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Quote of the Week: — We created a program calleffeed the Futureand we have worked with now nearly 20
countries that have each made commitments to increase their own investments in agriculture and food security,
to target women aml girls, women being the largegtthe people who provide the most labor on farron small
farms in particular in SubSaharan Africa. And we decided we would work in a comprehensive way, from seed
research to access to improved agricultural inputs to imgying agricultural marketing systems, and ultimately
enabling countries to achieve food security on their o@ARajiv Shah, USAID Administrator, Press Briefing in
Nairobi, Kenya, July 2011

For more information:

- The Global Food for ThoughBlog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for Thought can be found on the Initiative' s websit
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Foodor Thoughtweekly, please register here.

- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thoughtveekly, please click here.

- Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

Former Ag Sec Glickman Pushes for Higher Level Debates on Ag Issues, Agri-Pulse, July 18

Former Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman encouraged farm and conservation communities to pressure

their policymakers for renewed and responsible spending on farm program dollars. He said this pressure is
especially important on the verge of a gl obal popul at i
areas where agricultural research is needed to solve global food and conservation problems, he emphasized
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the importance of discussingagri cul t ur al i ssues at the highest |
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Glickman Push Debates sg 07182011.as

Agricultural Innovation to Feed the World, Opinion, Paul Schickletiuffington Post, July 21

From the Green Revolution of the 1960's to today's GPS-based planting, from better environmental practices
to new forms of seed - agriculture is innovation. With the global population predicted to reach 9 billion by
2050, farmers worldwide will continue to face an even greater challenge to feed their families and their
communities. Agricultural innovation supports broader economic and job growth, is fundamental to
maintaining our competitive advantage, and allows us to provide the tools necessary to optimally use each
acre in production.

http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-schickler/agricultural-innovation-t b 906055.html

Global Research Coalition Approves Six New Cutting-Edge Agriculture, Food and Natural Resource
Programs to Sustainability Boost Food Security Worldwide, CGIAR Fund, July 20
The CIGAR approved six new programs, totaling some $957 million, aimed at improving food security and the
sustainabl e management of the water, soils, and
countries. The newly created CGIAR Fund is expected to provide $477.5 million, with the balance of the
support needed likely to come from bilateral donors and other sources.
http://www.cgiarfund.org/cgiarfund /node/285
SEE ALSO: New CGIAR Research Program Aimed at Productivity, Hagstrom Report, July 20
The programs will target regions of the world where recurrent food crises - combined with the global
financial meltdown, volatile energy prices, natural resource depletion, and climate change - undercut
and threaten the livelihoods of millions of poor people.

Www.hagstromreport.com

U.S. Response to Declaration of Famine in Somalia and Drought in the Horn of Africa, Hillary Clinton,
U.S. Stte Department, July 20

We have already responded with over $431 million in food and non-food emergency assistance this year
alone. But it is not enough -- the need is only expected to increase and more must be done by the United
States and the international community. That is why the United States government is providing an additional
$28 million in aid for people in Somalia and for Somali refugees in Kenya.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/07/168792.htm

SEE ALSO: Somalia Famine: US Pledges a further $28m in Aid, Guardian, dly 21
Around $5m is expected to be spent on relief for Somali refugees arriving daily at Dadaab refugee
complex in Kenya. The rest will be spent on food aid and other basic services.

What's Driving Food Prices, Farm Foundation, July 2011

A new report from Farm Foundation, NFP finds that while some of the same factors that drove commodity
and food price increases in 2008 are at work today, new and very different factors have also emerged. The
report cites the role of two persistent demand shocks--corn for biofuels production and soybeans for China -
in the mix of factors pushing commodity prices in recent months. Other significant factors include weather-
related production shortfalls, changes in cropping patterns and a weak and volatile U.S. dollar.
http://farmfoundation.org/news/articlefiles/1742-FoodPrices web.pdf

Potential of Agricultural Technologies Survey, IFPRI, July 18

IFPRI is currently conducting a project entitled "How to achieve food security in a world of growing scarcity:
role of technology devel opment strategies”. The
production and yields; production costs; soil and water quality; on-farm incomes; and the use of water,
energy, and other resources.

http://www.ifpri.org/blog/potential-agricultural-technologies-survey
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First Lady Michelle Obama Announces Commitments to Expand Access to Healthy, Affordable Food,
White House Blog, July 20

First Lady announced nationwide commitments from major food retailers to open or expand over 1,500
stores to help provide healthy, affordable food to millions of people in areas that do not currently have easy
access to fresh, nutritious food. Across the country, 23.5 million Americans —including 6.5 million children —
live in underserved communities that do not have readily avallable fresh foods for reasonable prlces

Xpand access-healthy- affordable foo
SEE ALSO: Walmart to Target US ‘Food Deserts’, Wall Street JournalJuly 20

Walmartpl ans to open up to 300 new stores over the nex
income Americans lack easy access to groceries, a move that could help it secure new revenue

growth and burnish its image. Walmart, which is aiming to reach up to 800,000 potential new

customers, said Mrs Obama had helped to focus the company on providing access to healthy food.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c528cce0-b2f2-11e0-86b8-00144feabdc0.html

SEE ALSO: First Lady, Grocers Vow to Build Stores in ‘Food Deserts’, Washington Post, July 20
Participating retailers promised to open more than 500 stores that will employ tens of thousands of

people.

http: //www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/first-lady-grocers-vow-to-build-stores-in-
food-deserts/2011/07/20/gIQA9LHRQI story.html

SEE ALSO: Fact Sheet: Access to Healthy, Affordable Food,, AO6 O -1 OAh * Ol U ¢tuvv
http://www.letsmove.gov/sites/letsmove.gov/files/Food access factsheet.pdf

Limited Interagency Coordination and Insufficient Controls over U.S. Funds in Afghanistan Hamper
U.S. Efforts to Develop the Afghan Financial Sector and Safeguard U.S. Cash, Office of the Special Inspector
Gereral for Afghanistan Reconstruction, July 20
This report discusses the results of a performance audit of U.S. efforts to improve the capacity of the Afghan
government to regulate the financial sector and to strengthen the controls that U.S. agencies use to track U.S.
funds as they flow through the Afghan economy.
http://www.sigar.mil/pdf/audits/SIGAR%20Audit-11-13.pdf
SEE ALSO: At Kabul Airport, Exodus of U.S. Aid Goes On, Washington Post, July 20
Kabul's international airport has | ong been seen as
perfect venue through which travelers can smuggle out hundreds of millions of dollars in U.S. aid that
was intended for development projects.

