
 
 

 
 

January 21st – January 27th, 2012 
 
Quote of the Week: – “We can help poor farmers sustainably increase their productivity so they can feed 
themselves and their families. By doing so, they will contribute to global food security. But that will happen only 
if we prioritize agricultural innovation. The world faces a clear choice. If we invest relatively modest amounts, 
many more poor farmers will be able to feed their families. If we don’t, one in seven people will continue living 
needlessly on the edge of starvation. My annual letter this year is an argument for making the choice to keep on 
helping extremely poor people build self-sufficiency.” – Bill Gates, 2012 Annual Letter, Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, January 24, 2012 
 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
2012 Annual Letter from Bill Gates, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, January 24 
We can be more innovative about delivering solutions that already exist to the farmers who need them. 
Knowledge about managing soil and tools like drip irrigation can help poor farmers grow more food today. 

http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
mailto:slee@thechicagocouncil.org?subject=Please%20Unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Global%20Food%20for%20Thought
http://www.twitter.com/globalagdev
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Agricultural-Development-Initiative/194692817221550


We can also discover new approaches and create new tools to fundamentally transform farmers’ lives. 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/annual-letter/2012/Pages/home-en.aspx 

SEE ALSO: Bill Gates Pushes ‘Green Revolution’ for Small Farms in Developing World, Howard 
Schneider, Washington Post, January 25 
The Microsoft chairman is focusing on basic research on crops such as cassava that hold little interest 
for the world’s agriculture multinationals but which are important for family farmers in some 
developing nations. Unlike the time-consuming methods once needed to create hybrid crops, Gates 
said, DNA sequencing should accelerate scientists’ ability to, for example, identify the genes that 
make cassava resistant to viruses. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/bill-gates-pushes-green-revolution-for-small-
farms-in-developing-world/2012/01/24/gIQAiuFXRQ_story.html 
SEE ALSO: Gates Defends Focus on High-Tech Agriculture, Associated Press, January 25 
Bill Gates has a terse response to criticism that the high-tech solutions he advocates for world hunger 
are too expensive or bad for the environment: Countries can embrace modern seed technology and 
genetic modification or their citizens will starve. 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/gates-calls-money-ag-research-15432561#.TyNLs4EzeW8 
SEE ALSO: Wealthy Nations Must Step Up to the Challenge of World Hunger, Opinion, Bill Gates, 
Seattle Times, January 24 
Helping poor farmers grow sustainable, higher-yielding crops creates food security, which increases 
social and economic stability everywhere. We face a clear choice: On the one hand, we can invest 
modest amounts to continue the progress we've seen over the past 50 years; on the other, we can 
choose to tolerate a world in which one in seven people goes hungry. 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2017323398_guest25gates.html 

 
Putting the New Vision for Agriculture into Action: A Transformation Is Happening, World Economic 
Forum, January 27 
In order to feed a population of 9 billion in 2050, the world will need a New Vision for Agriculture - delivering 
food security, environmental sustainability and economic opportunity through agriculture. This will require 
producing more food with fewer resources while reinvigorating rural economies. It can only be achieved 
through collaboration, investment and innovation among all stakeholders. This report outlines the concrete 
actions that can be taken to achieve such a vision, and the tools we can use to measure progress.  
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_FB_NewVisionAgriculture_HappeningTransformation_Report_2012.p
df  

SEE ALSO: How to Feed the World 40 Years From Now, Opinion, Lisa Dreier, National Multimedia, 
January 27 
Implementing a large-scale transformation will take years and require sustained commitment. 
However, the results make the effort worthwhile. We hope our new report will provide useful tools 
and insights to stakeholders around the world who want to make the New Vision a reality. 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/business/How-to-feed-the-World-40-years-from-now-
30174633.html 

 
Ensuring Food Security - Annual Meeting 2012, World Economic Forum, January 26 
925 million people are hungry, with 29 countries listed as “extremely alarming” on the global hunger index. 
Food production will need to double by 2050 to feed a population forecast to hit 9 billion. In addition, 30% of 
crop production is at risk from climate change and up to 40% of food is lost, wasted or spoiled in the supply 
chain. Despite these challenges, panellists are optimistic that a food crisis can be averted. 
http://www.weforum.org/sessions/summary/ensuring-food-security 

SEE ALSO: VIDEO: Ensuring Food Security 
http://www.weforum.org/videos/ensuring-food-security-annual-meeting-2012  
SEE ALSO: Nigerian Finance Minister Tells Davos Financial Crises Don’t Matter Unless People 
Have Food, Associated Press, January 26 
While the world focuses on financial crises, Nigerian Finance Minister Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and other 
leaders say those priorities won’t matter unless people have one basic thing: Enough food to eat. 
Business and political leaders at the World Economic Forum agreed Thursday that solving the 
problem isn’t just about producing more food — it means getting these staples into hungry mouths. 
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/markets/nigerian-finance-minister-tells-davos-
financial-crises-dont-matter-unless-people-have-food/2012/01/26/gIQAoh9qTQ_story.html 
SEE ALSO: Economic Crisis Mustn't Eclipse Battle Against Poverty, Guardian, January 26 
Bill Gates has urged national governments not to allow fiscal concerns to overshadow the need for 
continued investment in the developing world. Gates highlighted the negative impact of food price 
rises and enlarged on his belief that innovative strategies on agriculture and health – areas he 
believes are closely interrelated – hold the key to development's future. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/jan/26/economic-crisis-eclipse-battle-
poverty-gates?   

