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For more information:

- The Global Food for ThoughBlog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for lioughth  AAT AA & OT A 11 OEA )T EOEAOEOAS8O xAAOE(
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Food for Thoughtveekly, please register here.

- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thoughtveekly, please click here.

- Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

Appropriations Committee Releases Fiscal Year 2012 State and Foreign Operations Appropriations
Bill, House Apropriations Committee, July 26

The bill includes a total of $39.6 billion in regular discretionary funding, which is $8.6 billion or 18% below
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operations and assistance accounts. The bill also includes $7.6 billion designated as Global War on Terror
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http://appropriations.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=253692
SEE ALSO: Full Text: FY 2012 State and Foreign Operations Bill
http://appropriations.house.gov/UploadedFiles/FY12-SFOPS-07-25 xml.pdf
SEE ALSO: House Bill targets Aid to Pakistan, US money for International Family Planning
Groups, Washington Post, July 6
The legislation would provide $47.2 billion in the next budget year, including $7.6 billion for the
Global War on Terror fund. That money pays for security forces and police in Iraq and backs up
civilian programs for counterinsurgency efforts in Afghanistan. The overall bill is $8.6 billion less
than current spending.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national /national-security /house-bill-targets-aid-to-pakistan-us-
money-for-international-family-planning-groups/2011/07/26 /glQASZL4al story.html
SEE ALSO: House Bill would impose Huge Cuts on State and USAID, Foreign Policy, July 26
For employees at State and USAID, the cuts could be particularly biting. The bill cuts the $1.35 billion
USAID operations budget to around $900 million and would eliminate what's known as "localization
pay" for diplomats abroad, which would immediately bring down their salaries. The administration
had requested $51.2 billion for State and USAID for FY 2012, but nobody is even discussing that
number anymore.
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/26 /house bill would impose huge cuts on state

and usaid

The United States Development Assistance Committee: 2011 Peer Review, OECD, July 2011

The US has significantly enhanced its development strategies, policies, and programs. It should continue to
reduce overlaps and improve coordination. The U.S. should also better incorporate and reflect the goals and
strategies of developing countries continue to rebuild the capacity of the U.S. Agency for International
Development, and identify key priority areas where it will pursue coherence between development goals and
its domestic and other foreign policies.

http://www.oecd.org/datacecd/43/6/48434536.pdf

Behind Africa’s Famine, More t han,Opiniog, tWiliam Mogetep,t F a mi
Washington Post, July 28

While the nations of the world must act immediately to address the humanitarian crisis in the Horn of Africa,
working to ensure prompt delivery and distribution of food aid, these same countries must also consider the
underlying causes of the crisis as they seek longer-term solutions. Many, including the administrator of the

USAID, Rajiv Shah, have spoken about the need for a strategy to rebuild food security in the region.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/behind-africas-famine-more-than-just-drought-famine-isnt-

inevitable/2011/07/28/gIQA]Crsfl story.html

'Africa Can Feed the World', Guardian, July 27

Africa can feed not just itself but the world is a bold assertion to make at a time when famine stalks part of the
continent. Nwanze sees small farmers as Africa's great hope. Agriculture, predominantly on a small scale,
accounts for about 30% of sub-Saharan Africa's GDP and at least 40% of export value. In a number of small
countries in Africa, agriculture plays an even greater role, representing 80% or more of export earnings.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jul /27 /africa-potential-to-feed-

Famine Is a Crime, Foreign Policy, July 25

For all its horror, starvation is also one of the simpler forms of mortality to prevent -- it just takes food.
Drought, poor roads, poverty -- all are contributing factors to the risk of famine, but sustenance in the hands
of the hungry is a pretty foolproof solution. As a result, famine deaths in the modern world are almost always
the result of deliberate acts on the part of governing authorities. That is why widespread starvation is a crime
agamst humanlty and the leaders who abet it should be trled at the Internatlonal Criminal Court.

ne


http://appropriations.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=253692
http://appropriations.house.gov/UploadedFiles/FY12-SFOPS-07-25_xml.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/house-bill-targets-aid-to-pakistan-us-money-for-international-family-planning-groups/2011/07/26/gIQASZL4aI_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/national-security/house-bill-targets-aid-to-pakistan-us-money-for-international-family-planning-groups/2011/07/26/gIQASZL4aI_story.html
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/26/house_bill_would_impose_huge_cuts_on_state_and_usaid
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/26/house_bill_would_impose_huge_cuts_on_state_and_usaid
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/43/6/48434536.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/behind-africas-famine-more-than-just-drought-famine-isnt-inevitable/2011/07/28/gIQAJCrsfI_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/behind-africas-famine-more-than-just-drought-famine-isnt-inevitable/2011/07/28/gIQAJCrsfI_story.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jul/27/africa-potential-to-feed-world
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jul/27/africa-potential-to-feed-world
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/07/25/famine_is_a_crime?page=full

Harvest and Hunger, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council

on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, July 29

Two scenes from the great African paradox of surplus and shortage 7 feast and famine Z in the same country:

In rural western Kenya, farmer Crispinus Walubengo harvests a bumper crop of maize. He is expecting a half-

acre yield greater than the thirteen 90-kilogram bags he reaped last year, which had been his biggest-ever
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from Malawi. That maize would soon be heading to drought-ravaged northern and eastern parts of Kenya

where hundreds of thousands of people are desperately hungry.
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/07 /roger-thurow-outrage-and-

inspire-harvest-and-hunger-.html#more

$400,000 Gift to go toward expanding Food Prize Youth Program, Des MoineRegister, July 20

At a Capitol news conference, Gov. Terry Branstad and Pioneer Hi-Bred President Paul Schickler announced a
$400,000 donation by Schickler and his wife, Claudia, to the World Food Prize Foundation for the youth
program. The money, over the next three years, will expand the youth institute from about 70 lowa high
schools now to every high school in the state Z more than 350.
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110721/BUSINESS/107210311/1048/LIFE/

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Secretary Clinton’s Remarks at USAI D’s Saving Lives at
Ceremony, U.S. State Department, July 28

You know the statistics: a woman still today in 2011 dies in childbirth every two minutes. In 2009, according

to the WHO, 2.6 million children were stillborn, one million newborns die every year in the two days after

birth. And we know this can be impacted on when pregnant women have access to adequate nutrition and

prenatal care, lifesaving medicines, skill AA EAA] OE x1 OEAOO xEAT OEAU Al CEOA [
And yet over her lifetime, a woman in Sub-Saharan Africa today remains 136 times more likely to die in

childbirth than one in a developed country.

