
 
 

 
 
March 19th – March 25th, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: “The US is helping to lead the effort to increase agricultural productivity, both in America 
and in the parts of the world most plagued by food insecurity. At the US Department of Agriculture, we are 
making investments in fundamental research to increase agricultural productivity by focusing on making plants 
more resilient to environmental stresses like drought, salinity and pests. We are studying pre- and post-harvest 
technologies to reduce crop losses. And we are supporting President Obama’s Feed the Future initiative, led by 
the US Agency for International Development, which is helping countries develop local solutions to food 
insecurity. Global food security is important to the many people around the world who are hungry but also 
critically important to the sustainable economic growth of these nations, the stability of food prices and the 
economic prosperity and national security of our own country.”— Thomas Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, “How to Avoid a Global Food Price Crisis”, Financial Times, March 22, 2011.  
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
Hidden Hunger, The Economist, March 24 
Nutrition has long been the Cinderella of development. Lack of calories—hunger—is a headline-grabber, 
particularly as rising food prices push more people towards starvation. But the hidden hunger of 
micronutrient deficiencies harms even more people and inflicts lasting damage on them and their societies. It, 
too, worsens as food prices rise.  

http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
mailto:slee@thechicagocouncil.org?subject=Please%20Unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Global%20Food%20for%20Thought
http://www.twitter.com/globalagdev
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Agricultural-Development-Initiative/194692817221550


http://www.economist.com/node/18438289?story_id=18438289 
 
Innovative Solutions to Save Lives, Opinion, Melinda Gates, Co-Chair, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, March 
23 
During Women’s History Month, it’s important to stop and reflect on the incredible progress women have 
made the past few decades. Perhaps nowhere have results been more impressive than in women’s health and 
the health and wellbeing of their children. I am optimistic this progress will continue as the tools and 
strategies that have been effective in accomplishing these amazing feats are still improving and rolling out in 
a number of countries around the world. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/03/innovative-solutions-to-save-lives/ 
 
AGRA tells Government to Build Trust with Private Sector, The Citizen (Tanzania), March 23 
Mr. Dan Glickman, the co-chair of the Chicago Council’s Global Agricultural Development Initiative, said 
training of agro-dealers should be prioritized so that they may become information centers and effectively 
serve farmers. Mr. Glickman, the former agriculture Secretary in Bill Clinton’s administration, was speaking 
during an interview after concluding his three-day fact-finding visit on food security projects hosted by the 
Alliance for the Green Revolution in Africa. He was accompanied by his co-chair and former executive director 
of World Food Programme, Ms Catherine Bertini, who pioneered the use of food aid to empower women 
during her tenure at the WFP.  
http://thecitizen.co.tz/business/13-local-business/9313-agra-tells-govt-to-build-trust-with-private-
sector.html 
 
How to Avoid a Global Food Price Crisis, Opinion, Thomas Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, March 22 
Recent news stories have stoked fears about rising global food prices. But today, only a few years after a 
devastating food crisis, we can avoid the mistakes of 2007 and 2008 and respond to this challenge as a 
country and a globe. To do so we must work with other governments to help those most vulnerable to spikes 
in food prices and put in place the fundamentals to feed a rapidly growing population. This means 
encouraging all nations to pursue policies that limit price volatility, while identifying vulnerable populations 
and responding appropriately. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/88fa144c-54c2-11e0-b1ed-00144feab49a.html 
 
Food Prices and Political Instability, International Monetary Fund, March 2011 
Our main finding was that during times of international food price increases political institutions in Low 
Income Countries significantly deteriorated. To explain this finding we documented that food price increases 
in Low Income Countries significantly increased the likelihood of civil conflict and other forms of civil strife, 
such as anti-government demonstrations and riots. 
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2011/wp1162.pdf 

SEE ALSO: Unrest is the price of soaring food costs, Financial Times, March 23 
The political unrest in Libya and surrounding regions, which has hit global crude oil markets, is 
overshadowing the other big story for commodities markets: high food prices. But agricultural 
commodities prices remain high, with corn nearing the all-time highs set during the food crisis of 
2007-08. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/16f23c72-552a-11e0-87fe-00144feab49a.html#axzz1HWnDTtGZ 

 
Gates Fund’s CEO Outlines Giving Plans for 2011, The Chronicle of Philanthropy, March 7  
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation gave out far less money in 2010 than anticipated because staff members 
were given the option of distributing some of their grant dollars in later years, according to the fund’s chief 
executive, Jeffrey Raikes. The world’s largest philanthropy donated $2.6-billion last year, compared with $3-
billion in 2009, because program officers decided to hold off on distributing about $500-million in grants. 
That money is now available for 2011. 
http://philanthropy.com/article/Gates-Fund-s-CEO-Outlines/126641/  
 
Hope Springs Eternal, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, March 25 

http://www.economist.com/node/18438289?story_id=18438289
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With the arrival of spring comes an enduring optimism: Hope springs eternal. A similar hope and optimism 
consumes the farmers of western Kenya I have been visiting.  As they plant their maize seed, hope springs 
eternal that this might be a year of bumper harvests and great opportunity. For the long-suffering farmers, 
their optimism is more justified.  They have seen the benefits of using hybrid seeds and a small amount of 
fertilizer and deploying better planting methods.  
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/03/roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-hope-springs-eternal.html#more 
  
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Ros-Lehtinen Targets Several State Department Budget Items, Foreign Policy, March 23 
House Foreign Affairs chairwoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) said the administration's separation of State 
Department funding between regular budget accounts and the war-related account known as "overseas 
contingency operations,” obscures what she calls the "dramatic and unsustainable" funding increases for 
diplomacy and development over recent years. 
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/03/23/ros_lehtinen_targets_several_state_department_budge
t_items 