 
Food Security: Dampened Prospects, Financial Times, January 25 
Come 2050, the UN predicts earth will be home to another 2bn people; in order to feed us all, production 
needs to increase by an estimated 70 percent. The prospect of more starving people as staples become 
unaffordable has put the question of food security firmly on to the top table of global policymaking. Mexico, 
this year’s G20 chair, is taking up the baton. At the World Economic Forum in Davos this week, several 
sessions are devoted to the topic. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/6ed52738-4746-11e1-b646-00144feabdc0.html 

SEE ALSO: Feeding the 9bn, Editorial, Financial Times, January 25 
Small farmers who produce the lion’s share of agricultural commodities in the poorest countries 
need better access to mobile networks that will bring them more reliable weather reports, advice on 
resource management, commodities pricing and money transfer arrangements. Countries with 
closed economies must recognize that the best way to rectify such weaknesses is to foster private 
investment. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/9ecfe48e-476c-11e1-b646-00144feabdc0.html 

 
Global Agriculture: Gaining Ground?, Robert L. Thompson, SAISPHERE Magazine, January 1 
Public investments in agricultural research have been an important source of the large differences in crop 
yields per hectare observed across regions. Agricultural technologies tend to be location-specific. The tools of 
agricultural research are highly mobile, but plant varieties need to be optimized for each local agroecosystem 
through adaptive agricultural research.  
http://media.sais-jhu.edu/saisphere/article/global-agriculture-gaining-ground 

SEE ALSO: Growth Ahead for Global Agriculture, SAISPHERE Magazine, January 2012 
Can a single sector feed the world, reduce poverty and promote economic growth? It is a tough row 
to hoe, but in the wake of extreme weather, crop failures and high food prices, anxious organizations 
and nations are turning to agriculture for answers. The task: to roughly double food production by 
2050—when the global population is expected to reach 9 billion people—in a reliable, 
environmentally sustainable way at a reasonable cost. 
http://media.sais-jhu.edu/saisphere/  

 
Could High Food Prices Be a Blessing in Disguise?, Wall Street Journal, January 27 
High food prices may sound catastrophic, but they may actually turn out to be a blessing in disguise for 
African farmers, says the head of the UN’s World Food Programme. “If you solve hunger, you create jobs up 
the entire hunger chain. The world can’t feed itself in 2050 without the African farmer having its time in the 
sun, so I believe the time has come for the African farmer.” The world’s agricultural growth potential is in 
Africa, where yields are one tenth of what they could be with proper investment and conditions. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/davos/2012/01/27/could-high-food-prices-be-a-blessing-in-disguise-for-african-
farmers/ 
 
Ending World Hunger is Possible – Davos is Part of the Process, Opinion, Perry Yeatman, Huffington Post, 
January 21 
Fixing agriculture -- and in turn banishing hunger and malnutrition -- is clearly possible. We just need to 
change our mindset and our vernacular. We need to stop referring to insurmountable challenges as being 
"like solving world hunger." Because solving world hunger is NOT insurmountable. The capacity and 
capability to do this exists today. And against this new perspective, we then need to apply sustained collective 
action and demonstrated political will. The private sector is clearly part of the solution. 
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/perry-yeatman/ending-world-hunger-is-po_b_812273.html 
 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Remarks by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on the Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development 
Review, U.S. State Department, January 26 
The State Department and USAID are critical to maintaining and extending American leadership, and we will 
be, in the future, called upon to do more, in more places, more frequently, and most likely with fewer 
resources. The goals of the QDDR, therefore, are even more imperative in times of tight budget constraints. 
We must show – it’s up to us to show the American people and their representatives in Congress that every 
dollar given to the State Department and USAID is a wise and effective investment in advancing the values, 
the interests, and the security of the United States of America. 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/01/182613.htm 
 
Remarks by Ambassador Rosemary DiCarlo, U.S. State Department, January 26  
The United States is mobilizing resources to address the food shortfalls. Last year we provided nearly $23.5 
million in humanitarian assistance to affected communities in the Sahel for agriculture and food security, 
economic recovery, and nutrition programs. In addition, we provide close to $77 million a year for food 
assistance, economic recovery, and livelihoods support in the Sahel. 
http://usun.state.gov/briefing/statements/182637.htm  
 
Acting Administrator of the Foreign Agricultural Service:  Who is Suzanne Heinen, AllGov.com, January 
21 
Suzanne Heinen has served more than 25 years with the Foreign Agricultural Service, the lead agency in 
international activities to develop foreign markets for U.S. agriculture. FAS is primarily responsible for 
helping American food producers increase their sales in foreign markets by collecting, analyzing and 
publishing data on world agricultural production, prices, policy, and trade competition and administering 
USDA’s export credit guarantee and food aid programs. 
http://www.allgov.com/Appointments_and_Resignations/ViewNews/Acting_Administrator_of_the_Foreign_
Agricultural_Service_Who_Is_Suzanne_Heinen_120121  
 