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/07/169208.htm

Kerry introduces Legislation to Authorize and Strengthen the State Department and U.S. Diplomacy,
U.S. SenatForeign Relations Commitég July 27

Chairman John Kerry introduced the Foreign Relations Authorization Act for FY 2012-13, which authorizes
vital programs and initiatives to support key diplomatic and foreign policy priorities around the world and

AAI '|' T OOOAOAO #1171 COAOGOE OOO0IT 1T ¢ Ainkerviedrbdrgs bndde@iopmen® D BT OOET C

SEE ALSO Kerry says yes to State Dept. funding, Ros-Lehtinen says No, Foreign Policy, July 27
The bill would fully fund the State Department and USAID operations at the level requested by the
White House. HFAC and the House Appropriations State and Foreign Ops subcommittee, meanwhile,
approved an appropriations bill today that would slash the international affairs budget 18 percent
from fiscal 2011 levels.

http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07 /27 /kerry says yes to state dept funding ros leh

tinen says no
SEE ALSO: Kerry Plan Weaves Climate into Development Programs, The Hill, July 27
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effects poor nations more than developed countries; and that climate change is harming food security
because developing nations face climate-related decreases in crop yields.

develoDment programs
SEE ALSO: Full Text - Foreign Relations Authorization Act
http: //www.foreignpolicy.com/files /fp uploaded documents/110727 FR%20Authorization%20Act.

pdf
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Secretary Vilsack Announces Biosmass Production Projects to Promote Renewable Energy
Development and Create Jobs in Rural America, U.S. Agricultural Department, July 26
These four projects that we're announcing today will help to create more than 3,400 jobs in the biorefinery,
agriculture and supporting sectors, and will, once fully functional, produce 2 million gallons annually of
biofuels manufactured when full production levels are achieved. It will allow us to improve domestic energy
security. We believe it will reduce pollution.
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/07/0324.xml
SEE ALSO: USDA adds 2,500 more Biobased Products to Federal Purchase List, AgriPulse, July 25
4EA 5838 $APAOOI AT O T4 DQIOEBAAI ®DOOABOT AEY 0 BAEAIOBVBAOE
biobased products for a total of more than 8,900 products now offered for preferred purchasing
consideration by federal government agencies and contractors.
http://www.agri-pulse.com /USDA adds more biobased products 07252011.as

FACT SHEET: U.S. Response to Humanitarian Crisis in the Horn of Africa, U.S. State Department, July 27
The U.S. is providing approximately $44 million for health, nutrition, agriculture and food security, economic
recovery and market systems, humanitarian coordination and information management, and water,
sanitation, and hygiene interventions in Ethiopia, Somalia, and Kenya. The U.S. Government is funding
nutrition programs that treat malnutrition and support community-based education.
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/07/169179.htm

Editorials/Commentaries:

Agriculture Matters: the New Role of Farm Policy, Opinion,U.SRep Mike Conaway, The Hill, July 28
Foremost, we must recognize that U.S. agriculture is an intricate component of our jobs, economy, and
national security. Basing arguments and legislative proposals on pure emotion and skewed statistics is
reckless and opens the door to both ill-advised policy and a litany of unintended consequences. I encourage
my colleagues to put aside preconceived notions about farm policy and start with one basic idea: agriculture
matters.
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/economy-a-budget/174087-farm-spending-neither-sacred-cow-nor-

scapegoat

Farmer s Ready for Agricul tur e @miomuSRepdMarlinStutinoan, ghe HIDe ci si on
July 28
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prlmary ob]ectlve here in Washington: cutting run-away government spending.

commlttees tough decisions

U.S. Participates in Emergency Meeting on Horn of Africa at UN Food and Agriculture Organization,
Opinion, Ambassador Ertharin Cousin, U.S. State Department, July 26

Given the rapidly evolving humanitarian emergency in the region, I was encouraged to see so many countries
convene so quickly in Rome for the ministerial-level meeting. There is no time to lose -- and meetings such as
these must continue to bring the world's attention to the situation in the Horn. Here at the U.S. Mission to the
UN Agencies in Rome, we have also been working with our partners over the past months to prepare for a
drought that we knew was coming.

http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/emergency meeting horn of africa

Our Modest UN Contribution has Yielded a Strong Return, Opinion, U.S. Rep. Ge@gnnolly, The Hill.com,
July 26

At a time when our nation is balancing competing priorities, reducing federal spending and strengthening U.S.
global leadership, it is worth highlighting a modest investment that has yielded strong returns for our nation -
our contributions to the UN. I stand with 85 percent of Americans who, across party lines, believe the U.S.
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Modernizing The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, Opinion, US. Rep. Howard Berman, July 25

We must comprehensively reform the system by which foreign assistance is designed, budgeted, and

delivered. 4 EAOA EAO Al OAAAU AAAT OiI T A POT COAOO ET OEEO OACAC
Directive on Global Development the completion of the first Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Famine in Somalia: An Expected Turn for the Worse

Date: August 1, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

The Brookings-LSE Project on Internal Displacement will host a discussion on the humanitarian and political
implications of the famine in Somalia and possible responses to the crisis. Panelists - Allan Jury from the
World Food Program, Reuben Brigety from the U.S. Department of State, Semhar Araia from Oxfam
International and Vincent Cochetel from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
http://www.brookings.edu/events/2011/0801 somalia famine.aspx

Revisiting Strategies for Post-Conflict Economic Recovery: Assessing the Findings of the 2011 World
Development Report

Date: August 3, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

The Center for Sustainable Economies will host a two-day eSeminar in partnership with Economists for Peace
and Security to consider effective economic reconstruction strategies for countries/regions that have been
affected by violent conflict. A panel of experienced scholars and practitioners will evaluate new research
presentedinthe7 | O1T A " AT ESO ¢mpp 71 01 A $AOGAT T PIi AT O a204D1 00qg #1711
offer thoughts on the design, implementation and monitoring of conflict-sensitive initiatives.
http://www.usip.org/events/revisiting-strategies-post-conflict-economic-recovery-assessing-the-findings-
the-2011-world-d

World Food Prize 25th Anniversary

Date: October 12th Z 14th, 2011

Location: Des Moines, [A

The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at
www.worldfoodprize.org.

