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Remarks at African Union, Hillary Clinton, U.S. Secretary of State, June 13, 2011

For more information:

- The Global Food for ThoughBlog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for Thought can be found on the Initiative’'s websit
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Food for Thoughtveekly, please register here.
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CONTENTS

Key Articles and Reports

Relevant U.S. Administration and Congressional Activities
Upcoming Events

Agricultural Issues

Foreign Assistance

Environment (Water/Climate)
Women & Girls

Market Access and Trade Issues
Agribusiness

KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2011-2020, FAO, June 2011

This outlook is cautiously optimistic that commodity prices will fall from their 2010-11 levels, as markets
respond to these higher prices and the opportunities for increased profitability that they afford. Harvests this
year are critical, but restoring market balances may take some time. Until stocks can be rebuilt, risks of
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further upside price volatility remain high.

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user upload/newsroom/docs/Outlookflyer.pdf
SEE ALSO: Food Prices to Stay High This Decade on Demand, Slowing Output, Bloomberg, June 17
As higher commodity prices are passed on in the food chain, food inflation is on the increase in most
countries, reducing purchasing power for poorer populations and raising concerns about economic
stability and food insecurity in some developing countrles

lowmg output-un- oecd -say.html
SEE ALSO: Agencies See Decade of High Food Prices, Wall Street Journal, June 17

Fuelled by the increasing taste for meat in the developing world, poultry is expected to cost 30%
more than in the previous decade while pork will be some 20% higher. Cereal prices are expected to
become more expensive as a result, averaging a fifth higher over the next decade.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303823104576391130488194502.html

SEE ALSO: Food Prices: How High will They go by 2020?, Guardian, June 17

Food prices have rocketed. Find out what will happen to them next.

http: //www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/2011/jun/17 /food-prices-projections-oecd

The Future of Funding: Development Aid as an Investment, Dan Silverstein, Huffington Post, June 14
There is an intriguing dynamic developing in our nation's capital among the three major influences that could
end up changing the future of American aid to developing countries. One is Congresswoman Kay Granger.
Another is Rajiv Shah, Administrator of the US Agency for International Development. And then there is the
Chicago Council on Global Affairsthat has assumed the role of arbiter of the quality of the U.S. government's
leadership in global agricultural development.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-silverstein/the-future-of-funding-dev b 877065.html

Feed the Future Announcement at Mlandizi Farm Women's Cooperative, Hillary Clinton, Secretary of
State, U.S. Department of State, June 12

The accelerated investments [ am here to announce today demonstrate our commitment to you. Subject to
congressional approval, the United States will invest nearly $70 million in agricultural development and food
security in Tanzania. This is a 14-times-greater investment than we made in 2008 and 2009. And we are also
investing in nutritional programs. And this morning I was pleased to announce we are increasing our
nutritional funding 4 times over to $6.7 million.

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/06/165957.htm

SEE ALSO: US Boosting Funds to Improve Nutrition in Tanzania, VOA News, June 12

It is part of a program called Feed the Futurevhich promotes private sector involvement in
increasing and diversifying agricultural production with the help of firms including General Mills,
Unilever, and Land 'O Lakes.
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Clinton-US-Boosting-Funds-to-Improve-Nutrition-

in-Tanzania-123718874.html

SEE ALSO: Remarks at African Union, June 13
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/06/166028.htm

SEE ALSO: Remarks at African Growth and Opportunity Forum, June 10
http: //www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/06/165924.htm

Rajiv Shah: Our Aid Work is for the American People, Guardian, June 15

The appreciation must make a change from the fierce battle in Washington over USAID's budget, which is the
target of a House of Representatives bill for $121m in cuts. At a time of economic hardship in the US, opinion
surveys show aid's unprecedented unpopularity. One of Shah's biggest challenges right now, he told the
Guardlan is persuading the American people that aid is in thelr lnterests

Countering Drought, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council
on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, June 17

This growing season in south-central Kenya has been a good test for the new drought tolerant maize varieties

being bred in Africa. This is a semi-arid area, but this year they can drop the semi. Farmers report only three
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short periods of rain since the Febr uar Wotlgngdketnyy ng t i me.
neighbors,” says f ar Heeweep$hishahdtqpdirddtghe dyeafinst t@his maize and then

toward a neighbor’s plot.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/06 /roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-countering-drought.html

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

House Approves Agriculture Funding Bill for FY 2012, House Committee on Appropriations, June 16
The legislation funds the various programs within the Department of Agriculture and related agencies, and
totals $125.5 billion in both discretionary and mandatory funding, a reduction of more than $7 billion from
the President’s request. The bill reduces d+aswefeti onar
more than $5 billion from the President’'s request.
http://appropriations.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=247105
SEE ALSO: Full-Text: H.R. 2112, Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act 2012, June 2011
The proposed bill would authorize $1.04 billion for international food aid through the P.L. 480 Title II
Grants Program (Food for Peace) and an additional $180.0 million for the McGovern-Dole
International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program.
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CRPT-112hrpt101/pdf/CRPT-112hrpt101.pdf
SEE ALSO: House Passes $125.5 Billion Agriculture Spending Bill, Wall Street Journal, June 16
Spending on the USDA's Women Infants and Children program was lowered by $685 million, an
action that Democrats warned would leave hundreds of thousands of people without needed
assistance. Republicans argued that there are contingency funds that would make sure no one would
be left without needed aid.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304186404576389923669966928.html
SEE ALSO: Agriculture Bill Narrowly Clears House, Politico, Junel6
A $17.25 billion agriculture and nutrition bill narrowly cleared the House after deep cuts from food
aid triggered a backlash against commodity programs — spelling more trouble for the farm lobby at
a time of high deficits. as food aid programs — at home and abroad — are targeted for major
reductions, this has strained old alliances for the farm lobby even as Republicans have felt less
committed to agriculture — and traditional farm powerhouses like the ethanol lobby.
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/57180.html

