
 
 

 
 

June 18th – June 24th, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: “At the end of the day, political leadership at the highest levels makes the biggest difference 
in terms of whether we can end hunger or whether we will continue down the path we've been continuing down 
of, recently, actual increases in the number of people who go to bed hungry every night … And Secretary Clinton 
wanted to quote Dr. Borlaug who said, ‘Food is the moral right of all who are born into this world.’” ɀ Dr. Raj 
Shah, Administrator, U.S. Agency for International Development, The World Food Prize Laureate 
Announcement Ceremony, June 21, 2011 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thoughtȟ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
The 2011 World Food Prize Laureates, The World Food Prize, June 2011 
John Agyekum Kufuor and Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva have been chosen to jointly receive the 2011 World Food 
Prize for their personal commitment and visionary leadership while serving as the presidents of Ghana and of 
Brazil, respectively, in creating and implementing government policies to alleviate hunger and poverty in 
their countries. The significant achievements of these two former heads of state illustrate that 

http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
mailto:slee@thechicagocouncil.org?subject=Please%20Unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Global%20Food%20for%20Thought
http://www.twitter.com/globalagdev
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Agricultural-Development-Initiative/194692817221550


transformational leadership truly can effect positive ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  
http://www.worldfoodprize.org/en/laureates/2011_laureates/  

SEE ALSO: Ex-leaders set Examples in Fight against Hunger, Des Moines Register, June 21 
A major factor in Lula da Silva's success was the creation of the cash aid system called the Bolsa 
Familia Program, which guaranteed a minimum income to more than 12 million families. Ghana was 
the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to cut its hunger rate in half. During his term from 2001-09, 
Kufuor made agriculture a priority and maintained the country's commitment to economic stability. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011106220358  
SEE ALSO: Brazil's Lula, Ghana's Kufour win World Food Prize, Reuters, June 22 
It was the first time the award, created 25 years ago by Nobel Peace Prize winner Norman Borlaug, 
recognized the seminal role of national leaders in fighting hunger. Some 925 million people, roughly 
one-in-seven worldwide, are chronically hungry. 
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE75L05020110622 

 
Remarks by Dr. Raj Shah, USAID Administrator, at the World Food Prize Ceremony, USAID, June 21 
At the end of the day, political leadership at the highest levels makes the biggest difference in terms of 
whether we can end hunger or whether we will continue down the path we've been continuing down of, 
recently, actual increases in the number of people who go to bed hungry every night. This year we're also 
launching the Borlaug Leadership Initiative. 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2011/sp110621.html  

SEE ALSO: U.S. Announces “Borlaug 21st Century Leadership” Program, USAID, June 21 
This program will provide mentoring and training opportunities for agriculture professionals across 
the globe and will help institutions strengthen their agriculture systems and best practices to serve 
as premier learning institutions. 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2011/pr110621.html 

 
International Food Assistance, GAO, June 2011 
GAO found that the inefficiency of the monetization process reduced funding available to the U.S. government 
for development projects by $219 million over a 3-year period. The process of using cash to procure, ship, 
and sell commodities resulted in $503 million available for development projects out of the $722 million 
expended. The USAID and the USDA are not required to achieve a specific level of cost recovery for 
monetization transactions. Instead, they are only required to achieve reasonable market price, which has not 
been clearly defined. 
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d11636.pdf  

SEE ALSO: US International Food-Aid Spending Called Inefficient, Bloomberg, June 23 
The GAO ÓÁÉÄ ȰÍÏÎÅÔÉÚÉÎÇȱ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÉÄ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÉÓ 
inefficient and recommended U.S. agencies change shipping standards and do a better job of 
monitoring prices. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-23/u-s-international-food-aid-spending-called-
inefficient-1-.html 

 
Roads and Rice: How Innovation and Infrastructure can Feed the World, Opinion, Ambassador Kenneth 
Quinn, Guardian, June 21 
The green revolution was just beginning to spread around the world, and a new "miracle rice", known as IR-8, 
developed at the International Rice Research Institute in the Philippines, was entering South Vietnam. The 
lesson I took from this was that dramatic change in the fortunes of smallholder farmers came from the 
combination of new agricultural technology and improved rural infrastructure. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jun/21/roads-rice-to-feed-world 
 
Our Battle to End Hunger, Opinion, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Guardian, June 19 
Leadership and partnership have never been more urgently required. Hunger and poverty go hand in hand, 
so in addressing food supply we can help tackle the broader challenges of achieving global sustainable 
development at a time of increasing suffering and instability in many regions. The Brazilian experience shows 
that overcoming hunger requires coordinated actions, political will and the participation of all society. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/jun/19/battle-to-end-hunger-leadership-needed 
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Political Will, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council on 
Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, June 24 
Leadership has also been a problem in the fight against hunger.  Namely, the lack of political will to make 
ending hunger through agriculture development a top priority of every government.  The old maxim of 
success ɀ ×ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ Á ×ÉÌÌȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ×ÁÙ ɀ has been stood on its head in the fight against hunger.  7ÅȭÖÅ 
ÌÏÎÇ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÄÏÎÅȢ 
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/06/roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-political-will.html  
 
Volatile World Needs NATO, Opinion, Thomas Wright, Executive Director of studies, The Chicago Council on 
Global Affairs, Chicago Tribune, June 23 
NATO has the potential to lead, but it has not grasped the opportunity. European nations are consumed with 
the ever-worsening economic "eurocrisis" that threatens to ruin more than 60 years of European integration. 
The war in Libya continues to be a source of division. And European leaders have yet to demonstrate that 
they are committed to tackling new challenges as they seek to disengage from military interventions. 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/ct-oped-0623-summit-20110622,0,2929520.story 
 
 
SPECIAL COVERAGE: G-20 AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS MEETING 
 
G20 Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and Agriculture, G-20 Agriculture Ministers Meeting, June 2011 
We reaffirm the right of everyone to have access to safe, sufficient and nutritious food, consistent with the 
progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security. We commit 
ourselves to implementing a broad scope of actions to boost agricultural growth. We agree to strengthen 
agricultural research and innovation and support results based agricultural research for development 
through our national agricultural research systems.  
http://agriculture.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/2011-06-23_-_Action_Plan_-_VFinale.pdf 
 
Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack on G-20 Action Plan to Address Food Security and 
Food Price Volatility, USDA, June 23 
The consensus reached by the G-20 Agricultural Ministers marks an historic union of resolve in combating the 
pressing challenges of hunger and food price volatility confronting our world with greater regularity. 
Together, the G-20 nations are committed to increasing agricultural production through use of improved 
practices and technologies and a commitment to new and expanded research and development. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/06/0274.xml 
 
G20 Ag Ministers Come to Agreement on Global Food Issues, Hagstrom Report, June 23 
The agriculture ministers agreed to launch a new wheat research initiative, convinced China and India to 
participate in a new food market supply and demand system, and released a proposal for a pilot project on 
humanitarian food reserves. But the group did not take a position opposing biofuels subsidies. Australia and 
the UK balked at statements urging the G20 finance ministers to tighten up on regulation of agricultural and 
financial futures markets. 
www.hagstromreport.com 

SEE ALSO: G20 Attacked on Food Crisis Plan, Javier Blas, Financial Times, June 23 
4ÈÅ 53ȟ "ÒÁÚÉÌ ÁÎÄ #ÈÉÎÁ ÈÁÖÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ 'ςπȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ-ever communiqué on 
agriculture, defeating proposals to reduce the use of biofuels and export bans, which have 
contributed to close to record food commodities prices. The communiqué was watered-down on the 
key issues: the mandate to consume biofuels and subsidies on their production, and the use of export 
restrictions. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/aca4d56a-9da8-11e0-b30c-00144feabdc0.html 
SEE ALSO: Main Points from the Meeting of G20 Agriculture Ministers, Guardian, June 23 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/jun/23/g20-agriculture-summit-main-
points 
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Volatile Food Prices Grab G-20's Full Attention, NPR, June 22 
Ever since a dramatic spike in world food prices in 2008 sparked panic and deadly riots in countries across 
three continents, agriculture and food security have become issues of global, political importance. And crop 
shortages this year have some experts already predicting another rise in grain prices like that of 2008. 
http://www.npr.org/2011/06/22/137324767/volatile-food-prices-grab-g-20s-full-attention 
 
Can a G20 'Action Plan' Prevent a Crisis?, Christian Science Monitor, June 22 
The last time global food prices rose sharply, in part as a result of food shortages, deadly riots shook 
developing countries across three continents. Biofuel subsidies is an area of intense disagreement. 
Restrictions on commodities speculation is another hot topic. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2011/0622/Rising-world-food-prices-Can-a-G20-action-
plan-prevent-a-crisis 
 
G-20 to Press U.S. to End Aid for Biofuels Industry, Wall Street Journal, June 22 
Last week, the Senate voted 72-37 to eliminate a 45-cents-per-gallon tax credit for blended biofuel and 
regular fuel and a 54-cents-per-gallon import tariff on ethanol. The U.S. will face new pressure from fellow 
Group of 20 nations to end government aid for the biofuels industry at a meeting of farm ministers in Paris. 
The biofuels industry turns corn, wheat, rapeseed, sugar cane and other crops into fuel. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303936704576399662828560374.html 
 
Biofuels are Job Creator, not Hunger Villain, Reuters, June 21 
Biofuels, especially ethanol distilled mainly from corn in the United States, have been blamed for driving up 
food prices. Vilsack says, biofuels' role in price spikes is small and the fuels boost farm income and spark rural 
growth. Whereas international charity, Oxfam, said, G20 nations should scrap "damaging" biofuel subsidies 
and mandates on the grounds that they add to price volatility and global warming. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/21/us-g20-agriculture-usa-idUSTRE75J7CK20110621 
 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Remarks by The First Lady at Young African Women Leaders Forum, The White House, June 22 
Africa is a fundamental part of our interconnected world.  And when it comes to the defining challenges of our 
times ɀ creating jobs in our global economy, promoting democracy and development, confronting climate 
change, extremism, poverty and disease - for all this, the world is looking to Africa as a vital partner. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/22/remarks-first-lady-during-keynote-address-
young-african-women-leaders-fo 

SEE ALSO: Remarks at Women's Leadership Luncheon, June 24 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/24/remarks-first-lady-womens-leadership-
luncheon-gaborone-botswana  
SEE ALSO: Remarks at University of Cape Town Youth Event, June 23 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/23/remarks-first-lady-university-cape-
town-youth-event 
SEE ALSO: Michelle Obama set to Inspire New Generation of Women Leaders, CNN, June 21 
When Brendah Nyakudya started raising funds to open nursery schools in South Africa's 
impoverished communities, she didn't expect that one day the project would secure her a spot at the 
most sought-after gathering of women on the continent.  
http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/06/21/michelle.obama.women.leaders/index.html  

 
The Korean Peninsula at Night, Opinion, Rajiv Shah, USAID Administrator, DipNote, June 24 
Fifty years ago, South Korea was poorer than two-thirds of the countries in sub-Saharan Africa, and its people 
had an average life expectancy of 54 years. But South Korea also had effective development partnerships with 
nations around the world. In the decades of engagement since, we supported South Korea's agriculture and 
industrial sectors, helping the country focus intently on an aggressive growth strategy. 
http://blogs.state.gov/ 
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USAID Administrator: On Tackling Food Crisis, NPR, June 22 
The USDA says Americans spend on average 10% of their income on food, while those in the world's poorest 
countries spend over 50%. To talk more about food shortages, security and prices, host Michel Martin speaks 
with Dr. Raj Shah.  
http://www.npr.org/2011/06/22/137342466/usaid-administrator-on-food-costs-shortages  
 
Fact Sheet: Advancing U.S.-Caribbean Energy and Climate Cooperation, U.S. Department of State, June 22 
During her June 22 visit to Jamaica, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton announced progress on existing 
programs and new initiatives between the United States and the Caribbean as part of the Energy and Climate 
Partnership of the Americas and U.S.-Brazil Biofuels Cooperation. 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/06/166742.htm  
 
Innovating Our Way to a Second Green Revolution, Opinion, Robert D. Hormats, Under Secretary of State for 
Economic, Energy and Agricultural Affairs, DipNote, June 21 
The world desperately needs a second Green Revolution, and in particular one that extends to Africa. 
Momentum is building for global action, and the leaders of developing countries have also recognized the 
need to invest more in their own food security. Achieving a second Green Revolution will depend on policy 
changes as well as agricultural innovation through science and technology development. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/second_green_revolution 
 
President Obama announces Key Administration Posts, The White House, June 21 
President Barack Obama nominated Brian T. Baenig as the Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations, 
Department of Agriculture and Mary Beth Leonard as the Ambassador to the Republic of Mali, Department of 
State. 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/21/president-obama-announces-more-key-
administration-posts 
 