2dAnnual Gl obal Harvest I nitiative GAP Report™ Announce
Date:October 12, 2011

Location:Des Moines, 1A

The Global Harvest Initiative will releaseits2nd! T T OAT 11T AAl | COEAOI OOOAT 001 AGAOD
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a benchmark of agricultural productivity and measures the difference between the current rate of agricultural

productivity growth and the pace required to sustainably meet the future agricultural needs of the nine

billion people expected to inhabit the Earth by 2050. Learn more and RSVP at
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/1963977309
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American Society of Agronomy Annual Meeting

Date: October 16th z 19th, 2011

Location: San Antonio, TX

The American Society of Agronomy, together with the Crop Science Society of America and Soil Science

Society of America, will host their International Annual Meetings, which brings together 4,000 scientists,

professionals, educators, and students8 4 EA OEAIT A 1T £ OE AFun@dmen@l fdy itk 8,0 | AAQE
Crop, & Environmental Sciences," AT A AZAAOOOAO OEA OUI PTIOEDAIh @mmAAstG
of hundreds of symposia and sessions that will be presented throughout the week. For more information, visit

www.acsmeetings.org
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2011 Africa Prize for Leadership

Date: October 22,2011

Location New York, NY

The Africa Prize honors a distinguished African man or woman who has exhibited exceptional leadership in
bringing about the sustainable end of hunger at the national, regional or continent-wide level. The 2011
Annual Fall Event will include the awarding of The Hunger Project's Africa Prize for Leadership for the
Sustainable End of Hunger. The laureates for the 2011 Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of
Hunger: President of Malawi, Bingu wa Mutharika and Liberian Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Florence
Chenoweth.

http://www.thp.org/what we do/key initiatives/honoring africa leadership/2011

Future-Proof Farming

Date November 9, 2011

Place Bibliotheque Solvay, Brussels

%O 0T PAS O #itultukal Pblicy'n€@ds to meet growing challenges that range from food security and
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ecological challenges, yet agriculture can contribute much to the creation of an environment-friendly and

resource-efficient economy. Representatives from the farming sector will go into discussion with EU

policymakers and experts from academic circles and civil society to debate the challenges facing European

agriculture, European farmers and the role a reformed CAP should play insolvii ¢ OEA x1 Ol A6 O &I 1T A £
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid/1187 /EventType/Event

View/Eventld/1066/Futureprooffarming.aspx

Agricul tur al R&D: Il nvesting in Africa’s Future
Date December 5-7,2011

Location: Accra, Ghana

ASTI, together with the International Food Policy Report Institute, and the Forum for Agricultural Research in
Africa, is convening a conference on agricultural R&D in Africa focused on the following themes: 1. Levels and
Stability of Agricultural R&D Investments; 2. Human Resource Development of Agricultural R&D; 3. Aligning
and Ratlonahzlng Institutional Structures and 4. Measurlng and Improving the Effectiveness of R&D Systems.

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th z 15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date: March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
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implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector. The conference will be co-hosted by the Future
Agricultures Consortium based at the Institute of Development Studies and the Institute of Statistical Social
and Economic Research.

http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php

CONTINUING SPECIAL COVERAGE: DROUGHT IN THE HORN OF AFRICA

Editorials/Commentaries:

The Horn of Africa crisis is a Warning to the World, Opinion, Jeffrey Sachs, Guardian, July 28

The Horn of Africa is the world's most vulnerable region, beset by extreme poverty, hunger and global climate
change, notably a drying and warming of the climate during the past quarter century. These scourges are
leading to the spread of violence and war, and war is contributing to global instability. Unless we confront the
challenges of the Horn of Africa at their root causes 7 the poverty and vulnerability of pastoralist and agro-
pastorahst populations Z we will face burgeoning violence in the Horn of Africa, Yemen, and beyond.
matters/2011/jul/28/horn-africa-drought-
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7 Ways the U.S. Can Fight Drought in Africa, Opinion,George Rupp, Huffington Post, July 28

The UN has declared a famine in the Horn of Africa, surprising no one who works in the region. As early as
August 2010 there were indications that a crisis loomed. Now more than 3.7 million Somalis, or half of the
entire population, are in need of aid. President of the International Rescue Committee outlines seven ways to
take action in Somalia to combat famine in Africa.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/george-rupp/seven-steps-to-fight-drou b 907391.html

Africa Hungers for Good Governance, Editorial, Wall Street Journal, July 27
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leadership has robbed African farmers and businessmen of their ability to invest in the future and prosper.

Western governments are complicit too, to the extent that they restrict agricultural imports and so keep

would-be African farmers from bringing goods to market. And Western food-aid programs often have the

perverse effect of destroying the ability of local farmers to sell their crops at home.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903461104576458053399344120.html

It is Obscene that we should Leave Any Child to Starve, Opinion, Andrew Mitchell and Kevin Rudd, The
Independent, July 24

The crisis in the Horn of Africa is a looming catastrophe. But it's a catastrophe the international community
can avoid. If we learn lessons from the past and act fast, we can save hundreds of thousands of lives. The
challenge before us is stark. The international community has the opportunity to save countless lives. But to
do so our response needs to be rapid, flexible and mindful of past mistakes. We need to act now to avert an
avoidable catastrophe.
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/andrew-mitchell-and-kevin-rudd-it-is-obscene-that-
we-should-leave-any-child-to-starve-2319563.html

Media Articles:

Chronicle of a Famine Foretold, Economist, July 30

Famine has a technical meaning these days. It is declared when 30% of children are acutely malnourished,
20% of the population is without food, and deaths are running at two per 10,000 adults or four per 10,000
children every day. Parts of Somalia exceed these dreadful thresholds. In three provinces almost a third of
people are acutely malnourished. Famine is likely to spread all over the south in the next few months. Yet
famine was not declared until July, eight months after the first FEWS Net forecast.
http://www.economist.com/node/21524864


http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jul/28/horn-africa-drought-warning
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jul/28/horn-africa-drought-warning
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/george-rupp/seven-steps-to-fight-drou_b_907391.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903461104576458053399344120.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/andrew-mitchell-and-kevin-rudd-it-is-obscene-that-we-should-leave-any-child-to-starve-2319563.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/andrew-mitchell-and-kevin-rudd-it-is-obscene-that-we-should-leave-any-child-to-starve-2319563.html
http://www.economist.com/node/21524864