us- ald oes-on/2011/07/19/g1QAzPVdPI blog.html

Secretary Clinton’s Remarks on The Working Women’s Forum, U.S. State Department, July 20

From Bangladesh to India to South Africa to Chile and |
lives change, as we heard fromt he wonder f ul story earlier. I m very ple
a very important global financial company, has decided to support a training program through the Indian

School of Business to help self-help groups bring even more knowledge and skills about how to take your

businesses from the very local village level to the cities, to the countries, to the world.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/07/168835.htm

Our Response to the Horn of Africa Drought, Opinion,Rajiv Shah, USAID Impact Blog, July 20
Throughout the region, more than 11.5 million people are in need of emergency assistance, and there is no
quick fix to that need. The US is doing everything it can to help relieve that suffering with food, water,
healthcare, and other critical services. Our priority is to save lives, and our experts are working day and night
to find every channel possible to provide that desperately needed assistance.

http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/07 /our-response-to-the-horn-of-africa-drought/

Opening of Central Asia and Afghanistan Women's Economic Symposium, U.S. State Department, July 19

Assistant Secretary Robert O. Blake and Ambassador-at-L ar ge f or Gl obal Women’'s | ssue:
welcomed over 200 women entrepreneurs, policy makers, educators and civil society leaders from

Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan to the three-day Strategies
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for Success: Central Asia and Afghanistan Women
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2011/07/168776.htm

Special Briefing: Ambassador Johnnie Carson, Current Situation in the Horn of Africa, U.S. State
Department, July 19

The current crisis in the Horn threatens the lives of those at risk, especially young children and women. And it
also endangers the hard-won development gains and the future prospects of millions of people throughout
East Africa and the Horn. Today, over 11 million people are in need of emergency assistance in the Horn of
Africa. In Kenya, an estimated 3.6 million people have been affected.
http://www.state.gov/p/af/rls/spbr/2011/168786.htm

11 Million People in Need, Opinion, Donald Steinberg, USAID Deputy Administratduffington Post, July 15
Since October 2010, the U.S. Government has provided more than $383 million worth of assistance, including
314,000 metric tons of food -- mostly a blend of corn and soy, legumes and vegetable oil. More than 4.1
million people have benefitted from this help. USAID experts in food security, Africa, and humanitarian
assistance are working together with partners from other U.S. Government agencies.

http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/donald-steinberg/11-million-people-in-need b 900369.html

UPCOMING EVENTS

Conservation Science and Policy
Date: July 17th —20th, 2011
Location Washington, DC

The theme of the meeting IibBecy”CGhebalVaPéensp&ciiewnees

focus for this year’s meeting is exploring ways
and application at local, national, and international scales. Secretary Glickman will share his thoughts and
personal experiences on the long-term implications of food and agricultural policy on conversation in the
United States and around the world.

http://www.swcs.org/

Climate Change and its Global Implications for People, Ethics and Equity

Date: July 21-22, 2011

Location: Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

The Climate Change Conference is for any person with an interest in, and concern for, scientific, policy and
strategic perspectives in climate change. It will address a range of critically important themes relating to the
vexing question of climate change.

http://on-climate.com/conference-2011

A Federal Clean Energy Standard: Understanding Important Policy Elements

Date July 27

Location: Washington, D.C.

RFF's Center for Climate and Electricity Policy and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are co-hosting a
one-day workshop to present current analysis of CES policies—drawn upon recent empirical modeling and
conceptual thinking by RFF, other independent and government research lnstltutlons as well stakeholders

Elements aspx

Reforming U.S. Foreign Aid: Recommendations from the OECD Development Assistance Committee
Peer Review

Date: July 28,2011

Location: Washington, DC

The Global Economy and Development at Brookings and the OECD will host a discussion on the recently
completed peer review of the United States. ]. Brian Atwood, chair of the OECD Development Assistance
Committee, wild.l provide an over vi esrenarks, panklats ijpcladng

s Econi

and
to i mp
revi ew
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Donald Steinberg, deputy administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, Senior Fellow
Homi Kharas, deputy director of Global Economy and Development at Brookings, and Connie Veillette,
director of the Rethinking U.S. Foreign Assistance Program at the Center for Global Development, will discuss
the review process and its conclusions in the context of ongoing reforms.
http://www.brookings.edu/events/2011/0728 foreign aid reform.aspx

World Food Prize 25th Anniversary

Date October 12th —14th, 2011

Location: Des Moines, [A

The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at
www.worldfoodprize.org.

American Society of Agronomy Annual Meeting

Date: October 16th —19th, 2011

Location: San Antonio, TX

The American Society of Agronomy, together with the Crop Science Society of America and Soil Science

Society of America, will host their International Annual Meetings, which brings together 4,000 scientists,

professionals, educators, and students. The t heme of t h eFunddmensal for Efe: §oi,s meet i ng
Crop, & Environmental Sciences,"anhd f eatures the symp@Glsolhan, FdFecd dSe¢ hwer iFu
of hundreds of symposia and sessions that will be presented throughout the week. For more information, visit

www.acsmeetings.org

2011 Africa Prize for Leadership

Date October 22, 2011

Location: New York, NY

The Africa Prize honors a distinguished African man or woman who has exhibited exceptional leadership in
bringing about the sustainable end of hunger at the national, regional or continent-wide level. The 2011
Annual Fall Event will include the awarding of The Hunger Project's Africa Prize for Leadership for the
Sustainable End of Hunger. The laureates for the 2011 Africa Prize for Leadership for the Sustainable End of
Hunger: President of Malawi, Bingu wa Mutharika and Liberian Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Florence
Chenoweth.

http://www.thp.org/what we do/key initiatives/honoring africa leadership/2011

Future-Proof Farming

Date: November 9, 2011

Place Bibliothéque Solvay, Brussels

Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy needs to meet gr ow
safety to ecological sustainability and climatec hange. Meanwhil e, Europe’s farmers
ecological challenges, yet agriculture can contribute much to the creation of an environment-friendly and

resource-efficient economy. Representatives from the farming sector will go into discussion with EU

policymakers and experts from academic circles and civil society to debate the challenges facing European

agriculture, European farmers and the role a reformed CAP should playinsolving t he wor |l d’' s f ood c
http://www.friendsofeurope.org/Contentnavigation/Events/Eventsoverview/tabid /1187 /EventType/Event