Senate Vote Hits US Ethanol Industry, Financial Times, June 17
The Senate voted 73-27 to repeal the 45 cent per gallon tax credit for blending corn ethanol with
conventional fuel and the 54 cent per gallon tariff on imports, in an amendment added to an unrelated bill.
While that amendment is unlikely to pass into law, it puts down a marker that those supports are unlikely to
be extended when they come up for renewal at the end of the year.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/62eeffce-986f-11e0-94d7-00144feab49a.html
SEE ALSO: Senate looks at Plans to cut Ethanol Subsidies, Reuters, June6lL
The Senate voted overwhelmingly to eliminate $6 billion in subsidies for the ethanol industry,
although the measure must clear high political hurdles before it would take effect. While farmers and
the ethanol industry like biofuels programs, the incentives have been targeted by environmentalists
and lawmakers looking to cut spending, as well as the World Bank, which says they are driving up
world food prices
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/16 /us-usa-senate-ethanol-factbox-
idUSTRE75F60920110616
SEE ALSO: Senate Ethanol Vote Signals 11l Wind for Other Energy Subsidies, Bloomberg, June 17
The vote would likely encourage lawmakers to zero in on other energy tax breaks.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-17/senate-ethanol-vote-signals-ill-wind-for-other-
energy-subsidies.html

A Food Security Strategy We can't Afford Not to Fund, Opinion, Lael BrainardUndersecretary for
International Affairs, U.S. Treasury Departme@uardian, June 16
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Finding ways to reduce this vulnerability is important, but to address food security, our actions need to go
beyond a focus on short-term volatility. We need to look at the fundamental factors driving food prices:
demand and supply. The world is confronting population growth, while supply and production is constrained
by climate change, water scarcity and lack of technology, especially among smallholder farmers.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/jun/16 /food-security-anti-povert

Senator Lindsey Graham on the War on Terror, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, June 15

The military-civilian partnership is not going to survive if Congress becomes an isolationist body. Now is the

time to pour it on. We have momentum in the region. The signal that the president sent to the world,
particularly the terrorists, was that there’s no place
justice. | cannot tell you ho wlosinggraotmentum ifveedoendtevatchit n Af gh a
So what I would like to see this summer is Congress to fully fund the civilian side as well as the military side.
http://carnegieendowment.org/files/0615carnegie-graham.pdf

Undersecretary of the Treasury Lael Brainard testifies before the House Subcommittee on
International Monetary Policy and Trade, House Financial Services Committee, June 14

Each $1 dollar that the U.S. contributes to replenish IDA and the AFDF leverages $25 dollars of multilateral
development investments—to fight hunger and disease, bring education and opportunity to those who have
been left out and left behind, stabilize fragile states, support freedom and democratic transitions, and tackle
global challenges like tsunamis, earthquakes, and climate change. And the multiplier effect of our capital
contributions is even more dramatic.

http://financialservices.house.gov/UploadedFiles/061411brainard.pdf

White House Outlines Opposition to Ag Appropriations Bill, Agri-Pulse, June 13

Just one day before the measure will be debated on the House floor, the Obama Administration raised serious

concerns about the content of H.R. 2112, which provides funds for USDA, the Food and Drug Administration

and related agencies through 2012. The Administration
and political provisions that are beyond thescopeo f f unding | egi sl ation.”
http://www.agri-pulse.com /White House opposes Ag appropriations 06132011.as

Ambassador Ryan C. Crocker testifies before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, June 8

Working together with the Government of Afghanistan and our coalition partners, including many Muslim
majority nations, we have made significant progress, but this progress is still fragile and reversible. Enormous
challenges remain. Failure in some of these areas can mean failure of the state and the creation of an
environment in which our strategic enemies can regroup. As Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has noted, we
walked away from Afghanistan once in 1989 with disastrous consequences. We cannot afford to do so again.
http://foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Crocker%20Testimony.pdf

UPCOMING EVENTS

Cracking the Nut Conference: Overcoming Obstacles to Rural and Agricultural Finance

Date: June 20st—21nd, 2011

Location Washington, DC

Register now to participate in the Cracking the Nut Conference. Conference registrations will close in 10 days

onMay15t. The Conference will wunite the world’'s [ eading r|
collaborative pursuit of learning, leverage and large scale change. This conference is aimed at practitioners,

private sector professionals, policymakers, funders, researchers, and other rural and agricultural finance

professionals. To learn more about the themes we will be addressing and speakers, see our agenda.

The World Food Prize Laureate Announcement Ceremony

Date: June 21, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

The World Food Prize will officially announce the names of the 2011 World Food Prize winners at a ceremony
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at the U.S. State Department. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton will speak at the event, which
focuses on progress being made in global food security. Mark your calendar, and check
www.worldfoodprize.org to learn about this year's honorees.

