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For more information:

- The Global Food for ThoughBlog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for Thougtt AAT AA &£ OT A 11 OEA )TEOEAOEOASO xAAOEC
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Food for Thoughtveekly, please register here.

- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thoughtveekly, please click here.

- Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

2011 Progress Report on U.S. Leadership in Global Agricultural Development, The Chicago Council on
Global Affairs, May 2011

The Progress Report shows that the U.S. is indeed exerting stronger leadership in global agricultural
development, with positive changes since 2008 in the directions recommended by The Chicago Council.
Improvements consist mainly of building partnerships and making organizational changes to improve the
efficiency of new investments. U.S. government institutions have been significantly reoriented and
restructured to deliver more effective agricultural development programming.
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/Studies Publications/TaskForcesandStudies/GADI/2011 Progress

Report on US Leadership in Global Agricultural Development.aspx

Catherine Bertini and Dan Glickman'’s testimony before the Senate Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition & Forestry, U.SSenate, May 26
4EA #EEAACIT #1 O1AEI 8O 001 COAOO 2APiI OO AT A OEOEOO O £EE.
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this issue has received over the past two years has been unprecedented since the 1980s. There is an
opportunity to demonstrate real results Z and permanently reduce the incidence of global poverty while
expanding and strengthening the global agriculture and food system to meet the demands that will be placed
on it in the years ahead. What is needed now is a long-term, American commitment to advancing agricultural
development, and continued leadership.
http://216.40.253.202 /~usscanf/index.php?option=com docman&task=doc download&gid=234
SEE ALSO: Senate Ag Committee Looks for 21st Century Farm Bill Solutions, Agri-Pulse, May 26
T OBAIGG AAOOh ET Al OAET C ! latHohn€2t Sérfetarh DaB Aidkah OAOU 417 |
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Agricultural Development Initiative Glickman shared the importance of improving productivity and
developing agriculturearounA OEA Ci 1T AA8 O7A AOA CciETC O 1TAAA Oi
xI Ol A TOAO TA@O onm UAAOOKhSG ' 1 EAEI AT AAAAA8 O4EAQ0GO0
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Senate Ag Committee Farm Bill hearing 052620112.as

US Must Lead in Fight Against Hunger, Reuters, May 25

Bill Gates called for US leadership in a global campaign to expand food production. The $34 billion Gates
Foundation, the largest US philanthropy, has made $1.7 billion in grants to agricultural projects in the past
five years. The Chicago Council for Global Affairs gave the United States an overall grade of "B-minus" for
leadership in agricultural development. Projects such as Feed the Future got a "B-plus" but US lack of
progress on removal of barriers to development rated a"D."

Global Food Aid Advocates Plead Against Funding Cuts, Hagstrom Report, May 24

The gulf between the need for global food security programs and fiscal reality came into stark contrast in

Washington as Obama administration officials and Bill Gates called on Congress to spend more money on

international agricultural development, while the House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee cut

funding for international food aid and congressional Democrats warned of more cuts to come. At a Capitol Hill

reception, Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass., said he sees the cuts in McGovern-$ 1T 1 A AO OOAOU AEOOOOAEIT
worries that additional cuts will be coming when appropriators mark up the Foreign Operations bill, which
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http://www.hagstromreport.com/

U.S. Must Do More for Global Food Security, Opinion, Catherine Bertini and Dan Glickman,-cbairs of The
Chicago Council o n gricltualDavielopAént Irtiatives PolitiGd| Map 24 | A

How do you feed 10 billion people? It is not just a humanitarian question, but a vital U.S. national security
imperative. A recent U.N. report projects a 46 percent population increase by 2100. Africa, home to more than


http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/Studies_Publications/TaskForcesandStudies/GADI/2011_Progress_Report_on_US_Leadership_in_Global_Agricultural_Development.aspx
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http://216.40.253.202/~usscanf/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=234
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Senate_Ag_Committee_Farm_Bill_hearing_052620112.asp
http://www.gmanews.tv/story/221567/world/bill-gates-us-must-lead-in-fight-against-hunger
http://www.hagstromreport.com/
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predicted to more than double its population. We must not only consider how to feed all of these people 2
but what it meansifwA A AT 6 O8

http: //www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/55575.html

Big Brains on Little Brains, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago

Council on GloblgAffairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, May 27

, EOO0I A AOAET O xAOA 11 OEA TETAO T &£ Oii A POAOOU AEC AOA
Symposium on Global Agriculture and Food Security this week. Bill Gates, USAID administrator Rajiv Shah

and World Food Program executive director Josette Sheeran all talked about the impact of malnutrition and

stunting on the children of the developing world.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05 /roger-thurow-outrage-and-

inspire-big-brains-on-little-brains.html

SPECIAL COVERAGE: THE CHICAGO COUNCIL’S SYMPOSIUM ON GLOBAL AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
SECURITY

Reports:

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs’ Policy Paper Series: Leveraging Private Sector Investment in

Developing Country Agrifood Systems, Charlotte Hebebrand, May 2011

The for-profit sector is now a critical player in the shift from subsistence agricultural economies, where

poverty and uncertainty perpetuate hunger, toward well-functioning commercial systems, where farmers can

afford needed inputs and reach cash markets. Private-sector engagementisalsoessenOE Al &£ O OOAAIlI ET C
government-financed development projects, and for sustaining these projects after government funding is

reduced or withdrawn.
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/UserFiles/File/GlobalAgDevelopment/Report/CCGA%20GADI%20Privat

€%20Sector%20Policy%20Paper%20FINAL%20VERSION.pdf

Remarks:

Remarks by USAID Administrator Dr. Raj Shah, “The True Yields of Food Security”, USAID, May 24
With the strong support of Secretary Clinton and the intellectual leadership of our friends in Congress and
those here today, the President launched Feed the Future: an international effort aimed to break the cycle of
food aid, famine and failed states in a select number of target countries. Thanks to strong bipartisan support
from Congress, I'm proud to announce today, that in fiscal year 2011 our Administration intends to devote
over $1.15 B on food security. The majority of that money-$950M will be spent across all Feed the Future
countries. An additional $90 M will be spent on strengthening our nutrition programming.
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2011/sp110524.html

