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Quote of the Week: - “We have to do more than deliver results that can make a difference today. Our focus
must always be to work ourselves out of a business, replacing our efforts with those of responsible institutions,
vibrant private sectors and thriving civil societies. That's why we've launched a major effort-the most significant
in our history-to move 30 percent of our funding toward African governments local private sector and
entrepreneurs, and local civil society organizations. The key to long-term, sustainable development is the
development of local capacity. Through Feed the Future-our major Presidential development initiative on food
security-we're driving the kind of investments in agricultural development that will ensure countries escape
devastating cycle of famine and food aid.” - Rajiv Shah, Administrator, U.S. Agency for International
Development, January 18, 2012

For more information:

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website:
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here.

- Tounsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here.

- Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

American Ertharin Cousin to head World Food Program, Reuters, January 17
The United Nations announced on Monday the appointment of Ertharin Cousin, an American with a varied
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career in corporate, non-profit and government affairs, as the next head of the Rome-based World Food
Program. Trained as a lawyer, Chicago-born Cousin has worked in the retail food sector and served as an
executive of Feeding America, the largest U.S. domestic hunger organization. She led that organization's
response to Hurricane Katrina in 2005.
http://af.reuters.com/article/commoditiesNews/idAFL1ESCHBNR20120117
SEE ALSO: WFP Welcomes Appointment Of New Executive Director, WFP, January 17
The UN World Food Programme welcomed the appointment of Ertharin Cousin as its new Executive
Director, following confirmation by the office of the UN Secretary General that she would assume the
post at the head of the world’s largest humanitarian agency later this year. Cousin is currently the US
Representative to the United Nations agencies for Food and Agriculture in Rome, Italy. Cousin is
expected to assume her new role as Executive Director of WFP when Sheeran's term ends in April.
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-welcomes-appointment-new-executive-director

Food for All: Investing in Food Security in Asia and the Pacific - Issues, Innovations, and Practices,
Asian Development Bank, January 2012

Food security is a critical issue for Asia and the Pacific. The region is the world’s key supplier and largest
consumer of food yet it is also home to the largest number of the world’s poor and hungry. It presents a stark
contrast—a food bowl that is full to the brim but cannot feed those who need food the most just to survive.
This book distills the wealth of information and depth of discussions derived from the proceedings of this
landmark forum hosted by the ADB, FAO, and IFAD.

http://beta.adb.org/sites/default/files /food-for-all.pdf

What Next for Agriculture After Durban?, Opinion, Science, January 20
Global agriculture must produce more food to feed a growing population. Yet scientific assessments point to
climate change as a growing threat to agricultural yields and food security. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change predicts that the frequency of such extreme weather events will increase, which, when
combined with poverty, weak governance, conflict, and poor market access, can result in hunger and famine.
At the same time, agriculture exacerbates climate change when greenhouse gases are released by land
clearing, inappropriate fertilizer use, and other practices.
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/335/6066/289
SEE ALSO: Agriculture and Climate Change, Revisited, justin Gillis, New York Times, January 19
Agriculture has long been a stepchild in global negotiations over the climate. Hopes had risen that
this might change at the latest big global climate session, in Durban, South Africa, in December. It did
not.

Buffett Foundation, Borlaug Institute Advance African Agriculture, Farm Futures, January 19
The Howard G. Buffett Foundation announced a partnership with the Norman Borlaug Institute for
International Agriculture of the Texas A&M University System to promote African agricultural research,
extension, and education. The partnership will be will support science that increases African agricultural
production, enhances rural livelihoods and conserves natural resources.
http://farmfutures.com/story.aspx/buffett-foundation-borlaug-institute-advance-african-agriculture-

17/56536

African Leaders Must End Hunger Crises Now, Opinion, Olusegun Obasanjo, Huffington Post, January 18
Our continent has the resources and science has given us the solutions to prevent hunger crises permanently.
We have the means to grow not just enough food for our needs but to produce a surplus for export, no matter
how challenging the climate or weather condition. The truth is that science, TECHNOLOGY, innovation and
creativity are providing the tools for us to win the battle against hunger. Farmers, too, are ready to do
whatever it takes to grow the crops needed to feed our world.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/olusegun-obasanjo/african-leaders-must-end- b 1213807.html