Feed the Future Research Forum: Engaging the Research Community

Date June 21-23, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.

APLU is organizing the forum in collaboration with the Board for International Food and Agriculture, in

coordination with the U.S. Agency for International Development and the U.S. Department of Agriculture .

Feed the Future is the international agriculture initiative of the Obama Administration and the forum is a key

step in providing input about the initiative’'s overall
http://www.aplu.org/page.aspx?pid=2054

Agricultural Value Chain Finance Training

Date: June 22nd - 23rd, 2011

Location: The QED Group , Washington, D.C.

Right after the Cracking the Nut Conference, participate in the 2-day Agricultural Value Chain Finance
Training, lead by Calvin Miller, FAO and Stephanie Charitonenko. You will learn about developing
commercially attractive financial services that meet the needs of the various actors in the value chain and
how a value chain focus can result in market growth and reduced credit risk. To learn more, visit here.

Food Security, Health and Impact Conference

Date:June 22nd - June 24t, 2011

Location: Leeds, United Kingdom

The Africa College, a research partnership between IITA, ICIPE and University of Leeds is holding an
international conference to share lessons on translating research results into impact for food security,
nutrition and human health. The conference includes knowledge brokering sessions and workshops and is
asking two questions: How can the results of basic science and inter-disciplinary research lead to increased
impact on food security and human health?; and, How can partnerships between research and development
organisations deliver innovation and impact? Sponsorship for African participants is available. For more
details see: http://www.africacollege.leeds.ac.uk/

Nigeria: Seizing a Historic Opportunity

Date: June 24, 2011

Location: The Chicago Club, Chicago, IL

His Excellency Adebowale Ibidapo Adegfuye, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to the United

States Join the Chicago Council on Global Affairs for a discussion with the Ambassador of Nigeria, His

Excell ency Adebowale I bidapo Adefuye, for a discussion
and on how Africa is on the cusp of a major transformation.

Register Here.

International Policy Summit

Date: June 27-28, 2011

Location: Brussels, Belgium

A few hundred key stakeholders will meet to explore the shared opportunities and challenges for long-term

economic growth between the two continents. Issues under discussion will also include investment and the

role of companies in Africa, governanceand | eader shi p, the best way to manag:
the healthcare and education strategies needed to raise living standards, as well as the best way to tackle food

security and to improve the continent agricultural prospects.

Event Website is available here.

Conservation Science and Policy

Date: July 17th —20th, 2011

Locaion: Washington, DC

The theme of the meeting is, “Conservation Science and
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focus for this year’s meeting is exploring ways to i mp]
and application at local, national, and international scales. Secretary Glickman will share his thoughts and

personal experiences on the long-term implications of food and agricultural policy on conversation in the

United States and around the world.

http://www.swcs.org/

World Food Prize 25th Anniversary

Date October 12th —14th, 2011

Location: Des Moines, [A

The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at
www.worldfoodprize.org.

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th —15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector. The conference will be co-hosted by the Future
Agricultures Consortium based at the Institute of Development Studies and the Institute of Statistical Social
and Economic Research.

http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.ph

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Reports:

Putting Nature Back into Agriculture: Save and Grow Farming Model, FAO, June 2011
FAO announced the launch of a major new initiative intended to produce more food for a growing world
population in an environmentally sustainable way. FAO's call for sustainable crop production intensification,
more than half a century after the Green Revolution of the 1960s, is contained in a new book, Save and Grow
http://www.fao.org/ag/save-and-grow
SEE ALSO: Sustainable Farming Needed to Feed the World, Wall Street Journal, June 13
A new initiative argues that decades of intensive f
causmg land degradatlon sapping water supplies and contributing massively to climate change.

Rising Food Prices are Changing What We Eat reveals new Global Food Survey, Oxfam International, June
15

People across the world are changing what they eat because of the rising cost of food. 54 percent of overall
respondents and a majority of people in most countries surveyed said they are not eating the same food as
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they did two years ago —the period before the current food price crisis began. Globally 39 percent of those
who said their diet had changed blamed the rising price of food and 33 percent cited health reasons.
http://www.oxfam.org/en/grow/pressroom/pressrelease/2011-06-15/rising-food-prices-changing-what-

we-eat-new-global-food-survey

Media Articles:

Pulling the Plug on Ethanol, Richard C. Longworth, Senior Fellow, Global MidwBktg, June 17

The end may be in sight for government subsidies for corn ethanol. It's a hard thing for a native lowan to say,
but it's about time. Always a boondoggle, these subsidies have now become a boondoggle that we -- the
United States and the world -- can no longer afford.
http://globalmidwest.typepad.com/global-midwest/2011/06/pulling-the-plug-on-ethanol.html

Palestinian Desire for Food Security Drives Farming Innovation, Guardian, June 17

Food insecurity among Gaza's 1.6 million people rose, and 80% became reliant on food aid. Some products
continued to enter but the shortage was enough to force farmers to seek out creative alternatives.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world /2011 /jun/17 /palestinian-organic-food-security-collard

Sierra Leone to Spend $403 Million to Increase Small Farms’ Production, Bloomberg, June 16

