Greenhouse Gases Soar; No Signs Warming is Slowed, Seth Borenstein, Associated Press, November 21 
New figures from the U.N. weather agency showed that the three biggest greenhouse gases not only reached 
record levels last year but were increasing at an ever-faster rate, despite efforts by many countries to reduce 
emissions. As world leaders meet next week, several scientists said their projections show it is unlikely the 
world can hold warming to the target set by leaders just two years ago in Copenhagen. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/nov/21/greenhouse-gases-soar-no-signs-warming-is-
slowed/ 

SEE ALSO: Pessimism Rife Ahead of Global Climate Change Summit, VOA News, November 21 
The experts want all nations and especially the world’s leading polluters – including the United 
States, Europe, China and India – to commit in Durban to drastic reductions in so-called greenhouse 
gases. International talks to prepare for COP 17 have been fraught with tension and disagreements 
among several key players. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/pan/DO-NOT-PUBLISH-Pessimism-Reigns-Ahead-
of-Global-Climate-Change-Summit--134286053.html 

 
Media Articles: 
 
Climate Fund: China Urges Progress, Alexa Olesen, Huffington Post, November 22 
China is pushing for new emissions-reduction targets for developed countries to take effect after the 1997 
Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. Countries generally have fallen into camps of rich and poor on the issue. 
Developing countries insist the Kyoto obligations – the individual targets for countries to cut emissions – be 
extended and new targets adopted. Industrial countries say they want emerging economies to accept similar 
binding commitments. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/22/china-climate-change-fund_n_1107285.html 
 
Education Is the Answer to Sustainable Development, Opinion, Kazuhiko Takemoto, Huffington Post, 
November 21 
The Earth could actually support billions more people, assuming those people were making sound choices 
around resource production and consumption. This brings us to the heart of the issue: how do we convince 
individuals, organizations and governments to make the right choices, thus ensuring a sustainable future for 
us all? Education is the answer. It is transformative.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kazuhiko-takemoto/sustainable-development_b_1105009.html 
 
Himalayan Nations Agree on Climate Adaptation Plan, Associated Press, November 20 
India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan were part of the Climate Summit for a Living Himalayas held in Bhutan's 
capital Thimphu. They agreed to cooperate on energy, water, food and biodiversity issues. As part of the 
declaration the four nations agreed to work together to increase access to "affordable and reliable" clean 
energy resources and technology through a regional knowledge sharing mechanism 
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http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/himalayan-nations-agree-climate-adaptation-plan-
14991502#.Ts1N7latF6Y 
 
Food Security and Climate Change: Using IFPRI Results as a Call for Action, IFPRI, November 2011 
IFPRI researchers are assessing the precise impact of climate change on the poor, the role that agriculture 
plays in emitting greenhouse gas and how it can curtail these emissions, and how small farmers can adapt to 
other impending changes. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/os11_climatechange.pdf 
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Women's Health is More Than an Economic Issue, Jayati Ghosh, Guardian, November 23 
It is reasonable to expect a positive association between economic growth and female health. In particular, 
infant and maternal mortality rates should improve more quickly in countries where per capita incomes are 
growing faster. So why, then, does this not always happen? Let's consider the most dynamic region of the 
world, Asia, where many countries have experienced significant increases in per capita incomes. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/nov/23/womens-health-more-
than-economics 
 
Silence Puts Women's Lives at Risk, Alice Klein, Guardian, November 20 
Unsafe abortion is a serious problem in Zambia. National figures do not exist, reflecting the low status of the 
issue, but research suggests thousands die every year attempting to terminate their pregnancies. Ironically, 
the abortion law is one of the most liberal in sub-Saharan Africa and allows the procedure if the pregnancy 
risks the mother's physical or mental wellbeing. Yet it requires three doctors' signatures, almost impossible 
in a country with one doctor per 8,333 people 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/journalismcompetition/zambia-abortion-silence-puts-lives-at-risk     
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
As Fair Trade Movement Grows, a Dispute Over Its Direction, William Neuman, New York Times, 
November 23 
Fair Trade USA, the movement’s leading advocate in the US, angered critics by saying it would cut its ties at 
year’s end with the main international fair trade group and make far-reaching changes in the sorts of 
products that get its seal of approval. Critics accuse Fair Trade USA of watering down standards, perhaps 
motivated by the bigger fees to be earned from certifying a higher volume of products. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/24/business/as-fair-trade-movement-grows-a-dispute-over-its-
direction.html 
 
Nuts & Sticky Fingers: Record Prices Cause Rash of Pecan Thefts in Ga. as Farmers Crack Down, 
Associated Press, November 23 
At a time when farmers should be giving thanks for pecans selling at record prices, they’re instead cracking 
down on thieves. Prices have soared as China has developed an insatiable appetite for pecans, while 
withering drought in the southern U.S. has limited supplies. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/nuts-and-sticky-fingers-record-prices-cause-rash-of-pecan-
thefts-in-ga-as-farmers-crack-down/2011/11/23/gIQAWHPpoN_story.html 
 