UN Partners with European Commission to Promote ‘Climate-smart’ Agriculture, UN News Centre
January 16
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the European Commission are teaming up to help Malawi, Viet
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Nam and Zambia transition to a “climate-smart” approach to agriculture. The €5.3 million project seeks to
make changes in farming systems that will help improve their contribution to the fight against hunger and
poverty, render them more resilient to climate change, reduce emissions, and increase agriculture’s potential
to capture and sequester atmospheric carbon.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40949&

More Food-Buying Power Coming, John Otte, Farm Futures, January 2013

World farmers face a daunting challenge. Simply stated, it is to feed the world’s growing population better
than they do today, while efficiently using resources and without damaging the environment. Demographers
project the world will grow by 2.6 billion people by 2050. “We’ll not only add the equivalent of two more
China’s over the next 40 years,” says Bob Thompson, professor emeritus of agricultural policy, University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, “but people will be more affluent. Food buying power will exceed the population
growth rate.”

http://farmfutures.com/customPage.aspx?p=168

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah's Remarks at Senator Chris Coons' Africa Conference, USAID,
January 18

Across Africa, robust growth rates, a new commitment to health and agriculture and significant advances in
science and technology are creating new opportunities in development. At least a dozen nations in Africa
have expanded by more than 6 percent a year for at least six years. Trade between Africa and the rest of the
world has increased by 200 percent over the last decade. But reality is that we have been far surpassed by
China. In the last decade, China's trade and investment in Africa grew by 1,000 percent-and its growth
outpaced that of the U.S. by over 100 percent last year.
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2012/ps120118.html

Statement by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on the Appointment of U.S. Ambassador Ertharin
Cousin to the UN World Food Programme as Executive Director, U.S. Department of State, January 17
For over 50 years, the World Food Programme has played a vital role in reducing global hunger, poverty and
undernutrition worldwide, providing assistance to millions of men, women, and children in desperate need. I
am confident that she will continue to be a powerful voice in the global fight against hunger and lend her
energy, optimism and experience to the World Food Programme.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2012/01/180835.htm

SEE ALSO: Statement by USAID Administrator Shah, USAID, January 17

http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2012/ps120117.html

SEE ALSO: Statement by Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, USDA, January 17

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal /usda/usdahome?contentid=2012/01/0011.xml

Remarks by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations, at the
Security Council Stakeout on Sudan, United States Mission to the United Nations, January 17
We reiterate the call on the government of Sudan to allow full, immediate, unconditional access to all
populations in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile to avert what has the potential for very soon to be a full-scale
humanitarian crisis. And obviously, were that not to happen, we would all be gravely concerned and have to
review a variety of other options for dealing with the crisis that's unfolding.
http://usun.state.gov/briefing/statements/180844.htm
SEE ALSO: U.S. Special Envoy to Sudan Lyman Says Half a Million May Face Famine, Franz Wild
and Jared Ferrie, Bloomberg, January 18
About half a million people in Sudan’s border states of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile may face
“emergency conditions bordering on famine” by March, said the U.S. special envoy to Sudan,
Princeton Lyman. U.S.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-18/half-a-million-sudanese-will-face-famine-by-march-

u-s-special-envoy-says.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Voucher Schemes for Enhanced Fertilizer Use: Lessons Learned and Policy Implications

Date: January 24, 2012

Location: Washington, D.C.