Sierra Leone will spend $403 million over the next five years to help small-scale farmers boost crop
production. Sierra Leone is turning to agriculture to help rebuild its economy after an 11 year-long civil war
that ended in 2002. The World Bank gave two agriculture grants worth $42 million to Sierra Leone.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-16/sierra-leone-to-spend-403-million-to-increase-small-farms-

production.html

Stabenow tells Biden: House Ag Budget Cuts are a Non-Starter in Senate, Agri-Pulse, June 15

The Senate will not support the House-passed budget cuts for agriculture and nutrition. Earlier this year, the

House of Representatives approved a $178 billion cut in farm bill spending over 10 years. Stabenow said

House action to cut agriculture in the budget resolutlon and the ongoing appropriations process, which she
described as “extreme” is essentially defining expectalt
negotiators.

http://www.agri-pulse.com/Stabenow tells Biden budget cuts non-starter 06152011.asp

Even the U.N. Hates Ethanol, Opinion, Wall Street Journal, June 14

Oklahoma Republican Tom Coburn believes he'll have 60 Senate votes Tuesday to end the 45-cent blender tax
credit for ethanol, as well as the 54-cent tariff on imported ethanol. For Senators still on the fence, a new
study suggests that the world's poor would benefit even more than U.S. taxpayers if governments stopped
subsidizing the transformation of food into fuel.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303848104576383712876710474.html

Biofuels 'Scapegoat' for High Food Prices, Steve BaragonayOA New, June 14

Critics say the ethanol industry is to blame for the prices and tighter maize supplies. US Secretary of
Agriculture Tom Vilsack told a luncheon gathering that
that is attributed to it. These debates throw into question the benefits of the biofuel industry to Americans

and the necessity of ethanol SubSldleS

123802139 html

From White House to Heartland, a Call to Give Up Subsidies, Washington Post, June 13

Dramatically cutting or eliminating direct crop subsidies, which totaled about $5 billion last year, has
emerged as one of the few areas of agreement in the budget talks underway between the White House and
congressional leaders of both parties. So far, the plans spare the agricultural program that farmers and their
backers in Congress say is the most essential: insurance to help growers if they have a bad yield or lose crops
because of extreme weather, such as a tornado or drought.
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to-expect- less 2011/05/21 AGW 18SH story.html

Farm Subsidies Test GOP frosh, Politico, June 12

Commodity prices are near all-time highs, an anti-spending mission dominates among the House majority
and the House Agriculture Committee is packed with 15 GOP freshmen, some of whom were swept into office
backed by a tea party movement that seemed poised to slash everything — including crop subsidies. At issue
is the estimated $15 billion to $20 billion the government spends in subsidies each year.
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0611/56788.html

Scientists Engineer Mother’s-Milk Cow, Financial Times, June 12
Scientists in Argentina have engineeredacow t hat they say will deliver
Scientists in China have also incorporated human genes into cows to make more human-like milk.

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/2/19dea190-9536-11e0-a648-00144feab49a.html

USDA's Food Plate: Looks Great, Less Filling, Wall Street Journal, June 11
When the USDA unveiled a new plate logo to replace its iconic food pyramid, some specialists in data
presentation said the new image was too slimmed down. While the USDA hopes that consumers will get all
the details from its website, some nutritionists doubt many consumers will take that step after seeing the
logo. Proportions are tricky to standardize on an icon when USDA nutritional recommendations vary
according to age and gender.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304392704576377524230358138.html
SEE ALSO: Food Fights, Economist, June 16
Mrs. Obama is waging a multi-front war against childhood obesity. Few would object to vegetable
gardening and hula-hooping, but efforts around marketing food are more contentious. MyPlate is the
least divisive project. The USDA issued new dietary guidelines in January; MyPlate will help to convey
those guidelines to the average consumer.
http://www.economist.com/node/18836360

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE
Media Articles:

IMF Stops Payment over Afghan Bank Crisis, The Telegraph, June 17

The International Monetary Fund stopped an expected $70 million reconstruction payment to Afghanistan
following the near-collapse of the nation's largest private bank. A halt in international donations could be
disastrous for Afghanistan. The U.N. has said some $70 million in spending for government activities could be
withheld without IMF support.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/afghanistan/8582298 /IMF-stops-payment-over-

Afghan-bank-crisis.html

Gates Stresses the Importance of Ties With Pakistan, New York Times, June 16

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates and the nation
States to maintain ties with Pakistan despite growing anti-Americanism in the Pakistani military and the

worst relationship between the two countries in years. Admiral Mullen warned about the perils of

abandoning Pakistan, which receives at least $2 billion a year in military aid from the United States.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/17 /world/asia/17gates.html

Foreign Policy will affect Egypt’s Economic Future, Opinion, Rrouk Soussa, Financial Timesing 15

The main advantage of multilateral and, to an extent, western lending, is that it comes with significant
economic conditionality. This would provide a much-needed external anchor to public finances and economic
policy, which will be under immense pressure to deliver on social justice. An independent foreign policy in
Egypt therefore spells significant economic and fiscal risks.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/e8797f5a-9768-11e0-af13-00144feab49a.html
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Only an Aid Rethink can Save Afghanistan, Opinion, Dennis de Tray, Financial Tés, June 15

At present too few Afghans trust their government. Yet the work undertaken in these provinces shows that,
with the right combination of money, support, transparency and trust, local governments can and will serve
their people. Their projects are not the kind of big development the coalition can deliver, but they are
government projects, and the people know it. Giving local governments resources to manage, and giving their
people the information to hold those governments accountable, might just be our ticket out of Afghanistan.