Remarks by Under-Secretary for International Affairs Lael Brainard, “Harnessing Global Resources

for Local Solutions: The Global Agricultural Food Security Program”, Department of Treasury, May 24

Despite these earlysuA AAOOAOh xA OEIT O1 A OAi AET OECEI AT O ACAET OO0 11
agenda on global food security. While $22 billion was pledged by the G-8 and other donors at the 2009

, 6! NOET A 30i 1T EOh ET 1 AT U AAOA @ sebnithhe oiinBylckeD RaisilgmOre EO 1 1 1T Al
funds for GAFSP starts at home. We were delighted that Congress found room for a contribution of $100

million to GAFSP in the FY2011 budget, bringing the US contribution to date to $167 million.
http://www.treasury.gov/press-center/press-releases/Pages/tg1188.aspx

Remarks by Bill Gates, Co-chair and Trustee, “Making Progress Against Hunger and Poverty: Investing
in Small Farmers and Innovation”, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, May 24
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and they are all now dynamic actors in the global economy Z some even joining us in giving aid to others. This

is our hope for the countries of Africa and South Asia as well. Foreign assistance can also create a very direct

financial return for U.S. citizens.
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/speeches-commentary/Pages/bill-gates-2011-chicago-council-on-global-

affairs.aspx#

Remarks by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, “Feeding the World: How Partnerships and Innovation
Drive Real Results”, Department of Agriculture, May 24

Agricultural development is important to our national interests. It drives income growth that creates new
middle class consumers and trading partners; and with the potential for 365 million new middle class
families in the next 10 years, agricultural exports will remain important to American economic prosperity.
Agricultural development is also important to our national security and new agricultural innovations
decreasing our dependence on foreign oil.

http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/About Us/Articles and Commentary/FY11/VilsackRemarks2011.as

px

Editorials/Commentaries:

U.S. Government Progress in Global Agricultural Development, Opinion, Ambassador Ertharin Cousin, U.S.
Representative to the UN Agencies for Food and Agriculture, Department of State Blgggz®la
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focus on global agriculture and food security. This Administration's progress stems from bi-partisan support

for results-driven, country-led, multi-stakeholder collaboration. When leaders such as Congresswoman Kay

Granger, Bill Gates, Catherine Bertini, and Dan Glickman put their minds together, there's no limit to the

ingenuity applied to the substantial challenges we face in global agriculture and food security today.
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/global agricultural development

Creating Shared Value Starts with Collaboration, Paul SchicklerPresident, DuPont Business Pioneerf Hi

Bred, Global Food for Thought Blog, May 24

Today, the top 10 plant science companies spend approximately US$4 billion on R&D annuallyzOEA O8O 11 A
third of all ag research. Pioneer currently has more than 110 research centers in 24 countries around the

world Z and expansions continue. By providing agronomic experience, advanced inputs, and support of

research and knowledge, industry can work together to support the 450 million farmers who need our help

today Z and who will comprise the marketplace of tomorrow.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05/expert-commentary-creating-
shared-value-starts-with-collaboration.html

A Results-Driven Approach to International Development, Chris Policinski, President and CEO, Land

O Lakes, l nc. , Gl obal Food for Thought Bl og, May 24
Today, we live and dp business in an intercoAnnected world. All 9f our futures are tied tg the health of the A .
globaleconomyzAT A xABO0A TT1T1 U AOG 00011 C AO 1600 xAAEAOO |1 ETE8 4

deeply involved in international development effortsfor OEA DAOO om UAAOOG8 4EA OAAOII
time, expertise and resources is that we recognize the critical link between food security and economic
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and social imperative.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05/expert-commentary-a-results-

driven-approach-to-international-development.html

Building a Better World: Supporting Farming Families, Sylvia Mathews Burwell, President of the Global
Development Program, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, @létood for Thought Blog, May 24

Money invested in agricultural development pays off. Just ask Odetta Mukanyiko, a Rwandan farmer who
recently quadrupled her income through a World Food Program-sponsored initiative. Odetta spent much of
the lasttwo decadeO OAOAOQOAEEI C 16060 A TEOEIC 11 A Oi ATl bIid
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Food Security: Progress and Way Forward, Dr. Julie Howard, Deputy Coordinator for Development, Feed the

Future Initiative, Global Food for Thought Blog, May 24

At a time when food prices are reaching all-time highs, drawing millions into poverty and undermining global

stability, it is critical that we maintain our focus on establishing long-term agriculture-driven economic

AROGAT T PI AT 68 'T A OEAOBO EOOO xEAO &AAA OEA &OOOOAR OEA
and poverty, is about. Investing in agricultural development and food security is critical to economic growth.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05/expert-commentary-food-
security-progress-and-way-forward.html

Holding Feet to the Fire, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago
Council on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thoughid® May 24
/I TA UAAO Acih 53!1)$ AAIETEOOOAOI O 2AEEO 3EAE OI1T A A £O
| COEAOI OOOA AT A &l T A 3AAOOEOU OEAOR O"U EAOR OEA 11 C
I OEAOS O A RoQay,Ehk U.SGEEvAnmER (9 edintg the heat as the first report card on its efforts to
provide leadership in global agriculture development is in. The overall grade: B-.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05/expert-commentary-holding-
feet-to-the-fire.html#more
SEE ALSO: Going Together, Global Food for Thought Blog
USAID administrator Rajiv Shah stressed the importance of partnerships in ending hunger through
ACOEAOI OOOA AAOAI T pi AT 08 O! COEAOI OOOA AAPAT AO
institutions working and investing together, building new markets and supply chains, sustainably
OAEET ¢ T Ax ET EOEAOEOAO OF OAAIT A AT A EIBPOI OETC CITAA
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05 /roger-thurows-
commentary-going-together.html
SEE ALSO: The Importance of Innovation, Global Food for Thought Blog
Farmer Gates, no. But Innovator Gates, certainly. So this was one of his messages to a standing room
crowd. In ending hunger through agriculture development, innovation is the key. These comments
from Bill Gates suggest again that we have arrived at a moment of potential opportunity that
OET O1 AT8O0 AA ONOAT AAOAAsS8
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05/expert-commentary-
the-importance-of-innovation.html
SEE ALSO: If the Project Stops..., Gobal Food for Thought Blog
The U.S. commitment was slashed by three-quarters in the latest budget battle, and other countries
have been slow to contribute. In June, she said, the GAFSP steering committee will make its third
allocation of grants to fundagOE A O1 OOOA AAOGAIT T Pi AT O POT EAAOO ET O 1A
countries. | EOAO OEAOh OEA OAEAh O'! &30 xEIl AA xEOEI 00 A
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/05 /roger-thurow-outrage-
and-inspire-big-brains-on-little-brains.html
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Media Articles:

