
 
 

 
 
March 12th – 19th, 2010 
 
Quote of the Week: “Our global food security program, which I previewed here at the United Nations last 
September, is a $3.5 billion commitment to strengthen the world’s food supply, so farmers can earn enough to 
support their families and food can be available more broadly. And women are integral to this mission. Most of 
the world’s food is grown, harvested, stored, and prepared by women, often in extremely difficult conditions... 
Giving these women the tools and the training to grow more food and the opportunity to get that food to a 
market where it can be sold will have a transformative impact on their lives and it will grow the economies of so 
many countries.” ɀ Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Remarks at the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women, March 12 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thoughtȟ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here.   
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here.  
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KEY ARTICLES 
 
Africa Rising, Economist, March 12 
The global recession was slow to reach Africa, but the continent did suffer from dampened demand for its 
commodities exports and from shrunken venture-capital funds. Economies of countries south of the Sahara 
together grew by less than 2% in 2009. But recovery is coming sooner than expected. Sub-Saharan Africa's 
economy is forecast to grow overall by 4.5% this year, in part because of the economic recovery in Asia. This 
is still slower than the 6% that many development economists reckon is the minimum to enable countries 
with rapidly increasing populations just to stand still. 
http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15695325  
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Agriculture: A Growing Investment, Financial Times, March 14 
In spite of its central importance to society, agriculture is a sector that has long been misunderstood or 
ÉÇÎÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÏÒÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÓÅÔ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ 7ÉÔÈ χπ ÐÅÒ ÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÆÒÅÓÈ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
consumption being used for agriculture and more than 200bn tonnes of fertiliser used a year ɀ causing about 
2 per cent of CO2 emissions and creating land and water pollution ɀ there is great potential to reduce the 
amount of water and fertiliser used in cultivation through more precise agricultural practices, and a number 
of companies have emerged in these areas. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/e656b546-2e08-11df-b85c-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Africa Development Indicators 2010, World Bank, March 2010 
Africa Development Indicators (ADI) is the flagship report of the World Bank's Africa Region. It is the most 
detailed collection of data on Africa, containing over 1,600 indicators, covering 53 African countries and 
spanning the period 1961 to 2008. The report includes an annual essay drawing on ADI indicators. This year, 
the focus is "quiet corruption". This essay further shows how quiet corruption manifests itself differently 
according to the nature of service delivery. It focuses on four key sectors (education, health care, agriculture, 
and the private sector) whose progress and success are crucial for poverty eradication and more generally 
achieving the MDGs. 
http://go.worldbank.org/RGRGCTXY80  

See Also: An Essay Drawn from Africa Development Indicators 2010, World Bank, March 2010 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/AFRICAEXT/Resources/english_essay_adi2010.pdf  
See Also: “Quiet Corruption” Undermining Development in Africa, World Bank, March 15 
http://go.worldbank.org/UJUXG9YIE0  
See Also: World Bank Report Claims 'Quiet Corruption' in Africa, Voice of America, March 16 
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/World-Bank-Report-Claims-Quiet-Corruption-in-
Africa-87800482.html  
 

Remarks with Irish Foreign Minister Michael Martin, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, March 16 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Ȱ) ÁÍ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÃÏÍÉng Millennium Development Goals 
summit in September around the time of the United Nations General Assembly. The United States and Ireland 
have agreed to co-host a sidelines event highlighting global hunger, food security, and nutrition. I want to 
commend Ireland for its commitment to devoting 20 percent of its assistance budget to meet the urgent 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÈÕÎÇÅÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÃÁÕÓÅ ÆÏÒ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȢȱ 
FOREIGN MINISTER MARTIN: Ȱ7ÅȭÒÅ Öery pleased to be co-hosting that meeting in New York next 
September on hunger and nutrition, and we again appreciate the opportunity to do that with you. And I know 
our officials who work on that in the coming weeks to put flesh on that and to ensure a substantive meeting 
that can add value to the countries that we are assisting, particularly in terms of food, crop production, and 
ÅÎÈÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÌÁÎÄÈÏÌÄÅÒÓ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ×ÈÏ ÄÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÌÐȢȱ 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/03/138424.htm  

See Also: Keynote Address at the National Gala of the American Ireland Fund, Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, March 16 
 Ȱ!ÎÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 4ÁÏÉÓÅÁÃÈ ÓÁÉÄ ×ÈÅÎ he made his remarks before dinner, Ireland has made a significant 
contribution toward solving another urgent global challenge: hunger and food insecurity. And as the 
Irish know from your own history, the failure of an agricultural system can crumble an economy and 
cause terrible human suffering. And with the decision made by an Irish Government in the midst of 
these challenging economic times to commit 20 percent of its assistance budget toward ending global 
hunger, Ireland has taken a leading role at a critical time. The United States has made food security a 
ËÅÙ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÁÎÙ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ *ÉÍ -Ã'ÏÖÅÒÎ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ÕÐ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
the first day that I became Secretary of State and said we must make hunger and food security a 
prioriÔÙ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȱ 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/03/138441.htm  

 
Lugar Calls for Broad Development Objectives, U.S. Senator Richard Lugar, Global Harvest Initiative 
Symposium at the National Press Club, March 17 
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Ȱ)Ô ×ÏÎȭÔ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ×Å ÐÒÏÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ 
pass the Lugar-Casey Global Food Security Act. Its main aim, of course, is to get the United States government 
to recognize that fighting hunger and promoting agricultural development is a major national priority. It has 
been passed out of the Foreign Relations Committee and when Secretary of State Clinton testified before us 
last month, it was clear that there is a strong convergence between Lugar-Casey and her Global Hunger and 
Food Security Initiative. Based on that and discussions among our staffs, I believe we have an opportunity in 
the coming months to achieve something close to a consensus and pass a global food bill that would have 
ÍÁÊÏÒ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÆÏÒ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙȢȱ 
http://lugar.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=323149&&  
 
Impatience, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow, Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council on Global 
Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, March 4 
We have to get moving.  With the government and philanthropists and corporations and grassroots 
organizations all bringing a focus on reducing hunger through agriculture development, we have arrived at a 
moment of great opportunity.  Or, rather, potential opportunity.  Congress needs to act, to support the lead of 
the administration. And we all need to crank up our impatience to bring the concerted action to the farms, 
particularly the small farms of Africa, that will generate the momentum and the optimism that this can be the 
singular achievement of our generation. 
 http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2010/03/roger-thurow-outrage-inspire-
impatience.html  

See Also: Roger Thurow’s Impatience, ONE, March 17 
http://one.org/blog/2010/03/17/roger-thurows-impatience/  
See Also: Impatient Optimists, Bread for the World, March 17 
http://www.breadblog.org/2010/03/impatience.html 

 
Report of the CSIS Commission on Smart Global Health Policy, Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, March 2010 
As the United States applies smart power to advance U.S. interests around the world, it is time to leverage the 
essential role that U.S. global health policy can play. This report marks the culmination of nine months of 
deliberation by the Commission ɂ a group formed to develop actionable recommendations for a long-term 
U.S. strategic approach to global health. 
http://csis.org/files/publication/100318_Fallon_SmartGlobalHealth.pdf  
 
Global Food Security Depends on Modern Agriculture, Press Release, Global Harvest Initiative, March 17 
Studies released at a symposium today in Washington, D.C. underscored the wide range of benefits modern 
agriculture has provided to society and emphasized the importance of continued innovation and new 
technologies to meeting growing global food, feed, fiber and industrial needs. Research presented by a 
diverse group of experts in agriculture, economics, conservation and food security detailed how technological 
advancements employed on farms and across the food chain have provided an abundant, safe, affordable food 
supply while fostering economic development by enabling fewer and fewer people to produce the food 
required by society. 
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/global-food-security-depends-on-modern-agriculture-
88211012.html  
 
There’s a Famine in Chad, Op-Ed, Mia Farrow, Wall Street Journal, March 16 
But the rainfall last year was barely a third of what it once was and the sands of the Sahel have been moving 
relentlessly over the parched Kanem region. With drought came the failure of the crops. The food stocks are 
gone. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703909804575124083152480128.html  

See Also: Severe Food Shortage Threatens Millions in West Africa, Voice of America, March 18 
Oxfam says 10 million people across the Sahel region in West Africa, particularly in Niger and Chad, 
are facing severe food shortages. Oxfam is urging developed countries to take rapid action in the face 
of what it called an "unfolding disaster" in the Sahel, namely severe food shortages in coming months 
caused by irregular rains in 2009. 
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http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Severe-Food-Shortage-Threatens-Millions-West-
Africa-.html  