All South Somalia Slipping into Famine, Reuters, July 29

The whole of drought- and conflict-wracked southern Somalia is heading into famine as the Horn of Africa
food crisis deepens. The U.N. declared a famine in two regions of southern Somalia - where 3.7 million people
are going hungry - on July 20. The situation was severe right across the Horn, in Somalia, northern Kenya,
Djibouti and Ethiopia. Food shortages were expected to reach crisis levels in August and September.
http://afreuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE76S0AA20110729

Somali Famine: Fighting in Mogadishu after Aid Delivery, BBC, July 28

Heavy fighting has broken out in the Somali capital, Mogadishu, a day after the UN WFP airlifted in its first
famine emergency aid. At least four people are reported to have been killed as government forces, backed by
African Union troops, attacked Islamist insurgents. The weak interim government Z backed by the 9,000-
strong AU Force Z controls about 60 percent of the capital.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14323426

Has Somalia's Famine Weakened al-Shabab? VOA News, JuB8

One of the biggest obstacles to providing aid to Somalia has been the heavy hand of the al-Qaida linked
militant group al-Shabab, which has so far dictated which aid groups are allowed in and which are banned.
But some analysts say the crisis has actually weakened the militant group. Silent rift within al-Shabab has
become more pronounced smce the start of the food crisis that has now turned into famine in Somalia.

126341368 html
SEE ALSO: Somali Militants Block Famine Refugees from Aid, Associated Press, July 27
The militants of al-Shabab are trying to stop men from joining the tens of thousands of people who
are fleeing the parched regions of south-central Somalia that the fighters control. In many cases, the
militants are succeeding in intercepting the men, with some even being killed by the Islamists.
http://old.news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110727/ap on re af/af east africa famine

Instability Helped Create Famine in Somalia, says Former USAID Official, VOA News, July 27

Andrew Natsios, a former head of the USAID, acknowledges the role of erratic rainfall and drought, crop
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has likely made a bad situation even worse. He said politics also exacerbated hunger in at least two other
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Experts Look to Past for Clues to Prevent Famine in Horn of Africa, VOA News, July 26

As famine threatens areas of Somalia and other parts of the Horn of Africa, food security experts are
looking for lessons from severe droughts of the past, when worst case scenarios were avoided. Their
examples range from recent years to pre-colonial times. Food security experts say Africa's famines have
become more frequent as the world economy has grown more connected.

Horn of- Afrlca 126220303 html

World Bank Plans more than $500 million in Rapid Response to Drought Emergency in Horn of Africa,
World Bank, July 25

The World Bank announced it is providing more than $500 million to assist drought victims, in addition to
$12 million in immediate assistance to help those worst hit by the crisis. The World Bank Group is boosting
agriculture and agriculture-related investment to $6 - $8 billion a year from $4.1 billion in 2008.
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,.contentMDK:22968454~pagePK:34370~piPK:34
424 ~theSitePK:4607,00.html

West Asked for Aid not Promises for African Drought, Financial Times, July 25

Governments have not delivered on past aid pledges and are failing to respond now to the famine in the Horn

of Africa where some 12m people need food assistance.. Ms. Stocking, chief executive of Oxfam, said it was
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funding gap of $900m needed for emergency aid.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/0f055b66-b6el-11e0-a8b8-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1TQ2vi7Pj
SEE ALSO: Aid Groups Criticize US Response to East Africa Drought, VOA News]uly 23
The worsening drought, which forecasters have warned about for months, is being described as
the worst in the region in six decades

Drought 126064068 html

UN Seeks More Help to Raise Money for Famine Victims in East Africa, Washington Post, July 24
Efforts to save starving Somalis and others suffering from drought in East Africa were ratcheted up Monday,
with U.N. agencies pitching for $1.6 billion from donor countries and private companies being urged to
provide trucks, ShlpS and other logistical aid to speed food to the malnourlshed

agenc1es seek aid-for-east- afrlcaz2011[07[25[gIQA|DR4XI story.html
SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: HORN OF AFRICA: Top 30 Donors to the Food Crisis, IRIN News, July 26

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?Reportld=93331

Horn of Africa Famine: France Warns of 'Scandal’, BBC, July 25

The world has "failed to ensure food security”, France's agriculture minister has said at the UN food agency
crisis talks on East Africa's drought. "If we don't take the necessary measures, famine will be the scandal of
this century," AFP news agency quotes Bruno Le Maire as saying in Rome.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14271539

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES
Media Articles:

Longer Approval Process to Hit India GM Crop Trials, Wall Street Journal, July 28

Development of genetically modified crops in India will likely get delayed as a recently made requirement of
provincial-level clearance for field trials will hamper the procedure, the head of a group of biotechnology
companies said Thursday. India's Genetic Engineering Approval Committee on July 6 ruled that no-objection
certificates from provincial governments will be necessary to start field trials.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904800304576473793531380426.html

U.S. Food and Farm Policies: a Delicate Balancing Act, Opinion, David Beckmann, The Hill, July 28

As members of Congress look toward the next farm bill, they must rebalance U.S. food and farm policies in
ways that link agriculture with nutrition and health and that promote viable, sustainable livelihoods for all
farmers -- both in the United States and in developing countries.

Native American Farmers Must File Keepseagle Claims By December 27, Agri-Pulse, July 27

Native American farmers and ranchers who are eligible to file a claim in the Keepseagle class action
settlement must do so no later than December 27. The 180-day filing period opened June 29, 2011. Up to
$760 million will be made available in monetary relief, debt relief, and tax relief to successful claimants.
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Keepseagle Native American Farmers 07272011.as

Counting Chickens, EconomistJuly27
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the number of chickens, pigs and sheep, whereas beef-loving Brazil and cow-revering India have the greatest
number of cattle.
http://www.economist.com /blogs/dailychart/2011/07/global-livestock-counts
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US Budget Fight Threatens World Food Security, VOA News, July 27

Despite wavering global food security, agriculture research could be a casualty in the debate over the U.S.
borrowing limit, the latest battleground for advocates demanding deep federal spending cuts. However, in an
unusual twist, the American Enterprise Institute - a leading conservative group - is calling for increased
fundmg for agricultural research to help control soarmg food prices.