Remarks by USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah at Environment and Security Conference, USAID, 
January 20 
The fundamental reality is that immense challenges like climate change, poverty and food insecurity aren't 
going solved by traditional approaches. The scale of those challenges is so massive, they will require new 
innovations, driven by the transformational power of science and technology. By harnessing innovative 
breakthroughs, we can deliver transformational results across every challenge in development-from 
managing our natural resources to providing enough nutritious food to feed our growing numbers. 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2012/sp120120.html  
 
Remarks by Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan, U.S. Department of Agriculture, January 20 
Feed the Future is a "Whole of Government" approach, led by the U.S. Agency for International Development 
under Administrator Raj Shah. Through a pledge of $3.5 billion over three years, the U.S. will increase 
agricultural growth and improve nutrition … supporting sustainable, broad-based economic growth. Feed the 
Future is country-led and focused at the local and community level. It's tackling food security through a 
combination of research, partnerships, capacity building, trade and developmental assistance.  
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2012/01/0032.xml& 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
Achieving Global Food Security 
Date: February 2, 2012 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
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DuPont will host a forum on the most critical issue of our time: achieving global food security. At the event, I 
will provide an overview of DuPont efforts on global food security and invite others to share their 
contributions because achieving global food security will require collaboration and commitments from 
corporations, governments, NGOs, academia and industry groups – everyone with a stake in creating a stable, 
prosperous world. 
http://view.conversations.dupont.com/?j=fe5d1072706701757412&m=fefe1773716205&ls=fde91374746c
0675701d7877&  
 
Feeding the World: The 9-Billion People Question 
Date: February 8, 2012 
Location: Geneva, Switzerland  
By 2050, the global population will surpass 9 billion people. At the same time, the world’s agricultural 
systems will be increasingly challenged by water scarcity, climate change and volatility, raising the risk of 
production shortfalls. Economist Conferences are launching an inaugural Feeding the World summit, to 
deliver fresh insight into solving the critical food challenges.  
http://cemea.economistconferences.com/event/feeding-world  
 
Food Secure Arab World 
Date: February 6 – 7, 2012 
Location: Beirut, Lebanon 
To achieve long-term prosperity and stability, Arab countries urgently need to foster food security. A 
comprehensive roadmap for development and poverty reduction requires a broad food security program for 
the region accompanied by country-specific strategies. Governments, civil society, nongovernmental 
organizations, and the private sector should use participatory, transparent decisionmaking processes to 
design strategies and investment plans. The February 2012 Food-Secure Arab World Conference in Beirut, 
Lebanon, is a forum to discuss that evidence and use it to set priorities for a better future. 
http://fsaw2012.ifpri.info/  
 
Agricultural Communications Symposium  
Date: February 17, 2012 
Location: Champaign, Illinois 
The Symposium will include discussions on communicating the science behind modern agriculture, what 
consumers want to know about their food, nutrition in developing regions and communications challenges of 
the future. 
http://www.agcommevent.com/symposium-information/agenda 
 
USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum 
Date: February 23-24, 2012 
Location: Arlington, VA  
Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues 
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development; 
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning 
farmers. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/  
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
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The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
CropLife America and RISE Spring Conference 2012 
Date: April 5-6, 2012 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
Our 2012 conference will delve into key fields such as NPDES permitting, spray drift, the Endocrine Disruptor 
Screening Program and pesticide registration, as well as broader issues such as the important role of 
precision agriculture. 
http://www.croplifeamerica.org/CLA-RISE-Spring-Conference-2012   
 
2012 National Policy Conference 
Date: May 16, 2012 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
CropLife America’s 3rd Annual National Policy Conference will bring together leading experts, academics and 
politicos to engage in a debate on the development of 2012 Farm Bill. How does Congress design a Farm Bill 
that addresses human, social, economic, research and environmental needs while taking into account 
farmers, consumers and the natural systems that give us the food and fiber we need to live? 
http://www.croplifeamerica.org/National-Policy-Conference-2012 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Agricultural Innovation in Sub-Saharan Africa: Experiences from Multiple-Stakeholder Approaches, 
Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa, January 25 
This review examines the experiences of 21 case studies covering a wide range of African farming systems 
over broad geographic and historical landscapes. Each case study was reviewed by accessing and analyzing 
existing data sources, published material and grey literature.  
http://next.dgroups.org/?d35wd6h2 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Innovation in Agriculture, Vaccine Research Can Wipe Out Hunger and Disease, Opinion, Bill Gates, 
Economic Times, January 26 
We can help poor farmers sustainably increase their productivity so they can feed themselves and their 
families. By doing so, they will contribute to global food security. But that will happen only if we prioritize 
agricultural innovation. 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/indicators/Innovation-in-agriculture-vaccine-
research-can-wipe-out-hunger-and-disease/articleshow/11635019.cms 
 