This presentation, based on lessons learned, sets out the essential objectives of voucher schemes; the detailed
planning and targeting required for successful, beneficial, and efficient implementation; their role as just one
tool in sustainable market development; and the need for exit strategies from the usually high and
unsustainable support cost.
http://agrilinks.kdid.org/events/voucher-schemes-enhanced-fertilizer-use-lessons-learned-and-policy-

implications

Feeding the World: The 9-Billion People Question

Date: February 8, 2012

Location: Geneva, Switzerland

By 2050, the global population will surpass 9 billion people. At the same time, the world’s agricultural
systems will be increasingly challenged by water scarcity, climate change and volatility, raising the risk of
production shortfalls. Economist Conferences are launching an inaugural Feeding the World summit, to
deliver fresh insight into solving the critical food challenges.
http://cemea.economistconferences.com/event/feeding-world

Food Secure Arab World

Date: February 6 - 7, 2012

Location: Beirut, Lebanon

To achieve long-term prosperity and stability, Arab countries urgently need to foster food security. A
comprehensive roadmap for development and poverty reduction requires a broad food security program for
the region accompanied by country-specific strategies. Governments, civil society, nongovernmental
organizations, and the private sector should use participatory, transparent decisionmaking processes to
design strategies and investment plans. The February 2012 Food-Secure Arab World Conference in Beirut,
Lebanon, is a forum to discuss that evidence and use it to set priorities for a better future.
http://fsaw2012.ifpri.info/

USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum

Date: February 23-24, 2012

Location: Arlington, VA

Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development;
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning
farmers.

http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th - 15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date: March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
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implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php

CropLife America and RISE Spring Conference 2012

Date: April 5-6, 2012

Location: Washington, D.C.

Our 2012 conference will delve into key fields such as NPDES permitting, spray drift, the Endocrine Disruptor
Screening Program and pesticide registration, as well as broader issues such as the important role of
precision agriculture.

http://www.croplifeamerica.org/CLA-RISE-Spring-Conference-2012

2012 National Policy Conference

Date: May 16, 2012

Location: Washington, D.C.

CropLife America’s 3rd Annual National Policy Conference will bring together leading experts, academics and
politicos to engage in a debate on the development of 2012 Farm Bill. How does Congress design a Farm Bill
that addresses human, social, economic, research and environmental needs while taking into account
farmers, consumers and the natural systems that give us the food and fiber we need to live?
http://www.croplifeamerica.org/National-Policy-Conference-2012

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Reports:

Resource-Rich Yet Malnourished, I[FPRI, January 2012

Endowed with 80 million hectares of arable land, diverse climatic conditions, and abundant water resources,
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has the potential to become the breadbasket of the entire African
continent. Instead, the country is one of the most affected by malnutrition. Our results highlight the paradox
of the DRC, a country with huge potential for agricultural development but incapable of feeding itself in terms
of both quantity and quallty of nutrlents

http: .ifpri. defaul

Agricultural Productivity and Policies in Sub-Saharan Africa, IFPRI, December 2011

We analyze the evolution of Sub-Saharan Africa’s agricultural total factor productivity (TFP) over the past 45
years, looking for evidence of recent changes in growth patterns using an improved nonparametric
Malmquist index. Our TFP estimates show a remarkable recovery in the performance of SSA’s agriculture
between 1984 and 2006 after a long perlod ofpoor performance and decline.

Media Articles:

St Lucia in “National Crisis” Due to Banana Plant Disease, Caribbean 360, January 20

Minister for Agriculture and Food Production Moses Jn Baptiste said the country is facing a national crisis as
the Black Sigatoka Disease continues to ravage the banana sector, a significant foreign exchange earner. The
government revealed it has asked a team of experts from the University of the West Indies to assist in
combating the fungal disease that destroys banana leaves causing them to turn yellow and brown.
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/news/st lucia news/549526.html#axzz1k0ueU200

GM Microbe Breakthrough Paves Way for Large-Scale Seaweed Farming for Biofuels, Damian
Carrington, Guardian, January 19

Earlier studies have indicated that large-scale use of seaweed as an energy source could in theory supply the
world's needs several times over and the UK government envisages between 560 and 4700 km sq of seaweed
farms in its long-term energy planning. The new microbe research, published today in the leading journal
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Science, represents a "critical" technological breakthrough, but the challenge of making the approach
commercially viable remains.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jan/19/gm-microbe-seaweed-biofuels?