 
Congress Can Stretch Aid with U.S. Investments, Op-Ed, Sheila Nix, Roll Call, March 18 
So while foreign assistance is a very small proportion of the overall budget, its effectiveness is both 
measurable and priceless. These investments are helping shape a world where no one dies from malaria, no 
more children are born with HIV and families are able to feed themselves and others through the use of 
sustainable agriculture techniques. But this future reality is possible only with continued strong support from 
the United States. 
http://www.rollcall.com/issues/55_106/ma_congressional_relations/44309-1.html?type=printer_friendly   
 
Food Crisis Far from Over, Carnegie Endowment, March 2010 
The global food crisis is not over. International food prices remain high despite their collapse from their 2008 
peaks. Aggravating the food security problem of the poor, staple food prices in developing countries have 
actually continued to increase in recent months. Many of the structural factors that drove prices up during the 
food crisis are still at play and could lead to another spike in the near future.  
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=40361   
 
UN Chief Recommends Tony Lake to Head UNICEF, Associated Press, March 16 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon selected U.S. foreign policy expert Tony Lake, who was an adviser to 
President Barack Obama, as his candidate to head UNICEF, the U.N. children's agency. UNICEF's board must 
approve the selection, and is expected to do so. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100316/ap_on_re_us/un_un_unicef_director  
  
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
U.S. Investing in Development, Editorial reflecting the views of the United States Government, Voice of 
America, March 19 
One stated goal of U.S. assistance is to save lives and enhance livelihoods by improving global health, feeding 
the hungry, working to mitigate climate change and providing humanitarian aid.  But it also means helping 
vulnerable people avoid sliding into extreme poverty, giving them the tools they need to help themselves; 
tools such as basic education for children, training in effective agricultural or animal husbandry practices, 
building the capacity of countries to meet basic needs of their citizens. 
http://www1.voanews.com/policy/editorials/US-Investing-In-Development-87714587.html  
 
U.S. and China Agree on Reopening Chinese Pork Market to U.S., Office of the U.S. Trade Representative, 
March 19 
The United States and China have reached an agreement to reopen the Chinese market to U.S. pork and pork 
products, U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced. 
http://www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/press-releases/2010/march/us-and-china-agree-reopening-
chinese-pork-market-us   
 
United States and India Sign Framework for Cooperation on Trade and Investment, U.S. Trade 
Representative, March 18 
U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk and Indian Minister of Commerce and Industry Anand Sharma signed a 
"Framework for Cooperation on Trade and Investment." This agreement strengthens bilateral cooperation 
and seeks to build on recent rapid growth in U.S.-India trade, which has more than doubled over the past five 
ÙÅÁÒÓȢ Ȱ7Å ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÂÙ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌÓ ÓÅÔ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË 
agreement, such as developing and enforcing policies that encourage technological innovation, increasing 
agriculture, ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÁÌ ÇÏÏÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÆÌÏ×Óȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ +ÉÒËȢ 
http://www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/press-releases/2010/march/united-states-and-india-sign-
framework-cooperation-t  

See Also: Framework for Cooperation on Trade and Investment, Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative, March 17 
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 http://www.ustr.gov/webfm_send/1724  
 
USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah Outline Priorities, Role for Business, Seattle Times, March 17 
Problems over food aid, procurement and trade policy have been some of the agency's biggest challenges. 
Last week Haitian President Rene Preval said Haiti needs help with job creation and less donated food, which 
can undermine local producers. Shah said USAID was able to source the first 6,500 metric tons of rice for 
emergency aid to Haiti from local producers. "It just created a mindset that these are capable resilient 
communities and we need to respect and work with them," he said. 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-
bin/PrintStory.pl?document_id=2011367221&zsection_id=2008812014&slug=&date=20100317  
 
Vilsack to Promote U.S. Agricultural Exports While on Trip to Japan, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
March 16 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack will be in Japan April 5 thru 9 to promote U.S. agricultural exports, as part 
of President Obama's efforts to expand U.S. exports. While he is in Japan, Vilsack will meet with Japanese 
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Hirotaka Akamatsu, as well as U.S. exporters and Japanese 
importers. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1RD?printable=true&contentidonly=true&contentid=
2010/03/0132.xml   

See Also: Grassley Urges Japan to Address Trade Barriers to U.S. Beef and Gelatin; Insurance, 
Banking, and Express Delivery Services, Office of Senator Chuck Grassley, March 16 
http://grassley.senate.gov/news/Article.cfm?customel_dataPageID_1502=25765  

 
Remarks by United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk at the National League of Cities, U.S. Trade 
Representative, March 16 
"But that's not to say smaller communities aren't benefitting from trade as well. In fact, trade is the lifeblood 
of many rural towns and communities. One-quarter of American agricultural production is sold abroad, and 
more than 900,000 American jobs are supporÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÅØÐÏÒÔÓȢȱ 
http://www.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/speeches/transcripts/2010/march/remarks-united-states-
trade-representative-ro-1  
 
Statement for the Record Before the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs  
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, United States House of Representatives, James 
Bever, Director, USAID Afghanistan Pakistan Task Force, March 16  
 Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎ ÉÎ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙͻÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ 
infrastructure needs, with an initial focus on energy and agriculture (hydroelectric power, irrigation and cold 
storage), to help Pakistan recover from its energy and agriculture-related water crises and lay the foundation 
for increased economic growth and opportunity. USAID will continue to support livelihoods programs that 
will generate increased incomes, provide employment opportunities, build critical infrastructure, increase 
agricultural productivity, and an improved asset base for conflict-ÁÆÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2010/ty100316.html  
 
Senators Chambliss and Roberts Send Letter to President Opposing Cuts to Agriculture Budget, Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, March 16 
U.S. Senator Saxby Chambliss (R-GA), Ranking Member of the Senate Agriculture Committee, and U.S. Senator 
Pat Roberts (R-KS), a senior member of the Committee, announced they sent a letter to the President 
opposing budget cuts to farm programs in a tough economy. 
http://216.40.253.202/~usscanf/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2021&Itemid=71  
 
EPA Studying Own Carbon-Trading System, Official Says, Bloomberg, March 15 
The Obama administration is considering a carbon-trading system under ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÌÁ× ÉÆ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÐÁÓÓ 
cap-and-trade legislation that allows companies to buy and sell the right to pollute, a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency official said today. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=ammjHfzRpc9I  
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Agriculture Secretary Vilsack to NFU: Properly Designed Climate Change Legislation Will Avoid 
Unintended Consequences and Benefit America's Farmers, Ranchers, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
March 15 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack discussed how properly structured climate change and energy legislation 
will benefit America's farmers and ranchers in a speech at the National Farmers Union 2010 convention in 
Rapid City, S.D. USDA also released a memo looking at assumptions in the FASOM model - developed by 
researchers at Texas A & M University that the Environmental Protection Agency - to study the impacts of 
climate legislation. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1RD?printable=true&contentidonly=true&contentid=
2010/03/0131.xml   

See Also: Status of Analysis of Offset Provisions of Climate Change Legislation, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 
http://www.usda.gov/documents/Dr._Glauber_memo_to_Sec_Vilsack.pdf  

 
U.S. Policy in Somalia, Ambassador Johnnie Carson, Assistant Secretary Bureau of African Affairs and Ertharin 
Cousin, Ambassador to the UN Mission in Rome, March 12 
#ÏÕÓÉÎȡ Ȱ)Î $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ςππωȟ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ &ÏÏÄ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ Á ÂÒÉÅÆÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ɀ its Somalia program to 
the World Food Program executive board. After the December board meeting, WFP did take internal 
measures to address the concerns raised in this internal report. Some of the same types of allegations were 
ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÍÁÌÉÁ -ÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ 'ÒÏÕÐȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȢ 3Ï ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚed that 
regardless of the process mandated by the SMG, the board has a responsibility for oversight and governance 
of the WFP operations. Consensus was reached by the board to ensure that all practices of the WFP in ɀ WFP 
team in Somalia are in line with tÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÃÅÄÕÒÅÓȢȱ 
http://www.state.gov/p/af/rls/rm/2010/138314.htm  

See Also: Diversions of Food Aid Somalia, Letter to the Editor, Josette Sheeran, Executive Director, 
United Nations World Food Program, New York Times, March 12 
In light of new concerns, we will suspend new work with the three transport contractors named in 
the report. This is not without consequence. Food deliveries for the hungry may be jeopardized. Staff 
may face even greater security risks given allegations hanging unanswered in the public sphere. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/13/opinion/lweb13somalia.html  
See Also: Somalia Food Aid Diversion, Overseas Development Institute Blog, March 15 
http://blogs.odi.org.uk/blogs/main/archive/2010/03/15/somalia_food_aid_diversion.aspx  