SEE ALSO: RESPONSE LETTER FULL TEXT 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/files/fp_uploaded_documents/HCFA2012.pdf 

 
USAID and Walmart Join Forces to Help Small Farmers and Enhance Food Security in Central America, 
U.S. Agency for International Development, March 22 
The new partnership links Feed the Future, the U.S. government's global hunger and food security initiative, 
with Walmart's Global Sustainable Agriculture Goals. Small rural farmers in Central America will earn more 
from their fresh fruit and vegetable production, which will help them climb out of poverty. Consumers will 
benefit from greater access to locally-grown produce. 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2011/pr110322_1.html 
 
USDA invests $60M in 3 New Research Projects on Effects of Climate Change on Crops and Forests, 
Washington Post, March 21 
The three studies take a new approach to crop and climate research by bringing together researchers from a 
wide variety of fields and encouraging them to find solutions appropriate to specific geographic areas. All 
three projects also will try to develop crops and forests better able to withstand climate change. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/usda-invests-60m-in-3-new-research-projects-on-effects-of-
climate-change-on-crops-and-forests/2011/03/21/ABszW04_story.html 
 
Money talks for UN Reforms to Happen, Opinion, Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, U.S. House of 
Representatives, chair of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Miami Herald, March 20 
Current events at the United Nations are demonstrating again the failures of that organization and the need 
for reform. One striking example is the UN Human Rights Council, which is set to soon pass several more anti-
Israel resolutions, on top of 33 such measures passed by the Council in the past five years. From shams like 
the Human Rights Council, to corruption scandals, to mismanagement, and more, it is clear that the UN is 
broken. But what can be done about it?  
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/03/20/2124162/money-talks-for-un-reforms-to.html 

SEE ALSO: Rep. Ros-Lehtinen says US should leave UN Human Rights Council, The Hill, March 21 
House Foreign Affairs Committee Chairwoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen is calling on the United States to 
leave the UN Human Rights Council, and is expected to propose legislation that would put more 
distance between the U.S. and the Council, along with other reforms. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/house/151125-foreign-affairs-chair-ros-lehtinen-says-us-
should-leave-un-human-rights-council 

 
Agriculture Committee Adopts Budget Letter, U.S. House Committee on Agriculture, March 15 
The House Agriculture Committee adopted the budget views and estimates letter which outlines the 
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committee’s budget recommendations for the agencies and programs under its jurisdiction for FY 2012.  
http://agriculture.house.gov/press/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1340 

SEE ALSO: BUDGET LETTER FULL TEXT: http://agriculture.house.gov/pdf/business-
meeting/BudgetviewsestimateletterFY12.pdf 
SEE ALSO: Ag Committee Supports Cuts to Food Assistance, Not Farm Subsidies, National 
Journal, March 21 
The House Agriculture Committee endorsed a letter to Budget Chairman Paul Ryan arguing that the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, which helps low-income Americans purchase food, 
would make a better target for cuts than automatic subsidies to farms. President Obama has 
endorsed cuts in agricultural subsidies as a way to lower the deficit. 
http://nationaljournal.com/ag-committee-supports-cuts-to-food-assistance-not-farm-subsidies-
20110321 

 
Ron Paul Says Kill Foreign Aid, CIA, US News, March 18 
Rep. Ron Paul, the libertarian-Republican stirred up the 2008 GOP presidential primaries, is stepping back 
into the limelight with a new liberty agenda that calls for the elimination of the CIA and foreign aid, puts 
serious doubts on the impact of global warming, and calls for limiting the types of presidential powers that 
led former President George W. Bush to send troops to Afghanistan and Iraq. 
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2011/03/18/ron-paul-says-kill-foreign-aid-cia 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
USAID: A Series on Integrating Climate Change & Natural Resource Management into Feed the Future 
Date: March 30, 2011 
Location: Washington, D.C 
This event series will articulate the challenges and opportunities that integration of these issues poses, and 
present successful program approaches and tools for working across the disciplines of climate change, NRM, 
and food security.  The series will examine the areas of soil, water, nutrition and climate change resilience to 
share relevant tools and lessons learned, recommend best practices, raise the profile of these critical linkages, 
and generate political will for continued progress in these areas. 
http://kdid.org/agrilinks/agriculture-sector-council-series-integrating-climate-change-nrm-feed-future-
event-1 
 
Agriculture 2.0 
Date: April 11th – 12th, 2011 
Location: San Francisco 
This event will be the 5th installment in the conference series and for the first time we are adding several 
tracks to a multi-day format. This expansion will facilitate the creation of a commercial marketplace for the 
industry—a first of its kind, one-stop shop not only for venture capitalists and early stage companies, but also 
for senior decision makers in agribusiness and farmland funds, commodities experts, growth stage and 
institutional investors, key industry insiders, and policy makers. They all come together at Agriculture 2.0 
with one intent – to catalyze and capitalize on this rapidly evolving industry. 
https://www.iirusa.com/agriculture20/register.xml?registration=&utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_med
ium=email&utm_campaign=U2339%252520-%2525201%252520(1)&utm_content=&step=start 
 
Climate, Climate Change, and Public Health Workshop 
Date: April 12th – 14th, 2011 
Location: Baltimore, MD 
This workshop will focus on the emerging public health issues arising from recent changes in the Earth's 
climate, such as: new patterns in diseases, the availability and quality of water, and adaptation strategies. 
http://gaia.jhuapl.edu 
 