Double Agricultural Research to Help World's Poorest, Luke Baker, Reuters, January 25 
The world needs at least to double its spending on agricultural research if it is to produce reliable crops and 
improve the lives of the one billion people who battle starvation every day, Bill Gates said. Referring to 
agricultural research, he said that only $3 billion is spent each year on seeking to improve the seven most 
important staple crops on which the poor depend. 
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE80O00G20120125?=undefined&sp=true  
 
Kenya: New Seeds Boost Yields for Drought-Hit Farmers, AllAfrica.com, January 24 
At KARI, Ngolania learned about newly developed varieties that could resist drought and yield more produce. 
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In fact, during this past season, he saw the small plot he and his wife cultivate yield five bags of maize for the 
first time. For thousands of small-scale farmers like these, access to information about seed alternatives can 
mean the difference between struggling to survive and thriving.  
http://allafrica.com/stories/201201250009.html 
 
Researchers Aim to Flick the High-Carbon Switch on Rice, Guardian, January 24 
Scientists at the International Rice Research Institute in the Philippines are working on changing the 
photosynthesis process in rice that will boost output by as much as 50 percent, bringing about another green 
revolution and produce enough food to feed more than 9 billion people by 2050. Rice is currently the staple 
foodstuff for more half the world's population, with more than 1 billion people depending on rice farming for 
their livelihoods. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2012/jan/24/scientists-boost-rice-crop-yield 
 
Agriculture Should be Central to Africa’s Development, Says Thabo Mbeki, How We Made in Africa, 
January 23 
African agriculture should be positioned as the main driver of change on the continent. “The majority of the 
peoples of Africa earn their living from agricultural activity, principally in subsistence agriculture. It is 
obvious that all the principal challenges our continent faces are intimately related to African agriculture, and, 
accordingly can only be solved within the context of the positioning of agriculture as a central driver in the 
process of the renewal and development of African society,” said former South African president. 
http://www.howwemadeitinafrica.com/agriculture-should-be-central-to-africas-development-says-thabo-
mbeki/14573/ 
 
Top 5 Events in African Agriculture, Farm Chemicals International, January 23 
Africa has seen a recent wave of investments and other encouraging developments in agriculture, including: 
1) Ghana is on track to achieve “most, if not all” of the Millennium Development Goals – including halving 
poverty by 2015; 2) Rwanda has received $13 million in funding from the World Bank for agricultural 
developments; 3) Sofitex, the biggest cotton company in Burkina Faso, secured a $151 million loan to finance 
crop purchases in the 2011-12 harvest. 
http://www.farmchemicalsinternational.com/news/marketupdates/?storyid=3391 
 
The Future of Food, Opinion, John Vidal, Guardian, January 21 
How can we feed the 2.5 billion more people – an extra China and India – likely to be alive in 2050? Food, 
farm and water technologists will have to find new ways to grow more crops in places that until now were 
hard or impossible to farm. It may need a total rethink over how we use land and water. So enter a new 
generation of radical farmers, novel foods and bright ideas. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/jan/22/future-of-food-john-vidal  
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Reports: 
 
Revisiting MDG Cost Estimates From A Domestic Resource Mobilization Perspective, OCED Working 
Paper, December 2011 
As the economic crisis weighs on public budgets in OECD donor countries, the challenge of meeting the MDGs 
at the global level is shown in this paper to be unaffordable using official development assistance alone. This 
paper shows that in many low-income countries, domestic taxes still cannot be expected to help to meet the 
MDGs in the foreseeable future. Raising additional revenue takes time in low-income countries and it requires 
a determined effort to strengthen institutional capacity.  
http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/39/5/49301301.pdf 

SEE ALSO: Who's Going to Pay for the MDGs?, David McNair, Guardian, January 23 
Some countries have no hope of raising enough tax to pay for the MDGs. In 20 low-income countries, 
there is an estimated financing gap of $62.1bn between what they have and what they need to meet 
the MDGs. For countries like these, aid is crucial. But it should be complemented by urgent efforts to 
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strengthen their ability to raise revenue and to counter illicit capital flight – which reportedly cost 
Burundi $2.6bn between 1970 and 2004. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jan/23/whos-going-to-
pay-for-mdgs 

 
Dispelling Myths About Foreign Aid, Council on Foreign Relations, January 25 
U.S. citizens support foreign aid, particularly when it is targeted to alleviating poverty and humanitarian 
suffering. This is remarkable, given the magnitude by which Americans consistently overestimate the 
percentage of the federal budget actually devoted to foreign aid. These findings emerge from a newly updated 
digest of U.S. and international polling on global issues developed by CFR and the Program on International 
Policy Attitudes.  
http://blogs.cfr.org/patrick/2012/01/25/dispelling-myths-about-foreign-aid/  

SEE ALSO: Public Opinion on Global Issues, Council on Foreign Relations, January 25 
The International Institutions and Global Governance program has produced Public Opinion on Global 
Issues, a comprehensive digest of existing polling data on U.S. and global public attitudes on the 
world's most pressing challenges — and the institutions designed to address them. 
http://www.cfr.org/thinktank/iigg/pop/ 

 
Media Articles: 
 