 
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack Announces Availability of Funding to Promote Rural Biofuel and 
Bioenergy Production, U.S. Department of Agriculture, March 12 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 funding is available again through 
three USDA programs to promote increased production of biofuel and bioenergy. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1RD?printable=true&contentidonly=true&contentid=
2010/03/0127.xml   
 
The President Donates Nobel Prize Money to Charity, White House, March 11 
President Obama announced the charities that will receive a portion of the $1.4 million award that comes 
with the Nobel peace prize. AfriCare, which received $100,000, has more projects in Africa than any other U.S. 
based charity, with programs addressing needs in three principal areas: health and HIV/AIDS; food security 
and agriculture; and water resource development. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/president-donates-nobel-prize-money-charity 

                 
Investing in Results: Annual Report 2009, Millennium Challenge Corporation, March 2010 
 Ȱ.ÅÁÒÌÙ ΑσȢχ ÂÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÏÆ -##ȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÏÖÅÒ Αχ ÂÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ sustainable, 
marketbased advancements in food security. Through a diverse portfolio of investments, MCC supports all 
aspects of the food production and distribution system. This includes transferring agricultural technology, 
securing land rights and access to rural finance, increasing access to sufficient and clean water, and building 
rural roads and other farmto- market infrastructure, like dry- and cold-ÓÔÏÒÁÇÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ 
http://www.mcc.gov/mcc/bm.doc/2010-001-0020-07-annual-report-web-distribution.pdf  
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See Also: MCC 2009 Annual Report Details Agency’s Achievements, Millennium Challenge 
Corporation, March 17 
http://www.mcc.gov/mcc/press/releases/release-031710-mccreleases2009.shtml  

 
Raj Shah Testifies: He Has the Responsibility; Needs More Authorities, Center for Global Development, 
March 9 
3ÈÁÈȭÓ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ !ÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÉÏÎÓ 3ÕÂÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 
on &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÁÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÏÎ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅȢ )Ô ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÏÕÔÌÉÎÅ ÁÓ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ #ÌÉÎÔÏÎȭÓ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙ 
highlighting three priorities: frontline states (Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan); meeting urgent global 
challenges (global health, food security, climate change, humanitarian assistance); and the right people, tools, 
and focus on results. Perhaps more interesting is how closely the principles Shah outlined in his testimony 
mirrored five of the six principles Secretary Clinton set out in her development speech at CGD. 
http://blogs.cgdev.org/mca-monitor/2010/03/raj-shah-testifies-he-has-the-responsibility-needs-more-
authorities.php 
 
The Joint Operating Environment, United States Joint Forces Command, February 18 
How quickly the world reacts to temporary food shortages inflicted by natural disasters will also pose 
challenges. In such cases, the Joint Force may find itself involved in providing lift, logistics, and occasionally 
security to those charged with relief operations. There are reports of a new aggressive strain of this disease 
(Ug99) spreading across Africa and possibly reaching Pakistan. Blights threatening basic food crops such as 
potatoes and corn would have destabilizing effects on nations close to the subsistence level. Food crises have 
led in the past to famine, internal and external conflicts, the collapse of governing authority, migrations, and 
social disorder. In such cases, many people in the crisis zone may be well-armed and dangerous, making the 
task of the Joint Force in providing relief that much more difficult. 
http://smallwarsjournal.com/documents/joe2010.pdf  
 
FOR MORE SUMMARIES OF AND LINKS TO U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND RESOURCES ON ISSUES 
RELATED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD SYSTEMS, AND FOOD SECURITY, PLEASE 
VISIT OUR AG &  FOOD POLICY LIBRARY 
 
 
NEW REPORTS/POLICY BRIEFS/BOOKS 
 
Preliminary Study of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on Discrimination in the Context 
of the Right to Food, United Nations Human Rights Council, February 2010 
In its resolution 10/12, the Human Rights Council requested the Advisory Committee to undertake a study on 
discrimination in the context of the right to food, including identification of good practices of anti-
discriminatory policies and strategies, and to report on it to the thirteenth session of the Council. The right to 
food is a human right that protects the right of all human beings to live in dignity, free from hunger. 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A-HRC-13-32.pdf  

See Also: The Road Towards a Declaration on Peasants’ Rights in the framework of the Right 
to Food, U.N. Non-Governmental Liaison Service, March 18 
On 16 March, the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee presented a Preliminary study on 
discrimination in the context of the right to food (A/HRC/13/32) to the Human Rights Council. 
The right to food is "the right to have regular, permanent and unrestricted access, either directly or 
by means of financial purchases, to quantitatively and qualitatively adequate and sufficient food 
corresponding to the cultural traditions of the people to which the consumer belongs, and which 
ensures a physical and mental, individual and collective, fulfilling and dignified life free of fear" 
(A/HRC/7/5, par. 17). 
http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?article2272  

 
Cash on Delivery: A New Approach to Foreign Aid, Center for Global Development, March 16 
Foreign aid has no shortage of critics. Some argue that it undermines development and inherently does more 
harm than good; others insist that aid must be seriously reformed to work properly. Cash on Delivery (COD) 
Aid proposes serious reform to make aid work well by forcing accountability, aligning the objectives of 
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funders and recipients, and sharing information about what works. 
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1423949/  
Chapter 1: Buying things versus buying development 
Chapter 2: A solution: Cash on Delivery Aid 

See Also: A Different Kind of Aid: Hand Out Money, New York Times, March 15 
In central Vietnam, the aid organization Oxfam Great Britain did something unusual in the world of 
international development: it gave poor people money.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/15/opinion/15iht-edwhaley.html?pagewanted=print   

 
An Overview of the Food Security Situation in Eastern Africa, United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa, March 2010 
This report presents the preliminary findings of a study commissioned by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA) Sub-Regional Office for Eastern Africa (SRO-%!Ɋȟ ÏÎ Ȱ3ÔÏÃËÔÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ &ÏÏÄ 
Security-ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ×ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔÌÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ 
assessment of food security related initiatives, plans and strategies developed and implemented by the 
RECs/IGOs within the SRO-EA mandate area and also partly to describe the status of food security in six 
countries that will be included in the SRO-EA Pilot Programme on Food Security in Eastern Africa. 
http://uneca.org/eca_programmes/srdc/ea/meetings/srcm2010/Food%20Security%20OVERVIEW.pdf  

See Also: 20 Million People in East Africa Are Food Insecure, All Africa, March 15 
A study has revealed that 20 million people from East African are affected by food insecurity. This 
calls for the alignment of the region's policies and strategies as well as formulation of common 
positions and voice on the matter.  
http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/201003160094.html   
See Also: Intergovernmental Committee Meeting Focuses on E. Africa Food Security, Henry J. 
Kaiser Family Foundation, March 16 
Experts meeting at the 14th Intergovernmental Committee meeting in Kigali, Rwanda, which kicked 
off on Sunday, are focusing on food security in East Africa, where FAO says 20 million people are 
vulnerable, the New Times/allAfrica.com reports. The U.N. Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) 
sub-regional office, East Africa, also says the region is the most affected by food insecurity on the 
continent, according to the publication. 
http://globalhealth.kff.org/Daily-Reports/2010/March/16/GH-031610-Food-Security.aspx  
See Also: In Brief: A Regional Take on Food Security, IRIN Africa, March 19 
Organizations should identify food and nutrition interventions that had worked in the region and 
scale them up. They should promote regional trade and cooperation to boost food production and 
flow across borders, and develop risk management interventions to help countries cope with climate 
change. The study includes a review of food security initiatives in the region. 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=88490  
 

Progress on Sanitation and Drinking-Water 2010 Update, World Health Organisation and UNICEF, March 
2010 
The latest report of the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme on Water Supply and Sanitation entitled 
"Progress on sanitation and drinking-water ɀ 2010 Update" provides the most recent data for drinking-water 
and sanitation, along with the implications and trends these new data reveal for reaching the basic sanitation 
and safe drinking-water MDG target. With the MDG target date of 2015 only five years away, it is time to 
intensify efforts towards achieving the MDG target and addressing the glaring disparities worldwide. 
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9789241563956_eng_full_text.pdf  