19th Annual Food and Ag Policy Conference 
Date: April 13th – 14th, 2011 
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Location: Washington, D.C. 
http://www.informaecon.com/WashMarkCalendar2011.pdf 
 
Symposium on African Agriculture and Poverty Reduction 
Date: April 20th – 22nd, 2011 
Location: Kigali, Rwanda 
http://aec.msu.edu/fs2/gisama/events.htm 
 
The Atlantic Food Summit 
Date: April 26, 2011 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
The Atlantic's annual Food Summit uses a full-day forum to explore topics such as consumer behavior, health 
& nutrition, and sustainable agriculture. 
http://events.theatlantic.com/food-summit/2011/ 
 
CropLife America National Policy Conference: Lost in Translation? Deciphering the Discourse on 
Modern Agriculture 
Date: May 12th, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
The CropLife America National Policy Conference will bring together leading experts in the fields of 
agriculture, food safety and security, agricultural technology and policy to offer highly diverse perspectives 
and engage in frank discussions on all issues facing modern agriculture. Our Master of Ceremonies will again 
be Marc Gunther, contributing editor at FORTUNE magazine and a senior writer at Greenbiz.com who has 
appeared on NBC, ABC, CNN and NPR. 
http://www.croplifeamerica.org/nationalpolicyconference 
 
International Conference and Exhibition on Agricultural Biotechnology in Africa 
Date: May 13th – May 15th, 2011 
Location: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
The aim of the conference is to: 1) provide sound scientific knowledge on issues related to technology 
transfer and capacity building; 2) identify more efficient ways and means of building capacity and developing 
sustainable and useful institutions; 3) present lessons learned and identify success factors regarding 
biotechnology knowledge transfer and capacity building; and 4) serve as a forum for cross-sectoral and 
multidisciplinary dialogue between scientists and policy makers on issues related to the development, use, 
and application of biotechnology. 
http://www.issdet.org/ 
 
Second World Conference of Humanitarian Studies 
Date: June 2nd – June 5th, 2011 
Location: Tufts University, Medford, MA 
Humanitarian crises and the responses they trigger are evolving rapidly. This conference looks at the 
opportunities and threats for addressing these crises, as well as at the strengths and weaknesses of the actual 
responses. The conference provides a unique forum for both scholars and practitioners to present research 
and debate these issues. In particular, the conference focuses on four broad themes: emerging from 
protracted crises; new directions in policy; innovations in humanitarian practice; and advances in public 
health and food security in crises. 
http://www.humanitarianstudies2011.org/ 
 
Cracking the Nut Conference: Overcoming Obstacles to Rural and Agricultural Finance  
Date: June 20st – 21nd, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
Rural and Agricultural Finance have long been considered tough nuts to crack. The Cracking the Nut 
Conference will unite the world’s leading rural and agricultural finance leaders in a collaborative pursuit of 
learning, leverage and large scale change. To share about your work and what you have been doing to crack 
these nuts, please submit a proposal to lead a session at the conference. The deadline for submitting a 
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proposal is Monday, February 28, 2011. This conference is aimed at practitioners, private sector 
professionals, policymakers, funders, researchers, and other rural and agricultural finance professionals. 
For more information visit: www.crackingthenutconference.com 
 
The World Food Prize Laureate Announcement Ceremony 
Date: June 21, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
This event is held annually in June to announce the winner of the prestigious World Food Prize. This event 
will bring increased awareness and attention to the issues of global food security, agriculture and science. 
Recent speakers at the event have included U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack and U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Rajiv Shah, among others. 
 
Agricultural Value Chain Finance Training 
Date: June 22nd-23rd, 2011 
Location: The QED Group , Washington, D.C. 
Farmers, suppliers, processors, buyers and others need access to finance to operate and develop their 
businesses. Also, bankers often struggle to contain their risks and costs in financing agriculture. At the 
Agricultural Value Chain Finance Training, lead by Calvin Miller, FAO and Stephanie Charitonenko you will 
learn about developing commercially attractive financial services that meet the needs of the various actors in 
the value chain and how a value chain focus can result in market growth and reduced credit risk. 
http://www.cvent.com/events/cracking-the-nut-conference-overcoming-obstacles-to-rural-and-
agricultural-finance/custom-19-4a76ee2bb48b423b9d98c50ddae38904.aspx 
 
Food Security, Health and Impact Conference 
Date: June 22nd – June 24th, 2011 
Location: Leeds, United Kingdom 
The Africa College, a research partnership between IITA, ICIPE and University of Leeds is holding an 
international conference to share lessons on translating research results into impact for food security, 
nutrition and human health. The conference includes knowledge brokering sessions and workshops and is 
asking two questions: How can the results of basic science and inter-disciplinary research lead to increased 
impact on food security and human health?; and, How can partnerships between research and development 
organisations deliver innovation and impact? Sponsorship for African participants is available. For more 
details see: http://www.africacollege.leeds.ac.uk/ 
 
World Food Prize 25th Anniversary  
Date: October 12th – 14th, 2011 
Location: Des Moines, IA 
Twenty-five years ago, Norman Borlaug's dream of creating an annual award to recognize and inspire 
breakthrough achievements in increasing the quality, quantity and availability of food came true. The World 
Food Prize was founded. This year, we are thrilled to announce that the events will also include the Grand 
Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an 
event center and educational facility to honor humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of 
scientific leaders. 
http://www.worldfoodprize.org/ 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
40 Findings on the Impacts of CGIAR Research 1971-2011, Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research, March 2011. 
Since the CGIAR’s establishment in 1971, its expanding agenda of research has led to important gains in 
agricultural productivity as well as natural resource management and food policy across the developing 
world. This remarkable 40-year performance provides a firm foundation for a forceful response to the 
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daunting challenges that agriculture and rural environments will face over the next 40 years. 
http://www.cgiarfund.org/cgiarfund/sites/cgiarfund.org/files/Documents/PDF/Forty-findings-
CGIAR_March2011.pdf 
 