North Korea Warns South but Accepts Food Aid, New York Times, September 27 
North Korea warned that a South Korean military drill around front-line islands could lead to a “full-scale 
war” as South Korean trucks crossed the border carrying private food aid for North Korean children. The 180 
tons of flour from the Korea Peace Foundation, based here in Seoul, was the first such aid shipment since the 
North Korean leader, Kim Jong-il, died on Dec. 17.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/28/world/asia/north-korea-warns-south-but-accepts-food-aid.html  
 
A Million Face Severe Malnutrition in the Sahel, UNICEF Warns, Los Angeles Times, January 27 
When humanitarian agencies began raising warning flags about Somalia’s famine more than a year ago, 
donors sat on their hands for months, a tardy response that humanitarian agencies say cost tens of thousands 
of lives. A similar emergency is unfolding in the arid Sahel region, affecting eight countries and around 10 
million people across a stretch of Africa just south of the Sahara desert.  
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/world_now/2012/01/a-million-face-severe-hunger-in-the-sahel-unless-
help-arrives.html 

SEE ALSO: Drought Returns to Sahel, Bringing Hunger, Associated Press, January 22 
For the third time in the past decade, drought has returned to the arid, western shoulder of Africa, 
bringing hunger to millions. More than 1 million children in the eight affected countries are expected 
to face life-threatening malnutrition this year.  
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/46090345/ns/weather/t/drought-returns-sahel-bringing-
hunger/#.Tx8maoEzeW8 
SEE ALSO: Niger Struggles to Feed Itself at the Best of Times, Mark Tran, Guardian, January 23 
At the best of times this vast landlocked country – whose estimated 14.7 million people mostly live 
along a narrow strip of arable land on its southern border – has trouble feeding itself. Even in "non-
crisis" years, 300,000 children are treated for malnutrition – 15% of the world total. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/23/niger-food-aid-emergency 

 
The Truth About Foreign Aid, Opinion, Bill Gates, New York Times, January 26 
The question is, how do we continue to do the research needed to develop these new tools? Poor countries 
are investing more in their own agricultural sectors, but they don’t have the resources to lead on R&D. Aid is a 
key piece of the puzzle, and right now the entire research budget of the group responsible for agricultural 
science for the poorest is just $300 million per year. It’s a shame to see such a high-leverage opportunity 
generate such ambivalence. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/27/opinion/the-truth-about-foreign-aid.html 
 
Global Hunger: Do the Figures Add Up?, Claire Provost, Guardian, January 26 
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Debating the merits of different statistical models could seem trivial, even distasteful, in the face of the 
scandalous situation whereby large numbers of people worldwide are going hungry. Global hunger figures 
are not just soundbites, however. They are also used to help guide where to send foreign aid, track progress 
towards international development goals, and hold governments to account for promises made. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jan/26/global-hunger-fao-figures-
add-up 
 
Bill Gates Donates $750 Million to Shore Up Disease-Fighting Fund, New York Times, January 26 
The Global Fund, which pays for AIDS drugs for more than 3 million poor people, has distributed more than 
200 million mosquito nets and says it has prevented more than 4 million tuberculosis deaths. It has been 
struggling to raise money. Its last fund-raising drive fell more than $1 billion short of the $13 billion the fund 
said it needed to continue existing grants. It recently said it could not make new ones.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/27/health/gates-donates-750-million-to-global-fund.html 
 
Fighting Famine in Africa with the Help of Faith Communities, Opinion, Becky Garrison, Guardian, January 
25 
More than 170 people have died in the northern Nigerian city of Kano after a series of attacks by the militant 
Islamist group Boko Haram. These insurgent actions by Islamist militants stand in sharp contrast to stories of 
faith-based relief organizations who came together to address the Aids pandemic in Africa more than 25 
years ago and continue working together over issues of common concern. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2012/jan/25/faith-communites-fight-famine-sudan?   
 
Top Foreign Policy Goal for 2012: Feeding the Children of Drought and Conflict, Examiner, January 24 
In 2012 America's top foreign policy objective should be to rehabilitate the children of drought and conflict 
across the globe. For if we do not, we give up on peace and stunt the future of so many suffering countries. 
This is not an insurmountable challenge. It is far less expensive than war. 
http://www.examiner.com/global-hunger-in-national/top-foreign-policy-goal-for-2012-feeding-the-
children-of-drought-and-conflict 
 
Malawi: U.S. $45.7 Million IFAD Loan and Grant to Nation to Boost Food Security in Rural Areas, 
AllAfrica.com, January 24 
The International Fund for Agricultural Development will provide a US$22.85 million loan and US$22.85 
million grant to the Republic of Malawi to help smallholder farmers improve food security and reduce rural 
poverty in the country. Agriculture is an important sector for Malawian economic development. It employs 
about 85 per cent of the workforce and contributes nearly 45 percent of the country's GDP.  
http://allafrica.com/stories/201201250628.html 
 
Andrew Mitchell: Aid Makes Britain Safer and Richer, Telegraph, January 20 
Our security in London and Birmingham is not just provided by soldiers and tanks and fighter jets, it is also 
provided by training the police in Afghanistan, by building up governance structures in the Middle East and 
by getting girls into school in the Horn of Africa. Those things are all part of what makes us safer. 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/9029330/Foreign-aid-keeps-us-safe-insists-Andrew-
Mitchell.html 
 