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/9590300e-979f-11e0-9¢37-00144feab49a.html

Changes in Pakistan Aid Should Not be Made to 'Save a Dollar’, The Hill, June 15
Adm. Michael Mullen urged lawmakers to avoid cutting aid to Pakistan. The aid dollars are intended to be in
return for Paklstan S cooperatlon in the fight against the Tahban and other groups inside its borders

aid- should not be-made-to-gsave-a-dollarg

Fighting Both Sides of the War, Opinion, Raymond C. Offenheiser, The Hill, June 15

Secretary Vilsack has shown real leadership in clearly articulating how investing in global food security is
both "a moral issue" and one that is strongly in the U.S. national interest, stating "progress on these issues is
good for America." But as we slip head first towards a second food crisis in 3 years, we can no longer afford to
rest on good intentions alone.

A Sensible Way Forward for the U.S. in Afghanistan, Opinion, Michael A. Cohen anddlael Wahid Hanna,
Los Angeles Times, June 14

There is no question that the U.S. must leave Afghanistan eventually. But withdrawal must be done in a way
that prevents chaos and ensures that America's interests in the region are protected. Current U.S. military
tactics, however, are often operating at cross-purposes to the establishment of an effective political strategy
for endlng the war — a political strategy that to date has been poorly constructed.

Donors Pledge $4.3 billion for Vaccines for Poor, Reuters, June 13

International donors led by Britain and Bill Gates pledged $4.3 billion to buy vaccines to protect children in
poor countries against potential killers such as diarrheal diseases and pneumonia. The World Health
Organization says vaccination is one of the most cost-effective public health measures.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/13 /us-vaccines-donors-idUSTRE75C1FV20110613

David Cameron Defends International Aid Rise with Vaccine Pledge, Guardian June 11

The prime minister accepts that the decision to raise overseas aid spending at a time of domestic austerity is
highly controversial. But taking on "aid skeptics" in his own party, including the defense secretary, Liam Fox,
Cameron makes clear that he will not allow the deficit to be used as an excuse to duck out of obligations to the
most needy across the world.

Make Aid Transparent Campaign, Publish What You Want Fund, June 2011

Aid is a scarce and precious resource. When spent well, it saves lives, puts kids into school, and promotes
long-term development. But at the moment no one knows exactly where aid money is going, or what impact it
is having. This undermines the potential of aid and its effectiveness. We need as many people as possible to
join the call for aid transparency so that governments feel compelled to keep their promises. Sign the petition
calling on donors to make their aid more transparent at www.makeaidtransparent.org.

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Reports:
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Water Risk Report, EIRIS, June 2011
Our research shows only a handful of the global 2000 companies we analyzed have the policies, management
systems and reporting mechanisms they need to adequately address the risks they face from water scarcity.
We conclude that the vast majority of companies and investors remain unaware of both current and future
water risks and are therefore failing to protect company value.
http://www.eiris.org/files /research%?20publications/EIRISWaterRiskReport2011.pdf
SEE ALSO: Water Risks Wash over Companies, Financial Times, June 12
Less than 1 percent demonstrate they are adequately tackling the risk through putting management
systems, policies and reporting mechanisms in place.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/75709a34-938a-11e0-922e-00144feab49a.html

Global Investor Survey on Climate Change 2010, Mercer, June 201

Credible and consistent climate change legislation and regulation is required to drive greater integration of
climate change into investment practices and to provide the major impetus for a shift from high carbon to low
carbon investment. Without strong climate policy that provides transparency, longevity and clarity for
investors, the revolution that is called for in transforming our energy systems will not be possible.
http://www.ceres.org/files /press-files/2010-global-investor-survey-on-climate-change

SEE ALSO: Climate Change Moves Up the Agenda, Financial Times, June 13

The research showed 87 per cent of asset managers and 98 per cent of asset owners now incorporate
climate change risk assessments into their investment processes.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/890f48d8-938a-11e0-922e-00144feab49a.html

Integrated Assessment of Black Carbon and Tropospheric Ozone, UNEP, June 2011
Scientific evidence and new analyses demonstrate that control of black carbon particles and tropospheric
ozone through rapid implementation of proven emission reduction measures would have immediate and
multiple benefits for human well-being.
http://www.unep.org/dewa/Portals/67/pdf/Black Carbon.pdf
SEE ALSO: Cut Soot, Smog to Limit Climate Change, MSNBC, June 14
The struggle to contain climate change usually focuses on reducing carbon dioxide. But black carbon
and ozone, the main ingredients of soot and smog, also add to global warming, and controlling them
will act quickly to slow rising temperatures.
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43391266/ns/us news-environment/t/un-report-cut-soot-smog-
limit-climate-change/
SEE ALSO: Farming Needs ‘Major Shift’ as Food System Fails, Bloomberg, June 13
Worl d farming needs a “major shift” to more sustain
the 1960s has degraded soils, depleted ground water and caused pest outbreaks.

farmlng-agency-says.html
SEE ALSO: It’s not just CO2: Cutting Soot and Smog will Limit Climate Change Quickly,