Testimony by Rajakumari Jandhyala, USAID Deputy Assistant Administrator, Subcommittee on Africa, Global 
Health, and Human Rights, USAID, June 16 
Agricultural development will not only help diversify the economy and improve food security in southern 
Sudan, it can also become the engine for economic growth, creating jobs, raising the household incomes of 
southern Sudaneseɂthe vast majority of whom are subsistence farmersɂand reducing poverty. 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2011/ty110616.html  
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
International Policy Summit 
Date: June 27-28, 2011 
Location: Brussels, Belgium 
A few hundred key stakeholders will meet to explore the shared opportunities and challenges for long-term 
economic growth between the two continents. Issues under discussion will also include investment and the 
role of comÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÂÏÎÁÎÚÁȟ 
the healthcare and education strategies needed to raise living standards, as well as the best way to tackle food 
security and to improve the continent agricultural prospects. 
Event Website is available here. 
 
GAVI Moving Forward 
Date: June 27, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
The U.S. announced its first ever multi-year commitment totaling $450 million. These new pledges will 
support a dramatic expansion of vaccine delivery in GAVI eligible countries.  What challenges lie ahead in 
terms of managing these increased resources and continuing to expand vaccine coverage in an increasingly 
complex context?  
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http://smartglobalhealth.org/page/s/gavi-going-forward 
 
Achieving Food Security amid Higher and Volatile Food Prices 
Date: June 28 
Location: Washington, DC 
Please join us for a conversation with +ÅÖÉÎ #ÌÅÁÖÅÒȟ )&!$ȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ. Kevin will share a fresh 
report back from the meeting of G20 Agriculture Ministers in Paris. He will also provide an update on food 
price volatility and the outlook for global food security. This will be followed by an interactive discussion with 
the NGO community on the risks, challenges and opportunities for smallholders, including the need to expand 
ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐÓȟ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ȰÅÖÅÒÇÒÅÅÎ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÃÁÌÅ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÉÍÐÁÃÔȢ Please RSVP to Tom Pesek at 
t.pesek@ifad.org 
 
Conservation Science and Policy 
Date: July 17th ɀ 20th, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
4ÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÓȟ Ȱ#ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÏÌÉÃÙȡ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ 0ÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ !ÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ 
ÆÏÃÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÅØÐÌÏÒÉÎÇ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎËÁÇÅÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ science, policy, 
and application at local, national, and international scales. Secretary Glickman will share his thoughts and 
personal experiences on the long-term implications of food and agricultural policy on conversation in the 
United States and around the world.  
http://www.swcs.org/ 
 
World Food Prize 25th Anniversary 
Date: October 12th ɀ 14th, 2011 
Location: Des Moines, IA 
The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug 
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium 
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight 
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of 
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor 
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at 
www.worldfoodprize.org. 
 
Future-Proof Farming 
Date: November 9, 2011 
Place: Bibliothèque Solvay, Brussels 
%ÕÒÏÐÅȭÓ #ÏÍÍÏÎ !ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÁÎÇÅ from food security and 
ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÔÏ ÅÃÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢ -ÅÁÎ×ÈÉÌÅȟ %ÕÒÏÐÅȭÓ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÆÁÃÅ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ 
ecological challenges, yet agriculture can contribute much to the creation of an environment-friendly and 
resource-efficient economy. Representatives from the farming sector will go into discussion with EU 
policymakers and experts from academic circles and civil society to debate the challenges facing European 
agriculture, European farmers and the role a reformed CAP should play in solviÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÆÏÏÄ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȢ 
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187/EventType/Event
View/EventId/1066/Futureprooffarming.aspx 
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th ɀ 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
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The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector. The conference will be co-hosted by the Future 
Agricultures Consortium based at the Institute of Development Studies and the Institute of Statistical Social 
and Economic Research.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Estimating Yield of Food Crops Grown by Smallholder Farmers, IFPRI, June 2011 
With specific reference to yield estimation for food crops under smallholder farming conditions in Uganda, 
this paper evaluates the various methods that are available to estimate crop production and cropped area in 
such farming systems. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01097.pdf   
 
Media Articles: 
 
Food Security Drives Race to Lead UN Body, Financial Times, June 23 
&!/ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÒÓ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ *ÏÓï 'ÒÁÚÉÁÎÏ ÄÁ 3ÉÌÖÁȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ "ÒÁÚÉÌȭÓ ÍÕÃh -praised Zero Hunger program, and 
Miguel Ángel Moratinos, a former foreign minister of Spain, are favorites. All the top candidates are 
campaigning on a reform-oriented platform. The favorites back a speedy implementation of a 2007 
independent external evaluation, which said the body wÁÓ ÉÎ ȰÁ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÃÒÉÓÉÓȱȢ 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/fc069abc-9d8f-11e0-9a70-00144feabdc0.html  
 
In Battle Over Subsidies, Some Farmers Say No, New York Times, June 23 
Each year, the government gives farmers more than $20 billion in payments intended to stabilize crop prices, 
ensure food supply and guarantee that producers get at least a basic income. About a quarter of that money 
goes directly to farmers for crops. The subsidy database shows 62 percent of farmers receive no payments. 
Since 1995, just 10 percent of farmers have gotten 74 percent of all subsidies, the data shows. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/23/us/23crop.html 
 
Deficit-Cutting Talks Would "cripple agricultureȱ, Agri-Pulse, June 23 
Senate Budget Committee Chairman Kent Conrad, says White House and congressional budget negotiators 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÁËÅ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÆÉÃÉÔ ÒÅÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÄÅÃÉÄÉÎÇ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ 
more federal dollars should be cut from farm and conservation programs over the next decade. 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Conrad_deficit_cuts_could_cripple_agriculture_06232011.asp 
 
Innovating Our Way to a Second Green Revolution, Robert Hormats, Huffington Post, June 22 
The United States and the international community are extending support for sustainable, agriculture-led 
growth that will help people suffering around the world to lift themselves out of poverty. Sustainable 
agriculture is a powerful tool to increase the availability and accessibility of quality food and reduce poverty 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bob-hormats/innovating-our-way-to-a-s_b_882325.html 
 
Levees Save a Farmhouse, but Farming Is Still a Risk, New York Times, June 20 
The great flood of 2011 is still slowly receding from the Mississippi Delta, sitting stubbornly in some areas, 
leaving behind in others thousands of damaged homes and hundreds of millions of dollars worth of ruined 
crops. For farmers, who were expecting a banner year, it is closer to a nightmare. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/21/us/21plantation.html  
 