Crop Prospects and Food Situation, Food and Agriculture Organization, March 2011 
The report provides a review of the food situation by geographic region, a section dedicated to the LIFDCs 
and a list of countries in crisis requiring external assistance. It also includes a summary of the global cereal 
supply and demand situation to complement the biannual analysis in the Food Outlook publication. 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/al977e/al977e00.pdf 

SEE ALSO: FAO forecasts increased global wheat production for 2011, Agri-Pulse, March 23 
The U.N.'s Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO) forecasts 2011 world wheat production at 676 
million metric tons, up 3.4% from 2010. This initial forecast from FAO's March 2011 Crop Prospects 
and Food Situation report shows the crop still below the bumper harvests in 2008 and 2009.  
http://www.agri-pulse.com/FAO_Sees_Wheat_Production_Up_20110323R.asp  

 
World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates, USDA, March 2011 
The World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report provides USDA's comprehensive forecasts of 
supply and demand for major U.S. and global crops and U.S. livestock. The report gathers information from a 
number of statistical reports published by USDA and other government agencies, and provides a framework 
for additional USDA reports. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/latest.pdf 

SEE ALSO: Fuel versus food – the fight over corn, Financial Times, March 22 
That phrase is “ethanol for fuel,” and it is buried on page 12 of the US Department of Agriculture’s 
monthly World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates. The department’s latest guess is that the 
biofuels industry will funnel 4.95bn bushels of corn into ethanol in the current crop year, or 40 per 
cent of last year’s crop. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/05b38c5c-545f-11e0-979a-00144feab49a.html#axzz1HWnDTtGZ 

 
Media Articles: 
 
Stomach Staples, The Economist, March 24 
Reducing hunger is a complicated task. There is no global shortage of food. Less poverty does not always 
mean better-nourished people. In India, for example, real incomes rose and the price of food fell between 
1980 and 2005. Yet evidence suggests that Indians, even those who were originally eating less than 
recommended, reduced their calorie consumption in that time. Such findings have long puzzled economists. 
http://www.economist.com/node/18438949 
 
AGRA Soil Health Project takes-off in Northern Ghana, GhanaWeb, March 24 
The Soil Health Project of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) has the objective of increasing 
agricultural production and alleviating rural poverty through strengthening partnerships and capacity of 
Farmer-based Organizations and other players in the agricultural sector to promote integrated soil fertility 
management. 
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/regional/artikel.php?ID=205613 
 
Genetically Modified Crops get Boost over Organics with Recent USDA rulings, Washington Post, March 
23 
At the supermarket, most shoppers are oblivious to a battle raging within U.S. agriculture and the Obama 
administration’s role in it. Two thriving but opposing sectors — organics and genetically engineered crops — 
have been warring on the farm, in the courts and in Washington. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/genetically-modified-crops-get-boost-over-organics-with-recent-
usda-rulings/2011/03/10/ABAAWNLB_story.html 
 
Borlaug Statue to be placed in U.S. Capitol, Des Moines Register, March 22 
Gov. Terry Branstad is set to sign a legislative resolution today clearing the way for a statue of the late Dr. 
Norman Borlaug to be displayed at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. Borlaug is a Protivin native and plant 
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pathologist known as the father of the "Green Revolution." 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110323/NEWS/103230354/-1/LIFE04/Borlaug-statue-
placed-U-S-Capitol 
 
Drought-Resistant Grain to Transform Kenya Rice Farming, AllAfrica, March 22 
Kenyan farmers will soon be able to grow rice without using flood waters for irrigation as the Government 
and development partners move to improve yields through a drought-resistant variety. Researchers have 
identified a new seed type dubbed New Rice for Africa, a dry land variety that requires less water and takes 
105 days to mature. 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201103221026.html 
 
Celebrate Learning: It's the Only Thing that Keeps Us From Being Dumber Than Coal Buckets, 
Huffington Post, March 22 
I keep running into extraordinary students -- of all ages -- from all over the world, and I think there should be 
a day set aside every year to honor them for making the effort to learn. The inspiration for this momentous 
idea presented itself several weeks ago that hosted the annual retreat of Universities Fighting World Hunger. It 
was a smorgasbord of inspiration. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-silverstein/post_1835_b_838188.html 
 
The African Renaissance is Under Way, The Times (U.K.), March 22 
Africa is on the move. Not since the era of decolonization has there been such an upbeat assessment of the 
continent’s prospects. From Cape Town to Cairo, a billion people, hardworking and hustling, are changing the 
face of a vast region. The alarm bells about a continent in crisis, first rung in the 1980s, still resonate. One in 
four Africans goes hungry each night. One in five children dies of a curable disease before the age of 5. 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/public/article2955163.ece 
 
How We Engineered the Food Crisis, Guardian, March 20 
Within the past two months, food riots helped to trigger the ousting of ruling regimes in Tunisia and Egypt. 
(food prices increased 17% last year in Egypt, and the price of wheat, a critical staple there, soared by more 
than 50%.) For poor countries that are net importers of food, even small increases in food prices can be 
catastrophic, and recent bumps have been anything but small. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/mar/20/food-farming 
 