SEE ALSO: An Engineered Microbial Platform for Direct Biofuel Production from Brown

Macroalgae, Science, January 20

http://www.sciencemag.org/content/335/6066/308

After 6 Months of Famine Somali Men Return to Farm, Abdi Guled and Katharine Houreld, ABC News,
January 19

Six months after the U.N. declared Somalia's capital a famine zone, the number of refugees in the capital is
dwindling, as most of the men have gone home to try to revive devastated herds and withered crops. One
promising sign is a lack of men in the refugee camps. Many have gone home to plant crops and try to
resurrect herds devastated by a crlpplmg drought.

153924—89# TanZoEzeW8

Small Is Beautiful —So Go Nuclear, Opinion, Robert Bryce, January 18

Food cultivation exemplifies the virtues of density. During the second half of the 20th century, hybrid seeds
and synthetic fertilizers, along with better methods of planting and harvesting, produced stunning increases
in agricultural productivity. Between the mid-1960s and mid-2000s, global production of all cereal crops
doubled, according to U.N. data, even though the amount of cultivated acreage remained about the same.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204409004577156723958026212.html

What Should Drive Science Funding: Curiosity or Commerce?, Opinion, Stephen Curry, Guardian, January
17

What experiment do we need to do to discover the optimum way to spend public funds on science? The key
question for governments and the societies that elect them is the balance between curiosity-driven science
and the direction of scientific effort towards national strategic goals, such as renewable energy, food security
or climate change.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/higher-education-network/blog/2012 /jan/17 /david-willetts-funding-scientific-

research?

The Agricultural Sector in Yemen: Challenges and Opportunities, The Yemen Observer, January 17

The agricultural sector has witnessed substantial transformations since the 1962 and 1963 revolutions. The
agricultural sector remains one of the key sectors of the national economy as it contributes by almost 17.4%
to the GDP, employing over 54% of the country's labor force and constituting a substantial source in the non-
oil Yemeni exports.

http://www.yobserver.com/business-and-economy/10021812.html

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE

Reports:

A Dangerous Delay: The Cost of Late Response to Early Warnings in the 2011 Drought in the Horn of
Africa, Save the Children, January 19
The response to drought is invariably too little too late, representing a systemic failure of the international
system - both ‘humanitarian’ and ‘development’. The result of this failure is that the people affected - this
time in the Horn of Africa: Ethiopia, Kenya, and Somalia - lose their livelihoods and potentially their lives.
This briefing examines the factors that allowed a drought in the Horn of Africa to develop into a full-scale
crisis of hunger and livelihoods.
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/eastafrica/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/bp-dangerous-delay-horn-africa-
drought-180112-en.pdf
SEE ALSO: Aid Agencies: Donors’ Slow Response to East African Hunger Crisis ‘Cost Thousands
of Lives’, Washington Post, January 18
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Thousands of people died needlessly and millions of dollars were wasted because the international
community did not respond fast enough to early signs of famine in East Africa, while warning of a
new hunger crisis in West Africa. The report even blamed aid agencies, saying they were too slow to
scale up their response.

http: //www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/aid-agencies-donors-slow-response-to-east-african-
hunger-crisis-cost-thousands-of-lives/2012/01/18/gIQArUnW?7P story.html

SEE ALSO: East Africa's Drought: The Avoidable Disaster, Simon Tisdall, Guardian, January 17

The report concludes that although drought sparked the east Africa crisis, human factors turned it
into a disaster.

http: //www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/aid-agencies-donors-slow-response-to-east-african-

hunger-crisis-cost-thousands-of-lives/2012/01 /18 /gIQArUnW?7P story.html

Media Articles:

US$22.2 Million IFAD Loan to Niger to Boost Food Security and Rural Development in Maradi Region,
IFAD, January 19

IFAD will provide a US$22.2 million loan to the Republic of Niger to help poor rural households to improve
their food security and income. This new project will focus on increasing production as well as supporting
small farmers to set their prices in a manner that remains profitable for them but is still affordable for
consumers. In addition, the project aims to enhance living conditions and build resilience of the most
vulnerable groups, and to improve rural household nutrition.
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/2012/2.htm