Should Food Irradiation Return to the Table?, Los Angeles Times, June 19 
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In the wake of Europe's recent E. coli outbreak, in which sprouts contaminated with a particularly vicious 
strain killed 36 people and sickened thousands, food safety officials are asking once again what more can be 
done to curb the spread of food-borne illnesses. 
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-he-food-irradiation-20110619,0,3891910.story 
 
Liberia's President Sirleaf: 'We've made progress but there's much more to do', Guardian, June 18 
The agriculture concessions start with clearing land, with building nurseries. Their planting starts one year 
later, and then they keep growing every year and keep expanding. At the same time, we're trying, through 
small and medium size business support, to encourage Liberians to go into farming. Agriculture is the 
mainstay of our economy. It's hard work and the risks are high, and that's proved to be a deterrent for many 
people. But we want to encourage that so we can have food security here. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/jun/18/liberia-president-interview-progress-
challenges-elections 
 
Food Ark, National Geographic, June 2011 
! ÃÒÉÓÉÓ ÉÓ ÌÏÏÍÉÎÇȡ 4Ï ÆÅÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ need to double food production. Luckily we still 
have the seeds and breeds to ensure our future food supplyɂbut we must take steps to save them. 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/07/food-ark/richardson-photography 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Clinton: Civilian Surge Will also be Drawn Down, Foreign Policy, June 23 
The State Department and USAID have more than tripled the number of diplomats, development 
professionals, and other experts in Afghanistan since 2009, resulting in economic growth, less opium 
production, and greater educational opportunities for Afghans. The focus going forward will be on diplomacy 
and supporting a reconciliation process that separates the insurgents from the terrorists, she added. 
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/06/23/clinton_civilian_surge_will_also_be_drawn_down 
 
Why Gadhafi's Fall Is in America's Interests, Opinion, Paul Wolfowitz, Wall Street Journal, June 23 
Libya may not rise to the level of a "vital interest," as Secretary of Defense Robert Gates and others have 
assured us, but preventing it from becoming a haven for terrorists if Gadhafi survives comes very close. And 
while Libya is not as important as Egypt, as Vice President Joe Biden has told us, what happens in Libya 
affects Egypt and much of the Arab world. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304791204576402050123596100.html  
 
U.S. Troop Cut may also Bring Risky Cuts in Afghan Aid, Reuters, June 23 
President Barack Obama's Afghanistan troop withdrawal is likely to be accompanied by cuts in billions of 
dollars of civilian aid. U.S. aid has fallen from $4.2 billion in 2010 to a budgeted $2.5 billion this year and 
could fall further because of an increasingly skeptical U.S. Congress. Total international aid of around $10 
billion may drop by half. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/23/us-usa-afghanistan-aid-idUSTRE75M0PJ20110623 
 
Rethinking Civilian Assistance in Afghanistan, Opinion, Desaix Myers, New York Times, June 23 
In the last 18 months, the United States Agency for International Development has increased its staff in 
!ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ τππ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ρππ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÉÖÉÌÉÁÎ ȰÕÐÌÉÆÔȱ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ /ÂÁÍÁȭÓ 
2009 military surge. They manage a $9 billion portfolio of projects being carried out by 26,000 Afghans and 
6,000 people from other nations, all working at some risk. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/24/opinion/24iht-edmyers24.html 
 
Stretching the Shrinking Foreign Aid Dollar, Opinion, U.S. Representative Gerry Connolly, The Hill, June 22 
)Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÇÌÏÂÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȟ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ÍÕÓÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙ ÉÎ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ 
that support our diplomatic interests. That will require applying tougher, results-oriented metrics to the 
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delivery of foreign assistance to stretch those dollars. the federal government must take a more critical look 
at how best to deliver accountable, transparent, and sustainable development aid to countries in need and ask 
itself how best to support our national security, economic, and humanitarian goals. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/168007-stretching-the-shrinking-foreign-aid-dollar 
 
Corporations Unite to Fight for Development, Foreign Policy, June 22 
Development funding is under attack, so 50 private corporations are joining together to establish a new 
mechanism for development advocacy, called the Coalition of International Development Companies. The 
CIDC is planning an extensive outreach to lawmakers and administration officials to make the argument that 
development is a crucial element of national security and economic prosperity. 
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/06/22/corporations_unite_to_fight_for_development 
 
Victory Is the Answer in Libya, Opinion, U.S. Senators Joe Lieberman and Marco Rubio, Wall Street Journal, 
June 23 
Rather than abandoning the cause of freedom in Libya and throwing a lifeline to a vicious dictator, we should 
push toward the only acceptable outcome: the removal of the Gadhafi regime and, with it, the opportunity for 
the Libyan people to build a free and democratic society. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304070104576399923803151478.html  
 
USAID Administrator: On Tackling Food Crisis, NPR, June 22 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture says Americans spend on average 10% of their income on food, while 
those in the world's poorest countries spend over 50%. To talk more about food shortages, security and 
prices, host Michel Martin speaks with Dr. Raj Shah, the Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, which aims to provide economic and humanitarian assistance around the world. 
http://www.npr.org/2011/06/22/137342466/usaid-administrator-on-food-costs-shortages  
 
US Pledges More Foreign Aid to Fight Drug Cartels, Associated Press, June 22 
The Obama administration pledged to increase its investment in Central Americas security to nearly $300 
million to thwart the expanding activities of drugs cartels threatening to destabilize the entire region. The U.S. 
money would go toward supporting specialized anti-drug police units, crime data and intelligence gathering.  
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110622/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/lt_clinton  
 
McCain, Graham show Courage on Libya, Opinion, Nicolaus Mills, CNN, June 22 
The decisions of Republican senators John McCain and Lindsey Graham to support President Obama's 
sending of military aid to America's NATO allies in their air war against Libya's dictator Moammar Gadhafi 
are acts of political courage in a time of intense partisanship. While the president has not yet made the case 
for aiding Libya as strongly as it needs to be argued, Senator McCain in particular has. 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/06/22/mills.courage.libya/index.html 
 
Going from Voodoo to Vaccines, Opinion, Michael Gerson, CNN, June 21 
Each year millions of children under the age of 5 in the developing world die of pneumonia and diarrhea. The 
vaccines to prevent deaths from these diseases do not need to be invented -- they already exist. It costs just a 
few dollars to vaccinate against pneumococcus and rotavirus. It is arguably the most cost-effective health 
intervention in the world. 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/06/21/gerson.vaccines.africa/ 
 