See Also: Time to Talk Dirty, Guardian, March 15 
At last a piece of good news in the slow, uphill struggle for a better world - I mean, of course, our 
painful progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. On water, we are almost there! A 
report from the joint monitoring programme set up by the World Health Organisation and Unicef 
says "the world is on track to meet or even exceed the drinking-water target". 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/sarah-boseley-global-health/2010/mar/15/water-
international-aid-and-development/print 
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Sustainable Management of Water Resources in Agriculture, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, March 2010 
Agriculture is the major user of water in most countries. It also faces the enormous challenge of producing 
almost 50% more food by 2030 and doubling production by 2050. This will likely need to be achieved with 
less water, mainly because of growing pressures from urbanisation, industrialisation and climate change. This 
report calls on policy makers to recognise the complexity and diversity of water resource management in 
agriculture. It shows the trends and outlook for water use, examines the policy experiences of OECD countries 
in managing their resources - and makes concrete recommendations on what countries should be doing and 
why. 
http://www.oecd.org/documentprint/0,3455,en_2649_37465_44753399_1_1_1_1,00.html  
  
Effects of US Maize Ethanol on Global Land Use and Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Estimating Market-
Mediated Responses, Bioscience, March 2010 
Releases of greenhouse gases (GHG) from indirect land-use change triggered by crop-based biofuels have 
taken center stage in the debate over the role of biofuels in climate policy and energy security. This article 
analyzes these releases for maize ethanol produced in the United States. 
http://www.aibs.org/bioscience-press-releases/resources/Hertel.pdf  

See Also: Study: Corn Ethanol an ‘Unattractive Compliance Option’ for Carbon Mandates, New 
York Times, March 15 
http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2010/03/15/15greenwire-study-corn-ethanol-an-unattractive-
compliance-19757.html  

 
Women, Business, and the Law, World Bank, March 2010 
Women, Business and the Law presents indicators based on laws and regulations affecting women's prospects 
as entrepreneurs and employees. Several of these indicators draw on the Gender Law Library, a collection of 
over 2,000 legal provisions impacting women's economic status. Both resources can inform research and 
ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓȢ 
http://wbl.worldbank.org/documents/Women-Business-Law.pdf  

See Also: Unequal Rules for Women Entrepreneurs and Workers Across the World, New 
Report Finds, International Finance Corporation, March 17 
Only 20 of 128 economies have equal legal rights for men and women in several important areas for 
entrepreneurs and workers, according to a new World Bank Group report, Women, Business and the 
Law 2010. Inequality occurs across all regions and income levels. But many economies have been 
legislating to reduce these inequalities. 
http://go.worldbank.org/MZKYV6UY30  

 
People, Pathogens, and Our Planet, World Bank, March 2010 
Emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases that have the potential to become pandemic occur with 
alarming regularity, and a substantial majority of these are zoonotic in originɂthat is, transmissible from 
animals to humans. Developing preparedness through effective surveillance and control systems has been 
complicated for a number of reasons, not the least of which have been the difficulties of establishing reliable 
communications and consultation between public health and veterinary health agencies. 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/PPP_Web.pdf  
 
Turning Crisis into Opportunity for Children Affected by HIV and AIDS: Responding to the Financial, 
Fuel, and Food Crises, Overseas Development Institute, March 2010 
There has been no comprehensive review of the impacts of the financial, fuel and food crises on children and 
caregivers affected by HIV and AIDS. This is critical, given that the mortality rate among infected children is 
disproportionate to that faced by adults, and that relatively fewer children have access to necessary 
antiretroviral therapy (ART). 
http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/4637.pdf    

 
North Korea Under Tightening Sanctions, International Crisis Group, March 15 
International sanctions have reduced foreign exchange earnings, while humanitarian assistance, which feeds 
millions of North Koreans, has declined due to political factors and donor fatigue. In addition to sanctions, 
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Pyongyang has been dealing with the internal pressures of a disastrous currency reform as well as a chronic 
ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÅÒÉÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÏÄ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÇÇÒÅÇÁÔÅ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á ÔÏÌÌ ÏÎ .ÏÒÔÈ +ÏÒÅÁȭÓ 
human security and could have a number of unanticipated consequences for regional and international 
security. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/asia/north_korea/b101_north_korea_under_tightening_sanc
tions.pdf  

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
Global Harvest Initiative 2010 Symposium 
Date: March 17th, 2010 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
The Global Harvest Initiative has commissioned a four-part study to provide additional perspective on the 
difficulty of the agricultural challenges ahead, as well as the global consequences of not closing the 
productivity gap. This work will be presented by the authors at a symposium on Wednesday, March 17, 2010 
in Washington, D.C. 
http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/events.php  
 
Fostering Growth and Reducing Poverty and Hunger in Asia and Latin America 
Date: March 22nd - March 24th, 2010  
Location: Swissotel, Lima, Peru 
http://www.ifpri.org/event/fostering-growth-and-reducing-poverty-and-hunger-asia-and-latin-america  
 
Africa Rice Congress 2010 
Date: March 22nd ɀ 26th, 2010 
Location: Bamako, Mali 
!ÆÒÉÃÁ 2ÉÃÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ςπρπ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÔÈÅÍÅȡ Ȭ)ÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÒÉÃÅ 
ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌȭȢ 4ÈÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉc and private sector, civil society 
organizations, farmer associations and research and extension communities engaged in the development of 
!ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÒÉÃÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒȢ 
htp://www.africarice.org/AfricaRiceCongress2010/index.html 
 
Ending World Hunger: What Can the U.S. Do? 
Date: March 23rd 
Location: B-338 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
The World Health Organization estimates that one-third of the world is well-fed, one-third is under-fed, and 
one-ÔÈÉÒÄ ÉÓ ÓÔÁÒÖÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ 53$! ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ /ÂÁÍÁ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÏÏÄ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ Á 
leading expert on Africa will discuss the factors that contribute to the global food crisis and how the U.S. and 
the world can address the key issues. 
http://wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=events.event_summary&event_id=604941  
 
Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD) 
Date:  March 28th - 31st, 2010 
Location:  Montpellier, France 
The GCARD process will address the below questions: What are the development needs where AR can play its 
best role? How best do we turn research in development impacts at scale? How can more effective pathways 
be developed to create impact for the poor? What investments, institutions, policies and capacities are 
necessary? 
http://www.egfar.org/egfar/website/gcard  
 
AGRA Middle East 2010 
Date:  March 29th ɀ 31st, 2010 
Location:  Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
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AGRA Middle East 2010 is one of the biggest consumer markets for agribusiness, poultry & livestock, fishing 
& aquaculture and flower & garden in the region. AGRAme is a leading regional platform which offers 
immense opportunities for regional agribusiness professionals, international manufacturers and service 
providers involved in the agribusiness industry. The event co-locates four distinct yet closely linked vertical 
exhibitions at one comprehensive and powerful B2B platform, providing opportunities for agribusiness 
professionals from all over the world. 
http://www.tradechakra.com/events/dubai-united-arab-emirates/agra-middle-east-2009-311.php 
 
U.S. Grains Council Global Food Security Symposium 
Date: April 7th, 2010 
Location: Tokyo, Japan  
The Symposium will gather U.S. and Japanese government, agribusiness and biotechnology leaders for a first-
ever, day-long examination of how international cooperation, policy and technology can be used to feed a 
burgeoning world population. The keynote speaker will be U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. 
http://www.grains.org/news-events/2247-us-grains-council-announces-upcoming-global-food-security-
symposium  
 
18th Annual Food and Agriculture Policy Conference 
Date: April 21st ɀ 22nd, 2010 
Location: Washington, DC 
Hosted by Informa Economics Inc. 
For more information, contact Theresa Stephens 
 
Informa Economics - 18th Annual Food and Agriculture Policy Conference 
Date: April 22nd-23rd, 2010 
Location: Arlington, Virginia 
http://www.informaecon.com/Washington_Conference.asp 
 
2010 Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group  
Date: April 24th ɀ 25th, 2010 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
The 2010 World Bank and International Monetary Fund Spring Meetings will be held on April 24 and 25 in 
Washington, DC.    All CSO representatives interested in participating in the Spring Meetings must obtain 
individual accreditation.  Representatives are encouraged to apply for accreditation which will open on 
Monday, March 8 and close on Monday, April 12.   Those interested will be able to apply online for 
accreditation, and the link will be posted here on March 8. 
http://go.worldbank.org/D56FCON900  
 