Somalia: Hunger and Homelessness, Opinion, Andrew Wander, Al Jazeera, January 19

Early warnings were predicting food crisis in Somalia as early as August 2010, but for months appeals for
funding by the few aid agencies working in the country fell on deaf ears. It was not until July 2011, when
media reports revealed the scale of the crisis to the world that significant humanitarian funding became
available. By this time malnutrition rates had exploded in some parts of the country, and child-size graves
were already being dug across the region.
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2012/01/20121197574167871.html

Aid Efforts Need Help Getting To Somalia's Famine, NPR, January 15

Somalia has been struggling with the effects of a drought that began two years ago, causing a famine that's
affected millions of people. Aid groups from around the world have been pushing hard to get food and aid to
the people who need it, but those efforts have been hampered by the ongoing war. Host Rachel Martin talks to
Mark Bowden, the United Nation's humanitarian coordinator for Somalia.

SEE ALSO: Islamic Militants Halt Aid to Famine-Stricken Somalia, Solomon Moore, Wall Street
Journal, January 14

Islamist militants have cut off emergency food delivery for an estimated 240,000 people in the
central and southern regions of Somalia, according to relief workers, in an ominous development for
one of the largest food-delivery programs in the famine-stricken east African nation. International
relief agencies working to stave off starvation in Somalia are frequently hassled by al Shabaab.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203721704577158941987024340.html

SEE ALSO: Somali Famine '"Will Kill Tens of Thousands', BBC, January 15

The UN in Somalia says tens of thousands of people will have died of starvation by the time the
famine in the Horn of Africa ends. Somalia has not had a functioning central government for more
than 20 years and has been wracked by fighting between militias. The UN is calling for additional
funds to replenish flocks of sheep, goats and camels so that people can re-build their lives.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-16568842

EU Doubles Sahel Aid in Response to Food Crisis, Mark Tran, Guardian, January 18

The EU is doubling its humanitarian aid to the Sahel to nearly €95m in response to the slow onset emergency
in the region, where an estimated 300,000 children are affected by malnutrition annually. In Niger, 300,000
children were treated for severe malnutrition last year - an astonishing 15% of all children treated for
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malnutrition WorldWIde

US Officials Pledge to Let Health Aid Recipients Decide, Global Post, January 13

One of the Obama administration’s key strategies in saving millions of lives of people in the developing world
is to do something that on the surface sounds straightforward: let the countries themselves set the agenda
and be in charge.

dec1de

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Reports:

2011 a Year of Climate Extremes in the United States, NOAA, January 19
NOAA announces two additional severe weather events reached $1 billion damage threshold, raising 2011’s
billion-dollar disaster count from 12 to 14 events. On a global scale, La Nifia events helped keep the average
global temperature below recent trends. As a result, 2011 tied with 1997 for the 11th warmest year on
record.
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2012/20120119 global stats.html
SEE ALSO: U.S. Saw Records for Extreme Weather in 2011, Wall Street Journal, January 19
Climate scientists say a global increase in weather anomalies is due to a rise in global temperatures,
though other factors cause isolated extreme weather events. It was a particularly uneven year for
rainfall, setting a record for areas that experienced extremely dry and extremely wet conditions,
NOAA said.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204616504577171471284332022.html
SEE ALSO: NOAA Climate Science & Services Monthly Climate Update
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings/201201.pdf
SEE ALSO: Selected Yearly Records for 2011
http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/cmb/images/us/2011/dec/selected-yearly-records-prelim-

2011.pdf

Media Articles:

Climate Proposal Puts Practicality Ahead of Sacrifice, John Tierney, New York Times, January 16

The current issue of the journal Science contains a proposal to slow global warming that is extraordinary for a
couple of reasons: 1. In theory, it would help people living in poor countries now, instead of mainly benefiting
their descendants 2. In practice, it might actually work.

payoff html?
SEE ALSO: Simultaneously Mitigating Near-Term Climate Change and Improving Human

Health and Food Security, Science, January 13
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/335/6065/183

Chinese Dam Project in Cambodia Raises Environmental Concerns, Simon Marks, New York Times,
January 16

In the next three years, work is expected to begin on two more Chinese-built dams in Pursat Province, on the
border with Thailand, and on a project on the Tatai River in Koh Kong Province. The most worrisome threat
posed by the dams, some environmentalists say, is to food security for the rural population of Cambodia,
people who depend heavily on fish as a source of protein.