View/Eventld/1066/Futureprooffarming.aspx

Agricultural R&D: Investing in Africa’s Future

Date December 5-7, 2011

Location: Accra, Ghana

ASTI, together with the International Food Policy Report Institute, and the Forum for Agricultural Research in
Africa, is convening a conference on agricultural R&D in Africa focused on the following themes: 1. Levels and
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Stability of Agricultural R&D Investments; 2. Human Resource Development of Agricultural R&D; 3. Aligning
and Rationalizing Institutional Structures; and 4. Measuring and Improving the Effectiveness of R&D Systems.
http://www.ifpri.org/event/agricultural-rd-investing-africa-s-future

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th —15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http: //www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date: March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector. The conference will be co-hosted by the Future
Agricultures Consortium based at the Institute of Development Studies and the Institute of Statistical Social
and Economic Research.

http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.ph

CONTINUING SPECIAL COVERAGE: DROUGHT IN THE HORN OF AFRICA
Media Articles:

Fighting Famine is complicated by Old Rivalries and Alliances, Economist July 21

For the first time since the 1980s, the UN has declared a famine in Africa. The epicenter of the famine is in
Somalia and Ethiopia—as aid agencies have made abundantly clear in their funding appeals—but the
situation in neighboring Eritrea is almost as desperate and politically much more complicated. Almost alone
on the continent, Eritrea turns away foreign aid.

http://www.economist.com/node/189892137story id=18989213

Famine in the Horn of Africa, Financial TimesJuly 21

Somalia is a humanitarian disaster at the best of times. So the exodus under way reflects how much more
hellish the crisis is now. The resilience of a tough people has eroded as rains fail, tyranny prevails and the
flight of farmers and traders deprives large areas of food. This spreading crisis provides another reminder
that the consequences of state failure in Somalia — piracy, terrorism and hunger — cannot be ringfenced. Nor,
because these problems are intractable, can they be ignored.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/bd8e5fae-b3c4-11e0-855b-00144feabdc0.html

This Week's Real Crisis, Huffington Post, July 21

There is an urgent need right now for money so that aid can be delivered. The British response has been good
- the public are giving generously to appeals and the government has stepped up quickly with emergency
assistance. But the same cannot be said for other world leaders. France is yet to announce any additional
funds. And countries including Italy and Germany are not doing enough.
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/jamie-drummond/this-weeks-real-crisis b 904569.html

Somali President Issues Urgent Appeal for Aid as Famine hits Nation, CNN, Jul1

The Somali president issued an urgent appeal for international aid as his drought-stricken country faces a
famine that has left half of the population in dire need. Nearly half the people in Somalia are in crisis and
roughly $300 million in aid is needed in the next two months. Aid agencies estimate that 10 million people in
Kenya, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Uganda and Somalia are at risk of famine.
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http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/africa/07/21/somalia.famine/

UN to Hold Emergency Meeting, Guardian, July 21
Famine was declared in two regions of Somalia —the first time this has occurred since 1992 —with 3.7 million
people needing urgent humanitarian assistance. A further 8 million people require food in neighboring
countries such as Kenya and Ethiopia. Topping the agenda will be discussions on how to deliver aid safely and
effectlvely into Somalla About 135,000 Somalis have ﬂed the country, malnly to Ethiopia and Kenya

li

Famine in Somalia is Killing Tens of Thousands, Washington PostJuly 20

The US announced that it would give $28 million in aid to Somalis on top of the more than $431 million in
food and other emergency assistance it has provided this year to the eastern Horn of Africa. The famine is
unfolding in the southern Somali regions of Bakool and Lower Shabelle, which are largely controlled by al-
Shabab. Nearly half of Somali a
those, 2.8 million live in the south.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/un-famine-in-somalia-is-killing-tens-of-

s 3.7 million people faf

thousands/2011/07/20/gIQAbV3iPI story.html

SEE ALSO: Somali Militants Vow to Block Aid Workers, Forbes, July 22
An al-Qaida-linked militant group has said it will not allow banned aid organizations to return,
meanlng only a handful of agencies will be able to respond to the worsemng famine.

famlne 8579020 html
SEE ALSO: Famine in Somalia in Pictures, NPR, July 22
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=138577588

Somali Famine puts Spotlight on Country’s Misrule, Wall Street Journaljuly 20

The clamor from aid agencies for fundsandaccess to halt what they are calling
years has put a spotlight on the ingrained crisis in Somalia, a failed state held hostage by Islamist extremists,

pirates and warlord politicians in which aid has been repeatedly diverted.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/a48cb5b4-b2d4-11e0-bc28-00144feabdc0.html

UN Raises Aid Fund Appeal over Africa Famine, Libya, Reuters, July 20

The UN said it needs $7.9 billion this year, $500 million more than it had originally sought, to fund relief
operations in the face of spreading humanitarian crises in Africa and Asia. Military conflicts in Libya and Ivory
Coast, causing the displacement of tens of thousands of people, heightened political strife in Yemen, floods in
the Philippines and food shortages in North Korea had all worsened the situation.
http://afreuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE76]J0KY20110720

The West Must Start Heeding Early Famine Warnings, Editorial, Globe and Mail, July 19

Today, no such excuse exists. The international community has the benefit of a sophisticated early warning
system. Yet these warnings went unheeded. Last year's UN appeals for $500-million for food security in East
Africa fell well short. Only one-fifth of the $22-billion pledged in 2009 by the G-8 countries for agricultural aid
has been disbursed —though Canada has given more than two-thirds of its pledges.
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/editorials/the-west-must-start-heeding-early-famine-

warnings/article2102777/

'Europe not Doing Enough'’ for Africa Drought, Yahoo News, July 17
A British official called on rich European countries to do more to help some 10 million people who need aid
because of a devastating drought in the Horn of Africa. International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell
told reporters in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi that the British government will give $85 million to drought
relief and he urged other nations to contribute more.
http://old.news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110717/ap on re af/af east africa drought

SEE ALSO: UK Pledges £52m Aid to Victims of East African Drought, Guardian, July 16

Faced with a worsening humanitarian disaster, Britain will provide financial assistance to the three
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worst affected countrles Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia.