Gillibrand Bill would Provide Funds to Help CSAs, Wall Street Journal, July 27

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand has introduced legislation she says will benefit farmers running community
supported agriculture programs. Gillibrand's proposed legislation would create a competitive grant program
to award federal funds to non-profit groups, extension services and government agencies that provide
support to growers. The help could range from marketing to crop development.

http://online.wsj.com/article/APe632e35f61914f97b938a7ecb1037fcf.html

Farm Cuts may be Smaller than Expected: Lawmaker, Reuters, July 27

U.S. agricultural programs face cuts of $10-$11 billion over the next decade as Congress slashes federal
spending to reduce the budget deficit. While such reductions would be on the lower end of suggestions of as
high as $35 billion over 10 years, there would still be less money available when the House and Senate
Agriculture committees begin overhauling the U.S. farm policy next year.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07 /27 /us-usa-agriculture-idUSTRE76Q6E220110727

Community-Supported Agriculture Program: Worth the Hassle?, Wall Street Journal, July 26
CSAs typically deliver a boxful of fresh produce to subscribers every week, with abundant supplies of
vegetables and fruits that vary by season. A growing number of startup farms operate CSAs. CSA subscribers
usually get to visit the farm at least once a season, and many parents use CSAs to teach children where food
comes from and how it is grown.
http://blogs.wsj.com/juggle/2011/07 /26 /csa-worth-the-hassle
SEE ALSO: That’' s NotNeWVYokdimes,Jih\h28t ' s Di nner
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weekly box from a local farm but also wonder how to make the most of their produce. Many find that
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mention their stalks tops, peels and stems

SEE ALSO US Farmers Eliminate the Middleman, VOA News, July 26

With the community-supported agriculture program, customers pay farmers a subscription fee up

front - usually in late winter or early spring- £l O A OEAOA 1 £ BeteikeDAA T 0 1 AAD (
throughout the year.

http://www.voanews.com/english /news/usa/Farmers-Customers-Team-Up-for-Growth-
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Il rradiat i oonk afmalNewdoek Timés, July 26

The big question is this: How do we get the safest and most ethical food system possible while adequately
feeding ourselves? The answer will come in steps ? better regulation and inspection of food production;
stricter labor laws; more rigorous testing for pathogens, to name just a few ? and eventually those steps may
lead to a pomt where 1rrad1at10n is unnecessary.

Inside Polyface Farm, Mecca of Sustainable Agriculture, Andrea Gabor, The Atlantic, July 25

Salatin, the high priest of "grass-farming," as he defines his work, hosts a field day every three years on his
550-acre spread in Swope, Virginia. Visitors have come from as far away to trudge through the thick, soft
pastures and see how Salatin raises cows, chickens, pigs, rabbits, and poultry. One of the most striking things
about the Polyface operation is its remarkable cleanliness. There are relatively few flies or mosquitoes? a
surprlse considering the hundreds of grazmg and pecklng animals. Nor are there any obnox1ous odors.
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National FFA Organization receives Microsoft Funding for Agricultural Career Network, Agri-Pulse, July
25

Microsoft Corp. donated nearly $1.9 million to the National FFA Organization for the creation of the
Agricultural Career Network. The Agricultural Career Network is a new online network to help students track
educational successes, pursue scholarships and ultimately obtain careers in the agriculture industry.
http://www.agri-pulse.com/FFA Microsoft Funding Career Network 7252011.as

Access to Grocers Doesn't Improve Diets, Los Angeles Times, July 17

Better access to supermarkets ? long touted as a way to curb obesity in low-income neighborhoods ?
doesn't improve people's diets, according to new research. The study, published in the Archives of Internal
Medicine, , looked at more than 5,000 African American and Caucasian men and women in Birmingham, Ala.,
Chicago, Minneapolis and Oakland between 1985 and 2001.

http://www.latimes.com /health/la-he-food-deserts-20110712,0,537936.stor

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE
Media Articles:

Congress, Please Add Sugar to Your Tea Party, Opinion, LindaDelgado, The Hill.com, July 27
A 12% cut to Humanitarian aid, an 18% cut to Feed the Future and Development Assistance Programs, a 27%
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interests as well as the poor and hungry. This only puts many of our most vulnerable global citizens at further
risk.
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the global food economy. For decades, rich countries boughtthei0 1T x1 AA Ol A O Gédsiopéadbi OO A O]
them to countries facing famine and drought. This eased crises while failing to build a sustainable farm
economy locally. In the 1990s the WFP began buying food in regions closer to famine-struck areas, mainly
from large agribusinesses in Africa and Asia.

food aid. html

Growing American Jobs through Foreign Aid, Opinion, Chrig?olicinski and Greg Paige, Washington Times,
July 27

One of the most cost-effective ways to do that is through U.S. international affairs programs where
government and business come together to create not only goodwill but opportunities for sustaining and
growing U.S. jobs and potential markets. Representing about 1 percent of our federal budget, this funding
promotes stability and economic growth around the world through development and diplomatic operations.

It helps to build the kind of peaceful, more prosperous societies that desire - and can afford - American
products and services.

India to Create Central Foreign Aid Agency, Guardan, July 26

India's aid commitments have soared in recent years as the country seeks to improve its strategic, political
and economic clout on the world stage, especially as China extends its hand. The agency will be called the
Indlan Agency for Partnership in Development, overseeing $11.3bn over the next five to seven years.

Envoy Says U.S. Will Start Afghan Pullout, Slowly, New YorkTimes, July 25
The new American ambassador to Afghanistan took the oath of office, saying in a succinct but personal speech
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that the United States would start to pull back from its engagement here ? but only gradually. Ambassador
Crocker emphasized the importance to the West of leaving a country that is able to sustain itself ? with a
working government, an economic base and a military.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /26 /world /asia/26afghan.html

North Korea Food Shortage worst in Years despite Farms, Associated Press, July 25
North Korea's food shortage has reached a crisis point this year, aid workers say, largely because of shocks to
the agricultural sector, including torrential rains and the coldest winter in 60 years. Six million North Koreans
are living "on a knife edge" and will go hungry without immediate food aid.
http://old.news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110725/ap on re as/as nkorea feeding the people
SEE ALSO: South Korean Groups Sent Truckloads of Flour into North, VOA News, July 26
The convoy with 300 tons of flour rumbled across the border Tuesday in the border city of Paju. The
flour will feed 22,000 children at a nursery, a children's hospital and a kindergarten.
http://blogs.voanews.com/breaking-news/2011/07/26/south-korean-groups-sent-truckloads-of-

flour-into-north/

Aid to Horn of Africa must be linked to Boosting Long-Term Food Security, UN News Center, July 25
Emergency delivery of aid to people facing drought-related hunger in the Horn of Africa must be accompanied
by longer-term efforts to boost food security in the region, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said, calling for an
agricultural transformation that improves the livelihoods of rural communities in the region. Mr. Ban urged
donors to provide a further $1 billion to assist those facing hunger. An estimated $2 billion in aid is required
for the humanitarian response to the drought emergency, out of which $1 billion has so far been committed.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39138&