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/17 /business/global /17iht-rbog-cam17.html?

Powering Sustainable Energy for All, Opinion, Ban Ki-Moon, New York Times, January 11
Energy transforms lives, businesses and economies. And it transforms our planet — its climate, natural
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/17/business/global/17iht-rbog-cam17.html

resources and ecosystems. There can be no development without energy. Today we have an opportunity to
turn on the heat and lights for every household in the world, however poor, even as we turn down the global
thermostat. The key is to provide sustainable energy for all.

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/12 /opinion/powering-sustainable-energy-for-all.html?

SEE ALSO: UN Chief Calls for Stepped Up Action by Governments, Private Sector to Boost Clean
Energy, Associated Press, January 16

Ban Ki-moon said that he wants to see the world double its share of renewable energy, which
typically includes wind, solar and hydropower, by 2030. “Across the world, we see momentum
building for concrete action that reduces energy poverty, catalyzes sustainable growth and mitigates
climate change. Achieving sustainable energy is both feasible and necessary,” Ban said.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/un-chief-calls-for-stepped-up-action-by-governments-

private-sector-to-boost-clean-energy/2012/01/16/gIQAno9d2P story.html

WOMEN & GIRLS

Reports:

Putting Gender on the Map, [FPRI, January 2012

Although the different roles of men and women in agriculture in different parts of Sub-Saharan Africa have
been widely acknowledged, there have not been consistent efforts to collect data on these patterns. This
paper presents a way of classifying gendered farm management systems and then describes pilots of four
different approaches to collecting and georeferencing information on the dominant pattern in each area.
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01153.pdf

Media Articles:

Land Rights for Women Can Help Ease India's Child Malnutrition Crisis, Opinion, Renee Giovarelli,
Guardian, January 20

When children are born underweight or are malnourished, they are at severe risk of reduced health and
mental capacity. These deficiencies cost India, in economic terms alone, an estimated $28bn per year. We've
seen it in our work from Rwanda to India, when women have secure rights to the land either jointly with their
husbands or on their own, the family does better in a host of ways: improved education, improved nutrition,
improved health.

http://www.guardian.co.uk
ease-malnutrition?

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES

Reports:

Global Economic Outlook 2012, World Bank, January 2012
Looking forward, commodity prices are expected to ease. On the basis of these projections, regional terms of
trade effects can be expected to be modest. However as the past 10 years have illustrated, commodity prices
can be volatile, especially in the face of sharp fluctuations in economic activity.
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS /Resources/334934-1322593305595/8287139-
1326374900917 /GEP January 2012a FullReport FINAL.pdf
SEE ALSO: World Bank Warns Developing Nations of Slowing Growth, Annie Lowrey, Washington
Post, January 18
The bank lowered its growth forecasts for high-income and low-income countries, saying it expected
the world economy to expand an aggregate 2.5 percent in 2012, down from about 2.7 percent in
2011. The bank said developing economies should prepare for declining investment from abroad,
less-robust exports, and reduced remittances.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/18/business/world-bank-predicts-slower-growth-and-urges-
precautions.html?