First UN Emergency Airlift Arrives in Nairobi With Aid for Somali Refugees, ABC News, July 17

The first U.N. emergency airlift flight arrived in the Kenyan capital today to assist the hundreds of thousands
of Somalis who have fled the drought and famine afflicting their homeland. Today's flight is the first of a series
of five scheduled to arrive in Nairobi this week. Another airlift is scheduled to arrive in Ethiopia next week
with supplles and up to 20,000 tents

refugees/storv71d 14091869

U.S. Red Tape Could Doom Somalia, The Daily Beast, July 17

State Department intervention could spur the international communitytoact. But sadl y, Cl i nton
announcement is meaningless thanks to a bureaucratic snafu within the U.S. government. In 2009 the U.S.

spent roughly half as much in food and disaster aid to Somalia ($130 million) as it did in military assistance

($246 million) not including CIA programs, such as drones.

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2011/07 /17 /somalia-drought-the-law-that-is-preventing-u-s-

aid.html

S

Misery Follows as Somalis Try to Flee Hunger, New York Times, July 15

Somali refugees are fleeing one of the worst droughts in Somalia in 60 years and many have walked for weeks
through an anarchic landscape replete with bandits and militants but little food. Somalia is once again
spewing misery across its borders, and once again man-made dimensions are making this natural disaster
more acute.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /16 /world /africa/16somalia.html

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES
Media Articles:

Gang of Six Plan Would Delay Ag Cuts until 2012 Farm Bill, Hagstrom Report, July 22

Senate Budget Committee Chairman Kent Conrad said that the Gang of Sixse nat or s’ budget plan w
farm program cuts to begin in the 2012 farm bill rather than earlier. The views of House Agriculture

Committee Chairman Frank Lucas that farm program cuts should begin after the 2012 crop year are an

entirely reasonableappr oach, Conrad said. “In effect, farmers were
support, and to pull the rug out from under them prematurely I think would be especially unfair. So yes, our

pl an would permit that."?”

http://www.hagstromreport.com

The Giving Trees: Five Trees You've Never Heard of that Are Helping to End Hunger, Danielle
Nierenberg,The Huffington Post, July 21

We know that trees can help mitigate climate change by sequestering carbon dioxide from the earth's
atmosphere. But what is less widely understood is how many of these trees can also help to bring an end to
hunger and poverty. Today, Nourishing the Planet takes a look at five varieties of tree that you have likely
never heard of, but that are helping to allev1ate hunger and poverty and protect the environment.

The Cost of Spurning GM Crops is Too High, Guardian, July 21

Food insecurity and climate change highlight the challenges of sustainably feeding a growing world
population. Further research using GM methods opens new possibilities for raising and stabilizing yields,
improving resistance to pests and diseases and withstanding abiotic stresses such as drought and cold. But in
Europe, taxpayers are not benefitting from their deployment. In contrast, Canada, China, the US and South
America are blazing ahead with GM and India is not far behind.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/jul/21/gm-debate
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Feeding a Hungry World with Trees, Reuters, July 20

Millions of farmers from around Africa have improved their soils and boosted their livelihoods by culturing
nitrogen-fixing species such the indigenous African acacia, Faidherbia albida or others like Gliricidia selumor
Calliandra calothyrsusintroduced from Central America. Within only a few years of planting these trees and
shrubs, farmers were reaping abundant harvests of maize from fields whose exhausted soil had previously
produced almost nothing.

Congress's Short-Sighted Farm Policy, Dan Morgan, Huffington Post, July 20

This summer, agriculture is again center stage in the policy debate -- as an inviting target for deep budget
cuts. That's unfortunate. There's plenty of fat and waste in the farm programs, but there's also an urgent need
for a new vision of American farming in the 21st century.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-morgan/us-farm-policy- b 901793.html

Creating a Food Reserve, Jerry Hagstrom, AgWeek, July 18

When the agriculture ministers from the G-20 countries met in Paris in June, they assigned the World Food
Program the job of developing a pilot program for an emergency food reserve, but the language surrounding
the reserve is so tepid it will be surprising if it amounts to much. Free market advocates never have been fond
of reserves, saying that their existence is likely to interfere with markets and most likely lower prices.
http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id /18777 /group/Agribusiness

Fighting Climate Change Offers Opportunity to Boost African Agriculture, David Musyoka and Ronald
Njoroge, Xinhua, July 14

Fighting the effects of climate change is an opportunity for enhancing investments into the key sectors that
could enable African states to achieve faster economic growth. Judith Rodin, the president of Rockefeller
Foundation, said investments that focus on tackling the social effects of climate change have the potential to
change the lives of the African populations and create industries that could also help in fighting poverty
across the continent.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/indepth/2011-07/14/c 13985806.htm

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE

Reports:

Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2011, Development Initiatives, July 2011
Humanitarian aid is being stretched. Millions of people in sub-Saharan Africa are living with conflict and its
legacy; natural disasters such as the earthquake in Haiti and the floods in Pakistan have the power to disrupt
and sometimes even paralyze economic and social infrastructure; recovery and reconstruction remain
uneven following large-scale conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan; and political turmoil is escalating in parts of the
Middle East and North Africa. In many instances the people already affected by crises face additional threats,
their livelihoods made more insecure by the effects of climate change and the vagaries of the global economy.
http://www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/07 /gha-report-2011.pdf
SEE ALSO: Aid Policy: Record Donor Aid, Record Costs, IRIN News, July 20
The report, which looks at aid year-on-year over the past decade, also shows that disaster
preparedness is consistently sidelined; and that emergency aid is spent in the same countries year-
on-year, begging the question: is it the right solution to the problem?
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=93279

Media Articles:

Soft Power, Hard Hearts: The Public is much less keen on Aid Spending than the Prime Minister is, The

Economist, July 21

A new opinion poll shows deep skept i c Hldrds ofvdsponddnts Mr .  Ca mi
say that British foreign policy has changed for the worse under this government. Fully 57% say aid spending
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should be reduced, with Tory voters particularly scornful of arguments that it boosts national security by
preventing states from sliding into anarchy, by halting chaotic migrant flows, or by any other means.
http://www.economist.com/node/18988738
SEE ALSO: Resolute on Aid: David Cameron in Africa, Editorial, Guardian, July 20
David Cameron’s pledge to increase devel opment aid
to defend. Yet it is hard to blame the public for its skepticism about aid. For more than half a century
western nations have been spending on ald sometlmes with relatlvely little to show for their efforts.