The Chicago Council Press Release: Significant Progress Achieved But Hard Work Lies Ahead, The
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, May 24

Significant U.S. achievements since 2008 lay a solid foundation to accomplish global food security objectives,
according to the conclusions of a report assessing U.S. government progress to alleviate global hunger
through agricultural development. The report states that continued, long-term American support for
agricultural development is an opportunity for the U.S. to provide international leadership in the reduction of
global poverty.

http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/About Us/Press Releases/FY11 Releases/110524.aspx

Bill Gates: Innovation is Key to Helping Poor Farmers, BiotechNow, May 26
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I £ OEA xipweruba@vochtés @r poor farmers and he is helping them gain access to technology

that will help them grow their way to self-sufficiency. Right now, the average farmer in sub-Saharan Africa

produces just over a ton of cereal per acre. An American farmer? Seven times that.
http://biotech-now.org/section/food-amp-ag/2011/05/26/bill-gates-innovation-key-helping-poor-farmers

US Support of Farmers in Hungry Countries Gets Passing Grade, VOA News, May 25

A new report card gives the United States a B-minus for its support of farmers in hungry countries. When U.S.
President Barack Obama came to office, he said he would make it a priority to improve agriculture in the
developing world. Noting the instability that can stem from hunger and poverty, administration officials often
link food security to national security. The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, which issued the report card.
http://www.voanews.com/english /news/usa/US-Support-for-Farmers-in-Hungry-Countries-Gets-Passing-

Grade--122591699.html

Bill Gates Urges Rich Countries to Fund Poor Farmers, Igditqrial, plobg Z?.n(;i Majl, May 25 S
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that will unite agricultural superpowers against the challenge of increasinC1 U O I AOET A CI 1T AAT &I 1
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level members of the Obama admlmstratlon
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US, Bill Gates Call on Rich Nations to Back Poor Farmers, AFP, May 25

Bill Gates urged rich nations to invest in the world's poor farmers to help end hunger -- a move he said would
also help improve food security. He urged the US and other countries not to make further reductions in
agriculture funding. The call for better funding for agriculture comes as food prices have hit all-time highs,
driving more people into poverty.
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hjZkUE6jfDsXmi0AZQgGXfepPHPg

Bill Gates Calls for Helping Small Farmers in Developing World, Pe opl e’ s Dai | y, May 25
Bill Gates noted in his speech that three-quarters of the world's poorest people rely on small plots of land for

their food and income. Helping these small farmers grow and sell more so they can become self-sufficient is

the most effective way to reduce hunger and poverty, he said, citing examples of progress already happening

in Africa and South Asia.

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90852/7390556.html

Bill Gates Seeks Africa Farm Aid, Politico, May 25

Gates came to Washington with a tough ask even in the best of economic times: Washington, he said, needs to

increaseaid 01 EAI B BT 1 O ! £AOEAAT AEAOI AOOG AAAT i A 11 OA DPOi AOAOE
and poverty,theco-AEAEOI AT T £ OEA "EI1 0O -AlTETAA ' AOAO &i O1 AAGEI
imperative. Gates promoted the Global Agricultural and Food Security Program, an initiative his foundation is

funding -to the tune of $1.7 billion- to essentially turn small African farms into mini-businesses.

http: //www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/55623.html

Gates Says Helping Poor Farming Families is the Best Way to Fight Poverty and Hunger, Nourishing the

Planet Blog, May5

Gates said that aid projects need to bring innovations to small farmers? AU AT | AET ET ¢ OEA AAOO 1.,
worked in the past with new breakthroughs? that are customized to their needs. He outlined four areas of

innovation that are helping small farmers in developing countries: Better seeds; Access to markets; Improved

technlques and Support developlng country agricultural agendas.

food-security-bill-gates-world-food-program
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US Needs To Follow Through With Food Aid Pledge, Dow Jones Newswire, May 24

The U.S. has been too slow in following through with the funds it has pledged for international food and
agriculture aid, a U.S. Treasury Department official said. Congress approved $100 million for the fund for
fiscal 2011, and that brought the total U.S. contribution up to $167 million, Brainard said, but the U.S. funding
is still well short of the $475 million the country pledged.
http://www.morningstar.co.uk/uk/markets/newsfeeditem.aspx?id=142552112173592

US Pledges to Lead Fight to End World Hunger, AFP, May 24

The United States pledged to help lead the fight to end food scarcity in the developing world, warning that the
threat of famine can lead to political instability. "Hunger keeps economies stagnant, consigns and traps
people in poverty," said Rajiv Shah. The youthful head of the US development agency was speaking at a day-
long international forum where a leading think-tank, the Chicago Council, released a series of reports urging
the United States to keep investing in farming in developing countries
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110524/pl afp/usfarmaid 20110524163147

U.S. Farm Aid Crucial in Fighting World Hunger, Bloombeig, May 24
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US Urged to Keep Investing in World's Farmers, AFP, May 24

A leading think-tank urged the United States to keep investing in farming in developing countries or allow
other countries, notably China and European nations, fill the void. "US public agricultural institutions have the
world's strongest track record of success in achieving food security and poverty alleviation, in large part by
delivering new technologies and market infrastructure for use by farmers and private-sector input suppliers
and product marketers," the Chicago Council on Global Affairs said in a report.
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110524/pl afp/usfarmaid 20110524135300