David Brooks' Shot at Foreign Aid, TPM, June 21 
David Brooks crams a lot of issues into his critique today of US reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan. Brooks 
is correct that progress in other countries proceeds along different tracks and time lines. But for every time 
Secretary Clinton has talked about the varied tools in the smart power tool box, she has also highlighted the 
challenge of working simultaneously on "the urgent, the important, and the long-term." 
http://tpmcafe.talkingpointsmemo.com/2011/06/21/david_brooks_shot_at_foreign_aid/ 
 
Doing Right by the Poorest Countries, Editorial, New York Times, June 21  
4ÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÏ-called development round of trade 
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negotiations, billed as an effort to open markets in rich counÔÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÐÏÏÒÅÓÔ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
to help them rise out of destitution. The promise was empty. The talks imploded when big trading nations 
failed to agree on a deal to reduce tariffs. Much of the blame for this disaster rightly falls on the US. But all big 
trading nations should give more.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/21/opinion/21tue2.html   
 
Overseas Aid Spend is Woefully Short, BBC, June 21  
The Archbishop of York has said the UK's spending on overseas aid is "still woefully short of what is needed". 
He acknowledged the UK spends 0.7% of its GDP on foreign aid programmes, which was more than most 
other developed nations provide, but he said it was still "woefully short". 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13822416 
 
Smart Power Setback, Opinion, David Brooks, Washington Post, June 20 
The U.S. spent roughly $19 billion to promote development in Afghanistan. In some spheres the results have 
been impressive. But when it comes to laying the foundation for economic growth and stability, the results 
have been discouraging. The influx of aid has, in many cases, created dependency, fed corruption, contributed 
to insecurity and unÄÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÓÔ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/21/opinion/21brooks.html 
 
Farewell to GOP interventionism?, Opinion, Joe Scarborough, Politico, June 20 
The US cannot continue to exhaust its limited resources on being an occupying power while China invests in 
business, education and infrastructure. A new battle has begun, and it has nothing to do with missiles.  
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57363.html 
 
Afghanistan’s Last Locavores, Opinion, Patricia McArdle, New York Times, June 19 
During the 12 months I spent as a State Department political adviser in northern Afghanistan, I was dismayed 
ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÌÁÂÏÒ-intensive agricultural and construction 
practices, the United States is using many of its aid dollars to transform this fragile agrarian society into a 
consumer-oriented, mechanized, fossil-fuel-based economy. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/20/opinion/20mcardle.html  
 
Charitable Giving Rose Last Year for First Time Since 2007, New York Times, June 19 
Individuals, companies and philanthropic institutions made gifts and pledges totaling an estimated $290.89 
billion in 2010, a 2.1 percent increase on an inflation-adjusted basis over a revised estimate of $284.85 billion 
the previous year. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/20/business/20charity.html  
 
UN Official Calls for North Korea Aid, AFP, June 17 
A senior UN called for urgent aid to North Korea, pleading with international donors to overlook political 
difficulties in the face of a humanitarian crisis. In Washington, the House of Representatives voted to bar US 
food aid to North Korea, with lawmakers charging that the assistance would prop up the communist regime 
instead of feeding the hungry. 
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110617/wl_asia_afp/nkoreaunfoodaidpoliticsaustralia 
 
Money May Change U.S. Calculations Abroad, NPR, June 17 
As budget concerns multiply, money worries have entered the debate over foreign policy strategy. Foreign 
assistance is never as politically popular as programs that benefit, say, farmers or schoolchildren. At a time 
when budgets are being cut, political logic seems to dictate cutting programs that mainly benefit people 
overseas. Especially in countries that lawmakers have grown wary about. 
http://m.npr.org/news/front/137247190  
 
In Foreign Aid to Egypt and Tunisia, Questions Loom, International Business Times, June 17 
Most of the international aid will come in the form of loans tied to reforms to make the societies more open 
and transparent. But such conditions can only go so far. Imposing overly rigid requirements for the aid risks 
compromising the spirit of self-determination underlying the Arab Spring. 
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http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/164845/20110617/arab-spring-egypt-tunisia-foreign-aid-foreign-
assistance.htm 
 
Tony Blair: Africa needs Stronger Governments to Emerge from Poverty, Guardian, June 17 
The former prime minister is urging a wavering British public to recognize that aid has worked and he 
applauds the Conservatives for continuing with the Labor policy to increase aid as a proportion of UK GDP. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2011/jun/17/tony-blair-stronger-african-governments 
 
Ivory Coast to Probe Violence, Gets Aid, UPI, June 16 
Washington announced it was pledging $7.5 million in humanitarian aid for internally displaced persons in 
Ivory Cost and Ivorian refugees in Liberia. More than 1,000 people were killed during the post-election 
violence in Ivory Coast. 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2011/06/16/Ivory-Coast-to-probe-violence-gets-aid/UPI-
73261308240656/  
 
India Nurturing Ties with Old, Poorer Allies, Washington Post, June 11 
India is rediscovering its old friends in the underdeveloped world, hoping to secure natural resources and a 
permanent spot on the Security Council. India has advocated the interests of these countries at international 
summits and announced loans and grants, as well as plans for rail lines, information technology centers, 
virtual universities and telemedicine facilities. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/india-restores-ties-with-old-poorer-
allies/2011/06/11/AGzdfOaH_story.html 
 
Make Aid Transparent Campaign, Publish What You Want Fund, June 2011 
Aid is a scarce and precious resource. When spent well, it saves lives, puts kids into school, and promotes 
long-term development. But at the moment no one knows exactly where aid money is going, or what impact it 
is having. This undermines the potential of aid and its effectiveness. We need as many people as possible to 
join the call for aid transparency so that governments feel compelled to keep their promises. Sign the petition 
calling on donors to make their aid more transparent at www.makeaidtransparent.org.   
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Reports: 
 
States Cannot Bypass E.P.A. on Power Plant Emissions, New York Times, June 21 
The Supreme Court ruled out a federal lawsuit by states and conservation groups trying to force cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions from power plants. The court said that the authority to seek reductions in 
emissions rests with the Environmental Protection Agency, not the courts. Justice Ginsburg said the Clean Air 
Act gives the EPA authority to regulate carbon-dioxide emissions from power plants. 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2011/06/20/business/AP-US-Supreme-Court-Climate-Change.html 