PepsiCo Foundation Provides $700,000 Grant to American Pakistan Foundation for Long-term Flood

Relief Program in Pakistan, Bloomlerg, July 21

PepsiCo provided a $700,000 grant to the American Pakistan Foundation to develop and execute a year-long
flood recovery and rehabilitation program for the most devastated regions of Pakistan. The grant is part of a
broader PepsiCo Foundation commitment to disaster-relief in Pakistan that has so far totaled $1,000,000.

What do Africans Need Most—Aid or Infrastructure?, Economist, July 21

The African Development Bank says that a shortage of roads, housing, water, sanitation and electricity

reduces sub-SaharanAf ri ca’'s output by about 40%. There is no con
infrastructure is holding the continent back. But how to finance more of it?

http://www.economist.com/node/18989203

New UN-Managed Fund for Livestock Breed Conservation receives First Donation, UN News Centre, July
21

A new fund designed to help developing countries conserve and use their livestock breeds in a sustainable

way has received the first contribution of a total of $1 million from Germany, Norway and Switzerland. The
plan, adopted by all FAO Member States in 2007, has become a key instrument for the conservation and
sustainable use of animal genetic resources at the global, regional and national levels.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39100&

Fighting a 50 Percent Solution in Afghanistan, Foreign Policy, July 21

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton sought to reassure a worried India that the US has no plan to cut and
run when it comes to Afghanistan, no matter how ready the American public may be to end its longest-ever
war. "l want to be very clear. The United States is committed to Afghanistan and to the region. We will be
there," Clinton said. That American commitment, Clinton said, extends to the country's women.
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/21/fighting a 50 percent solution in afghanistan

Aid is a National Security Investment, Opinion, Anthony Bergin, July 20

Our aid is a long-term investment in Australia's national security, and business must be a key partner.
Australia's aid budget is $4.3 billion, or 0.33 per cent of gross national income. There's a commitment to
increase overseas aid to 0.5 per cent of GNI by 2015 That S llkely to double a1d spending to about $8bn.

1226097818719

Resumption of Aid for Niger: European Commission releases €25 million, European Commission, July 19

The European Commi ssion has released €25 million in bui
since the investiture of the new president, Mahamadou Issoufou, in April 2011 and since the EU resumed in

full its cooperation with Niger on 20 June. With these funds the government will be able to step up its fight

against poverty, in particular by concentrating on the social sectors (education and health).
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=1P/11/904&

US Steps Up Push for Aid Recognition in Pakistan, Seattle Times, July 19

Desperate to win hearts and minds in Pakistan, the U.S. has begun pushing aid organizations working in the
country's most dangerous region along the Afghan border to advertise that they receive American assistance.
The new requirement has disturbed aid groups, which fear their workers providing food, water, shelter and


http://www.economist.com/node/18988738
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/jul/20/david-cameron-africa-editorial
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=conewsstory&tkr=PEP:US&sid=asAn0robaAkM
http://www.economist.com/node/18989203
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39100&
http://afpak.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/21/fighting_a_50_percent_solution_in_afghanistan
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/aid-is-a-national-security-investment/story-e6frg6ux-1226097818719
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/aid-is-a-national-security-investment/story-e6frg6ux-1226097818719
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/904&

other basic needs to Pakistanis will come under militant attack if they proclaim their U.S. connection.
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld /2015664271 apaspakistanbrandingusaid.html

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Expands its Sanitation Program, Guardian, July 19

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation announced it is to invest millions of dollars in improving sanitation
services in poor countries over the next few years. The foundation is to significantly expand its sanitation
program with a $42m grant scheme to spur innovation in this area and a greater emphasis on encouraging
behavior change in commumtles

programme

Who Will Chip in to Help Six Million Hungry North Koreans?, Time, July 19

The situation is undeniably bleak in a country where a third of growing children suffer from stunted growth
and a quarter of pregnant and breastfeeding women are malnourished. In an assessment conducted in
February and March, the WFP, which has been working in North Korea since the mid-1990s, reported that the
government food stocks that help feed 16 million people were nearly empty.
http://globalspin.blogs.time.com/2011/07 /19 /will-the-u-s-send-aid-to-six-million-hungry-north-koreans

The Price is Right: How the World can Buy its Way out of Poverty for just $100 billion, Foreign Policy,
July 18

Laurence Chandy and Geoffrey Gertz at the Brookings Institution suggest that by 2015 there may only be 586
million people living below $1.25 a day, suggesting that the annual cost of eliminating poverty in poor
countries could be only $40 billion in four years' time. By that time, too, more countries will be rich enough to
handle poverty on their own, and the income gap will have fallen further, meaning that the actual number
could be even less. That's the theory, at least.

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/07/18/the price is right

In Egypt, U.S. Government seeks a Few Good Democrats, Washington Post, July 17

The U.S. government had tripled pro-democracy aid to Egypt, to $65 million. Already, a chunk of it had been

assigned: more than $30 million to two veteran U.S. nonprofit organizations that train budding politicians;

about $4.5 million to a State Department program for grass-roots groups; millions for election infrastructure.

But in the wake of the Egyptian revolution, USAID wanted to go beyond the usual grantees. How to reach

Egypt’' s new democr at s ? USAI D put masessiemgondemocrhchgeantpaper , p

democrats 2011 06/28/gl AlAFaKI story.html

House Leaders to Palestine: Seek U.N. Recognition, Forget Foreign Aid, Foreign Policy, July 15

The top Republican and Democrat foreign aid leaders in the House of Representatives are warning the
Palestinian Authority that U.S. aid will be withheld if the Palestinians seek recognition of a Palestinian state at
the United Nations in September. In May, 29 senators promised to cut off all U.S. assistance to the PA if it
formed a unity government with Hamas. The US gave the PA about $550 million in aid in fiscal 2011.
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/07/15/house leaders to palestine seek un recognition for

et foreign aid

Libya Rebels Get Formal Backing, and $30 Billion, New York Times, July 15

The United States formally recognized the rebel |l eader
on Friday, allowing the rebel government access to $30 billion in Libyan assets held in the United States. It is

not yet clear how and when the money would be released. But even a major increase in financing for the rebel

war effort is not expected to yield immediate results on the battlefield.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /16 /world/africa/16libya.html

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Media Articles:
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UN Countries Divided over Security Council Climate Role, Guardian, July 21

The dispute came as the council formally debated the environment for the first time in four years and
followed dire warnings by a senior UN official that global warming was speeding up, with unpredictable
consequences. Developing countries railed against what they said was an attempt by the big-power club to
muscle in on the terrltory of the 193 nation general assembly and UN agenc1es devoted to climate change.