Gates Spotlights WFP Support for Smallholder Farmers, WFP, May 24
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applauded the programme which works to connect small farmers to markets. Poor farming families must be
empowered if we are to be successful in the global fight against hunger and poverty, said Bill Gates in his
keynote address at the Chicago Council on Global Affairs.
http://www.wfp.org/stories/gates-spotlights-wfp-support-smallholder-farmers

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Remarks by Agriculture Secretary Vilsack Before the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and
Forestry, Department of Agriculture, May 26
Agriculture is responsible for one out of every 12 jobs in America. And while many sectors of our economy
are running trade deficits, American agriculture has enjoyed a trade surplus. This year we expect a record
surplus and record agricultural exports should help support more than 1 million jobs across the nation. But
America's farmers also have a role in feeding a growing world population. They do this not only through
historic productivity and record exports, but through the development and embrace of new research, and
innovative practices, technologies and institutional structures that can be shared with the rest of the world.
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal /usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/05/0220.xml
SEE ALSO: Both Disaster Program and Crop Insurance Vital, Hagstrom Report, May 26
American farmers and ranchers need a disaster program as well as crop insurance, Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack said. It is important to maintain a safety net for farms of all sizes, Vilsack said.
Even though big farms grow most of the food that the United States produces, many producers with
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producers on the farm for rural communities to thrive, he said.
www.hagstromreport.com

Secretary Clinton’s Remarks at the OECD Session on Development and Gender, Department of State, May
26

The logic is compelling. Women and girls are a powerful engine for creating jobs and spurring economic
growth. There are more than 200 million entrepreneurs who happen to be women worldwide today. And

when a woman prospers, the benefits AT 1 § O 00T b xEOE EAO8 7A EAOA OAAI O

women actually invest what they earn back into their families, and then the benefits multiply throughout her
community and across generations.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/05/164319.htm

SEE ALSO: Clinton Urges OECD to Push Growth, Guide Emerging Economies, Bloomberg, May 25
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton urged the OECD to generate economic growth by embracing green energy,
lowermg barriers to trade and focusing more 1ntently on the development of emerging economies.

economies. html

SEE ALSO: American "Smart Power", VOA News, May 22

More than two billion people worldwide live on less than two dollars a day, and many suffer daily violations
of their dignity and human rights. Economic and social development and the promotion of human rights
worldwide, especially for women and glrls are essentlal to U.S. foreign policy.

US Signs Up to Help Promote African Farming, AFP, May 26

US Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Alliance for a
Green Revolution in Africa aimed at boosting productivity on smallholder farms in Africa. The US Department
of Agriculture and AGRA, which provides help to small-scale farmers who produce most of the continent's
food, will work together to develop seeds, enrich African soil, cut crop loss and manage water resources.
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALegM5iKvv8Bs2jvHjxq7NI-ekrn07IHFw

Reevaluating Our ties with Pakistan, Opinion, U.S. Rep. Charles Dent, The Hill, May 26

I will analyze whether this aid is a productive use of tax dollars that promotes our security, but the truth is
our success in Afghanistan relies heavily on a cooperative partnership with Pakistan. Various American
officials have also rightfully emphasized the importance of maintaining government stability and military
authority in a nation with nuclear capabilities. However, Pakistan desperately needs the U.S. to remain a
strategic ally and economic partner, and in light of recent events, we have gained significant leverage.
http://thehill.com/opinion/op-ed/163589-reevaluating-our-ties-with-pakistan

Joint Fact Sheet: The U.S.-UK Partnership for Global Development, The White House, May 25

We will redouble our collaboration with other countries in the G-20 to promote sustained economic growth.
Over the next five years, we will: help 18 million vulnerable women, children and family members escape the
grip of hunger and poverty; prevent stunting and child mortality in 17 million undernourished children;
generate $2.8 billion agricultural GDP through research and development activities; and leverage $70 million
in private investment to improve market opportunities and links with smallholders.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/05/25 /joint-fact-sheet-us-uk-partnership-global-

development

Wendy Sherman Emerges as Top Pick for State’s No. 3 Post, Foreign Policy, May 25

Former State Department counselor Wendy Sherman, a long time confidant of Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, has emerged as the "leading candidate" to replace Bill Burns as the third-highest ranking official in
Foggy Bottom. Sherman was counselor to Secretary of State Madeline Albright, where she also held the role of
North Korean policy coordinator.

http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/05/25/wendy sherman emerges at top pick for state s no

3 post

Secretary Gates’ Remarks at American Enterprise Institute, Department of Defense, May 24
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It is no secret that the United States faces a serious fiscal predicament that could turn into a crisis. President

Obama announced his framework for tackling these challenges. The President set a goal of holding the growth

in base national security spending slightly below inflation for the next 12 years, which would save about $400

billion, the preponderance of which would come from the Department of Defense.
http://www.defense.gov/speeches/speech.aspx?speechid=1570

SEE ALSO: On His Way Out, Gates Defends Aid, Politico, May 24

Defense Secretary Robert Gates defended sending money to Pakistan, despite continued strains in the
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Fiscal Year 2012 Agriculture Appropriations Bill, House Committee on Appropriations, May 23
The House Appropriations Committee released the subcommittee draft of the fiscal year 2012 Agriculture
Appropriations bill, which will be marked up in the Agriculture Subcommittee tomorrow. The legislation
continues the trend of major spending reductions sought by the Republican majority, totaling $17.2 billion in
discretionary fundingzA AOO 1T £ 1T OAO A¢8¢ AEITEIT EOI T 1 AO0OO UAAOGO
budget request for these programs.
http://appropriations.house.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressReleases.Detail&PressRelease id=305

SEE ALSO: Agricultural Subcommittee Mark Up Summary Table:

http://appropriations.house.gov/ files/52311AgricultureSubMarkUpSummaryTable.pdf

SEE ALSO: Full Text of the Bill:

http://appropriations.house.gov/ files/MASTERBILLLANGUAGEAGRICULTUREFY2012 xml.pdf

SEE ALSO: House GOP Proposes Budget Cuts to Domestic, Foreign Food Aid, Huffington Post, May

23

Republicans are targeting domestic nutrition programs and international food assistance as they try

to control spending in next year's budget. The 2012 budget proposal for food and farm programs also

includes a decrease of almost $457 million, or 31 percent, from an international food assistance

program that provides emergency aid and agricultural development dollars to poor countries.