Quinoa’s Global Success Creates Quandary at Home, New York Times, March 19 
Quinoa is virtually unrivaled in the plant or animal kingdom for its life-sustaining nutrients. Now demand for 
quinoa is soaring in rich countries. The surge has helped raise farmers’ incomes here in one of the 
hemisphere’s poorest countries. But fewer Bolivians can now afford it, hastening their embrace of cheaper, 
processed foods and raising fears of malnutrition in a country that has long struggled with it. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/20/world/americas/20bolivia.html 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Media Articles: 
 
US Foreign Aid faces Cuts as China's Reach Grows, San Francisco Chronicle, March 25 
U.S. efforts to counter China's growing influence in the developing world are a likely casualty of the budget 
battles dominating Washington's politics, as chunks of the foreign aid program face the ax. That could hurt 
not just the world's poor, but America's reach in emerging markets where China has ramped up investment 
and provided easy credit. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2011/03/24/national/w140202D15.DTL   
 
American Business Needs to Get in the Game, Opinion, Fred Hochberg, Huffington Post, March 24 
It is critical, as President Obama told business leaders in Brazil, that America does more than just watch these 
projects from the stands. It is critical that we get in the game. This is no time for the United States, particularly 
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our business community, to be sitting on the sidelines. These projects play into America's strength -- and 
require the types of high-quality capital goods and services that U.S. companies lead the world in producing. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/fred-hochberg/american-business-needs-t_b_840060.html  
 
In Malawi, the toll of U.S. budget-cutting, Opinion, Michael Gerson, Washington Post, March 24 
Agricultural aid programs have been dramatically defunded in the past few decades — unfashionable in 
development circles and lost among other priorities. During the 1980s, a quarter of U.S. foreign assistance 
went to agriculture. Today the proportion is about 1 percent. Most of Malawi’s agricultural scientists were 
educated by the U.S. Agency for International Development. But that training has been largely abandoned, 
leaving few to replace a retiring generation. The Obama administration has tried to address this imbalance, 
announcing Feed the Future in 2009. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/in-malawi-the-toll-of-us-budget-
cutting/2011/03/24/AByFKmRB_story.html 
 
Defense Task Force on Afghanistan Development Unravels, Washington Post, March 24 
A prominent Pentagon task force that has sought to help Afghanistan exploit its mineral wealth and expand 
private-sector employment is being gutted by resignations and will be forced to scale back significantly 
because of a congressional demand that its operations be folded into the U.S. Agency for International 
Development.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/defense-task-force-on-afghanistan-development-
unravels/2011/03/22/ABe2PHSB_story.html  
 
Aid critical as calm returns to Kenya-Somalia border, Guardian (U.K.), March 24 
Thousands of Somalis displaced by fighting along the Kenya-Ethiopia-Somalia border urgently need water 
and food as humanitarian workers in Kenya's north-eastern town of Mandera continue to register refugees. 
Thousands of people were displaced in the region. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/mar/24/aid-somalia-refugee-kenya-border 
 
Partnerships Introduce a Commercial Edge, Financial Times, March 23 
New models of financing and delivering development programmes are bringing far-reaching changes to the 
international public sector. The changes have implications for the way non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), aid agencies and non-profits are funded and managed, as well as how they assess their performance 
and report back to donors.  
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/84986df4-553a-11e0-87fe-00144feab49a.html#axzz1HWnDTtGZ 
 
Aid to the Poor: by the Numbers, Opinion, Anne C. Richard, President of the International Rescue Committee, 
Stimson Center Blog, March 23 
Congress is out to cut foreign aid, but the public doesn’t necessarily agree.  Pollsters find that when we 
Americans learn about specific aid programs, we support them.   When we hear clear details, we favor aid 
programs guaranteed to save lives.  But Congress keeps acting on the desires of a misinformed public rather 
than on the basis of reality.  They should look at the facts. 
http://thewillandthewallet.org/2011/03/23/aid-to-the-poor-by-the-numbers/ 
 
The GOP's Foreign Policy: At Odds with Reality?, Opinion, John Norris, Huffington Post, March 23 
The common theme among all the Republican candidates: the United States needs to be more muscular and 
less bound by diplomacy or convention. The United States needs to stride the globe like a colossus, striking 
down all those who oppose us, outflanking the Chinese, and making the world safe for democracy. How 
exactly the United States is supposed to achieve these lofty ambitions as it slashes funding for the United 
Nations, the State Department, and USAID remains a mystery. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-norris/the-gops-foreign-policy-a_b_839867.html 
 
The State Department as a Tool of National Security, World Politics Review, March 22 
In decades past, the roles of the State Department and Defense Department were often considered to be 
parallel and discrete. State negotiated treaties and engaged in diplomatic and aid missions around the globe, 
whereas Defense was brought to bear when words failed to suffice. Despite being complementary, these 
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elements of U.S. strategy were often poorly coordinated. 
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/8241/the-state-department-as-a-tool-of-national-security 
 
How to win Afghanistan? Nation Building, Foreign Policy, March 22 
Petraeus' remarks mostly wrote themselves:  he started by announcing that the Taliban's momentum "has 
been arrested," but progress is "fragile and reversible."  You might as well say “Progress Made, Challenges 
Remain.” Nothing new here. But then Petraeus came out with that bombshell about funding for civilians near 
the end of his testimony. He could not have been more stark. We will lose the war in Afghanistan unless we 
pony up more money for our civilian efforts-which is to say, for nation building. 
http://shadow.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/03/22/how_to_win_afghanistan_nation_building 
 