Eight Examples of Effective Food Aid, UN World Food Program, November 29 
Food assistance is a critical part of that discussion and WFP, which has 50 years of experience fighting hunger 
worldwide, is there to contribute what it has learned. From school meals to e-vouchers, here are eight 
examples of aid that WFP’s experience has shown to be effective. 
http://www.wfp.org/stories/eight-examples-effective-food-aid 
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Towards an 'Energy Plus' Approach for the Poor: A Review of Good Practices and Lessons Learned 
from Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, January 18 
The review shows that projects and programmes which combine the delivery of energy services with income-
generating measures – for example, business development and information support, access to capital and 
market linkages – have the greatest potential for poverty reduction and economic and human development. 
http://www.beta.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/environment-
energy/sustainable_energy/towards_an_energyplusapproachforthepoorareviewofgoodpracticesand.html 

SEE ALSO: Women Should Be Focus of Energy Expansion Plans, Says UN, Fiona Harvey, Guardian, 
January 19 
Focusing on women is a way to cut this high number of deaths, and it also frees up women and 
children from spending hours every day in the hunt for fuel, a time-consuming task that is one of the 
reasons girls in developing countries often spend less time at school than boys. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/jan/19/women-energy-access-un-poverty 

 
Media Articles: 
 
Farming is Key to Meeting Environmental Challenge: FAO Chief, AFP, January 24 
Agriculture ministers from the entire world must be present at the Rio+20 meeting so that agriculture 
commits itself to helping clean up the planet," Jose Graziano da Silva said. The Rio+20 summit next June will 
call on world leaders to commit themselves to creating a social and "green economy," with priority being 
given to eradicating hunger. 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gdVTvTWXOC9a2QIoR_Rwf4LyHD_A?docId=CNG.
0239284d58d24d0a964e617e235750cd.71 

SEE ALSO: UN Environment Conference Returns to Rio with Emphasis on Sustainable 
Development, Associated Press, January 24 
Representatives from around the world will be returning to Rio de Janeiro this June, but this time the 
focus will be on sustainable development, not climate change. June’s conference will seek figure out 
how to implement policies that allow the world to grow and develop in a manner that is sustainable, 
not just environmentally but economically and socially as well, Correa do Lago said. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/environment/un-environment-conference-returns-to-
rio-with-emphasis-on-sustainable-development/2012/01/24/gIQAmrsoOQ_story.html 

 
Rising Wealth of Asians, Fishing Subsidies Straining World’s Fish Resources, UN Experts Say, Associated 
Press, January 24 
Up to 32 percent of the world’s fish stocks are overexploited, depleted or recovering, they warned. Up to half 
of the world’s mangrove forests and a fifth of coral reefs that are fish spawning grounds have been destroyed. 
Fish is the main source of protein for up to 20 percent of the of world’s population and some 180 million 
people are directly or indirectly employed by the fishing industry.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/rising-wealth-of-asians-fishing-subsidies-straining-
worlds-fish-resources/2012/01/24/gIQANuNuMQ_story.html 
 
Climate Change and Farming: How Not to Go Hungry in a Warmer World, Time Magazine, January 24 
Warming isn't the only threat to our ability to feed ourselves — it acts in concert with rising population, the 
growing demand for grain and water-intensive meat and the civil dysfunction and conflict that often 
frustrates poor farmers in the developing world. That's why scientists are calling for more integrated 
research as the first step to adapting agriculture to climate change, to ensure that farmers know what's 
coming — and that they can prepare for it. 
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,2105169,00.html 
 
Agriculture in a Changing Environment, IRIN News, January 24 
Climate change’s impact is likely to be greatest in low and middle-income tropical regions, where pressure 
will mount to produce more food because of population and income growth, says agricultural economist 
Christopher Barrett, who teaches at Cornell University. The global focus, therefore, has to be on helping 
agriculture in those regions adapt, and not just produce more or reduce emissions. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94711 
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Argentina’s Drought: Counting the Costs, Jude Webber, Financial Times, Financial Times, January 23 
The drought sweeping swathes of South America’s prime farmland is really starting to bite in Argentina now 
as farmers count the cost of irrevocably lost crops. Argentina maximised yields and slashed costs by the “no-
till” method, in which crops are sown on top of the stumps of earlier ones, such as wheat. Drought is just the 
latest headache big producers are facing in one of the world’s top producers of agricultural commodities. 
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2012/01/23/argentinas-drought-counting-the-costs/#axzz1ki3FIKGb 

SEE ALSO: Argentine Corn Farmers Face Renewed Heat Wave amid Drought, Bloomberg, January 
26 
Corn farmers in Argentina, the world’s second-biggest exporter of the grain, will face a renewed heat 
wave next week after two months of dry weather harmed South American crops. The weather 
pattern known as La Nina has brought hot, dry weather to Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, scorching 
recently planted crops. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-26/argentine-corn-farmers-face-renewed-heat-wave-
amid-drought-2-.html 