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/05/23 /house-gop-proposes-budget n 865915.html

No Aid for Egypt if Muslim Brotherhood has Large Presence, Foreign Policy, May 23

House Appropriations State and Foreign Ops subcommittee chairwoman Kay Granger and ranking Democrat
Nita Lowey spoke at the AIPAC policy conference. Asked by The Cable if they supported Obama's new aid
initiative to Egypt, especially if the Muslim Brotherhood sees increased power as part of an elected
government, Granger said, "The answer for me is no. I don't approve of it." Granger and Lowey, for example,
promised that no U.S. money would go to a Palestinian unity government that includes Hamas.
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/05/23 /granger no aid for egypt if muslim brotherhood is i
n_gov

SEE ALSO: G8 have $20B for 'Arab Spring', Politico, May 27

Hoping to encourage the push for freedom and democracy, President Obama and leaders of the G-8

countries announced that they will allow international development banks to provide more than $20
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http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0511/55827.html

Remarks at the Opening of the Secretary's Global Diaspora Forum, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton,
Department of State, May 17
4EA OOOOE EO OEAO EOBO0 1106 Pi OOEATA £ O ATU CcIl 6GAOT T AT O
face, from natural disasters, to economic stagnation, to poverty or civil unrest. Therefore, we need what I call
smart power, and that means employing every tool at our disposal. I think building these coalitions, spurring
initiative and innovation around the world, using people-to-people exchanges is actually the core of smart
power.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/05/163574.htm
SEE ALSO: Different Form of Foreign Aid Concentrates on Depth, Scale, NPR, May 26
The office of the Global Partnership Initiative was set up to focus on the partnership angle. And one
area she gave us a mandate on is Diaspora communities. The amount of resources that are flowing
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from the U.S. to the developing world is - dwarfs the official development assistance that the U.S.
government puts on those countries.
http://www.npr.org/2011/05/26/136679838/different-form-of-foreign-aid-concentrates-on-

depth-scale

UPCOMING EVENTS

Global Food and Climate Campaign Kick-Off

Date: June 1, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.

Oxfam America invites you to a high level panel discussion to kickoff our most ambitious campaign ever? an
international effort that helps move us closer to feeding 9 Billion people on the planet by 2050. The
discussion will focus on how to respond to the emerging food crisis and reduce climate vulnerability and food
insecurity around the world. Confirmed panelists include Olivier De Schutter, the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Food and Frances Moore Lappé, author of bestselling books on world hunger and
cofounder of The Small Planet Institute. Other panelists are also invited.

Save your spot and RSVP to growcampaign@oxfamamerica.org

Second World Conference of Humanitarian Studies

Date June 2MZ7 June 5%, 2011

Location: Tufts University, Medford, MA

Humanitarian crises and the responses they trigger are evolving rapidly. This conference looks at the
opportunities and threats for addressing these crises, as well as at the strengths and weaknesses of the actual
responses. The conference provides a unique forum for both scholars and practitioners to present research
and debate these issues. In particular, the conference focuses on four broad themes: emerging from
protracted crises; new directions in policy; innovations in humanitarian practice; and advances in public
health and food security in crises.

http://www.humanitarianstudies2011.or

Cracking the Nut Conference: Overcoming Obstacles to Rural and Agricultural Finance

Date: June 20stz 21nd, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

Register now to participate in the Cracking the Nut Conference. Conference registrations will close in 10 days
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collaborative pursuit of learning, leverage and large scale change. This conference is aimed at practitioners,

private sector professionals, policymakers, funders, researchers, and other rural and agricultural finance

professionals. To learn more about the themes we will be addressing and speakers, see our agenda.

The World Food Prize Laureate Announcement Ceremony

Date: June 21, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

The World Food Prize will officially announce the names of the 2011 World Food Prize winners at a ceremony
at the U.S. State Department. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton will speak at the event, which
focuses on progress being made in global food security. Mark your calendar, and check
www.worldfoodprize.org to learn about this year's honorees.

Agricultural Value Chain Finance Training

Date June 22nd - 23rd, 2011

Location The QED Group , Washington, D.C.

Right after the Cracking the Nut Conference, participate in the 2-day Agricultural Value Chain Finance
Training, lead by Calvin Miller, FAO and Stephanie Charitonenko. You will learn about developing
commercially attractive financial services that meet the needs of the various actors in the value chain and
how a value chain focus can result in market growth and reduced credit risk. To learn more, visit here.
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Food Security, Health and Impact Conference

Date:June 22nd - June 24th, 2011

Location: Leeds, United Kingdom

The Africa College, a research partnership between IITA, ICIPE and University of Leeds is holding an
international conference to share lessons on translating research results into impact for food security,
nutrition and human health. The conference includes knowledge brokering sessions and workshops and is
asking two questions: How can the results of basic science and inter-disciplinary research lead to increased
impact on food security and human health?; and, How can partnerships between research and development
organisations deliver innovation and impact? Sponsorship for African participants is available. For more
details see: http://www.africacollege.leeds.ac.uk/

World Food Prize 25th Anniversary

Date: October 12th z 14th, 2011

Location: Des Moines, [A

The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at

www.worldfoodprize.org.