2010 U.S.-Africa Infrastructure Conference 
Date: April 27th ɀ April 29th, 2010  
Location: Washington, DC 
4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅÍÅÄ Ȱ"ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ $ÙÎÁÍÉÃ 'ÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟȱ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ËÅÙ ÅÃÏÎÏmic 
sectors in Africa, including information and communication technology, alternative energy, and human 
security. The effects of climate change on Africa are also a focus, along with available instruments for project 
finance. Immediately following the World Bank spring 2010 meetings, the conference brings together senior 
U.S. and African private sector and government officials; key decision makers from leading U.S. infrastructure 
companies; financial institutions; and international organizations with a vested interest in infrastructure 
investment and growth on the continent. 
http://guest.cvent.com/i.aspx?5S,M3,f2a576ef-3b24-4af2-81ed-33bf7d9b760b 
 
Building Food Security in the Face of Climate Change – CCFAS Launch Conference 
Date: May 4, 2010 
Location: Nairobi, Kenya 

http://www.tradechakra.com/events/dubai-united-arab-emirates/agra-middle-east-2009-311.php
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http://guest.cvent.com/i.aspx?5S,M3,f2a576ef-3b24-4af2-81ed-33bf7d9b760b


The CCAFS Launch Conference is a one day event that will bring together the research and development 
community, policy makers, public and private research organizations, donors, and development agencies, 
both governmental and non-governmental. 
http://www.ccafs.cgiar.org/ccafs-launch-conference.php  
 
2010 Borlaug Dialogue - “Take It to the Farmers”: Reaching the World’s Smallholders 
Date: October 13th-15th, 2010 
Location: Des Moines, Iowa 
Inspired by the last words of Nobel Laureate and World Food Prize Founder Dr. Norman Borlaug, the 2010 
Borlaug Dialogue international symposium will gather the top minds and foremost leaders in global 
agriculture, food, and development this October in Des Moines ɀ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ-
scale farmers.  
http://www.worldfoodprize.org/symposium/2010.htm   
 
The International Rice Congress 2010 
Date: November 8th ɀ November 12th, 2010 
Location: Hanoi, Vietnam 
Hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 
http://www.ricecongress.com/cmsdetail.php?id=1  
  
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Taking Stock of Biotech, Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research, March 2010 
At a biotechnology conference held recently in Guadalajara, Mexico, by the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations, disputes about genetically modified crops were notably absent, as a diverse 
group of participants ɀ including CGIAR scientists ɀ engaged in a timely and productive research-based 
dialogue about the wide range of biotechnologies now in use. 
http://www.cgiar.org/monthlystory/march2010.html  
 
Satya Capital to Invest $200 Mln in Africa This Year, Reuters, March 19  
Satya Capital, a London-based private equity fund owned by Sudanese Mo Ibrahim, plans to invest some $200 
million in Africa this year, Ibrahim said late on Thursday.  Known for making a fortune from the mobile phone 
business and funding a major prize in support of leadership, Ibrahim said the continent offered high returns 
on investments. 
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSLDE62I08C20100319&ct=ga&ca
d=1:2:0&cd=zpkEAuQjNSk&usg=AFQjCNGcWjLmH9VOBqptCTZ9cjf7vHRTyQ 
 
Organic Food Sales a Tough Slog in China, Reuters, March 18 
Beijing Organic and Beyond Corp Chairman Zhang Xiangdong has a shoe leather approach to organic fruit and 
vegetable sales in China's capital that is a lesson for any firm trying to enter the world's biggest food market. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62H0WX20100318  
 
For India’s Newly Rich Farmers, Limos Won’t Do, New York Times, March 18 
The Yadavs are members of a new economic caste in India: nouveau riche farmers. By Western standards, few 
of these farmers are truly rich. But in India, where the annual per capita income is about $1,000 and where 
roughly 800 million people live on less than $2 a day, some farmers have gotten windfalls of several million 
rupees by selling land. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/world/asia/19india.html    
 
Genetically Modified Foods Get U.S. Traction, Global Debate, USA Today, March 17 
For more than a decade, two opposing views of the technology used for genetically engineering crops have 
fought for the hearts and minds of the world's farmers. At best, they've come to a standoff. 
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/2010-03-17-Biotech17_cv_N.htm  
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WMO Prepares First Ministerial Summit on Meteorology in Africa, Voice of America, March 16 
The World Meteorological Organization, or WMO, says African countries must improve their forecasting 
ability to better prepare for weather emergencies and climate change. Jarraud says vital weather information 
must reach government decision makers as well as farmers and others who depend on accurate weather 
prediction. 
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/WMO-Prepares-First-Ministerial-Summit-On-Meteorology-
in-Africa-87826352.html  
 
After China, Philippines May Approve GMO Rice, Reuters, March 16 
The Philippines may follow China as the next Asian country to approve widespread planting of genetically 
modified rice crops, possibly as early as 2011, an industry expert said on Tuesday. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62F0T720100316  
 
China Food Security Depends on Policy Choices, Reuters, March 16 
China needs to reform grain prices and invest more in technology to ensure food security in the face of rapid 
urbanization, an influential think-tank chief said in an interview. "China's grain production is not a problem, 
the major concern is government policy -- policies in grain prices, agricultural science and technology 
investment, inputs and markets," Shenggen Fan, director general of the Washington-based International Food 
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), said at the Reuters Food and Agriculture Summit. 
http://www.reuters.com/assets/print?aid=USTRE62F1BN20100316   
 
Bangladesh: Salt-Resistant Paddy Offers Hope to Farmers, Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
March 15 
A new salt-resistant paddy - BRRI Dhan 47 - is offering hope to coastal farmers in southern Bangladesh whose 
crops are affected by climate change, say experts. Thousands of small-scale rice farmers have seen their 
livelihoods decimated due to the effects of climate change in the low-lying area. 
http://www.irinnews.org/PrintReport.aspx?ReportId=88426  
 
The Pros and Cons of Genetically Modified Seeds, Wall Street Journal, March 15 
Earlier this month, Monsanto, the world's largest seed company, admitted that its genetically engineered "Bt" 
(bacillus thuringiensis) cotton seed wasn't all that farmers in India had hoped. Reports coming in from four 
districts of India's Gujarat state indicated that the company's seeds had not been able to prevent a pest called 
the pink bollworm from attacking cotton crops. Activists hoping to protect the country's biodiversity and its 
farmers from excessive dependence on multinational seed companies hailed the news as a victory in the 
latest round of an increasingly shrill public debate on the role of GM crops. About 90% of India's cotton is 
based on Bt cotton seed; Monsanto and its licensees are the dominant suppliers of those seeds. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB126862629333762259.html  
 
Researchers Introducing Sustainable Agriculture Practices to Improve Food Security, Press Release, 
Virginia Tech, March 15 
Two Virginia Tech professors are leading research teams that will work with scientists and small-scale 
farmers in South America and the Caribbean to increase food production, improve soil quality, and reduce 
risks associated with climate change. The projects are part of the Sustainable Agriculture and Natural 
Resource Management Collaborative Research Support Program (SANREM CRSP), a $15 million, five-year 
program funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and managed by the university's 
Office of International Research, Education, and Development. 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-03/vt-ris031510.php  
 
MSU, UCal-Davis Work to Boost Central Asia Crops, Associated Press, March 13 
A bug expert from Michigan State University is heading a $1.25 million U.S. government project to find better 
ways to protect crops from pests in central Asia. The goal of entomology professor Karim Maredia's work is to 
improve food security in the region, which suffers from a limited diversity of crops and overuse of pesticides. 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/03/13/state/n010006S32.DTL  
 
Agriculture in India: Crop Circles, Economist, March 11 
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Indian agriculture can comfortably feed the country, but that remains the sum of its achievement. The rapid 
increases in productivity achieved during the green revolution have levelled off, with soils responding only 
grudgingly to the heavy use of fertilisers. And farmers remain at the mercy of the monsoons. Thanks to the 
worst rains since 1972, agriculture shrank by 2.8% in the year to the fourth quarter. This year, for the first 
ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȟ )ÎÄÉÁȭÓ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÏ '$0 ÔÈÁÎ ÉÔÓ ÆÁÒÍÓȟ ÆÏÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
fisheries. 
http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15663520 ɉÃÈÅÃË ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ ÂÒÉÅÆ ɀ did we 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÉÓȩ )Æ ÙÅÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȢ )Æ ÎÏÔȟ ÐÕÔ ÉÎ ÁÇ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÉÔÌÅȡ Agriculture in India: Crop circles) 