Washington Post, June 14

Black carbon can be reduced with filters on diesel engines, taking old vehicles off the roads and
replacing wood-fired cooking stoves and brick kilns with biomass fuels.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/its-not-just-co2-cutting-soot-and-smog-will-limit-

climate-change-quickly-says-new-un-report/2011/06/14/AGNQgLUH story.html

Blue Frontiers: Managing the Environmental Cost of Aguaculture, Conservation International, June 14,
2011
Aquaculture has, from an ecological efficiency and environmental impact perspective, clear benefits over
other source of animal food production for human consumption. The study suggests that in an resource-
stretched world, the relative benefit of policies that promote fish farming over other forms of livestock
production should be considered.
http://www.conservation.org/Documents/BlueFrontiers aquaculture report.pdf
SEE ALSO: Fish Farming is Answer to Increasing Global Meat Demands, Guardian, June 14, 2011
Aquaculture has lower environmental impact than cattle, pig and poultry farming. The worldwide
assessment concludes that the environmental impact of aquaculture is lower than raising cattle, pigs
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or poultry, so it should be expanded to alleviate global food crisis.

Media Articles:

UN Climate Chief says World Leaders must make Political Decision to Advance Climate Talks,
Washington Post, June 17

World political leaders must step into climate negotiations to unlock disputes over reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Developing countries insist that the nearly 40 countries bound to specific reductions targets by the
1997 Kyoto Protocol renew and expand their commitments when they expire in 2012. But the wealthy
countries say they want the rest of the world to show willingness to accept legal obligations.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/un-climate-chief-says-world-leaders-must-make-political-

decision-to-advance-climate-talks/2011/06/17 /AGFJufYH story.html

Pakistan's Bubbling Water Crisis, Foreign Policy, June 13

Pakistan is on the dry end of the water stress spectrum. About a third of Pakistanis do not have access to safe
drinking water, while a further 46% lack access to proper sanitation. What is even more worrisome is that of
the water that is actually available, very little is safe for consumption. The lack of access to water in Pakistan
only exacerbates the country's already dire public health situation.
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/06/13 /pakistans bubbling water crisis

WOMEN & GIRLS

Reports:

The World'’s Five Most Dangerous Countries for Women, Trust Law, June 2011
From rape and domestic violence to lack of healthcare and education, millions of women experience daily
peril, but nowhere more than in the five countries: Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Pakistan,
India and Somalia.
http: //www.trust.org/trustlaw/womens-rights/dangerpoll
SEE ALSO: How Will Afghan Women Fare in Taliban Reconciliation?, TrustLaw, June 13
While women have gained back basic rights in education, voting and work, considered un-Islamic by
the Taliban, their plight remains severe and future uncertain as Afghan leaders seek to negotiate with
the Taliban as part of their peace talks.
http: //www.trust.org/trustlaw/news/feature-how-will-afghan-women-fare-in-taliban-
reconciliation/
SEE ALSO: World's Most Dangerous Countries For Women, Huffington Post, June 16
According to a survey conducted by TrustLaw, Afghanistan took the top spot in light of the nation's
dismal healthcare, brutal poverty and high levels of violence against women.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/06/16/most-dangerous-countries-women- n 877706.html

Media Articles:

Skyrocketing Food Prices Leave Poor Moms Hungry, Associated Press, June 14

As world food prices surge to the highest levels ever recorded due to a combination of production constraints
and rising demand from expanding middle classes, many poor families teeter on the edge, and it is the
mothers who often quietly bear the brunt. It's difficult to measure the impact of the food crisis on mothers,
but even before it began, the WFP said women made up about 60 percent of those going to bed hungry every
night worldwide.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110614/ap on re as/as food crisis mothers burden

Clinton's Africa Tour Underscores The Power Of Women, NPR, June 12
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is touring U.S. aid projects in Tanzania Sunday, part of her big push to have
women and girls at the center of development efforts in Africa. Food security is another key issue, as rising
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food prices spark fears of instability.

SEE ALSO Africa’'s Women Mean Business - but They Need Finance, Gualdlan June 14
Women entrepreneurs are woefully underserved. In Uganda, women own about 40% of businesses
with registered premises but only receive about 9% of commercial credit. It's because women
entrepreneurs face a number of specific hurdles. The most glaring one is that in many African
countries.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jun/14/africa-women-

entrepreneurs-overlooked
SEE ALSO: African Businesswomen Need More Access to Credit, VOA News, June 15

Clinton told business and government leaders that when women prosper financially, the benefits
carry over to improvements in chlldren S health and educatlon

Access to- Credlt 123910799 html

Saudi Arabia’s Freedom Riders, Opinion, Farzaneh Milani, New York Times, June 12
Gender apartheid is not about piety. It is about dominating, excluding and subordinating women. It is about
denying women the basic human right to move about freely. That is why the women defying the ban on
motorized mobility are in fact demanding an eventual overhaul of the entire Saudi political system. They want
not just to drive but to remap the political geography of their country.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/13/opinion/13Milani.html
SEE ALSO: Campaign Against Driving Ban Hits the Road, New York Times, June 17
Several Saudi women boldly got behind the wheel seeking to ignite a road rebellion against the male-
only driving rules in the ultraconservative kingdom. Activists urged Saudi women to begin a mutiny
against the driving restrictions that are supported by clerics backing austere interpretations of Islam
and enforced by powerful morality squads.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle-east/activist-saudi-women-begin-forays-to-

challenge-driving-ban/2011/06/17 /AGv4MOYH story.html

U.S. Life Expectancy Lags, Slips in Women, Time, Jung2011

The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation reports that Americans aren't living as long as they should,
given the relatively sophisticated and expensive health care system in this country. U.S. women's life
expectancy at blrth was 81.3 years in 2007, a sllp of 15 places in the worldw1de ranking since 1987.