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th z 15th, 2012

Location Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com

Join the Small Farmers Challenge, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, May 2011

Show the world how small farmers are growing more, earning more, using better seeds, having success with
livestock, and gaining access to new market opportunities. Show the challenges they overcome every day to
provide for their families. And most importantly, show how supporting them makes their lives? and the
world? better. Have a question for us? E-mail submissions@gatesfoundation.org

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Reports:

GMO Quarterly Letter, Jeremy Granthan, GMO, April 2011

The purpose of this, my second piece on resource limitations, is to persuade investors with an interest in the
long term to change their whole frame of reference: to recognize that we now live in a different, more
constrained, world in which prices of raw materials will rise and shortages will be common.
http://www.gmo.com/websitecontent/JGLetterALL 1Q11.pdf

Media Articles:

A New Approach to Food and Ag Policy, Opinion, Dan Glickman, AgRulse, May 26

As a former Secretary of Agriculture under President Clinton and a former congressman from Kansas for 18

years, | believe solving food and agriculture issues is of utmost importance and should be at the top of the
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implications for all three.

http://www.agri-pulse.com/Opinon Glickman New Approach 05272011.as
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Valuing Food Security, Peter BrabeckLetmathe, Chairman of the Board, Nestlé, Huffington Post, May 26
Food insecurity is a spectre that haunts international development; in the first half of this century it will be
drawn into even sharper focus and it is critical that businesses, governments and NGO's work together
relentlessly and responsibly to communicate the dangers we face and to provide concrete solutions.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peter-brabeckletmathe /valuing-food-security b 590287.html

Common Goals, Different Countries, Agweek, May 23
African school lunch programs already have proven that school meals not only feed hungry children, but
encourage children, especially girls, to stay in school longer. But these programs reach only a small
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U.N. World Food Program and other donors.

http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id /18447

Deadly Fungus Threatens Latin American Cocoa Crop, Wall Street Journal, May 23

Cocoa farmers from Brazil to Mexico are scrambling to protect their crops from a potentially devastating
fungus that could crimp supplies of the chocolate ingredient. Frosty pod rot, spread by spores carried by wind
and human contact, is making its way through Latin America.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704816604576335490781688236.html

Mozambique Looks to Hybrid Seeds to Help Food Crisis, Huffington Post, May 23

Peter Waziweyi is bouncing around the lush countryside of Mozambique in his 30-year-old truck, visiting his
customers' maize fields and relishing the sight of their rich, ripening crops. In an East African country that
tried and failed to run its economy on Marxist lines, it is now the turn of small-time businessmen like
Wamweyl to step forward.

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE
Media Articles:

Foreign Aid: A Very Small Part of the Deficit Solution, Stimson Center Blog, May 26

Skeptics of foreign aid fundamentally question its effectiveness and value, and some hope to dramatically
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But hardliners in both camps distort what actually goes on.

http://thewillandthewallet.org/2011/05/26 /foreign-aid-a-very-small-part-of-the-deficit-solution/

4 Ways to Save $2 billion while improving U.S. Foreign Aid, Connie Veillette and John Norris, CNN Blog,

May 26
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Washington to throw overboard some old programs and approaches that it knows simply do not work. Here

are the most obvious places to make some long-overdue changes.
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/26/5-ways-to-save-2-billion-while-improving-u-s-

foreign-aid

Germany increases funding for GAVI to €30 million, GAVI Alliance, May 26
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in 2011, to support childhood immunization in developing countries. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has
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http://www.gavialliance.org/media centre/press releases/germany funding.php

India Pledges $5bn to Help African States meet the MDGs, Guardian, May 25
India pledged $5bn in aid to Africa, an amount almost equivalent to its own annual healthcare budget. Africa
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will also have a partner in India for capacity building and expertise sharing over the next three years. The
Indian presence will not only enhance commerce and infrastructure but include other key development areas.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/may/25/india-pledges-5bn-to-

help-african-states-meet-mdgs

Global Health Fund Freezes Grant Payments to China amid Disputes over Use of Money, Washington

Post, May 24

A high-profile global fund for fighting diseases is freezing payments of grants to China worth hundreds of
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community groups in the projects.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/global-health-fund-freezes-grant-payments-to-china-amid-

disputes-over-use-of-money/2011/05/24 /AFz17KAH story.html

The G-8's Self-Serving Math, Editorial, New York Times, May 24

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, said aid from rich nations in 2010 was $19
billion short of the promises made at the G-8 summit meeting in Gleneagles, Scotland, six years ago. Aid to
Africa came in $14.5 billion short. They are not even in the ballpark. Yet the G-8 seems determined to fudge
the numbers rather than admit to a broken promise.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/25/opinion/25wed3.html

$472M Spent on Foreign Aid in 2010, The Moscow Times, May 23

Russia spent more than $80 million in 2010 to improve health care in developing countries. Russia's
contributions to G8 initiatives have helped pay for vaccine research and subsidies, as well as upgrades to 10
anti-epidemic response teams that could be used in humanitarian emergencies.
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/472m-spent-on-foreign-aid-in-2010/437216.html

The Real Successes of Foreign Aid, Opinion, Bill Gates, Wall Street Journal, May 21

Stepping into the public square to announce that foreign aid is important and effective can be lonely work. As
someone who has attempted to make that case over the past decade, I can assure you that the world is often
eager to hear just the opposite. But aid money can and does work. It improves people's lives and makes the
world a better and safer place.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703509104576331251275217720.html

‘Dirt Warriors’ from Iowa Aid Afghans in Agriculture, Des Moines Register, May 21

Agriculture has been described as the "secret weapon" in the fight for the future of Afghanistan, where about
85 percent of the population relies on some form of agriculture to earn a living. By making farming more
profitable, the theory goes, the people will be more prosperous and less likely to favor the Taliban's return to
power. National Guard agribusiness development teams like lowa's 734th are tackling the job of helping
along Afghan agriculture.