 
Microclimate Tracking Studies Could Help Farmers Adjust To World's Growing Food Demand, 
Huffington Post, January 23 
Scientists in Israel have developed a way of using satellite images to help farmers detect small-scale changes 
in climate and improve their harvests, a method that could bolster food supplies for an increasingly hungry 
world population. It tells them when it is best to plant seeds, when to spray pesticides and even which crop is 
most suitable for each square-kilometer field.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/23/microclimate-tracking-studies-farmers_n_1222926.html 
 
Thinking About Food at Davos, CNBC, January 22 
While climate change may not be a focus at this year’s World Economic Forum at Davos, some analysts say its 
impact is still front and center on the agenda. Food prices and security, threatened by weather-caused 
production declines and relentless rising demand, will be a key issue at the conference of world business, 
political and social leaders.    
http://www.cnbc.com/id/45855922/Thinking_About_Food_at_Davos 
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Nigeria: Food Sufficiency - Expert Makes Case for Women, AllAfrica, January 24 
The Campaigns Manager of Oxfam, Jamillah Mwanjisi stressed that enacting a law that would guarantee 
women's ownership of lands would ensure food sufficiency in the country. Jamillah Mwanjisi who noted the 
negative impact of shortage of food on nutrition said encouraging Nigerian women who are mostly farmers 
would reduce the risk of looming food crisis in Africa and Nigeria inclusive. 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201201240774.html  
 
USAID Boosts Afghan Women Farm Retailers, The Nation, January 22 
Balkh Women’s Farm Service Center provides easy access to high quality seeds, fertilizers, crop protection 
products, livestock medicines, greenhouses and machinery services to female farmers in the area and is 
operated entirely by women-from sales staff to technical trainers, the One World reported.  
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/business/22-Jan-2012/usaid-
boosts-afghan-women-farm-retailers 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
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Cattle Herd Shrinks to Smallest in 60 Years, Marshall Eckblad, Wall Street Journal, January 27 
The U.S. cattle herd has shrunk to its smallest size in 60 years, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reported, 
due to a drought in the southern Plains that has forced ranchers to cull hundreds of thousands of cattle. The 
drought, by many measures the worst since the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, has dried up food sources for cattle 
that graze in states like Texas and Oklahoma.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203363504577187362571112198.html   
 
Feeding 9 Billion in 40 years: Many ‘Moving Parts’ to Debate, Jane Fyksen, Agri-View, January 26 
The average U.S. consumer spends only 10 percent of disposable income on food. The situation is much 
different for consumers living in low-income, food-deficit countries, where half of a consumer's disposable 
income may be spent on food. Seventy percent of their food expenditures are for staples compared to 20 
percent in high income countries. Thus people in low-income countries, who already spend a 
disproportionately large amount on food, are hardest hit by increased commodity prices.  
http://www.agriview.com/news/crop/feeding-billion-in-years-many-moving-parts-to-
debate/article_f8fe150e-4864-11e1-a0b1-0019bb2963f4.html 
 
UK to Appoint Food Ambassador, Financial Times, January 26 
The UK is to appoint a food ambassador with a mandate to dismantle trade barriers and help British 
companies take their sausages, biscuits and cereals to Asia and beyond. Selling goods overseas, including in 
Asia where consumers are rapidly developing an appetite for westernized food and drink, is seen as a means 
of offsetting the stagnant home front. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/821baf2c-4842-11e1-a4e5-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1ki2zwsRX 
 
Dispute over Drug in Feed Limiting US Meat Exports, MSNBC, January 25 
Although few Americans outside of the livestock industry have ever heard of ractopamine, the feed additive is 
controversial. The FDA, which regulates livestock drugs in the United States, deemed ractopamine safe 13 
years ago and approved it, setting a level of acceptable residues in meat. U.S. trade officials are now pressing 
more countries to accept meat from animals raised on ractopamine -- a move opposed by China and the EU.  
http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/25/10220221-dispute-over-drug-in-feed-limiting-us-
meat-exports 
 
UK Growers- On Track to Double Sugar Yield Growth, Reuters, January 25 
UK growers said they are on course to meet ambitious industry targets to double annual growth in sugar beet 
yields to 4 percent for 2012 to 2015 as they prepare to become more competitive by the time EU sugar quotas 
end. The EU sugar reforms in 2006, which aimed to create a fairer playing field, have transformed the EU 
from one of the world's leading sugar exporters into a major importer. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/25/britain-sugar-idUSL5E8CP2RP20120125 
 
Corn Prices Rise Worldwide Due to U.S. Ethanol Policy, FAO Says, Bloomberg, January 24 
The use of corn to make ethanol in the U.S. is helping to lift the grain price worldwide, said Jose Graziano da 
Silva, the new director general of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization. Biofuels are “a promise,” and 
technology improvements are still required to “completely change” that. “Food security comes first, that is the 
rule. The position we have right now in FAO is that cereals should not be used for biofuels production.” 
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-01-24/corn-prices-rise-worldwide-due-to-u-s-ethanol-policy-
fao-says.html 
 
Farm Minister: India Set for Record Wheat Output, Wall Street Journal, January 24 
India's wheat output this crop year will likely cross last year's record 85.93 million metric tons, Farm 
Minister Sharad Pawar said Tuesday, in a sign that the government should be able to roll out its food security 
program aimed at providing cheap grain to the poor. This year's bumper output was thanks to higher sowing 
and favorable weather in key wheat-growing regions. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203806504577180671724890202.html 