SEE ALSO: The Carbon Ruling, Editorial, New York Times, June 22 
4ÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔȭÓ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÃÌÁÒÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ɂ vindicating the Clean Air Act, which is 
under siege in the House, and increasing pressure on the EPA to carry out its authority to regulate 
greenhouse gases under that act.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/22/opinion/22wed2.html 
SEE ALSO: Court Blocks States' Greenhouse-Gas Suit, Wall Street Journal, June 20, 2011 
The justices split 4-4 on related legal questions, leaving open the possibility that states could revive 
their action if the Obama administration fails to issue a final emissions rule by May 2012. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304070104576397570856062518.html 

 
Implementing the Global State of the Ocean, International Programme on the State of the Ocean, June 20 
The report will summaries the current state of the Ocean, comparing it with the estimated intact state, and 
will outline what may be expected in the future given current climate change predictions, levels of fishing and 
other human exploitation, as well as the degradation of biological and non-biological resources and other 
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impacts to marine ecosystems. 
http://www.stateoftheocean.org/pdfs/ipso_report_051208web.pdf 

SEE ALSO: 'Shocking' State of Seas Threatens Mass Extinction, Guardian, June 20, 2011  
Overfishing, pollution, run-off of fertilizers from farming and the acidification of the seas caused by 
increasing carbon dioxide emissions are combining to put marine creatures in extreme danger. There 
was a "high risk of entering a phase of extinction of marine species unprecedented in human history". 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/jun/20/marine-life-oceans-extinction-threat 
SEE ALSO: World's Oceans in 'Shocking' Decline, BBC, June 20, 2011 
They conclude that issues such as over-fishing, pollution and climate change are acting together in 
ways that have not previously been recognized. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13796479 

 
Agricultural Management for Climate Change Adaptation, Greenhouse Gas Mitigation, and 
Agricultural Productivity, IFPRI, June 2011 
This paper examines these issues for smallholder producers in Kenya. The results suggest that agricultural 
investments targeted towards triple-win strategies will have the greatest payoff in terms of increased 
resilience of farm and pastoralist households to climate change, rural development, and climate change 
mitigation for generations to come. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01098.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
New Initiative Aims to Meet Food and Climate Change Concerns, Voice of America, June 24 
Boosting agriculture, ×ÈÉÌÅ ÒÅÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÇÒÅÅÎÈÏÕÓÅ ÇÁÓ ÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅw Global Research 
Alliance. It will aim to expand current know-how, while developing new methods and technologies to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/decapua-global-research-alliance-24jun11-
124486764.html  
 
Climate of Denial, Opinion, Al Gore, Rolling Stone, June 22 
The climate crisis, in reality, is a struggle for the soul of America. It is about whether or not we are still 
capable ɂ given the ill health of our democracy and the current dominance of wealth over reason ɂ of 
perceiving important and complex realities clearly enough to promote and protect the sustainable well-being 
of the many. What hangs in the balance is the future of civilization as we know it. 
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/climate-of-denial-20110622 

SEE ALSO: Gore Criticizes Obama on Climate, New York Times, June 22, 2011 
Mr. Gore said that in the face of well-financed attacks from fossil fuel industries and denial and delay 
ÆÒÏÍ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎÓ ÉÎ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȟ -ÒȢ /ÂÁÍÁ ÈÁÄ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÃÔ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÉÅÓ ÏÎ 
climate change and energy. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/23/science/earth/23gore.html  
SEE ALSO: Al Gore’s Rallying Call: ‘Climate crisis is a Struggle for the Soul of America’, Guardian, 
June 23 
Gore argues that "Polluters and Ideologues" have captured US politics to the extent that reason and 
the common good can no longer win out in debates. Why does this matter when it comes to climate 
change? Because without the US, the world's biggest historical polluter, on board genuine action on a 
global scale is unlikely. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/damian-carrington-blog/2011/jun/23/al-gore-climate-
us-politics-protest 

 
GOP Rips Plan for Climate Office, Washington Times, June 22 
(ÏÕÓÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎÓ ÃÈÁÒÇÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ /ÂÁÍÁ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ Á ȰÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȱ ÆÏÒ 
$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÎ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ×ÁÒÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÏÌÉÄÁÔÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ Á ÎÅ× ȰÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȱ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÅÒÃÅ $ÅÐÁrtment.  
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/jun/22/gop-rips-plan-for-climate-office/ 
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One Year after its Worst Flooding, is Pakistan Ready for Monsoon Season?, Christian Science Monitor, 
June 22 
Almost one year after the worst floods in its history, 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȭÓ response to major flooding predicted for next 
ÍÏÎÔÈ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÄÅÅÐ ÆÌÁ×Ó ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙȢ ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÆÌÏÏÄÓ 
covered almost a quarter of the country, killing some 2,000 people and affecting upward of 20 million. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-South-Central/2011/0622/One-year-after-its-worst-flooding-is-
Pakistan-ready-for-monsoon-season  
 
Tory MEPs Defy Cameron over Greenhouse Gas Targets, Guardian, June 21 
David Cameron is facing a revolt from Conservative members of the European parliament against the 
coalition's environmental policies, as they try to scupper a proposed toughening of Europe's climate targets. 
The commitment to a 30% cut is in the coalition agreement, and has won support from other member states. 
But British Conservative MEPs said they would vote to oppose the 30% cut.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2011/jun/21/greenhouse-gas-targets-eu-vote  
 
Environmentalists Push to Keep U.S., Others from Oil Drilling in Arctic, Washington Times, June 21 
Environmentalists are toiling to stop a modern-day gold rush at the top of the world, as the U.S. and four 
other countries scramble to stake claims to potentially vast oil riches under the frozen waters of the Arctic 
Ocean. The U.S. Geological Survey estimates that the Arctic region contains 90 billion barrels of oil, 
representing about 13 percent of the undiscovered petroleum in the world. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/jun/21/environmentalists-keep-us-others-oil-drill-artic/ 
 
China Says It's Committed to Low-Carbon Economy, New York Times, June 21 
China announces a conference to discuss how to address climate change, while conveying to the world that 
China is determined to develop a low-carbon economy. 
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2011/06/21/world/asia/AP-Climate-China-Conference.html  
 