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011105220332

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Reports:

Bridging Knowledge Gaps in Water Management, CSIS, May 25

The attached summary and recommendations are organized around four key themes that emerged in the
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risk and uncertainty; interagency and inter-sectoral collaboration; and the relevance of political and

regulatory processes to water, energy, food, and agriculture.
http://csis.org/publication/bridging-knowledge-gaps-water-management

Media Articles:
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http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/472m-spent-on-foreign-aid-in-2010/437216.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703509104576331251275217720.html
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011105220332
http://csis.org/publication/bridging-knowledge-gaps-water-management

G8 Summit Needs a Green Focus, BBC, May 26

But the challenge facing world leaders is how to generate sustainable growth that delivers social outcomes,
including employment and greater equity. And to do this while keeping humanity's growing environmental
footprint within planetary boundaries.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13540556

In Iran, a Race to Save a Great Lake from Disappearing Due to Drought, Damming and Development,
Washington Post, May 25

The long popular lake has shrunken by 60 percent and could disappear entirely in just a few years. The salt-
saturated lake threatens agriculture nearby in northwest Iran, as storms sometimes carry the salt far afield.
Many farmers worry about the future of their lands, which for centuries have been famous for apples, grapes,
walnuts, almonds onions, potatoes, as well as aromatlc herbal drinks, candies and tasty sweet pastes.

drou ht- dammln -and- develo ment/2011/05/25/AGP0O09AH story.html

Brazil Eases Rules on Conserving Amazon Rainforest, BBC, May 25

Brazil's Chamber of Deputies has voted to ease restrictions on the amount of land farmers must preserve as
forest. The amended law also grants some amnesties for previous deforestation. Supporters say Brazil needs
land to boost agricultural production, while environmentalists say destruction of the Amazon rainforest will
increase.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-13538578

Texas Farmers, Ranchers See Losses Growing as Severe Drought Continues, Washington Post, May 25
A historic drought has already cost Texas farmers and ranchers an estimated $1.5 billion, and the cost is
growing daily as parched conditions persist in much of the state. Officials said if the drought continues into
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season on record.

ont1nues[2011 /05/25 ZAGM1g8AH story.html

China Faces Worst Drought in 50 years, Financial Times, May 24
Chinese authorities will step up the release of water from the Three Gorges Dam in a bid to tackle a drought in
southern China which has put pressure on drinking water, crops, shipping lanes and electricity production in
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expected to report a bumper harvest of wheat and rice this year.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/7d6e4db8-861e-11e0-9e2c-00144feabdc0.html

Good Forest Governance Key for Climate Change Schemes, FAO, May 23

FAO and the World Bank have unveiled a new guidance framework which can help countries assess the
governance of their forest resources. The ability to demonstrate good governance in forestry is becoming
increasingly important for countries wishing to participate in emerging climate change mitigation schemes.
The framework provides countries with a comprehensive checklist they can use to identify and address
problems in governance of forest resources.

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/74825 /icode/

WOMEN & GIRLS
Media Articles:

Aid to Women Farmers could Help Alleviate Global Food Crisis, Opinion, Eva Clayton, May 26
As budget battles continue on Capitol Hill, some officials are calling for reductions in foreign aid and
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effectiveness. Constructive aid can do two important things: improve living conditions of women around the
world and help alleviate the global food crisis. Increasing gender equality in poor countries can make a
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significant dlfference to food security and to broader economic development

allev1ate Elobal food-crisis

Raiding a Brothel in India, Opinion, Nicholas Kristof, New York Times, May 25

India probably has more modern slaves than any country in the world. It has millions of women and girls in
its brothels, often held captive for their first few years until they grow resigned to their fate. UNICEF has
estimated that worldwide 1.8 million children enter the sex trade each year.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/26/opinion/26Kristof.html

Saudis Arrest Woman Leading Right-to-Drive Campaign, New York Times, May 23
The government of Saudi Arabia moved swiftly to extinguish a budding protest movement of women claiming
the right to drive, a campaign inspired by uprisings across the Arab world demanding new freedoms but at
risk Monday of foundering. Saudi Arabia is the only country that bars women from driving.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/24 /world/middleeast/24saudi.html
SEE ALSO: More Saudi Women Record Driving Videos, New York Times, May 26
Manal al-Sharif, a Saudi activist who was arrested this week for encouraging women to defy Saudi
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Associated Press.

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES

Reports:

WTO Disciplines on Agricultural Support, IFPRI, May 2011

This research brief examines OEA | COAAT AT 080 AT 1 AOGOEA 0O0OPPI OO AEOAEDI EI
under the as-yet unfinished Doha Round negotiations. The brief provides a summary of the main conclusions

from the March 2011 book WTO Disciplines on Agricultural Support: Seeking a Fair Basis for Trdtle

analysis focuses on four developed countries and four developing countries. We highlight the substantial

differences among these countrles in thelr notlflcatlons of policy measures and the support they provide.

Media Articles:

China Bought U.S. Corn, Wall StreetJournal, May 27

The U.S. government confirmed that exporters struck deals to sell corn to China, fueling expectations the
Asian nation will be a customer whenever prices for the commodity dip. The USDA said China bought
116,800 metric tons of corn for delivery before Aug. 31, with the sales coming sometime earlier this spring.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303654804576347763131717884.html

Kan Told Quake Will Not Influence Trade Deal, Financial Times, May 26

EU negotiators want any trade deal to cover all goods, services and inward investment and to break down
non-tariff barriers that they argue impede European access to Japanese markets. In particular the European
side wants Japan to remove burdensome health standards and to increase access for agricultural exports and
companies to invest in Japan.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/5dd9d7b0-876d-11e0-af98-00144feabdc0.html

Are Food Prices Undergoing a Relative Price Shift?, Wall Street Journal, May 26
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current levels rather than wrestling them down, Mohammad Saeid Noori Naeini, a leading candidate to be the

next director- general of the FAO, told Dow Jones Newsw1res
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http://www.cambridge.org/9781107005440
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http://blogs.wsj.com/source/2011/05/26/are-food-prices-undergoing-a-relative-price-shift/

SEE ALSO: The Conscience of a Liberal, Opinion, Paul Krugman, New York Times, May 23
Two questions about inflation: What would the ECB be doing if it were the Fed? Why have some
measures of US core inflation ticked up slightly recently?

http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/23 /supercore-wonkish/

China’s Interest in Farmland Makes Brazil Uneasy, Washington Post, May 26

When the Chinese came looking for more soybeans here last year, they inquired about buying land ? lots of
it. Officials in this farming area would not sell the hundreds of thousands of acres needed. Undeterred, the
Chinese pursued a different strategy: providing credit to farmers and potentially tripling the soybeans grown
here to feed chickens and hogs back in China.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/27 /world /americas/27brazil.html