SEE ALSO: Will India's Poor Remain Hungry?, Stan Cox, Al Jazeera, January 26 
When governments intervene through a PDS to help both the farmer and the consumer, there's no 
free lunch. If the farmer is to stay economically viable and the consumer is to have affordable food, 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203363504577187362571112198.html
http://www.agriview.com/news/crop/feeding-billion-in-years-many-moving-parts-to-debate/article_f8fe150e-4864-11e1-a0b1-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.agriview.com/news/crop/feeding-billion-in-years-many-moving-parts-to-debate/article_f8fe150e-4864-11e1-a0b1-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/821baf2c-4842-11e1-a4e5-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1ki2zwsRX
http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/25/10220221-dispute-over-drug-in-feed-limiting-us-meat-exports
http://bottomline.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/25/10220221-dispute-over-drug-in-feed-limiting-us-meat-exports
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/25/britain-sugar-idUSL5E8CP2RP20120125
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-01-24/corn-prices-rise-worldwide-due-to-u-s-ethanol-policy-fao-says.html
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-01-24/corn-prices-rise-worldwide-due-to-u-s-ethanol-policy-fao-says.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203806504577180671724890202.html


public funds have to fill the gap. And that's something that gives ulcers to those who truly believe in 
India's market makeover. 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/01/201212381534102166.html 

 
McKinsey & Company to Open an Office in Ethiopia, Ethiopia Business News, January 23 
The firm is entering Ethiopia to take advantage of increasing market opportunities in the agricultural, 
industrial and service sectors. The McKinsey and Co. office in Ethiopia is expected to service foreign investors 
investing in the Ethiopian agro industry sector from China, India and Turkey and other countries according to 
sources. 
http://www.2merkato.com/20120123806/mckinsey-co-to-open-offices-in-ethiopia 
 
Food Waste Denounced by Ministers as Almost 1 Billion Go Hungry, Bloomberg, January 22 
One third of the food produced in the world every year is lost or wasted, amounting to 1.3 billion metric tons, 
according to Graziano da Silva. As many as 925 million people faced hunger worldwide in 2010. Making food 
pricier is not the way to raise awareness among European consumers, because food access is a challenge also 
for the EU’s poor, said Dacian Ciolos, the EU’s agriculture commissioner. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-22/farm-ministers-denounce-food-waste-as-almost-1-billion-
people-go-hungry.html 

SEE ALSO: Five Simple Things to Reduce Food Waste, Christian Science Monitor, January 18 
Having enough food for everyone begins with reducing waste – from buying less and storing it 
properly to sharing more. To make the world more food secure consumers need to make better use 
of the food that is produced by wasting less. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2012/0118/Five-simple-
things-to-reduce-food-waste  

 
South Korea Lifts 8-Year Ban On Imports of Canadian Beef, Associated Press, January 21 
Seoul imposed the ban after mad cow disease was found in a Canadian cow in 2003. Canada has since been 
recognized as a “controlled risk” country for beef by the World Organization for Animal Health. South Korea’s 
Agriculture Ministry says the ban was lifted on Friday. But it says Seoul will only allow imports of Canadian 
beef from cattle younger than 30 months old. Younger cows are deemed less susceptible to mad cow disease. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/south-korea-lifts-8-year-ban-on-imports-of-canadian-
beef/2012/01/21/gIQARj2WFQ_story.html 
 
Food Security is a Good Investment for the Future: Investors Can Help Promote Sustainable Farming, 
Opinion, Thomas Kostigen, Wall Street Journal, January 20 
As a result of the recent economic downturn, the World Bank says, the ability for these countries to respond 
to any interruption in food supply will again be hampered. Therefore, the private sector’s role in fostering 
self-reliance is huge. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, for one, is investing in everything from seeds and 
farms to equipment and technology. The Howard G. Buffett Foundation is betting on food, too. 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/food-security-is-a-good-investment-for-the-future-2012-01-20?  
 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
How Kenya Is Building a Sustainable Banana, Alan Bjerga, Bloomberg, January 24 
The quest to build a better banana is about more than boosting fruit production. It’s an iconic subplot in the 
worldwide push for corporate sustainability. Global agribusiness has its own ideas for how Africa can help 
feed an anticipated 2050 global population of 9 billion people. Leading businesses know they need to be 
everywhere the future population -- and consequently, the biggest growth opportunities -- will be. That’s in 
part what motivates companies such as DuPont to educate the world’s poorest farmers.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-25/how-kenya-is-building-a-sustainable-banana.html  
 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/01/201212381534102166.html
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Glencore Lifts the Lid on the Pivotal Role It Plays in The International Food Chain, Telegraph, January 23 
Commodities giant Glencore says its sheer scale helps support supply rather than push up prices. Glencore is 
Russia's biggest grain exporter; handles around a tenth of the world's seaborne trade in grains; and expects 
its new seed-crushing plant in Argentina to be the biggest in the world.  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/commodities/9031346/Glencore-lifts-the-lid-on-the-pivotal-role-it-
plays-in-the-international-food-chain.html 
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