Foreign Direct Investment in Land in West Africa, IFPRI, January 2012

Africa is a major destination of investment flows because it has the largest reserves of arable land. To guide
future strategies on foreign investment in land, this report focuses on trends in investment volumes and
flows, lessons from other countries, conditions for beneficial deals, and existing knowledge gaps.
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files /publications/wcaotn01.pdf

Media Articles:
Zambia Maize Eases Southern Africa Supply Crunch, Reuters, January 19
Zambia has robust maize stocks and sees little risk in using them to partly fill a regional gap as a supply
crunch looms in southern Africa, pushing up futures prices for the staple and accelerating food inflation.
South Africa is now importing maize to make up for deficits due to export commitments, while Malawi, which
recorded a series of bumper crops helped by subsidies, has suspended exports because of reported shortages.
http://afreuters.com/article/investingNews /idAFJOE80108020120119?
SEE ALSO: South Africa Exporting Corn Risks Depleting Domestic Supplies: Commodities,
Bloomberyg, January 18
A government-backed plan to export a record corn surplus may leave South African silos drained of
the country’s staple food by the end of April. The price of white corn, used to make the corn meal
eaten by many South Africans, has risen to a record in Johannesburg and the nation is importing the
yellow variety of the grain for the first time in two years.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-17 /south-africa-exporting-corn-risks-depleting-
domestic-supplies-commodities.html

Orange Juice Prices Squeezed Higher, Emiko Terazono, Financial Times, January 20
The price of orange juice rose by its maximum daily limit on Friday after a destructive citrus disease was
found in Texas earlier this week for the first time. Investors in orange juice futures have had a volatile ride
over the past few weeks due to the discovery of traces of fungicide carbendazim - which is banned in the US -
in orange juice imported from Brazil. The fungicide is commonly used in Brazil, which supplies the US with
about 15 percent of the orange juice consumed each year.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/3fa2218c-4386-11el-adda-00144feab49a.html
SEE ALSO: Three Orange Juice Samples Tested for Fungicide Are Negative, LA Times, January 16
Three orange juice samples tested by the U.S. government found no measurable amounts of a
fungicide linked to liver tumors in animals, easing concern about a ban on imports that boosted
prices to a four-year high.
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-orange-juice-tests-20120116,0,4116200.story

Cross-Border Talks Over EU Farming Subsidies, BBC, January 19

Agriculture Minister Michelle O'Neill has said she has held "useful” talks with the European commissioner for
agriculture in Dublin on Thursday. The talks with Dacian Ciolos were over planned changes to reforms to the
Common Agricultural Policy. The NI Assembly's agriculture committee accepted an invitation from an Irish
parliament committee to lobby Mr Ciolos on EU farming subsidies Ms O'Neill said the CAP reform process was
at an early stage.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-16621453

Chinese Firm Investments $1.3 Billion in Sierra Leone Farmland, AFP, January 18

A Chinese company said it will invest $1.3 billion to develop rice and rubber agriculture in Sierra Leone, the
biggest investment to date in the country’s farming sector. Shanghai Construction Investment and Sierra
Leone’s agricultural ministry signed a memorandum of understanding which says the company “will cultivate
over 30,000 hectares of land” in the northern region of Tonkolili. The project will begin in mid-2012 and is
expected to create some 100,000 jobs for Slerra Leonean workers.

Qatar’s Next Big Purchase: A Farming Sector, Business World, January 18
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The agricultural arm of Qatar’s sovereign wealth fund, Hassad Food, has bought land in Sudan and Australia,
and has announced plans to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on agricultural projects in countries
including Kenya, Brazil, Argentina, Turkey and Ukraine. Qatar also aims to produce most of its food
domestically, by spending massively to boost crop yields and convert semi-desert into agricultural land.
http://bworldonline.com/content.php?section=21&title=Qatar’s-next-big-purchase:-a-farming-

sector&id=45231

Drought Hits Latin American Crops, Financial Times, January 17
Weeks of scant rainfall and unusually hot temperatures linked to the La Nifia phenomenon have ravaged
crops across Brazil and Argentina, which together account for almost half the world’s soyabean exports and
about 24 percent of corn shipments. The drought in Argentina and Brazil matters well beyond the agricultural
commodities markets. If the recent rainfall continues, corn and soyabean production will recover, weighing
on commodity prices.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/19e05aa4-411a-11e1-8¢c33-00144feab49a.html
SEE ALSO: Argentina Sees Soy Area, Corn Yields Hurt by Drought, Reuters, January 19
An unforgiving Southern Hemisphere summer sun, intensified by dryness caused by the La Nina
phenomenon, is taking a toll on Argentine corn and soy crop expectations, the government said on
Thursday. The drought has caused concern about world food supplies. Argentina is the No. 2 global
corn exporter and the No. 3 supplier of soybeans, which serve as the world's most important source
of protein.
http://ar.reuters.com/article/idARL1E8C]9HZ20120119