America's Health Aid Saves Others, Opinion, Dr. Sandra Gonzalez Gompf, March 21 
Americans may believe that federal spending on foreign aid is exorbitant, but global health programs are only 
one quarter of 1 percent of the budget, and they protect our own health by shoring up that of our neighbors. 
Further, these dollars by necessity must support the most efficient, low-technology approaches to help 
resource-poor areas. 
http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/article1158298.ece 
 
Aid Begins to Reach the Hardest-Hit Areas, Wall Street Journal, March 21 
More than a week after Japan's northeast was devastated by an earthquake and tsunami, there are small signs 
that the government, aid organizations and even private individuals are beginning to push back the tide of 
destruction, at least in some areas. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703292304576212490161287886.html 
 
Pentagon Defends Foreign Aid as Essential to National Security, The Hill, March 18 
Gen. David Petraeus argued against any USAID cuts at the hearing, saying foreign aid should be viewed as a 
national security expense. A central aspect of the U.S. military’s counterinsurgency strategy — which 
Petraeus wrote — is to clear and hold disputed territory, and then work with local officials to build up their 
economies and governance institutions. 
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/150621-pentagon-defends-foreign-aid-as-essential-to-
security 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Reports: 
 
The Water Security Risk Index, Maplecroft, March 22 
Extreme water security risks across the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) may lead to further increases 
in global oil prices and heightened political tensions in the future, according to a new study, which rates the 
region as having the least secure water supplies in the world. The index and map has been developed to 
enable business and investors to identify the countries where water supply will be limited or interrupted in 
the future. 
http://www.maplecroft.com/about/news/water_security.html 
 
Agriculture: Weather Dilemma for African Maize, Nature Climate Change, March 13 
The impact of climate change on food production remains uncertain, particularly in the tropics. Research that 
exploits the results of historical crop trials indicates that Africa's maize crop could be at risk of significant 
yield losses. The results indicate that under non-drought conditions 65% of the area in Africa that is under 
maize cultivation at present would experience yield losses from a uniform 1 °C warming.  
http://www.nature.com/nclimate/journal/vaop/ncurrent/full/nclimate1061.html#/references 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Lead, Other Chemicals Taint Some Urban Gardens, New York Times, March 23 
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With remnants of once-legal lead paint, leaded gasoline and other pollutants from the nation's industrial past 
tainting land in U.S. cities, soil researchers warn that the growing number of urban farmers and community 
gardeners need to test their dirt and take steps to make sure it's safe. They point to cities like Indianapolis, 
where nine out of 10 urban gardens tested by one researcher had problems with lead in the soil. 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2011/03/23/business/AP-US-Food-and-Farm-City-Soil.html 
 
India could Face Water Woes In Coming Decades, VOA News, March 21 
U.N. World Water Day is a reminder that some of the world's looming water crises are urgent and vast in 
scope.  That is especially true in South Asia, where hundreds of millions of the world's poorest residents lack 
basic water infrastructure, and where access to natural water supplies is set to become ever more 
competitive.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/UN-Reports-Shortages-of-Food-Other-Essentials-in-Libya-
118438164.html 
 
Rain Water Harvesting Improves Lives of Small Farmers, UNDP, March 21 
With less than 400 mm of rain annually, when 900-1000 mm is the average in the country, this is one of 
Tanzania’s driest region. Climate change is affecting the rain patterns and this year, like last, the traditionally 
rainy months of October and November brought no steady showers. Erosion is another serious problem that 
reduces soil fertility and crop yield. 
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2011/march/rain-water-harvesting-improves-lives-of-small-
farmers.en 
 
Beverage Industry Works to Cap Its Water Use, New York Times, March 21 
The massive quantities of water poured into the production of sodas, beers, juices and other drinks make 
beverage companies a high-visibility example of a thirsty industry, as worries about water use move up the 
global agenda. The vast majority of the water the sector consumes, though, is used not in its factories or 
bottling plants, but in the fields where ingredients like sugar, barley and tea are grown. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/22/business/energy-environment/22iht-rbog-beverage-22.html   
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Reports: 
 
Priority medicines for mothers and children 2011, World Health Organization, March 2011 
Improving maternal and child health is a global priority. An estimated 8.1 million children under the age of 
five die every year and an estimated 1000 women – most of them in developing countries – die every day due 
to complications during pregnancy or childbirth. 
http://www.who.int/medicines/publications/emp_mar2011.1/en/index.html 

SEE ALSO: UN agency releases list of medicines vital for saving mothers and children, VOA 
News, March 21 
The UN health agency released its first ever list of the most vital medicines for saving the lives of 
mothers and children, and stressed the need to ensure their availability in developing countries. The 
list of the top 30 medicines includes oxytocin, a drug used to treat severe bleeding after childbirth. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37828&Cr=&Cr1= 

 
Media Articles: 
 
Women Hold the Key to Rural Prosperity, Inter Press Service, March 24 
Not having formal title to land is a common obstacle for women seeking credit; the association solves this by 
requiring a borrower to get three guarantors, also members of the self-help group she is part of. The amount 
members may borrow is also limited by the number of shares she has purchased in the association. 
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=54978 
 
Women Entrepreneurs: Right Under the Noses of the Taliban, Fast Company, March 23 
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Your initial image of Afghanistan is probably war, Taliban, bombings, insurgency, and corruption. And you'd 
think of girls and women as victims. Think again. Think innovative, successful women entrepreneurs. Gayle 
Tzemach Lemmon discovered another reality as well: that it is commonplace for teenage girls and women to 
build successful businesses in order to support and feed their families while the men are fighting. 
http://www.fastcompany.com/1741983/women-entrepreneurs-right-under-the-noses-of-the-taliban 
 