 
Promoting Regional Integration and Food Security in Africa, Woodrow Wilson International Center for 
Scholars, March 10 
Food security initiatives must include a strong focus on promoting local and regional food markets. On March 
2, the Africa Program, in conjunction with the Partnership to Cut Hunger and Poverty in Africa, the German 
Marshall Fund, and the International Food & Agricultural Trade Policy Council hosted a conference on food 
security and regional integration in Africa. The conference addressed the role of African governments, the 
private sector and the donor community in integrating African economies at a sub-regional and regional level, 
with a particular focus on infrastructure and trade policies. 
http://wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=news.item&news_id=604001  
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Crop Prospects and Food Situation, Food and Agriculture Organization, February 2010 
Early indications point to a reduction in ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÅÒÅÁÌ ÏÕÔÐÕÔ ÉÎ ςππω ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄȢ 3ÍÁÌÌÅÒ 
ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄȾÏÒ ÁÄÖÅÒÓÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÌÏÏË ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÉÎ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÄÏ×Î ÉÎ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÁÊÏÒ 
producers.  
http://www.fao.org/docrep/011/ai480e/ai480e03.htm  

See Also: Trying to Make Food Cheaper, Integrated Regional Information Networks, March 16 
The price of maize, sorghum, wheat and other staple grains is likely to climb again in many food-
importing east African countries, agricultural economists warn. Christopher Barrett, a leading food 
aid expert who teaches development economics at Cornell University pointed out that "[Lack of] 
supporting infrastructure [such as roads and water supply for irrigation] and institutions (such as 
contract enforcement, seasonal credit availability) drive up costs enormously in more remote areas 
where the poorest and hungriest continue to live." 
http://www.irinnews.org/PrintReport.aspx?ReportId=88326   

 

 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Hunger the Common Enemy of All Millennium Development Goals, Media Global, March 19 
!Ô ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅË ÉÎ 3ÁÎ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÏȟ Á ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ2ÅÓÐÏÎÄÉÎÇ to the 
×ÏÒÌÄ ÆÏÏÄ ÃÒÉÓÉÓȱ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÏ× ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÏÍÂÁÔÉÎÇ ÈÕÎÇÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢ 
http://mediaglobal.org/article/2010-03-19/hunger-the-common-enemy-of-all-millennium-development-
goals 
 
When Feeding the Hungry Is Political: A United Nations Agency Under Attack, Economist, March 18 
World Food Programme (WFP), created by the United Nations in 1962 to save lives, has since grown into the 
behemoth of the aid business, envied and disliked in almost equal measure by many of its smaller peers. It 
says it feeds 90m people a year in 73 countries. Yet some query whether it always fulfils the high ideals of its 
humanitarian mandate. 
http://www.economist.com/world/middle-east/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15731546  
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Crumbs from the BRICs-Man’s Table, Economist, March 18 
In Cold-7ÁÒ ÄÁÙÓ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÖÉÅÔ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÖÉÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÍÉÎÎÏ×ÓȢ .Ï× ÔÈÅ 
BRICsɂBrazil, Russia, India and Chinaɂare getting into the game, and changing it. This month, Sri Lanka got 
$290m from China for a new international airport and $67m from India to upgrade its railways. As poor 
countries emerge from recession and the rich world flounders, big middle-income countries see a once-in-a-
generation chance to win friends and influence people.  
http://www.economist.com/world/international/displaystory.cfm?story_id=15731508#footnote1  

 
Turkish President Wraps Up Successful African Tour, Voice of America, March 17 
President Abdullah Gul returns home after signing bilateral agreements with his Cameroonian host, President 
Paul Biya.  They include promises to cooperate more closely in agriculture and to permit visa exemptions for 
Cameroonians holding diplomatic and service passports. 
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/west/Turkey-Cameroon-Africa-17Mar10-e2a-
88236262.html  
 
Somalia’s President Assails U.N. Report on Corruption, New York Times, March 17 
3ÏÍÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÂÌÁÓÔÅÄ Á ÒÅÃÅÎÔ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ 
forces as ineffective and corrupt and said that as much as half the food aid to the country was routinely stolen. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/17/world/africa/17somalia.html (see also? not sure if we have other 
articles on this ongoing saga. If not, please put in key articles, as we now have the report!) 

See Also: Report of the Monitoring Group on Somalia Pursuant to Security Council Resolution 
1853, U.N., March 2010 
http://graphics8.nytimes.com/packages/pdf/world/20100317somalia.pdf  

 
Haiti Needs $11.5 Billion, Report Says, Wall Street Journal, March 16 
Two months after an earthquake pulverized the country's capital, Haiti authorities calculated they would 
need $11.5 billion over the next three years to get the nation back on its feet. The number is part of the first 
thorough analysis prepared by the Haiti government, together with the United Nations and other 
international organizations, to assess the financial impact of the Jan. 12 earthquake and help plan rebuilding 
operations. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703909804575124193965543862.html  

See Also: What Haitians Want from Americans (And What They Don’t), Beverly Bell, Associate 
Fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies, Huffington Post, March 17 
Christophe Denis, law student: Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÉÓ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÎÇ ÁÉÄȢȢȢ Á ÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÁÉÔÉÎg for rice 
and then across the street, a line of street merchants who can't sell their food. Are they sacrificing a 
class of people in the framework of aid?  Instead of supporting international trade to come in and 
crush us, reinforce our capacity for production and reinforce our self-sufficiency. The international 
ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÅ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔÁÇÅȢ !ÌÌ ÔÈÁÔͻÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÉÎ (ÁÉÔÉȟ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÅÄȢȱ 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/beverly-bell/what-haitians-want-from-a_b_502374.html   

 
Better Food Security for Iraq, Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, March 16 
An Australian agricultural research project is helping Iraqi farmers to produce more by adopting the 
conservation farming techniques widely used in Australia and growing hardier crop varieties. Up to 95 per 
cent of farmers in some regions of Australia use low-till machinery and retain stubble to eliminate their need 
to plough and to retain vital soil moisture. Iraqi farmers, who use traditional cropping systems, cultivate 
heavily, burn stubble and sow late, and face very low yields. 
http://www.sciencealert.com.au/news-global-food-crisis/20101603-20718-3.html  
 
Diouf Calls for G-8 Funds for Haiti, Food and Agriculture Organization, March 16 
FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf has called for some of the $20 billion pledged for farmers in poor 
countries promised by the G-8 leaders in Italy last July to go to fund an integrated rural development 
programme in Haiti.  
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/40764/icode/  

See Also: Diouf Kicks-Off Spring Planting Season in Haiti¸ Food and Agriculture Organization, 
March 15 
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http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/40713/icode/  
 
Worst in Aid: The Grand Prize, Aid Watchers, March 15 
The only 3D strategy that makes sense for development is one that acknowledges the frequent conflicts 
between these three very different goals as natural outcomes of their different agendas.  Then we can hold 
our politicians accountable when they sacrifice Development big-time to achieve small-time (or sometimes 
illusory) Diplomatic or Defense goals. 
http://aidwatchers.com/2010/03/worst-in-aid-the-grand-prize/   

See Also: Where Does U.S. Foreign Aid Go?, New York Times, Economix Blog, March 18 
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/03/18/where-does-u-s-foreign-aid-go/   

 
Obama’s Foreign Policy Success in Afghanistan¸ Fareed Zakaria, Washington Post, March 15 
At the same time, the White House insisted it wanted a deep, long-term and positive relationship with 
Pakistan. Sens. John Kerry and Dick Lugar put together the largest-ever nonmilitary package of U.S. assistance 
for the country. Aid to the Pakistani military is also growing rapidly.  Third, it put in time and effort. The 
administration has adopted what Gen. David Petraeus calls a "whole of government" approach to Pakistan. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/14/AR2010031401387_pf.html  

See Also: Our Money in Pakistan, Foreign Policy, March 17 
Richard Holbrooke is getting serious blowback for his efforts to radically reshape U.S. aid programs 
in South Asia's most dangerous state. But maybe he's onto something. 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/03/17/our_money_in_pakistan?page=full  

 
Head Goes Here, Op-Ed, Will Bennet, Retired Technical Sergeant, U.S. Air Force, Miami Herald, March 15 
Having served in the combat zone, I have seen firsthand the importance of foreign aid to our national security. 
I have seen how relatively small investments now can pay huge dividends down the road and save us money 
in the long run by helping avoid future conflict. U.S. development efforts that are saving lives, building 
opportunity and adding to our security should not be cut. They need to be maintained and strengthened. 
http://www.miamiherald.com/2010/03/15/v-print/1530859/head-goes-here.html   
 