Is the Global Food System Slowly Breaking Down?, BBC, May 26

Thirty percent of the rural population goes literally hungry at night, but 10% in the towns. In some ways you
have to begin to see megacities as a survival response - all over the globe - to the climate and financial crises.
What does all this mean? Maybe it means - as the NGOs claim - that the global food system is beginning to
break down.

http: //www.bbc.co.uk/news /business-13567059

Brazil Seeks to curb Volatile Ethanol Prices, Financial Times, May 25

'l OET OCE " OA WYédondbigzestpEoducer df dthbndldower-than-expected ethanol production
due to drought as well as a late harvest and soaring vehicle sales has contributed to shortages. Ethanol prices
hit five-year highs in recent weeks, forcing Brazilians to switch to using more gasoline-based fuel.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c483a7ca-8664-11e0-9d5c-00144feabdc0.html

Ukraine Removes Grain Export Quotas, Financial Times, Mag5
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up global food prices and hit domestic agribusinesses hard. The decision will ease concerns in the wheat

market about supplies in the second half of the year.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d9ecfa0c-8705-11e0-92df-00144feabdc0.html

India Wheat Output Set to Beat Estimates, Wall Street Journal, May 24
India, the world's second-largest wheat producer, looks set to exceed its all-time high output estimate and the
government is considering exports, with procurement topping or meeting targets from key regions. The
government had estimated the wheat harvest would be around 84.27 million metric tons for this crop year
through June 30.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304520804576342834038421402.html
SEE ALSO: India Remains Cautious on Food Exports, Wall Street Journal, May 25
India will not allow any wheat or rice exports from government stocks, despite ample supplies as the
country is gearing up to soon introduce a food security law that guarantees cheap grains to 70% of
the population, food minister said.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304066504576345241086761026.html

The Problem with Wild Prices, Financial Times, May 23

After the fall triggered by the financial crisis in late 2008 and a lackluster stabilization the following year,
prices rose strongly in 2010. But in the past few weeks that the cost of commodities from oil to copper has
again surged to the point that they are a big concern for both policymakers and investors. The
industrialization and urbanization of China is the main driver of the so-called supercycle.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/e45111d2-84cf-11e0-afcb-00144feabdc0.html

Feeding Frenzy -- No Winners in Coming Global Food Fight, Huffington Post, May 23

If you've been assuming that 21st century agronomists would be able to fine tune the Green Revolution and
stave off world hunger, think again. The Coming Famine book by Julian Cribb, warns that global food
security will become the overriding concern for all mankind by around 2050, overshadowing financial
upheaval and climate catastrophe, unless corrective action is taken soon.
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Worldwide Biofuels Production Guidelines Set by G8-Led Group of Nations, Bloomberg, May 23

The Rome-based Global Bioenergy Partnership released a voluntary policy for producing and using biomass
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2005 by the Group of Eight nations and five emerging economies, also includes 13 international organizations

and institutions.

group of—natlons html

China Food Choices Reshaping World Markets, Washington Post, May 22

As developing countries become richer, so do their diets, shifting from traditional staples such as rice and
wheat to meat and dairy products, which require more grain as feedstock. That trend is taxing world grain
supplies. Rising prices for staple commodities have less of an impact on consumer prices in the United States
and other developed countries. But eventually, higher commodity costs will pass through to consumers.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/china-food-choices-reshaping-world-

markets/2011/04/27 /AFX2EH9G story.html

Bangladesh Seeks African Land, BBC, May 22

Companies in Bangladesh are planning to lease thousands of hectares of land for agriculture in some African
countries. They are talking with the Ugandan and Tanzanian governments. Robert Ziegler, the Director
General of the International Rice Research Institute, believes that Bangladesh's food strategy will become
more widespread.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13497022

Japan, China, South Korea Eye Trade Pact, Wall Street Journal, May 22

The leaders of Japan, China and South Korea pledged Sunday to speed up laying the ground work for a
possible three-way free trade pact, in a step to revitalize discussions in light of the economic damage from the
massive earthquake and tsunami that struck Japan on March 11.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704904604576336623132002308.html

Flooding to Delay U.S. Grain Harvests, Wall Street Journal, May 21

Widespread flooding will delay early grain harvests in the U.S,, further stoking supply fears amid dwindling
stockpiles of corn and soybeans. Many farmers in states such as Missouri and Mississippi will have to replant
crops after the floods washed away seeds and sprouting plants, as well as nutrients in the soil.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704816604576335644160809156.html

Hungry for Opportunities, IPS, May 20

Food shortages may be causing hunger in the developing world, but the large Latin American agricultural
countries that belong to the Group of 20 see the situation as an opportunity to exploit. G20 leaders will try to
reach agreement on and adopt the plan of action to stabilize the markets and mitigate the impact of price
hikes on the most vulnerable nations. Combating the volatility of commodity prices is one of France's top
priorities in the G20 presidency.

http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=%2055726

AGRIBUSINESS
Media Articles:

Partnering with Purpose, DuPont Pioneer, May 2011

Pioneer's Sustainable Agriculture and Development program creates novel partnerships and innovative
business approaches in underserved markets to provide a foundation for community growth, driving market
development and sustainable business.
http://www.pioneer.com/home/site/about/business/commitment/agricultural-development
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Land O’Lakes Foundation Kicks-Off Community Garden Program, Land May2dakes,
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communities. The Foundation team has identified six pilot projects in various regions across the country and

has partnered with local co-ops, FFA chapters and Winfield Solutions agronomists to create several Answer

Plot Community Gardens.

http://www.landolakesinc.com/utility/news/company/ECMP2-0147951.aspx

Strong Sales of Organic Foods Attract Investors, New York Times, May 23

Sales of organic foods appear robust across Europe and the United States despite weak economic conditions

and rising inflation. The strong sales are attracting more interest and activity from investors, who see
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http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/24 /business/global /24organic.html
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