Call for Participation: Gender Mapping of Africa, IFPRI, June 2011

The International Food Policy Research Institute and the International Water Management Institute are

i ssuing a second call for participation for a survey
in Sub-Saharan Africa in order to better understand how to target water management and other agricultural
interventions to women and men farmers.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MRKR6RN

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES

Reports:

Understanding Land Investment Deals in Africa, Oakland Institute, May 2011
The report states that hedge funds and other speculators had bought or leased nearly 60m hectares of land in
Africa in 2009 alone. These acquisitions have displaced millions of small farmers in countries such a Sierra
Leone, Zambia and Mozambique.
http://oakinst.huang.radicaldesigns.org/special-investigation-understanding-land-investment-deals-africa
SEE ALSO: Ethiopia Weighs Benefits of Foreign ‘Land Grab’, BBC, June 10, 2011
Countries such as Saudi Arabia and China are planning to grow more than one million tonnes of rice
in Ethiopia and take it back to their own countries. They are engaging in deals with the government
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to acquire large tracts of land for agricultural productivity destined for their own countries while
many Ethiopians struggle to find food.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-13725431

Instability and Global Food Supplies, Center for Strategic and lernational Studies, June 15

World food prices areatanall-t i me hi gh. The worl d’s population is grow
billion people over the next 40 years. Riots in Tunisia, triggered in part by food prices, set off a remarkable

chain of events that resulted in the downfall of governments in Egypt and Tunisia, a NATO operation in Libya,

and instability in several other countries. Will the face of hunger be the face of insecurity?

http://csis.org/files /publication/110610 tuttle GlobalForecast2011.pdf

Media Articles:

Food Prices Mean trouble for Poor and Politicians, Reuters, June 17

The impact of skyrocketing food prices is echoing across the globe, in households and in the corridors of
power ahead of a summit in Paris next week of G20 farm ministers. Adverse growing weather has been the
immediate trigger in sending wheat prices up 50 percent over the past 12 months and sparking a doubling in
corn prices. Prices are also being bolstered by a wave of newly urbanized middle class families in emerging
powerhouses such as China switching to diets needing more intensive agricultural inputs.
http://af.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idAFTRE75G1XT20110617

India Exports Ban Helps Pakistan Trade, Wall Street Journal, June 17

India may be at loggerheads with Pakistan over a wide range of issues but one of its policies is unwittingly

worki ng in favor of its regional rival: New Del hi’' s expoc
moving to fill part of the gap left by India in export markets. A large part of its surplus has been sold to

Bangladesh Wthh tradltlonally consumed Indian gram

Locked Out, Opinion, David Elliot, Wall Street Journdiyune 16

At a time of soaring global food prices, a ban on exports by the fourth largest wheat exporter in the world sent
shockwaves through international markets. In one sense, Russia had no choice but to pull down the shutters
at its ports. But while the Russian government may have been successful in tempering domestic grain prices
in the short-term, its actions are likely to have a negative longer term effect.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703509104576331141623207126.html

Food Crises: Five Priorities for the G20, Opinion Olivier De SchuttetUN Special Rapporteur, Guardian, June
16

On the eve of the G20 agriculture summit, we urgently need to adopt an ambitious action plan. G20 leaders

have a decisive role to play in Paris: they must tackle the problems in the food system. As the UN special
rapporteur on the rlght to food, I call upon G20 leaders to endorse the followmg pr10r1t1es and act upon them

Cattle Prices Rise as Beef Export Sales Jump Nearly 70 percent, Washington Post, June 16

The USDA said new beef export sales rose 68.9 percent from June 2 to June 9, reflecting growing overseas
demand. The growth comes even as drought conditions across the Southern Plains have forced ranchers to
deliver cattle to feedlots earlier than usual so they can be fattened up before sale.

Dercent other commodity-prices-mixed/2011/06/16/AGgbnjXH story.html

UN Warns of More Food Crises, Associated Press, de 16

David Nabarro, the U.N. special representative on food security and nutrition, said that shortages of food,
water and power are bound to create social anxiety and political instability in the future.
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110616/ap on bi ge/eu food crisis 1
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G20 Ministers of Agriculture Must Focus on Smallholder Farmers, Opinion, Shenggen Fan, IPS, June 15
The first-ever official meeting of Ministers of Agriculture from G20 countries, to be held in Paris Jun. 22-23,
presents an extraordinary opportunity. Tasked with developing an action plan to address price volatility in
food and agricultural markets and its impact on the poor, the ministers are uniquely positioned to not only
tackle the immediate price volatility problems, but also to take on a more fundamental and long-term
challenge - extreme poverty and hunger.