Haitians Who Fled Capital Strain Impoverished Towns in Countryside, Washington Post, March 15 
Haitian officials preparing to seek billions of dollars in aid from foreign donors and U.S. taxpayers at the 
United Nations at the end of the month stress that their plan for a better Haiti includes a promise to 
decentralize power. Eduardo Almeida, head of the Inter-American Development Bank in Haiti, said the plans 
should include massive investments in infrastructure in the provinces -- especially agriculture. "Haiti is a 
farming culture that cannot feed itself, and that must change," Almeida said. As an example, development 
officials and aid advisers repeat that Haiti is so poor, and its agriculture so ravaged, that it must import a 
million eggs a day from the neighboring Dominican Republic. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/14/AR2010031402625.html  
                See Also: Ban Ki-moon Visits Haiti: Thousands Still Without Tents, Huffington Post, March 14 

Thousands of people in the camp came down from their broken homes in the hills above the capital 
to be near food and water distributions overseen by the U.S. soldiers. Those distributions, like those 
run by the U.N. World Food Program and others, were largely a success ɀ though many were marred 
by small-scale violence and corruption by local officials. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/14/ban-ki-moon-visits-haiti_n_498466.html  

 
Haiti Makes Progress in Food Distribution and Housing 2 Months After Quake, Latin American Herald 
Tribune, March 15 
Two months after the earthquake that devastated this capital, Haiti has made some progress in a number of 
pressing matters, such as food distribution and provisional shelters for the homeless, but full reconstruction 
still seems a long way off. 
http://www.laht.com/article.asp?ArticleId=353668&CategoryId=14092  
 
Old and Poor in Haiti Suffer Mightily After the Quake, Washington Post, March 13 
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Old women sometimes appear in the food lines, but since the wait for the heavy sacks of donated rations -- 
what Haitians call "disaster rice" -- can be five or six hours, the frail ones cannot compete with the younger, 
stronger and just as hungry.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/12/AR2010031202050_pf.html  
 
WFP Airlifts Food to Thousands of Congolese Refugees, Voice of America, March 13 
The World Food Program has begun airlifting urgent food assistance to tens of thousands of Congolese 
refugees who fled the Democratic Republic of Congo into the neighboring Congo Republic. 
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/WPF-Airlifts-Food-to-Thousands-of-Congolese-Refugees-
87575792.html  
  
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
The Science of Climate Change: The Clouds of Unknowing, Economist, March 18 
There are lots of uncertainties in climate science. But that does not mean it is fundamentally wrong. 
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=15719298   

See Also: Spin, Science and Climate Change, Economist, March 18 
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=15720419  
See Also: Cap-and-Trade’s Last Hurrah, Economist, March 18 
http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=15721597  

 
Bad Water More Deadly than War, Inter Press Service, March 18 
Bad water kills more people than wars or earthquakes, declares Anders Berntell, executive director of the 
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI). 
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=50710  
 
UN at Odds over Climate Policy, Financial Times, March 17 
Ban Ki-moon, the United Nations secretary-general appeared to be at odds with his own climate change 
envoy over the role the UN should play in securing international agreement on tackling global warming. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/bf8f1010-312e-11df-8e6f-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Africans ‘Take Blame for Climate Change,’ BBC, March 17 
Many Africans blame themselves for climate change even though fossil fuel emissions there are less than 4% 
of the global total, a new survey suggests. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8571589.stm  
 
As Economy Booms, China Faces Major Water Shortage, Washington Post, March 16 
The source of the water predicament is China's own economic success. Big cities are getting bigger, using 
more drinking, shower and sewage water. People are eating better, and growing more food requires more 
water. The result has been a scramble for water that is pitting downstream communities against upstream 
ones, farmers against factories, and people concerned about the country's environment against those worried 
that water shortages might be the mighty Chinese economy's Achilles' heel. Unlike oil needs, which can be 
supplemented with imports, water needs pose a much more intractable threat to China's rise. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/15/AR2010031503564_pf.html   
 
 
WOMEN 
 
Gender and Governance in Agricultural Extension Services: Insights from India, Ghana, and Ethiopia, 
World Bank, March 2010 
Various governance reform approaches have been adopted to improve agricultural extension service 
provision, but major knowledge gaps remain regarding what works where and why. The past two decades 
have seen a range of governance reforms that can help improve agricultural service provision, including 
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democratization, decentralization, public sector management reforms, and community-driven development. 
These approaches have been linked with diverse efforts to make service provision more gender responsive. 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTARD/Resources/WB_ARD_GandG_Note53_web.pdf  

 
Women at a Crossroads, Kathy Bushkin Calvin, Huffington Post, March 15 
Women around the world are at a crossroads today. At no point in recent memory have more women 
simultaneously occupied the halls of power and been left stranded on the street. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kathy-bushkin-calvin/women-at-a-crossroads_b_499218.html  
  
Partying to Change the World, Op-Ed, Nicholas D. Kristof, New York Times, March 13 
The centerpiece of the 18-month BeadforLife program is training bead makers to start small businesses. They 
get coaching in business management, and some learn trades like making jam or raising chickens. The bead 
makers get about $600 to open their own shops or start some other small business, and after a year and a half 
they graduate and new bead makers are enrolled. The aim is not to create lifelong jewelry manufacturers, but 
to turn women into bustling entrepreneurs. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/14/opinion/14kristof.html  
 
Only Good Can Come from Empowering Women, Washington Post, March 12 
Quraishi, who today is director of gender, human and child rights within the Afghan Ministry of the Interior, 
was one of nine women in town last week to receive the International Women of Courage Award from 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. She and fellow Afghan award recipient Shukria Asil sat down Thursday for 
lunch and conversation with members of the U.S.-Afghan Women's Council to discuss ways to help women 
and children struggling for rights and security.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/03/12/AR2010031202998.html?hpid=opinionsbox1  
 
Remarks at the UN Commission on the Status of Women, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, March 12 
 Ȱ&ÏÒ the United States, women are also central to our ongoing work to elevate development as a key pillar of 
ÏÕÒ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÌÏÎÇÓÉÄÅ ÄÉÐÌÏÍÁÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÓÅȢ !Ó ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÇÒÏ× ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÆÏÏÄȟ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒȟ 
gather the firewood, wash the clothes, and increasingly, work in the factories, run the shops, launch the 
ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÊÏÂÓȟ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 
ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȢ 3Ï ÏÕÒ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÏÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÂÒÉÎÇȢȱ 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/03/138320.htm  
 
My Own View on Women, Otaviano Canuto, Vice President and Head of the Poverty Reduction and Economic 
Management (PREM) Network, Roubini Global Economics, March 12 
!Ó ÔÈÅ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÄÅÒ ÐÏÒÔÆÏÌÉÏ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ "ÁÎËȟ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÄÁÙ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ 
reminder of all the things we still need to do in the quest for gender equality. Women earn some 22% less in 
salary than their male counterparts, and their access to credit is limited. In Africa, for instance, women 
receive 1% of total credit going to agriculture though they represent a majority of workers in the sector. 
http://www.roubini.com/globalmacro-monitor/258531/my_own_view_on_women  
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
U.N. Rejects Export Ban on Atlantic Bluefin Tuna, New York Times, March 19 
Delegates at a United Nations conference on endangered species in Doha, Qatar, soundly defeated American-
supported proposals on Thursday to ban international trade in bluefin tuna and to protect polar bears.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/19/science/earth/19species.html?8au&emc=au  

See Also: Japan Marshals Victory Against Tuna Ban, Financial Times, March 18 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d90e1ca0-32cf-11df-a767-00144feabdc0.html    
See Also: Ban on Bluefin Tuna Would ‘Threaten Japanese Culture,’ Independent, March 14 
Delegates from 175 countries debate a proposal to restrict the international trade in the sushi 
delicacy. 
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http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/ban-on-bluefin-tuna-would-threaten-
japanese-culture-1921049.html  

 
Global Coffee Deficit to Grow as Output Trails Use, Group Says, Bloomberg, March 19 
The global coffee market deficit will widen as production trails consumption, said Nestor Osorio, executive 
director of the International Coffee Organization. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=aBVauiWVViW4  
 
India Says ‘No Immediate Plan’ to Allow Wheat Exports, Bloomberg, March 18 
India, ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ-ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ×ÈÅÁÔ ÇÒÏ×ÅÒȟ ÈÁÓ ȰÎÏ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ÐÌÁÎȱ ÔÏ ÌÉÆÔ ÂÁÎ ÏÎ ÅØÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ 
instead boost open-market sales and increase supplies to the poor to pare stockpiles, Farm Minister Sharad 
Pawar said. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=ajIl5SQvft5I  