SEE ALSO Warmng of Climate Change’s threat to Global Security, Ban Urges Concerted Action,
UN News Center, July 20

Climate change is a real threat to international peace and security, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
said, urging developed countries to lead the global effort to find ways to mitigate and adapt to it
detrimental effects, with emerging economies shouldering their fair share of the responsibility.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39093&Cr=climate+change&Cr1l=

SEE ALSO: U.N. Deadlock on Addressing Climate Shift, New York Times, July 20

The persistent inability of the UN to forge international consensus on climate change issues was on
display Wednesday, as Security Council members disagreed over whether they should address
possible instability provoked by problems like rising sea levels or competition over water resources.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /21 /world/21nations.html

Ensuring Fair Shares in a World of Limits, Guardian, July 21

Demand for resources of all kinds — especially food, oil, land, water and "carbon space" for greenhouse gas
emissions in the atmosphere —is growing exponentially. But even as demand grows, supply is struggling to
keep up. Within many fragile states, disputes over access to land and water are becoming intense.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jul/20/fair-share-natural-

resources

Bloomberg Gives Sierra Club $50 Million to Fight Coal Plants, Wall Street Journal, July 21

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg will donate $50 million to the Sierra Club, an environmental

advocacy group, to promot e t-fired power plamtn. Mz Blobmbergarrsngedl i g ht ag:
to announce the gift, which will be spread over a four-year period.

http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2011/07 /21 /bloomberg-gives-sierra-club-50-million-to-fight-coal-plants

Water Can Be a Bridge to Peace in the Middle East, Craig and Marc Kielburger, Huffington Post, July 20
Of the 37 military conflicts instigated over water since 1950, 32 took place in the Middle East, according to
researchers at Oregon State University. Israel and its Arab neighbors were involved in 30. This makes water a
risky path to peace, and an often friendless journey. As history shows, water scarcity can provoke military
clashes. Not just in the Middle East.
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/craig-and-marc-kielburger/water-peace-middle-east b 901487.html

Interview with Erik Fyrwald, Chairman and Chief Executive of Nalco, Financial Times, July®@

[ think water is the number one issue facing the world. I travel about 50 percent of the time, often into the
developing markets, such as China, India, parts of Africa, that are not only water starved today but
increasingly water challenged. Their industries are developing rapidly and their agriculture is developing
rapidly, so their water consumption is rising, while they are water challenged already, and that makes a huge
challenge for them.

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/aa5a44ec-8e0e-11e0-bee5-00144feab49a.html

Seeing Trends, Coalition Works to Help a River Adapt, New York Times, July 20

Based on current warming trends, climate scientists anticipate that in the next 100 years the Nisqually River
will become shallower and much warmer. Annual snowpack will decline on average by half. The glacier that
feeds the river, already shrunken considerably, will continue to recede.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07 /21 /science/earth/21river.html

EU Commission Tightens Rules for Biofuel Use, BBC, July 19
The new schemes include ISCC, which covers all types of biofuels, and two specializing in sugarcane biofuels
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produced in Brazil - Greenenergy and Bonsucro. To get approval biofuels will have to emit at least 35% less
greenhouse gases than fossil fuels such as petrol. That percentage will rise in the next few years. The EU
wants renewable energy - including biofuel - to have at least a 10% share of transport fuel by 2020.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-14205848

Blame Congress, Editorial, New York Times, July 19

American Electric Power’s decision to shut down an amb
gases from a coal-fired power plant was a disappointing setback to efforts to control harmful global warming

emissionsfromc oal , among the wor lld’ swanso satl saob uan dparnetd ifcutealbsl.e r e
failure to enact climate change legislation that would have placed a price on emissions.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/20/opinion/20wed2.html

USDA Economist: Hard to Pin Crop Number on Climate, Reuters, July 19

Climate and food production is a subject that needs more study in coming years but for now even the U.S.
Agriculture Department finds it almost impossible to estimate the effects of one on the other.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/20/us-climate-agriculture-idUSTRE76]0M320110720

WOMEN & GIRLS
Media Articles:

Congo Government Troops blamed for Mass Rape of at least 47 Women, Washington Post, July 22
Congolese government troops carried out mass rapes in a remote part of eastern Congo over the New Year

period, though a Congolesemi | i t ary spokesman called the report’s conc
rights office said investigators found at least 47 women were subjected to rape and other sexual assaults from

Dec. 31, 2010, to Jan. 1, 2011 in an isolated and mountainous area of North Kivu province.

1east 47-women-in-east 2011 07/22/gl AkFlLTI story.html

Indian Women tweak their SlutWalk, Washington Post, July 22

The wal k, conceived as a protest against a Cankadi an pol
sluts” if they want to be safe from sexual assaul t, ha:

they please. New Delhi has reported 258 cases of rape or molestation through June this year, and women in
the c1ty routinely face harassment in buses and on the metro system.

slutwalk/ZO 11/07/21 /EIOA1Y9ITI story.html

The Plough and the Now, Economist, July 21

Long after most people have stopped tilling the land for a living, the economists find, their views about the
economic role of women seem to line up with whether their ancestors ploughed or whether they hoed.
Women descended from plough-users are less likely to work outside the home, to be elected to parliament or
to run businesses than their counterparts in countries at similar levels of development who happen to be
descended from hoe-users.

http://www.economist.com/node/18986073

Birth Control increases Risk of Contracting, Transmitting HIV, Los Angeles Times, July 21

Using hormonally based birth control nearly doubles the risk an uninfected woman will contract HIV or that
an infected woman will transmit the virus to her partner, researchers said. Dr. Renee Heffron of the
University of Washington and her colleagues studied nearly 2,500 HIV-positive women in seven African
countries -- Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Botswana, Zambia, Tanzania and South Africa -- from 2004 to 2010.
http://www.latimes.com/health /boostershots/la-heb-hiv-birth-control-07212011,0,1539657.story