Chilean Court Blocks Plan for Patagonia Dam Project, New York Times, June 21 
Critics contend that the project is environmentally destructive and unnecessary. The complex would be built 
in a region of Patagonia known for breathtaking glaciers and lakes that draws thousands of tourists a year. 
But Chile is struggling to secure energy supplies to keep up with its economic growth. The country will need 
to double its capacity to generate electricity over the next 10 to 15 years. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/21/world/americas/21chile.html  
 
Will Bolivia make the Breakthrough on Food Security and the Environment?, The Guardian, June 20 
The government says it will invest $500m in sustainable policies that guarantee the local and self-sufficient 
production of high quality food, while preserving and respecting the country's immense biodiversity. A key 
part of the proposals in this "food revolution" is Bolivia's intention to produce its own seeds. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jun/20/bolivia-food-security-
prices-agriculture  
 
UN Project Shows How Trees Help Halt Desertification, BBC, June 20 
The Food and Agriculture Organization Acacia project's goal is to show how trees provide, food, fuel, shelter 
and income during times of hardship. So far, six nations - including Senegal and Sudan - have hosted tree 
planting schemes for at-risk communities. Projections show that more than half of the cultivated agricultural 
area in Africa could be unusable by the year 2050. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13767255 
 
Amid Texas Drought, High-Stakes Battle Over Water, New York Times, June 20 
With Texas Gripped by Drought, Water Levels have Receded in Lake Buchanan in Central Texas and Lake 
Travis. The two lakes now hold 28 percent less water than their long-term average. The current drought has 
heightened the stakes in an already contentious long-term planning battle over water from these lakes 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/19/us/19ttwater.html 
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Can Matt Damon Bring Clean Water To Africa?, Fast Company, June 20 
An microfinance institutions works with a local lender to loan the committee the necessary money. After the 
toilet is built, educators must teach people how to pay their loan -- as well as why they should use their new 
toilets and, for that matter, wash their hands. All this for men and women who are in a hardened caste 
system. It is especially important for the women. 
http://www.fastcompany.com/magazine/157/can-this-man-save-this-girl 
 
African Agriculture and Food Supply At Risk, AllAfrica, June 18 
Climate change and global warming are likely to have dramatically negative effects on African agriculture and 
food supply by reducing river runoffs and water recharge, especially in semi-arid zones such as Southern 
Africa. The higher average global temperatures will lengthen the agricultural growing season in northern 
temperate zones. But climate change will shorten the growing season almost everywhere else. 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201106180003.html  
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Reports: 
 
State of World's Midwifery 2011: Delivering Health, Saving Lives, UNFPA, June 2011 
The report provides the first comprehensive analysis of midwifery services and issues in countries where the 
needs are greatest. The report provides new information and data gathered from 58 countries. Its analysis 
confirms that the world lacks some 350,000 skilled midwives to fully meet the needs of women around the 
world. The report explores a range of issues related to building up this key health workforce. 
http://www.unfpa.org/sowmy/report/home.html 

SEE ALSO: UN Says More Midwives Could Save Millions of Lives, Washington Times, June 20 
More and better trained midwives could help save millions of lives in many countries with high death 
rates among newborns and women giving birth. Dozens of aid, development and educational 
institutions endorsed a U.N. Population Fund study that said governments, donors and others must 
invest in and respect midwives. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/jun/20/un-says-more-midwives-could-save-
millions-of-lives/ 

 
Preventing Gender-Biased Sex Selection, World Health Organization, June 2011 
This interagency statement reaffirms the commitment of United Nations agencies to encourage and support 
efforts by States, international and national organizations, civil society and communities to uphold the rights 
of girls and women and to address the multiple manifestations of gender discrimination including the 
problem of imbalanced sex ratios caused by sex selection. 
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/gender_rights/9789241501460/en/index.html 
 
Media Articles: 
 
UN Chief Urges Societies to Empower Widows to Play Meaningful Role in Society, UN News Center, June 
23 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged societies to ease the hardship that widows endure when their 
husbands die by respecting their rights to such social entitlements as access to inheritance, land tenure, 
employment and other means of livelihood. The Secretary-General noted that of the approximately 245 
million widows in the world, more than 115 million live in extreme poverty. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38813  
 
DR Congo Mass Rape: Ex-Rebels Accused in Fizi, BBC, June 23 
Aid workers are investigating reports that at least 60 women have been raped near the eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo town of Fizi. The mass rapes were allegedly committed by a group of ex-rebels who 
recently deserted the army, which they had joined under a peace deal. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13887507 
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For Soldiers, Death Sees No Gender Lines, New York Times, June 22 
In AfghanisÔÁÎȟ ÍÏÓÔ ×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÅÄ ×ÅÒÅ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ 
ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ÊÏÂÓȢ 7ÁÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÏ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÌÉÎÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÕÔ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÈÁÒÍȭÓ ×ÁÙ ÍÏÒÅ 
than ever before, blurring the boundaries between combat jobs that are outlawed for women, and support 
jobs that are often as dangerous and in some cases even more so. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/22/world/asia/22afghanistan.html  
 
Clinton Adds Her Voice in Support of Saudi Women, New York Times, June 21 
In a series of letters and statements this month, a coalition of Saudi activists has pressed Mrs. Clinton to use 
ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÂÕÌÌÙ ÐÕÌÐÉÔ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÔÓ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȭÓ ÂÁÎȟ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ 
ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÏÕÔȢ 4ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ÄÉÄȢ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ 
ÉÓ ÂÒÁÖÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȟȱ -ÒÓȢ #ÌÉÎÔÏÎ ÓÁÉÄȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÁÓËÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÍȢ 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/22/world/middleeast/22clinton.html 
 
Horror Story of Pakistani Woman Forced to Parade Naked, BBC, June 20 
Police in Pakistan arrested several men for stripping a middle-aged woman naked and parading her in a 
village after one of the offenders accused her son of having illicit relations with his wife. In Pakistan, targeting 
a woman for the alleged crimes of her family members is not uncommon. There are regular reports of feuds 
being settled through women being burned with acid, mutilated, raped or even killed. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-13847296  
 
Women Farmers and Fuelwood Carriers, Opinion, Rina Jimenez-David, Philippine Daily Inquirer, June 19 
On average, each woman earns about 300 Birr a month, with profits from selling vegetables, milk and 
chickens pooled and then divided. Some husbands would complain about their wives being out of the home 
ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ȰÂÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ×Å ÂÒÉÎÇ ÈÏÍÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÙȢȱ !ÓËÅÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅÒ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÉÓȟ %ÈÅÔ 
7ÏÌÄÅ ÓÁÙÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÈÅÒ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ȰÅÍÐÏ×ÅÒÅÄȢȱ 
http://opinion.inquirer.net/6677/women-farmers-and-fuelwood-carriers 
 