African-American Congresswoman Leads 'Women for World Peace', VOA News, March 22 
U.S. Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson is serving her 10th term representing a Texas district that 
includes a large part of the city of Dallas. She is the first nurse to be elected to the U.S. Congress and has 
founded an initiative led by women, based on non-violent conflict resolution, called "A World of Women for 
World Peace." 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/African-American-Congresswoman-Leads-Women-for-World-
Peace-118450814.html  
 
Women Operating Farms in Greater Numbers, Observer-Dispatch, March 21 
According to the 2007 National Agricultural Census, the number of female principal farm operators rose 29 
percent between 2002 and 2007. Advancements in farm machinery also may play a role in the increased 
numbers by allowing women who previously may not have felt physically capable of farming to do it.  
http://www.uticaod.com/news/x1315189862/Women-operating-farms-in-greater-numbers   
 
How Women Farmers Could Feed More in Developing World, VOA News, March 21 
Food prices continue to rise, threatening to push more people into poverty and hunger.  Experts have been 
urging increased efforts around the world to increase agricultural productivity. Women farmers are often less 
productive than men, but there are good reasons for that, says Agnes Quisumbing, an economist with the 
International Food Policy Research Institute. She says women farmers have fewer resources than male 
farmers. 
http://www.voanews.com/learningenglish/home/world/UN-Women-Farmers-118388809.html 
 
Kenya Women's Groups Want More Female Judges, VOA News, March 21 
Women's groups in Kenya are calling for the government to appoint at least one woman to fill the country's 
top judicial positions. At the lower magistrate level, women are well represented. Nine out of 13 judges for 
Nairobi listed on the judiciary website are women. In High Court, the highest legal office that women have 
reached, the ratio is lower.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/118364979.html 
 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Japan Food Fears Prompt Import Curbs, Wall Street Journal, March 25 
More countries are stopping the import of food products from the Japanese prefectures hit by the nuclear 
crisis, but the impact on overall trade is expected to be negligible given that Japan is only a niche exporter of 
food. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has banned imports of dairy products, some vegetables and 
fruits produced around Japan's Fukushima prefecture 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704425804576220094140546886.html 

SEE ALSO: Factbox: Restrictions on Japanese Food Imports, New York Times, March 23 
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2011/03/23/world/asia/international-us-japan-food.html 
SEE ALSO: WHO says Japan’s food contamination ‘serious’, Financial Times, March 21 
The World Health Organization has begun a detailed review of the implications of relatively high 
levels of radioactive contamination identified in agricultural produce in Japan. Spinach and other 
leafy vegetables have a greater surface area which could help explain the relatively high becquerel 
counts compared with the measurements in other produce. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d0c15388-53ca-11e0-a01c-00144feab49a.html#axzz1HWnDTtGZ 

http://www.fastcompany.com/1741983/women-entrepreneurs-right-under-the-noses-of-the-taliban
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/African-American-Congresswoman-Leads-Women-for-World-Peace-118450814.html
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/usa/African-American-Congresswoman-Leads-Women-for-World-Peace-118450814.html
http://www.uticaod.com/news/x1315189862/Women-operating-farms-in-greater-numbers
http://www.voanews.com/learningenglish/home/world/UN-Women-Farmers-118388809.html
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/118364979.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704425804576220094140546886.html
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2011/03/23/world/asia/international-us-japan-food.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d0c15388-53ca-11e0-a01c-00144feab49a.html#axzz1HWnDTtGZ


 
China Corn Imports to Hit 15-year peak, Financial Times, March 24 
The analysts project that China will import 2.5m tonnes of corn in the crop year that begins in September, 
making its third significant international purchase in three years. If the projection is confirmed, the imports 
will be hitting the third-highest level in 50 years. Many analysts said China, whose middle class is consuming 
more meat, will need to turn to foreign corn suppliers to feed livestock. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/ada11884-5640-11e0-82aa-00144feab49a.html#axzz1HWnDTtGZ 

SEE ALSO: China Sees Food Need Rising, Wall Street Journal, March 25  
China's government has long emphasized the need to produce enough grain to meet almost all the 
demands of its huge population, to avoid becoming dependent on foreign suppliers. In recent 
decades, it has dropped the self-sufficiency goal for some crops. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703784004576220291166000526.html  

 
Raising Government Revenue in Africa: A Road out of Poverty, Opinion, Mark Plant, Deputy Director, 
African Department, International Monetary Fund, Business Day, March 24 
Governments in Africa have a prime objective to reduce poverty. To improve living standards and create jobs, 
they need to provide their citizens with better health care, better education, more infrastructure. All this costs 
money. How to pay for this—in a way that is both fair and efficient—is a question that all governments face. 
There are two pieces to this puzzle: improving revenue administration; and better tax policy. 
http://www.businessdayonline.com/NG/index.php/analysis/commentary/19422-raising-government-
revenue-in-africa-a-road-out-of-poverty 
 
Continuing Turmoil in the Middle East Reflects Global Anxiety Over Wheat Production, New York Times, 
March 24 
Egypt is the largest importer of wheat in the world, with Algeria not far behind. Together, they import more of 
the grain than all of South America. Wheat production is predicted to rise by 3.4 percent this year, according 
to FAO, as strong prices encouraged farmers to plant more of the crop. High international prices mean poor 
countries will still be emptying their pockets for wheat, even if they are producing more and importing less. 
http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2011/03/24/24climatewire-continuing-turmoil-in-the-middle-east-
reflects-293.html 
 