Fertilizer Prices to be Liberalized when Russia is WTO Member - FAS Chief, Interfax, January 17
When it becomes a member of the World Trade Organization, Russia will have to do away with industrial
subsidies for all kinds of fertilizer within the country and move to pricing based on world prices, head of
Russia's Federal Antimonopoly Service (FAS) Igor Artemyev told reporters.
http://www.interfax.com/newsinf.asp?id=302041

Thai Rice Exports Set to Plunge, Financial Times, January 17
Thailand’s rice exporters have warned that rice exports may plunge as much as 38 percent this year, the
lowest level in more than a decade, due to India’s re-entry into the rice exporting market and a new Thai
government subsidy scheme that is inflating prices. The projected fall in export volumes would see Vietnam
replace Thailand, which accounts for 7 percent of global rice production and more than 30 per cent of the
global rice market, as the world’s biggest rice exporter.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/9351ba78-4114-11e1-b521-00144feab49a.html
SEE ALSO: Rice Output in Biggest Shipper Thailand Seen Gaining to Record After Flood,
Bloomberg, January 19
Rice production in Thailand, the world’s largest exporter, may climb 16 percent to an all-time high in
the season from October as farmers expand plantings to offset losses from floods that inundated
farms this crop year. Total output may surge to 36 million metric tons, split between 25 million tons
in the main crop and a second harvest of 11 million tons.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-19/rice-output-in-biggest-shipper-thailand-seen-

gaining-to-record-after-flood.html

Rising Food Prices to Remain Steady in 2012, MSNBC, January 16

Prices rose nearly five percent for common household groceries last year, according to the USDA. Prices
reached record levels around this time last year. In 2012, the USDA says some food prices are predicted to
rise, but not as fast as last year. The USDA says 2012 food prices aren't expected to be as high as 2011, but
will be above historical averages. Typical foods you eat at home are expected to rise 3 to 4 percent.
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id /46016286

Executive Order for Food Plan Rollout Likely, The Times of India, January 15

With its politically crucial food security agenda facing time-consuming scrutiny by a parliamentary panel, the
government is considering the option of rolling out key elements of the programme through an executive
decision that can be later subsumed by an act of Parliament. The Centre could kick start an ambitious recast
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of the publlc dlstrlbutlon system soon after the five-state polls get over in early March.
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AGRIBUSINESS

Media Articles:

BASF to Stop Selling Genetically Modified Products in Europe, James Kanter, New York Times, January 16
BASF, the German chemical group, has abandoned efforts to sell genetically modified products in Europe,
including its Amflora potato, because of overwhelming opposition to the technology, the company said
Monday. The withdrawal of the potato leaves a type of corn produced by Monsanto as the only biotech crop
grown in Europe.

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/17 /business/global/17iht-gmo17.html

Kraft Foods to Cut Up to 1,600 Positions, Close 2 Management Centers in Spinoff Plans, Associated Press,
January 17

Kraft Foods Inc. will cut 1,600 positions in North America as it prepares to split its business in two. The
Northfield, 1ll.-based food company said that it plans to eliminate the positions throughout the U.S. and
Canada during the commg year.

management-centers-in-spinoff-plans/2012/01/17 /glQAh6gk5P story.html

Trimble Partners with U.S. Sugar for Agriculture Solutions, Wall Street Journal, January 17

Trimble announced that it will supply information management solutions that can increase efficiencies and
productivity for U.S. Sugar Corporation, one of the nation's largest fully-integrated producers of sugar cane
and refined sugar. The agreement with U.S. Sugar is the next step forward to apply these solutions and
services to an established world agricultural market.
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/trimble-partners-with-us-sugar-for-agriculture-solutions-2012-01-
17?reflink=MW news stmp
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