Interview with Chris Policinski: CEO says Foreign Aid hits Home, StarTribune, July 23

The one percent we spend on foreign assistance has a big payback. There is a national security story, which is
where we've focused a lot of energy in the discussion up on the Hill before. But there is an economic story,
and it's the jobs story. It's not an academic debate when you consider that 12 percent of our GDP is currently
associated with export markets. Those are jobs; they are jobs for Americans.
http://www.startribune.com/business/126022003.html

Modern Legislation: Moving from Policy to Practice, Larry Knowles, Modernize Aid, July 22

Few would want to return to those chaotic days of the 60s, 70s, and 80s and the dynamics today would not
lend themselves to such a process. Nevertheless, instead of abandoning the mechanism altogether, perhaps a
thoughtful, constructive effort to re-institutionalize foreign aid authorization bills would be a better path.
http://www.modernizeaid.net/2011/07 /22 /modern-legislation-moving-from-policy-to-practice-3/

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)
Media Articles:

Solving the Sanitation Problem is Within Reach, and It could Avoid Many Deaths, Economist, Jy 30
The river systems of India and Bangladesh are rife with diarrheal disease. Some cases arise from drinking
filthy water, most are from ingesting traces of faces from the hands or in food. Climate change may raise
water levels, further contaminating drinking sources in Dhaka and Kolkata. Yet progress is being made in
both countries

http://www.economist.com/node/21524828

Tackling Water Resources Challenge in the Country, Opinion, Solomon Chung afitha A Hassan, Daily
Trust, July 28

Under the pressure of rapid population growth as well as poor management, the available resources of water
are being depleted at a fast rate and the situation seriously underlines the need for taking up integrated plans
for water conservation and utilization for every agro-ecological area to meet the increasing demands of
irrigation, water harvesting, human and livestock consumption, expanding industry, hydro-electric power
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generation, recreation, navigation and other uses.
http://allafrica.com/stories /201107280720.html

Tequila gives new Biofuel Crops a shot, Damian Carrington, Guardian, July 28

Much of the ethanol used as a substitute for petrol is currently produced from corn, especially in the US, and
has been criticized for driving up grain prices to record levels. But the new study found that agave-derived
ethanol could produce good ylelds on hot, dry land and with relatlvely little environmental impact.

U. K. Agri cul t u4Gas EmissiGns Beelind12d %,Bwombergjuly 27

Greenhouse-gas emissions from U.K. agriculture fell 21 percent between 1990 and 2009 as the national cattle
and sheep herds shrank. Greenhouse-gas emissions dropped to the carbon dioxide equivalent of 49.5 million

metric tons, according to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. Methane emissions slid 19
percent and nitrous oxide discharges dropped 23 percent

Sever e Drought in Texas could Result in RaeWashhgtdnosses i n
Post, July 27

About 70 percent of Texas rangeland and pastures are classified as in very poor condition, which means there
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livestock losses could be the worst the state has seen ? perhaps twice the previous single-year record of $4.1

billion set in 2006.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/severe-drought-in-texas-could-result-in-record-losses-in-

nations-no-2-agriculture-state/2011/07/27 /gIQAiNjHcl story.html

Does Indian Ocean Hold Key to East Africa Drought?, VOA News, July 27
Scientist Chris Funk said a drought is not simply due to a lack of rain over a long period, but also a greater
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African Land Grabs threaten Food Security, Christine Stebbins, Reuters Africa, July 26

Rich countries grabbing farmland in Africa to feed their growing populations can leave rural populations
there without land or jobs and make the continent's hunger problem more severe, an environmental think
tank said on Tuesday. In many cases, farmers whose families may have tilled the land for years are unaware
the land -- owned by the government or a community-shared plot -- has been sold.
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFN1E76P28820110726

Storing Water for a Dry Day Leads to Suits, Felicity Barringer, New York Times, July 26

The water banking, a system in which water-rights holders ? mostly in the rural West? store water in
underground reservoirs either for their own future use or for leasing to fast-growing urban areas, has caused
controversy recently in California. Water managers and the farmers they serve have long been major political
players here in Kern County, a center of conservative political power. But even inside these tight circles, there
is increasing friction as governments, businesses ? especially agriculture ? and a population that has
swelled by 26 percent in a decade all compete for water.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /27 /science/earth/27waterbank.html

How Meat and Dairy are Hiking Your Carbon Footprint, TIME, July 26

The EWG recently released its groundbreaking- AAO %AOAOE0O ' OEAA OjanaénirkblyA OA # E AT
comprehensive breakdown of both the environmental footprint and health effects of our food choices. The

USDA's related findings about emissions related to milk and cheese came from a study it conducted of a single

commercial dairy with 10,000 milk cows in southern Idaho. The takeaway from both reports is that eating
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meat and dalry is expenswe and in a whole lot of ways.

Conservative MEPs Get Transparency - but not Climate Change, Guardian, July 24

Tories in the European parliament make public their meetings with lobbyists. So it's a shame this
transparency shows heavy lobbying against the climate targets they voted down. Analysis of the Tory MEPs'
published lobbying contact register for 2010 revealed that, on average, they had had four times as many
meetings with lobbylsts from fossﬂ fuel companies as w1th lobbyists pushlng for deeper cuts in emissions.

transnarencv huhne

Needed: A UN Special Representative on Climate Change and Security, Ambassador Marlene Mosgs
Huffington Post, July 24

The UN Security Council formally recognized the link between climate change and the maintenance of
international peace and security. The move lays a foundation for future work on the issue and demonstrates
growing concern about the potential for climate change to exacerbate existing conflicts and spark new ones
as people are increasingly forced to compete for scarce resources, like food, water, and habitable land.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ambassador-marlene-moses/un-climate-change-security b 908138.html