See Also: India May Export Wheat as Stocks Bulge, Reuters, March 17 
India, the world's second biggest grains producer, could export 2-3 million tonnes of wheat this year, 
a top government planning official said, cautioning that domestic inflation would be a key 
consideration. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62G0ZR20100317  

 
South African President Encouraged After Zimbabwe Visit, Voice of America, March 18  
South African President Jacob Zuma met with President Robert Mugabe, Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai 
and leaders of all three political parties that signed the political agreement 18 months ago to create the 
inclusive government.   
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Zuma-Encouraged-
After-Visit-to-Zimbabwe-
88422972.html&ct=ga&cad=1:2:0&cd=zpkEAuQjNSk&usg=AFQjCNFTwPyoSPVJWlYkEnUqxhPnDLGg0A 
 
Japan, Brazil Plan to Help Mozambique Become Grain Exporter, BusinessWeek, March 18 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÅȱ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÉÃÉÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÃÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÙȟ 6ÅÎÔÕÒÁ -ÁÃÁÍÏȟ ÁÎ ÁÄÖÉÓÅÒ ÔÏ 
Mozambique's agriculture minister, said in Tokyo.  
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-03-18/japan-brazil-plan-to-help-mozambique-become-grain-
exporter.html 
 
Asia's Food Crisis Driving Broader Trade Shifts, World Politics Review, March 18 
Food prices in Asia continue to be above what they were prior to the 2007-2008 surge. Worse, there are signs 
that they may increase once again owing to the existence of similar conditions, such as excess demand and 
rising input prices due to the increasing cost of oil. Presently, rising food prices are leading to the region's 
major economies re-orienting their food management policies -- a step that is likely to be the harbinger of a 
tougher stance by the region on the Doha Round of trade talks as well as on climate change issues. 
http://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articlePrint.aspx?ID=5294   
 
WTO Needs Political Miracle for 2010 Doha Deal, Reuters, March 18 
Members of the World Trade Organization are likely to conclude next week that it will take a political miracle 
to agree a new trade deal this year, consigning yet another Doha round deadline to the dustbin. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62H1QX20100318   
 
Protectionism – The Dog that Didn’t Bark, Edward Alden, Globalist, March 16 
What explains the great reluctance around the world to embark on protectionism during the current global 
economic crisis? Edward Alden examines the role of the WTO, the strengthening role of emerging market 
economies, global sourcing ɂ and the lowering of national affiliations among big corporations. 
http://ww.theglobalist.com/printStoryId.aspx?StoryId=8352  
 
E.U. Nations ‘Must Pay Back Misused Farm Aid,’ Agence France-Presse, March 16 
Twenty EU nations, including Greece, Poland, Spain and Britain, must pay back a total of 346.5 million euros 
(476 million dollars) in "unduly spent" farm subsidies, the European Commission said. 
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5g5AAJnReEBRjcPVumJwOUE8wuJhg  
 
Asia-Pacific Nations Seek to Create World’s Largest Free Trade Zone, Voice of America, March 15 
Officials from eight Asia-Pacific nations have begun talks being billed as laying the groundwork for what 
could become the largest free trade area ever seen. The talks seek to add the United States, Australia, Peru 
and Vietnam to the Trans Pacific Partnership, a free trade agreement that groups Chile, Singapore, New 
Zealand and Brunei. 
http://www1.voanews.com/english/news/asia/Asia-Pacific-Nations-to-Create-Worlds-Largest-Free-Zone--
87652782.html  
 
China Denies Yuan Behind U.S. Trade Gap, Washington Post, March 15 
China on Tuesday shunned mounting U.S. demands for a stronger yuan, saying again that its currency is not 
the cause of its big trade surplus and vowing to keep the currency stable to shore up exports. Beijing and 
Washington appear to be locked in a dialogue of the deaf in the run-up to a U.S. Treasury Department report 
due on April 15 that will determine whether China is manipulating its exchange rate for trade advantage. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/15/AR2010031504254.html  

See Also: China Uses Global Trade Rules to Its Advantage, New York Times, March 15 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/15/business/global/15yuan.html?th&emc=th  
See Also: Will China Listen?, New York Times, March 17 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/17/opinion/17wed1.html?th&emc=th  

 
Brazil Details Retaliation on U.S. Copyrights, Patents, Reuters, March 15 
Brazil revealed a preliminary list of U.S. patents and intellectual property rights it could restrict unless both 
countries settle a long-standing dispute over U.S. cotton aid. 
http://www.reuters.com/assets/print?aid=USTRE62E2HK20100315   

See Also: Brazil to Break Patents on U.S. Films, Books, Drugs, Bloomberg, March 15 
Brazil will seek to break intellectual property rights on U.S.-made prescription drugs, music, books, 
software and movies in a bid to force the U.S. government to end cotton subsidies that violate global 
trade rules. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601086&sid=aChFMhtm9G1s  

 
U.S. Presses India on Doha Trade Talks, Reuters, March 15 
Michael Froman, deputy White House national security adviser, urged India and other large emerging 
economies to rescue the eight-year-old Doha round of world trade talks by making better offers to open their 
markets to American goods. The talks aim to help poor countries prosper through trade, but the United States 
complains current proposals require it to make politically painful cuts in agricultural subsidies and 
manufacturing tariffs without getting substantial new export opportunities in return. 
http://www.reuters.com/assets/print?aid=USN1520289020100315   

 
At the End of Latest Round of Farm Talks, Chair Prepares ‘Stock Take’ Report, World Trade Organization, 
March 12 
Wrapping up almost two weeks of agriculture negotiations from 3 to 12 March 2010, New Zealand 
!ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ $ÁÖÉÄ 7ÁÌËÅÒȟ ×ÈÏ ÃÈÁÉÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÌËÓȟ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ Á ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ȰÓÔÏÃË 
ÔÁËÉÎÇȱ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news10_e/agng_03mar10_e.htm  
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
U.S. Food Industry Seen Primed for Deals in 2010, Reuters, March 17 
The U.S. food industry is in store for a smorgasbord of mergers and acquisitions as companies look to gain 
more revenue and earnings growth and new, innovative products. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62G5DH20100318  
 
DuPont Pushing New Ag Spending, Seeds, Reuters, March 16 
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A new genetically modified soybean seed engineered by DuPont  is making fast inroads with farmers and 
comes as the company is increasing spending on new seed development, a top DuPont official said. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62F5IB20100316  
 
Kraft Gives MPs Pledge on Factory Closures, Financial Times, March 16 
Kraft Foods promised not to close any more Cadbury factories in the UK or make compulsory redundancies in 
its domestic manufacturing operations for at least two years as it sought to placate furious MPs and union 
members over its broken promise to save a Bristol factory from closure. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d5a5e7d4-3147-11df-9741-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Eight Steps the Department of Justice Could Take to Reform Farming, Robyn O’Brien, Huffington Post, 
March 15 
In a world in which food security is as much of an issue as nutrition, the establishment of a level playing field 
on the farm is vital to the health of our food system. And while the lack of federal oversight and regulation of 
trade practices on the farm has enhanced Monsanto's profitability drivng shareholder value, its costs are 
being externalized not only onto our nation's farmers but also onto the 300 million American eaters. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robyn-o/8-steps-the-department-of_b_495031.html 
 
Healthy Livestock, Sick People, Editorial, Los Angeles Times, March 13 
The meat industry says giving animals antibiotics is necessary to keep costs down, but the risk of antibiotic-
resistant infections is growing. 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/editorials/la-ed-antibiotics13-2010mar13,0,6740046.story  

 
Holder Wants Action on Agriculture Concentration, Wall Street Journal, March 12 
Attorney General Eric Holder raised expectations among farmers that the Obama administration will crack 
down on concentration within agriculture, an industry where the processing of meat, milk and seed are 
dominated by handfuls of companies. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704131404575117913904572560.html  

See Also: U.S. Scrutinize Agriculture for Antitrust Issues, New York Times, March 12 
 Ȱ)Ó ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÆÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÒ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÍÁÒËÅÔÐÌÁÃÅȩ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȟȱ -ÒȢ (ÏÌÄÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/13/business/13seed.html  
See Also: U.S. to Enforce Antitrust in Farming, Holder Says, Bloomberg, March 12 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=aLiwZBF3AT8Q  

 
Agrium, Rivals Seen Focusing on Smaller Deals, Reuters, March 12 
A protracted takeover battle in the global fertilizer industry ended this week with a victory for CF Industries 
Holdings Inc, but the losers are unlikely to wait long before climbing back into the fray. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62B4P020100312  
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