Claims of Wartime Rapes Unsettle and Divide Libyans, New York Times, June 19 
The prosecutor of the International Criminal Court said that evidence was emerging that Col. Muammar al-
Qaddafi authorized his soldiers to rape Libyan women. Mr. Moreno-Ocampo cautioned that these were only 
allegations, however, and human rights investigators have since raised questions about the assertions. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/20/world/africa/20rape.html 
 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Trading in Turbulent Times, IFPRI, June 2011 
Realizing that farmers face volatile prices over the course of an agricultural year, we analyze the timing of 
sales and purchases of maize. We find that especially-poor farmers face greater losses from the maize food 
price crisis than others. The welfare impact is likely to be even more severe than previously thought, as the 
crisis hurts large households with relatively large numbers of children and women most. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01099.pdf 
 
Living on a Spike, Oxfam International, June 2011 
Key findings show that poor people do not merely cope by working harder, eating less, living more frugally, 
drawing down resources and assets, and managing on a day-to-day basis. They also respond politically: they 
contest official explanations of the causes, and they roundly criticize their governments for failing to act 
effectively. 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/grow/policy/living -spike  
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SEE ALSO: Food Price Rises Cause Discontent and Stress Among Poor, Opinion, Duncan Green and 
Naomi Hossain, Guardian, June 21 
Report reveals the overall impact of the food price spike has been to ratchet up inequality, producing 
a pattern of 'weak losers and strong winners.' The effects of rising food prices differ by gender: 
women come under more pressure to provide good meals with less food, and often go without. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global -development/poverty-matters/2011/jun/21/food -price-rises-
discontent-among-poor  

 
Estimating the Impact of Access to Infrastructure and Extension Services in Rural Nepal, IFPRI, June 
2011 
The authors evaluate the impact of public investments in these areas by using two types of data and 
methodology. Both approaches agree that investment there has a positive relationship with household 
welfare, as measured in land values, consumption growth, poverty reduction, or agricultural income growth. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/rr173.pdf  
 
Media Articles: 
 
World Bank Group Announces New Instrument to Help Food Producers and Consumers in Developing 
Nations Deal with Volatile Prices, World Bank, June 2011 
The World Bank Group announced a new risk management product to provide up to an initial $4 billion in 
protection from volatile food prices for farmers, food producers, and consumers in developing countries. This 
first-of-its-kind product will improve access to hedging instruments to shield consumers and producers of 
agricultural commodities from price volatility.  It will also protect buyers from price rises in food-related 
commodities such as wheat, sugar, cocoa, milk, live cattle, corn, soybean, and rice. 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22945434~pagePK:34370~piPK:34
424~theSitePK:4607,00.html  

SEE ALSO: World Bank in Push for Food Price Hedging, Javier Blas, Financial Times, June 21 
The initiative could prove controversial as lawmakers in countries from the US to France try to clamp 
down on what they describe as excessive speculation in commodities derivatives. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/caf1be36-9c2f-11e0-acbc-00144feabdc0.html   
SEE ALSO: World Bank to Boost ‘Hedge’ Financing for Farmers in Developing Nations, 
Washington Post, June 21 
The organization and J.P. Morgan are setting aside $200 million each to help finance what World 
"ÁÎË 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÐÌÁÉÎ ÖÁÎÉÌÌÁ ÈÅÄÇÅÓȟȱ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ-related businesses in 
developing nations to lock in prices well in advance of a harvest or commodity purchase.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/world-bank-to-boost-hedge-financing-for-
farmers-in-developing-nations/2011/06/21/AG4UdzeH_story.html  

 
Japan set to lift 72-year Ban on Rice Futures Trading, Financial Times, June 24 
Japan is poised to reintroduce the trading of rice futures for the first time in nearly three-quarters of a 
century. The Japanese rice market has a strong domestic focus given the extremely high tariffs the 
government imposes on rice imports. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/cbd7fdd2-9e56-11e0-8e61-00144feabdc0.html 
 
As Food Speculators Make Money, the World's Poorest Suffer, CNN, June 22 
When food prices rise, it's the poor who pay the biggest cost. Speculation by banks and hedge funds on the 
future price of food translates into real and extreme price hikes on the ground. Higher food prices mean that 
the most deprived people go hungry and reduce their spending on essentials. 
http://www.cnn.com/2011/OPINION/06/22/food.speculation.hikes.price/index.html 
 
Investment in Agriculture and Access to Markets will Help to Feed the World, Guardian, June 20 
Ensuring global food security entails weighing a series of related but independent challenges to identify 
possible synergies and opportunity costs. These include health and nutritional values, accessibility and 
affordability, and farmer livelihoods and rural development. What brings these variables together is 
agricultural markets ɀ specifically, how they function and how and when they fail. 
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jun/20/agriculture-market-access-
to-feed-world 
 
Russian Farmers on Track to Increase Food Exports, VOA News June 20 
Russian wheat yields are at the level American farm yields were in the 1930s. But gradually, Russian farmers 
are adopting better seeds, better fertilizers, and more efficient machinery. The John Deere factory patio has 
more than 100 new combines awaiting shipment to Russian farmers. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/europe/Russian-Farmers-on-Track-to-Increase-Food-Exports-
124199529.html 
 
Deadly Floods Drive up Food Prices in China, Wall Street Journal, June 20 
Flooding has killed at least 175 people and is causing significant damage to vegetable crops, adding to upward 
pressure on food prices at a time when the government is battling to contain inflation. China goes through 
regular cycles of drought and flooding, and both have been relatively severe over the past year. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303936704576396853768579970.html 
 
Russia says WTO Entry Talks may be Delayed by Years, Reuters, June 18 
Russia applied to join the WTO's predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, in June 1993 and 
its $1.5 trillion economy is by far the largest economy outside the 153-member Organization. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/18/us-russia-wto-idUSTRE75H1IF20110618 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
CarVal Investors to Launch its First Japan Property Fund, Reuters, June 21 
Its parent company, agribusiness giant Cargill Inc, has already committed $200 million of seed money and the 
fund will have a life of total five years including two years of investment period. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/21/us-property-summit-carval-idUSTRE75K1Q720110621 
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