http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=56094

China Cotton Imports to Rise, Wall Street Journal, June 15

China is likely to buy more cotton from abroad while domestic supplies decline as Beijing gives top priority to
grain production. An increase in those imports could benefit the U.S., which is a major exporter of the fiber to
China. The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates the U.S. has shipped 3.9 million bales between Aug. 1,
2010, and June 2. One bale weighs 480 pounds.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304186404576387574100453818.html

Swiss Commodities Trader Expands Into Ethanol in Africa, New York Times, June 15

Jean Claude Gandur, a Swiss commodities trader, made a fortune during the 1990s buying oil concessions in
Africa that others did not want or could not hold. One of his companies, Addax Bioenergy, was set to sign a
loan agreement with six international lenders. The 258 million euro project in central Sierra Leone, will
convert sugar cane into bioethanol for European and domestic markets.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/business/global/16ethanol.html

Sarkozy Wants G20 to Set Up System to Restrict Food Prices Volatility, Washington Post, June 14

French President said he wants the world’'s group of 20
to set up a shared central database of food prices to help control market volatility and keep commodity

speculators in check. Sarkozy insisted something had to be done about the many hedge funds and specialized

financial 1nst1tut10ns that have joined the traditional trading houses on the market floor, drlvmg up prlces

volatlllty curb-power speculators /2011/06/14/AGIWTUUH story.html
SEE ALSO: Sarkozy Prods Regulators, Wall Street Journal, June 15

Last summer, U.S. legislators passed the Dodd-Frank financial overhaul, which consolidated
regulatory agencies, forced more derivatives trading onto exchanges and tightened regulation of
credit-rating firms. Mr. Sarkozy wants the EU to go further, especially in regulating what he called
speculation.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303714704576385231833555892.html

Chinese Investment Surges in Latin America, Financial Times, June 14

Latin America has some of the world’'s major energy and
very attractive place for resource-hungry China to do deals. And so it has racked up a staggering 286 per cent

rise in investments in Latin Amerlca in from June 2010 to May 2011 compared w1th the prev10us 12 months.

Record Corn Crop in India May Help Increase Exports, Limiting Global Costs, Bloomberg, June 14
Cornproduction in India, Asia’'s biggest grower after Chin

prices and adequate rains spur farmers to increase planting, potentially boosting exports. Increased Indian
supplies may help cool a rally in corn, which has gained 86 percent in the past year on signs world inventories
will drop, and cap global food costs that reached a record in February

capping- ,qlobal costs. html

EU Approves Compensation E. coli Outbreak, Forbes, June 14

The European Union has approved a compensation package worth euro210 million for fruit and vegetable
farmers affected by the E. coli outbreak.

http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/06/14 /business-eu-contaminated-vegetables-

farmers 8515933.html
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Europe's Drought Risks Inflation Deluge, Wall Street Journal, June 13

Dry weather in the continent's northern regions has seriously harmed potential crops, with the U.K. the latest
country to declare drought conditions in some parts of the country. Wheat, which accounts for nearly half of
Europe's cereal production, is particularly at risk.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303714704576383071533176598.html

China Food Costs Push Inflation to 5.5 percent in May, Associated Press, June 13

China's inflation rose to its highest level in nearly three years in May, thanks largely to stubbornly high food
prices. Drought and other weather disasters have decimated crops in wide parts of the country, as rising
consumer demand pushes prices higher. Strong demand in construction and other industries has added to
those pressures, spurred by a bank lending spree meant to fight off the impact of the 2008 global crisis.
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/businesstechnology/2015312105 apaschinainflation.html

Economy Experts Call on Asia to Lead the World in Reducing Poverty, VOA News, June 13
Participants at a meeting of the World Economic Forum in Indonesia are calling on governments in Asia to
lead the world in reducing poverty. Rajat Nag, Managing Director General of the Asian Development Bank,
said despite the robust growth, 900 million people still live on $1.25 a day, 450 million people lack access to
clean water, and more than 100 mllllon children still die each year during ch1ldb1rth

Asia-to-Lead-the- World -in-Reducing-Poverty- 123737359 html

AGRIBUSINESS
Media Articles:

Export Demand Lifts Smithfield Foods, Wall Street Journal, June 17

Smithfield Foods Inc. swung to a fiscal fourth-quarter profit as the world's largest pork producer continues to
benefit from strong export demand and record-high retail prices. The Virginia-based company continues to
successfully pass along sharply higher corn costs to consumers, and expects its hog production business to
remain profitable throughout the next year.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304319804576389162781636844.html

Cutting into Agribusiness’s Subsidy Pie, Editorial, Washington Post, June 15

I t ' s rmskyvogredict fiscal sanity in Washington, but perhaps a tiny bit less risky now. Specifically,
subsidized agribusiness is under siege. The ethanol credit is in trouble largely because Sens. Tom Coburn and
Dianne Feinstein are pushing to end 1t startlng ]uly 1

p1e12011 106115 ZAGZ67VWH story.html

Making Food Safe, Opinion, Nick Kristof, New York Times, June 11

My Sunday column looks at food safety and, in particular, the way the agribusiness lobby has blocked some
basic reforms - not least the banning of routine feeding of antibiotics to health livestock, for growth
promotion. That's just unconscionable, given the
problem is that we have a food industry that is superb at producing cheap food at the supermarket, but that

i sn’t adequ atafetyapndqhiaitge used on s

http: //kristof.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/06/11/making-food-safe/
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