Poverty, Lack of Contraception in Mali behind Infanticide Cases, Washington Post, July 21
Here in one of the poorest countries in the world, abortion is illegal and UNICEF estimates only 8 percent of
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Malian women use contraception. Infanticide or attempted infanticide has become the most common crime
after theft and assault among inmates at the prison for women and girls in this West African capital. The
offenders are mainly young women who have come to the capital from villages to take up work cooking and
cleaning in families, some earning as little as $10 a month.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/poverty-lack-of-contraception-in-mali-behind-infanticide-

cases/2011/07/21/gIQAX7KtRI story.html

Uganda: 60 Female Farmers Get Livestock, AllAfrica, July 20

First, training in livestock management and lessons on how to build a shelter for animals was done. Then,
improved animal breeds including piglets and goats were handed over to beneficiaries. All the beneficiaries
were from female-headed households and Ms Mugerwa said they will have to give other farmers the first
piglet or kid when the pigs and goats produce.

http://allafrica.com/stories /201107200275.html

Tanzania Women'’s Bank - Contract Farming to Get Our Support, The Citizen, July 20

The Tanzania Women's Bank plans to initiate a program to transfer technology, speed up capital flows and
provide information on reliable markets. TWB managing director hopes the initiative will enable poor women
to raise crop productivity, increase employment and reduce farming risks and subsequently lower food
prices. Agriculture in Tanzania is dominated by smallholder farmers who cultivate between 0.9 and three
hectares each.

http://thecitizen.co.tz/business/-/13004-bank-contract-farming-to-get-our-support

A Senator Looks for More Women in Office, New York Times, July 19

Over all, left and right, the picture is not encouraging. Last year, for the first time in three decades, the
percentage of women in Congress dropped. This year, women hold 89 of 535 seats (16 percent) in the U.S.
Congress; 17 of those seats are in the Senate and 72 in the House of Representatives. Perhaps more stunning,
the United States has only six female governors, four Republicans and two Democrats.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/20/us/20iht-letter20.html

In Sierra Leone, New Hope for Children and Pregnant Women, New York Times, Juli8

Sierra Leone is at the vanguard of a revolution — heavily subsidized for now by international donors - that
appears to be substantially lessening health dangers here in one of the riskiest countries in the world for
pregnant women and small children. Country after country in sub-Saharan Africa has waived medical fees in
recent years, particularly for women and children.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/18/world/africa/18sierra.html

Rape and Murder in Uttar Pradesh, BBC, July 17

A spate of exceptionally brutal rapes in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh has shocked India. Many of the
victims were young girls. Uttar Pradesh is India's most populous state with 200 million people. It is also home
to a staggering number of poor - official statistics show more than 60 million people here live on less than
$1.25 a day.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-14058814

Empowerment Trade in Rwanda, Jonathan Kalan, Huffington Post, July 15

Indego Africa partners with small Rwandan "cooperatives" -- women artisan owned and operated producers
of traditional baskets, bags, and other local products -- and connects them to the growing global market for
African inspired handicrafts. Yet the most compelling part of their model and what sets them apart from other
"fair trade" vendors is this; Indego Africa invests 100 percent of its profits from sales, plus donations, into
culturally-tailored training programs for its cooperative partners.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jonathan-kalan/indego-africa b 900143.html
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Measuring the Impact of SPS Standards on Market Access, IPC, July 2011

This paper reviews ongoing efforts to gather information about non tariff measures and their economic

impacts, and calls for more systematic and compatible efforts to track NTMs and to provide quantitative
assessments of their impact on trade, in order to “hel)]
http://www.agritrade.org/Publications/documents/MarketAccess.pdf

Tracking the Implementation of Internationally Agreed Standards in Food and Agricultural
Production, IPC, July 2011

This paper reviews the extent to which this encourage of the use of international standards has been
successful and concludes that the use of international standards has remained low despite the endorsement
and encouragement of the WTO.

http://www.agritrade.org/Publications/documents/Harmonization.pdf

Private-Sector Agricultural Research and Innovation in Senegal, IFPRI, July 2011

The current study was the first of its kind to assess the role of the private sector in Seneg a | s agricultura
and innovation.The r esults provide a comprehensive overview of
introducing new and i mproved agricultural wekasthenol ogi es
policy considerations that need to be addressed if private technology generation is to be facilitated

and enhanced.

http://www.ifpri.org/sites /default/files /publications/senegal-ps-note-full.pdf

Media Articles:

Farming Bubble Could Be Brewing As Farmland Values Boom, Huffington Post, July 22

Soaring farmland values in the past year are causing worries among agricultural bankers that a farmland
"bubble" may be brewing similar to one that triggered the farm crisis of the 1980s. But the fears are tempered
by a healthy agricultural economy. Farmers have used record incomes as commodity prices spiked to reduce
debt, upgrade equipment -- and buy land.

http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07 /22 /farming-bubble-worries-agricultural-bankers n 906564.html

Economic Sanctions Worsening Hunger in Madagascar, UN News Center, July 22

Madagascar has been subject to economic sanctions ever since the political crisis in 2009. The sanctions are
aggravating an already dire situation in which one in two inhabitants of the country is food insecure.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=39117&Cr=Madagascar&Crl=

Incoming FAO Chief Says Brazil Program Offers Model for Fighting Global Hunger, Wall Street Journal,
July 21

Global food prices have spiked to records for the second time in four years, sparking hunger riots in poor
countries and pushing 44 million people into poverty. Now the FAO and other agencies warn such price rises
could be the shape of things to come as farmers struggle to produce the estimated 70% more food that will be
needed by 2050. Yet as the first Latin American to head the FAO and the architect of Brazil's Zero Hunger
program, Mr. Graziano stands in a unique position to bridge the gap between the developed and developing
worlds that many argue is the key to solving global hunger.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303795304576455941812569416.html

WTO Chief Blasts Small Pacts, Says They Hamper Global Opportunities, Wall Street Journal, July 21
The World Trade Organization's chief took aim at the growing number of small free-trade deals being signed
among the group's 153 member nations, saying such deals could limit opportunities with countries outside
the group. The Doha Round has failed, said analysts, because it is too difficult to get meaningful concessions
from 153 countries at the same time. Tariffs are already low around the world, and countries are even more
hesitant to change their regulations to suit trading partners.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904233404576458033384276062.html