Thinking Spatially with an Eye in the Sky, USAID Frontlines, June/July 2011

3%26)2h xEEAE | AAT IQis pdfram@hht@€ashgéographic addPakellite idformation to
monitor and manage natural resources more effectively. It provides developing country governments with
the capacity to monitor and forecast the weather, forest fires, air quality, and ecological changes, as well as
respond to severe events such as red tides, landslides, and flooding.
http://www.usaid.gov/press/frontlines/fl jun11/FL jun11 GIS SERVIR.html

WOMEN & GIRLS
Media Articles:

Dusty Broom Closets in Congo: Rethinking Programming to Combat Sexual Violence, Huffington Post,
July 28

There is no doubt that sexual violence occurs at astonishing, horrifying levels in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, a country that a top United Nations official dubbed the "rape capital of the world" in 2010. The most
common narrative employed in Western media is that rape has become a potent, destructive weapon of war
used by the country's countless armed groups in their clutches for power and resources.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/mark-canavera/dusty-broom-closets-in-co b 910430.html

Misrata Nurses battle for Gender Equality amid the Fighting, Guardian, July 28

The female nurses have a simple rule: no crying. No matter what comes through the doors of Misrata's main
casualty hospital, there can be no tears. Keeping their tears private is part of the nurses' mission to convince
the men they can work on an equal footing with them. For all its liberal political credentials, Misrata remains
a fiercely conservative city when it comes to the role of women.

http: //www.guardian.co.uk/world /2011 /jul /28 /misrata-nurses-equality-libya

Women who Eat Lots of Fiber have less Breast Cancer, Reuters, July 28

A fresh look at the medical evidence shows women who eat more fiber are less likely to get breast cancer.
Chinese researchers found those who ate the most of the healthy plant components were 11 percent less
likely to develop breast cancer than women who ate the least.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/28/us-fiber-breast-cancer-idUSTRE76R6YM20110728

Drought Brings Extreme Hardship to Kenyan Women, VOA NewsJuly 28
International humanitarian organization ActionAid says women are one of the worst affected groups
during this and other crises across East Africa. In Kenya, where recurrent droughts have plagued various
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parts of the country over the last few years, women have been left as the sole provider of their families. She

said coping withdroug © AT A EOT CAO Al O BPOOO A x11 AT80 EAAI OE AO
responsibilities as head of the family.

http://www.voanews.com/english /news/africa/east/Drought-Brings-Extreme-Hardship-to-Kenyan-

Women-126329823.html

Canadian Innovators win Global Competition to Tackle Maternal Health, Globe and Mail, July 28
A pair of innovative Canadian proposals aimed at cutting the horrific death rates of developing-world
mothers and babies at birth were selected for funding from among 77 finalists in a global challenge. 03 A OE1 C
LivesatBirth: AGrAT A #EAIT 1 AT CA  #&joiexly furkdéd Ayl GrafdiCiallefizérs Canada, USAID,

I O xsAditdign Ministry, the World Bank, and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/canadian-innovators-win-global-competition-to-tackle-

maternal-health /article2112896/

Healthy Women Are Essential to Advancing U.S. Foreign Policy Agenda, Opinion, Tamara Kreinin, RH
Reality Check Blog, July' 2

Investing in international family planning maximizes the impact of our foreign aid dollars and is critical to the
health of women and their families around the world. When women are healthy and empowered, they can
spark a ripple effect in their families, communities, and nations that can lead to lower rates of poverty and
stronger economic growth and productivity. With its short-sighted decision to cut UNFPA funding, the
subcommittee is crlpplmg its best ally in promoting healthier families, and prosperous and stable soc1et1es

DRCongo: New Businesses Transf{UWDmMJUWR2Ah u Women's | ives
Hundreds of women whose husbands were killed or who experienced sexual violence during more than a

decade of conflict in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo have started setting up small businesses to

help rebuild their lives.
http://www.beta.undp.org/undp/en/home/ourwork/crisispreventionandrecovery/successstories/new co
mmunity centershelptransformcongolesewomenslives.html

Scaling Up Child And Mom Nutrition, Editorial, VOA News, July 26

I EAAI OEU phmnmn AAUO AEAT GCAO OEA AT OOOA yhokefidh AEEI AGO 1
communities and even countries, because healthy children who get off to a good start will be more productive

members of the workforce," said Secretary Clinton. That is why Secretary of State Clinton and Irish Deputy

Prime Minister Mary Coughlan and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade Eamon Gilmore announced a new

commitment to Tanzania.

http://www.voanews.com/policy/editorials /Scaling-Up-Child-And-Mom-Nutrition--126212178.html

Afghan Women opposed by Former Allies, Washington Post, July 25

The nine women appointed last year to negotiate with the Taliban were ready to confront the architects of
| ZCEAT EOOAT 80 11 00 OAeronbtpfemfodforshe® &f infildly ctitROthed A
women they claim to represent. When the council first met, the nine female members were quickly
marglnallzed

lhes 2011/07/17 /gl ACROlYI story.html

Cows-for-Bride Inflation Spurs Cattle Theft in South Sudan, Bloomberg, July 25

Bride prices have surged 44 percent since 2005, when a U.S.-brokered peace accord came into force, and

AOGOOAT Ol U EAT £ 1 £ OEA T AT A Pl DGIEAOEOO AR A GO A OEGROA @1 M
raiders are poor, uneducated youths who were born in the shadow of the armed conflict between the Muslim

north and the south, where traditional religions and Chrlstlanlty predomlnate

in- south sudan html
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How Milk Is Expressed Affects Nursing, New York Times, July 25

When a newborn fails to latch onto the breast or suck successfully, mothers can express their breast milk by
hand or by using an electric pump. A new study suggests that those who express by hand are more likely to
still be nursing two months later. Researchers studied 68 mothers of infants 12 to 36 hours old who had
difficulty breast-feeding, randomly assigning the women to either 15 minutes of electric pumping or 15
minutes of hand expression.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /26 /health /research/26patterns.html

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES
Media Articles:

A Prince of the Coffee Bean, Wall Street Journal, July 29

This year, Honduras passed Guatemala as the top coffee producer in Central America, the region that
produces the bulk of the world's washed arabicas, the most expensive and sought-after coffee beans, which
are used in gourmet blends. Honduras's harvest this season was 3.8 million 60-kilogram bags of coffee,
compared with 3.5 million bags for Guatemala. The rise of Honduras provides the global coffee market with
another top player, and a boost for the impoverished nation's economy.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904800304576474211973637364.html

India Food Inflation Eases to Slowest Pace Since February 2009 on Pulses, Bloomberg July 28