Agriculture: Fresh Blood for Farming Sector ‘Whose Real Enemy has been Oil’, Simon Mundy, Financial 
Times, November 22 
Agricultural sector in Nigeria accounts for nearly two-thirds of the workforce and 40 percent of GDP.  It 
generated much of the economic growth over the last decade, as the population grew and usage of arable land 
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increased. Yet the overwhelming majority of farming is conducted on a traditional, small-scale basis, with 
smallholders eking out a meager living using inefficient techniques. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/13a1943c-0f88-11e1-88cc-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Reducing Food Waste During the Holiday Season, Danielle Nierenberg, Huffington Post, November 22 
According to the UN FAO roughly one-third of all food produced for human consumption -- approximately 1.3 
billion tons -- is lost or wasted each year. Consumers in developed countries such as the US are responsible 
for 222 million tons of this waste, or nearly the same quantity of food as is produced in all of sub-Saharan 
Africa.  As Americans prepare for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday, here are 10 tips to help reduce the 
amount of food we waste. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/danielle-nierenberg/reducing-food-waste-durin_b_1105135.html 
 
Uganda Gets U.S. Sh35 Billion Agriculture Loan, AllAfrica, November 22 
Uganda has secured a sh35b ($14m) loan from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) to 
finance the Agricultural Technology and Agri-business Advisory Services Project. More than 1.7 million rural 
households consisting of women and young people will benefit from the project.  
http://allafrica.com/stories/201111230092.html 
 
Linking Local and Global Food Security, Andrea Dwyer, Huffington Post, November 22 
Farmers in Africa and throughout the developing world are striving for the same things our farmers work 
tirelessly for here: the resources and skills that enable them to grow nutritious, bountiful food to feed their 
families, their neighbors, and their communities. With farming employing nearly 2/3 of the population of sub-
Saharan Africa, a focus on training farmers and providing them with sustainable agriculture skills has the 
potential to move millions out of extreme poverty and onto the path to a financially sufficient and stable life. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andrea-platt-dwyer/thanksgiving-food-insecurity_b_1106166.html 
 
Gov. McDonnell Announces New Initiative to Grow Virginia Agricultural Export to India, Washington 
Post, November 21 
Virginia’s agricultural exports to India were valued at $3.2 million in 2010, and officials say the country’s 
growing economy is expected to increase demand for imported agricultural products. McDonnell said he 
believes India could be the next China, whose agricultural imports from Virginia were negligible 15 years ago, 
but is now the state’s second-leading export customer. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/worldbusiness/mcdonnell-announces-new-initiative-to-grow-
virginia-agricultural-export-to-india/2011/11/21/gIQAyrYghN_story.html 
 
The Key Ingredients to Tackle Food Crisis, Pascal Lamy, Guardian, November 21 
Hunger and malnutrition simply cannot be tackled unless we improve supply, and that means boosting yields 
in Africa. African governments need to reassess policies that have discouraged farmers from staying on the 
land. Instead, farmers should be offered incentives to use new methods and technologies to increase yields. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/nov/21/food-security-crisis-
productivity-restrictions 
 
African Union's Ping Urges African Nations To Fight Famine, Cut Food Prices, Wall Street Journal, 
November 21 
On visit to Cameroon, African Union Commission Chairman Jean Ping urged a conference to build African 
capacity on the continent and fight famine. Like in 2008, the International Monetary Fund predicted earlier 
this year that rising food demand and climatic hazards would likely spark food shortages in Africa and hike 
food prices. The Fund urged African governments to invest in more food production.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20111121-717033.html 
 
Perception of Africa Must Change, VOA News, November 21 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon's special adviser for Africa says the continent's first priority must be to 
change the world's perception of it as a place of war and famine. U.N. Undersecretary-General Cheikh Sidi 
Diarra says Africa must undergo a perception makeover. Diarra urged the new generation of African leaders 
to rise to the twin challenges of providing good governance and raising living standards. 
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http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/UN-Official-Perception-of-Africa-Must-Change-
134246078.html 
 
Tanzania to Allocate 10% Budget on Agriculture, Business Week, November 20 
The Government has pledged to set aside 10% of its annual budget on agriculture and food security in order 
to attain its vision for food production by 2025. The initiatives aims at boosting the economy and living 
standards of Tanzanians engaged in farming, who constitute over 80% of the population of close to 45 
million, most of whom live in abject poverty. 
http://www.busiweek.com/11/news/tanzania/2122-tanzania-to-allocate-10-budget-on-agriculture 
 
Foreign Investment in Mali's Arable Land Jumps by 60%, Claire Provost, Guardian, November 17 
Foreign investment in arable land in Mali increased by 60% between 2009 and 2010. The report, by the US-
based Oakland Institute and the Malian national farmers organization, estimates that more than 544,500 
hectares of Malian land have been leased or were under negotiation for lease by the end of 2010.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/nov/17/foreign-investment-mali-land-report 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Kraft Foods Expect India to Account Significantly in Overall Growth, Wall Street Journal, November 23 
Kraft Foods Inc. said India is one of the key markets to the overall growth prospects of the second-largest 
packaged food company in the world by sales. Ms. Rosenfeld said the company has increased its investment in 
key areas like research and development, advertising and capacity addition by almost 70% since its purchase 
of Cadbury's India business.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204443404577055230545818076.html  
 
General Mills Shows that Exporting Knowledge Can Make a Difference, Tamar Abrams, Huffington Post, 
November 22 
General Mills -- the company that satisfies your cravings for Cheerios and Yoplait and Häagen-Dazs -- knows a 
thing or two about Zambia. It is one of four African countries where General Mills has been actively working 
to reduce malnutrition and insecurity. They're doing it not through sending crates of cereal but by sending 
knowledge and technical expertise. Partners in Food Solutions is now a stand-along nonprofit and two 
additional food companies -- Cargill and Dutch company DSM -- have joined General Mills in the effort. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tamar-abrams/general-mills-shows-that-_b_1099874.html 
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