SEE ALSO: US Defends Doha Trade Strategy after Zoellick Barbs, Reuters, July 19

The President Barack Obama's administration on Tuesday fired back at World Bank President Robert
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Zoellick's criticism that it has not done enough to bring the nearly decade-old Doha round of world
trade talks to a successful close.

http://af.reuters.com/article/idAFN1E7611TM20110719

SEE ALSO: U.S. Trade Policy: Is America AWOL?, Council on Foreign Relations, July 18

A deadlock between developed countries—including the United States and Europe—and major
emerging market economies —particularly China, India, and Brazil—has kept the trade talks in a
nearly comatose state for the past several years. The fundamental problem is that the developed
versus developing country dichotomy at the heart of the Doha Round obscures the surging global
importance of the biggest EMEs.

http://blogs.cfr.org/patrick/2011/07 /18 /u-s-trade-policy-is-america-awol/

India Food Security Program to Cost $67.41 Billion, Wall Street Journal, July 20

India has enough foodgrain production to support the welfare program for now. India will need to spend
between 2.5 trillion rupees ($56 billion) and 3 trillion rupees ($67 billion) on food subsidy and to strengthen
its supply mechanism over the next two years as the government prepares to enact a food security law.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111903554904576457352580152530.html

Uganda to Borrow $463 Million for Health, Farming Projects, Bloomberg July 20
Uganda plans to borrow $463 million from the African Development Bank over the next two years to fund
health, agrlculture water and sanitation projects.

prolects html

The Rise of Contract Farming, Wall Street Journal, July 20

Success stories from public action since the Green Revolution have been rare and Indian agriculture is widely
seen to be in crisis today. Today, contract farming is emerging as a preferred mechanism through which agri-
businesses can directly engage with farmers. An expanding urban middle class and increasing commercial
investment in agricultural retailing and processing are creating demand for more standardized, higher-
quality agricultural produce. But underdeveloped supply chains and small farm sizes make sourcing such
produce difficult.
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2011/07/20/india-journal-the-rise-of-contract-farmin

Warm Weather in Midwest adds Heat to Crop Prices, Financial Times, July 19

High temperatures have blanketed farm states this week at the moment that corn enters its critical
pollination stage. If hot weather were to persist, it could reduce how much corn each stalk yields, potentially
cutting into already tight US stocks. Nervousness amongst corn traders helped propel wheat higher.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/d50a406c-b21b-11e0-9d80-00144feabdc0.html

S. Africa Should Lease Farms to Black Farmers-Bank, Reuters, July 19

South Africa set a target of handing over 30 percent of commercial farmland to blacks by 2014 as part of a
plan to correct racial imbalances in land distribution caused by apartheid. But so far only about seven percent
of the commercial farmland has been transferred to black farmers with government saying lack of funds to
purchase land has constrained the process.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07 /19 /safrica-land-reform-idUSL6E71]11B20110719

Interview with Liliana Rojas-Suarez: The Debt Cap Showdown and the Developing World, Center for
Global Development, July 19

A U.S. default could spell disaster for developing countries, whose foreign reserves are held mostly in U.S. T-
bills and whose economies are dangerously dependent on U.S. capital markets.
http://blogs.cgdev.org/global prosperity wonkcast/2011/07/19/the-debt-cap-showdown-and-the-
developing-world-liliana-rojas-suarez/

Ag Land Values Not in a Bubble, AgWeek, July 18
Agricultural land prices in the U.S. have increased steadily in the last decade, leading experts and landowners
to question whether the high values are sustainable. The short answer from the Rabobank International Food
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& Agribusiness Research and Advisory group is that the land value rates are not a speculative bubble, but a
decrease in land values in several years is a definite possibility.
http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id/18768/

Learning from the Past, Looking to the Future, Daryll E. Ray and Harwood D. Schaffagweek, July 18

The high and volatile agricul tur0l0 caomino’dli it yh gowe cgeisv eorf
farmers relief from years of low and often below-the-cost-of-production prices, but they have resulted in food

riots around the world and a major jump in the number of persons experiencing chronic hunger. By far, the

most devastating effect has been felt in developing countries, particularly the least developed among them.
http://www.agweek.com/event/article/id /18770 /group/Crops/

General Mills Hits Out at Ethanol Subsidies, Financial Times, July 17

General Mills hit out at ethanol subsidies as a driver of rising food prices in the US, arguing that they
needlessly fuel inflation. The ethanol blenders tax credit, which was implemented in 2004, costs $6bn
annually. Last week US senators reached an agreement to repeal the tax credit, but such a move would still
need approval from Congress. The fight over ethanol will intensify ahead of the 2012 election season.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/076dae94-aee9-11e0-9310-00144feabdc0.html

Targeting Gaps in the Food Supply Chain: Going Beyond Agricultural Production to Achieve Food
Security, Danielle Nierenbergiuffington Post, July 15

Agricultural production is only the first step in moving the world's food from farm to fork. The other links in
the food chain -- harvesting, packaging, storing, transporting, marketing and selling -- ensure that food
actually reaches consumers. Inefficiencies in these activities, rather than just low yields or poor farming
techniques, are often to blame for food shortages and low prices for growers.

http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/danielle-nierenberg/food-security b 899302.html

AGRIBUSINESS
Media Articles:

PepsiCo Names Bunge Exec Alberto Weisser to Board, Forbes, July 20

PepsiCo Inc. named Alberto Weisser, the chairman and CEO of agribusiness company Bunge Ltd., to its board
of directors. Weisser is a member of International Paper Co.’s board, the Council of the Americas, Rabobank's
North American Agribusiness Advisory Board and the Council on Foreign Relations.
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2011/07/20/business-materials-us-pepsico-board 8575731.html

Kerry Group in talks to Buy Cargill's Flavors Unit, Reuters, July 15

Irish food firm Kerry Group is in talks to buy the U.S. agribusiness giant Cargill's CARG.UL flavors unit. Cargill
said talks would last between four and six weeks, but neither company commented on the value of the
acquisition, which would add around 700 employees to Kerry's current 20,000 headcount. Cargill, which
employs 131,000 people in 66 countries, is one of the world's largest privately held corporations.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07 /15 /us-Kerrygrouppublicltd-brief-idUSTRE76E3W320110715
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