Indiad fOod inflation decelerated to the slowest pace since February 2009 after prices of pulses, milk, meat

and fisheased. &1 I A AT OO0 | AU OEOAh )T AEABO Aibter&tdakekforAhhT E OAEA C
11th time since mid-March 2010. The possibility of deficient rains, higher prices offered by the government to

procure farm products and inadequate egg and meat supplies could stoke inflation.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-07-28/india-food-inflation-eases-to-slowest-pace-since-february-

2009-on-pulses.html

Traders and Financiers Expect Coffee Crash, Financial Times, July 28

For so long a niche market handled almost exclusively by trading houses and roasters, over the past few years

Al £EAA EAO AOOOAAOAA OEF ClejdEetly folsh Hedgh ftnilsOr irididectE | OAOOT 006 |
through commodities indices. So the outlook now matters beyond the traditional coffee industry.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/e9608a0e-b8f0-11e0-bd87-00144feabdc0.html

"Land Grabs" in Agriculture: Fairer Deals Needed to Ensure Opportunity for Locals, Danielle Nierenberg,
Huffington Post, July 27

The trend of international land grabbing - when governments and private firms invest in or purchase large
tracts of land in other countries for the purpose of agricultural production and export - can have serious
environmental and social consequences. Deals that focus solely on financial profit can leave rural populations
more vulnerable and without land, employment opportunities, or food security.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/danielle-nierenberg/land-grabs-in-agriculture b 909926.html

Poor Countries Fight for Reform of Global Tax Systems, Guardian, July 27

The OECD club of rich countries is battling poorer states over a controversial global tax deal that could affect
multinational tax schemes. More than a quarter of G20 member states 7 including Mexico, its next chair 7 are
on record in favor of a stronger committee, and now, after years of relative quiescence on this crucial issue,
developing countries seem to be finding their voice.

http: //www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters /2011 /jul /27 /global-tax-reform-
developing-countries

Corn Drops as Rainfall in U.S., China Eases Concerns on Crop Yield Losses, Bloomberg, July 27

Corn declined as rain and cooler weather in growing areas of the U.S. eased concerns about yield losses.
Wheat retreated after Egypt said it bought Russian grain. Rains in the U.S. northern and southern plains and
North China may favor development of corn and soybean crops. As much as 1.25 inches of rain is expected
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through today in parts of lowa, the biggest producer of corn and soybeans
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Medvedev Takes Tough WTO Stance to Protect Agriculture, Moscow Times July 26

Medvedev said that about $9 billion would be spent on agricultural subsidies up to 2012, with a gradual

decrease seen by 2017. He also stressed that Russia retained the right to increase import duties on some

products to help its farmers. "The level of customs protection on agricultural products will remain sufficient

[after WTO accession], and Russia will have the right to increase import duties on some f OEAOA DHOT AOAOO86
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/medvedev-takes-tough-wto-stance-to-protect-

agriculture/441093.html

Crop Prices Erode Farm Subsidy Program, Wall Street Journal, July 25

Grain prices are far too high to trigger payouts under the program's "price support” formula. The market has
done what decades of political wrangling couldn't: slash farm subsidies. Though the subsidy payments always
ebbed and flowed with crop prices, many economists are convinced that what is happening now is different. A
fundamental upward shift in crop prices is creating the real possibility that Midwestern farmers won't ever
again qualify for the primary form of farm subsidy.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903461104576460272550902038.html

Food Prices to Stay High Amid Underinvestment, Climate Change, IFAD Says, Bloomberg, July 24
Global food costs tracked by the UN increased in June for the 10th time in the past 12 months, staying near a
record on higher rice, sugar and dairy prices, while meat reached an all-time high. Aid to agriculture dropped
to 4.3 percent of total assistance in 2008 from 18 percent in 1979.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-07-25/food-prices-to-stay-high-amid-underinvestment-climate-

change-ifad-says.html

Africa's Mobile Economic Revolution, Guardian, July 24

Africa has experienced an incredible boom in mobile phone use over the past decade. In 1998, there were
fewer than four million mobiles on the continent. Today, there are more than 500 million. In Uganda alone, 10
million people, or about 30% of the population, own a mobile phone, and that number is growing rapidly
every year. It may seem unlikely, given its track record in technological development, but Africa is at the
centre of a mobile revolutlon

AGRIBUSINESS

Media Articles:

DuPont Earnings rise as Strong Revenue somewhat offset by Costs, Washington PostJuly 28

$001 1 O #1-gudrter e@dingsrdse’s percent as the impact of surging revenue was partly offset by
acquisition costs. The chemical maker also raised its outlook for the year. DuPont attributed its results to
strong sales in its agriculture, performance chemicals and safety and protection units, as well as benefits from
its acqulsmon of Danlsco a Danish food additives maker.

ffset b costs -raises-view- for- ear/2011/07/28/g1QAr8;j beI stor html

Bunge Earnings Boosted by Agribusiness, Financial Times, July 28

The precarious state of global grain markets underpinned results for Bunge,| T A T £ OEA x1 Ol A§0O 1 AC
commodities traders. On a per share basis, earnings rose to $1.78 in the quarter, excluding one-time gains and

charges, after a loss of 57 cents per share in the second quarter of 2010.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/b9347a6a-b919-11e0-bd87-00144feabdc0.html

Cargill Defines Food Chain While Assailing Government Hoarding, Bloomberg,July 26
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CEO Greg Page, who runs the largest agricultural company in the U.S., has a good idea whom to blame for the
global surge in food prices at the end of 2010: governments. Page warned that further disruptions might
ratchet up costs so much that governments would jump in with more regulations -- not only on grain
shipments but also on energy, trade and financial markets. Such moves could discourage investing in
agriculture and hurt the poor.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-07-27 /cargill-defines-food-chain-while-assailing-government-

hoarding.html

Syngenta's Profit Rises 14%, Wall Street Journal, JyP3

The Swiss agrochemicals giant reported a profit of $1.42 billion, boosted by buoyant demand from farmers in
Asia and Europe. Sales also jumped 14%, to $7.70 billion. Syngenta AG said it plans to raise prices for seeds
and fertilizers in 2012 due to inflationary pressure in emerging markets and continued strong global demand
by farmers, as the company posted a 14% rise in first-half profit but missed expectations.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903461104576461231750374802.html

Banner Photograph: © Ray Witlin / World Bank
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