Korea strives for Agricultural Security, Korea Herald, March 24 
Alarmed over a surge in global food inflation, Korea is ratcheting up its efforts to safeguard against price 
volatility and secure a stable supply. The government has recently advanced its plan to operate a grain 
trading firm in Chicago for direct importation and is expediting work to expand domestic grain stocks and 
boost investment in overseas farmland. 
http://www.koreaherald.com/business/Detail.jsp?newsMLId=20110324000671 
 
Sec. Vilsack: Why Investing in Rural America matters, Agri-Pulse, March 23 
Voicing his signature “importance of rural America” message, Vilsack said “My life, my family's life depends to 
a large part on the capacity of rural America to be successful.” He said the country as a whole needs to 
understand the importance of investing in rural America – as in the case of the $4 billion in new federal funds 
“to advance telecommunications opportunities in rural America.” He said this $4 billion in stimulus money is 
“an investment that's important not just for the folks in rural America, but for all of us. 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Vilsack_Touts_Rural_Investment_20110323H.asp  
 
U.S. warns against actions that would fuel price pressures, Des Moines Register, March 23 
The Obama administration is trying to dissuade other countries from imposing export bans and other 
measures that were blamed for fueling food price spikes in 2008. Export bans worsen food shortages in part 
by discouraging farmers in countries that imposed them from increasing production. The administration is 
instead pushing developing countries to consider subsidy programs that will increase food supplies. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110324/BUSINESS01/103240334/1001/  
 
Saudi Billionaire's Company will Invest $2.5 Billion in Ethiopia Rice Farm, Bloomberg, March 23 
Saudi Star Agricultural Development Plc said it plans to invest $2.5 billion by 2020 developing a rice-farming 
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project in Ethiopia. The company leased 10,000 hectares in Ethiopia’s western Gambella region for 60 years 
at a cost of 158 birr per hectare annually.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-03-23/saudi-billionaire-s-company-will-invest-2-5-billion-in-
ethiopia-rice-farm.html 
 
Hopeful Message About the World’s Poorest, New York Times, March 23 
In the aftermath of the global recession, with rich countries growing slowly, poor countries struggling with 
high food prices, and Japan coping with a genuine disaster, it is easy to focus on the world’s economic 
problems. Those problems are real, and most governments are not doing enough to respond to them. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/23/business/economy/23leonhardt.html  
 
Russian Agriculture Requires a Leap of Faith, Wall Street Journal, March 23 
Capitalists are coming to Russia's once-collectivized agricultural sector. Already-sizable private companies 
are looking to Western markets for equity capital to fund ambitious expansion plan. A plausible growth story 
for the Russian agriculture sector exists. But high debt levels, unproven management teams and climatic 
vagaries leave plenty of room for doubt. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704461304576216310251152724.html 
 
Wheat Demand in Japan Not Hurt by Earthquake, Bloomberg, March 23 
Japan, Asia’s second-largest wheat importer, is set to increase milling-wheat purchases by 21 percent this 
fiscal year as demand wasn’t hurt by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. The volume of milling-wheat 
purchases will increase to 5.16 million metric tons in the year ending March 31, from last year’s 4.26 million 
tons, said Shirara Shiokawa, grain trade director at the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-03-23/wheat-demand-in-japan-not-hurt-by-earthquake-
agriculture-ministry-says.html 
 
Senators urge China to Reduce Trade Barriers for US products, The Hill, March 22 
Several senators on Tuesday urged China to reduce trade barriers for agricultural products that could lead to 
upward of $5.2 billion in U.S. agricultural exports to China. U.S. International Trade Commission report found 
that Chinese government support for the agriculture sector boosts the competitiveness of Chinese 
agricultural products relative to U.S. products, putting restrictions on exports including pork, beef and corn. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/1005-trade/151301-senators-urge-china-to-reduce-trade-barriers-
for-us-products 
 
Interview: E&Y's Adrian Macartney Talks Of African Ventures, Wall Street Journal, March 21 
The bulk of the money entering Africa, until recently, was through aid programmes. Now companies from 
across the globe want to tap the continent's rich resources and untapped consumer potential. The gross 
domestic product per household across Africa has more than doubled in the last 15 years. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704164204576203690223192026.html 
 
Microfinance Under Fire, Opinion, David Bornstein, New York Times, March 21 
Both the bank and Yunus, have come under attack by the government of Bangladesh and its prime minister, 
Sheikh Hasina Wazed. It has taken 35 years of painstaking effort to build Grameen into a world-class 
institution that serves millions of poor people. That progress could be lost if the country’s leaders fail to 
appreciate what makes the Grameen Bank work. 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/21/microfinance-under-fire/?hp  
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Coca-Cola Helps Improve Lives of African Women and Girls, Business Wire, March 22 
The Coca-Cola Company and The Coca-Cola Africa Foundation announced that $6 million will be dedicated to 
water and sanitation partnerships aimed at improving the lives of an estimated 250,000 women and girls on 
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the African continent. Through RAIN, which will provide at least 2 million people with access to safe drinking 
water and sanitation by 2015, The contribution will have an impact on women and girls in African countries. 
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20110322006247/en/Coca-Cola-Helps-Improve-Lives-African-
Women-Girls 
 
Monsanto's Modified Alfalfa faces Another Suit, St. Louis Today, March 19 
The Center for Food Safety, a group critical of genetically modified crops, sued federal regulators, alleging the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's recent approval of genetically modified alfalfa was illegal. The alfalfa, 
developed by Creve Couer-based Monsanto, is engineered to withstand applications of the herbicide 
Roundup, which kills weeds but not the crop. 
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/article_0b3d5048-6bbe-51df-bafe-ae0052a4e2ef.html 
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