
 
 

 
 

January 1st – January 13th, 2012 
 
Quote of the Week: – “My top priority for 2012 will be to make a renewed push towards that objective, but also 
to look beyond it, to the final, total eradication of hunger from this planet. Obviously, it is not something that 
FAO can do alone. It needs a new international mobilization, the support of decision-makers everywhere, and a 
concerted effort by the entire UN family and other development partners. I plan immediately to start a series of 
consultations with 20-30 of the world's poorest countries and help them mobilize the resources needed to launch 
their own comprehensive food security strategies.” - Jose Graziano da Silva in “Hunger Can't Wait”, Huffington 
Post, January 5, 2012 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
FAO Food Price Index, FAO, January 12 
The FAO Food Price Index averaged 211 points in December 2011, 2.4 percent down from November and 
11.3 percent below its February 2011 peak. Sharp falls in international prices of cereals, sugar and oils were 
behind the December decline.  Bumper crops coupled with slowing demand and a stronger US dollar weighed 
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on prices of most commodities. 
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/foodpricesindex/en/  

SEE ALSO: World Food Prices Fell to 14-Month Low in December, UN Says, Rudy Ruitenberg, 
Bloomberg, January 12 
Food prices will probably decline this year, Jose Graziano da Silva, who became FAO director general 
this month, said Jan. 3. Prices have dropped 11 percent since reaching a record in February, lowering 
costs that drove global inflation higher and giving central banks greater scope to ease monetary 
policy in a bid to shore up economic growth. 
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-01-12/world-food-prices-fell-to-14-month-low-in-
december-un-says.html 

 
Hunger Can't Wait, Opinion, Jose Graziano da Silva, Huffington Post, January 5 
My top priority for 2012 will be to make a renewed push towards that objective, but also to look beyond it, to 
the final, total eradication of hunger from this planet. Obviously, it is not something that FAO can do alone. It 
needs a new international mobilization, the support of decision-makers everywhere, and a concerted effort 
by the entire UN family and other development partners. I plan immediately to start a series of consultations 
with 20-30 of the world's poorest countries and help them mobilize the resources needed to launch their own 
comprehensive food security strategies. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jose-graziano-da-silva/fighting-global-hunger_b_1186499.html  

SEE ALSO: New UN Official Sees More Food Price Volatility in 2012 _ and Rise in Hunger, 
Associated Press, January 3 
The new head of the U.N. food agency said he expects food prices to stay volatile in 2012 — and more 
people to go hungry. Jose Graziano da Silva, Brazil’s former food security minister, took over as 
director-general of the Rome-based Food and Agriculture Organization on Jan. 1. Graziano 
acknowledged that the anticipated recession in much of Europe this year could affect his effort, with 
countries possibly reneging on their annual FAO dues.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/new-un-official-sees-more-food-price-volatility-in-2012-_-
and-rise-in-hunger/2012/01/03/gIQA3BP2XP_story.html 

 
Melinda Gates Answers Your Questions, New York Times, January 9 
The foundation is data-driven in everything we do, from making grants to estimating and evaluating their 
impact. For example, here in Bangladesh, we are funding several research studies to better understand which 
viruses and bacteria cause the most cases of pneumonia. Only by generating solid data will we be able to 
make well-informed decisions. And, of course, we need to know if our work is having impact. Measurement 
and evaluation is built into every single grant so we can analyze the results of programs that we fund. 
http://kristof.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/09/melinda-gates-answers-your-questions/  
 
Sheeran Bows Out of WFP Post, New FAO Head Eyes Eradication of World Hunger, Hagstrom Report, 
January 3 
United Nations World Food Program executive director Josette Sheeran announced today she will leave her 
post when her term expires in April, while Jose Graziano da Silva, the new director general of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organization, announced that eradication of world hunger will be the goal of his three-and-a-
half year term, rather than the previous U.N. goal of halving hunger by 2015. 
www.hagstromreport.com 
 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Remarks by Ambassador Jeffrey DeLaurentis, U.S. Alternate Representative for Special Political 
Affairs to the United Nations, at the Security Council Briefing on Somalia, U.S. State Department, January 
11 
Although famine conditions have eased in some parts of the country, 3.7 million Somalis are still in need of 
humanitarian assistance. Nearly one million Somalis live in exile, and 1.5 million are displaced and 
experiencing famine conditions. All parties must ensure immediate and unfettered access to those in need of 
emergency humanitarian assistance. Total U.S. humanitarian assistance to the region since October 1, 2010 is 
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$870 million, $205 million of which has been used for Somalia.  
http://usun.state.gov/briefing/statements/180493.htm  
 
Ensuring Food Security Remains a High-Level Priority, Opinion, Jonathan Shrier, DipNote, State 
Department, January 10 
President Obama's L'Aquila pledge of $3.5 billion became Feed the Future, the U.S. government's global 
hunger and food security initiative. These reversed decades of underinvestment in food security, especially 
agricultural development and preventative nutrition. FTF encompasses all U.S. government agricultural 
investments and changes the structure and focus of such investments to avoid a myopic focus on increased 
food production alone. We also incorporate high-leverage interventions, such as those related to improved 
nutrition and women’s empowerment. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/ensuring_food_security 
 
USDA Plan to Shut 259 Offices Wins Praise for Cost-Cutting but Raises Food Safety Concerns, Associated 
Press, January 9 
The U.S. Agriculture Department announced it will close nearly 260 offices nationwide, a move that won 
praise for cutting costs but raised concerns about the possible effect on food safety. The plan calls for 259 
offices, labs and other facilities to be closed, affecting the USDA headquarters in Washington and operations 
in 46 states. Seven foreign offices also will be shut. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/ap-newsbreak-usda-says-it-will-close-259-domestic-offices-to-
help-save-150-million-per-year/2012/01/09/gIQA79PRmP_story.html  
 
Improved Nutrition, Agricultural Development Helps Bring Hondurans Out of Poverty and Hunger, 
Opinion, Ertharin Cousin, U.S. State Department DipNote, January 6 
All the projects we saw are making a difference. Now we must scale them up, so more people can participate 
and benefit, and ultimately break free of assistance. To do this we must work in partnership with UN 
agencies, NGOs, and national governments to ensure they invest in agricultural development and in women as 
well as promote involvement by the private sector. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/nutrition_agriculture_honduras  
 
Steering USAID - Mission possible, Says Rajiv Shah, CNBC, December 31 
By making a smaller but more results oriented-investment in agricultural development and support, we can 
avoid help famine and situations of hunger and food insecurity by helping countries become self-sufficient. 
That is much more cost efficient and yields better results than dealing with famines, food riots in failed states 
that we have seen over the last five years result from situations of food insecurity. 
http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/world-news/steering-usaid-mission-possible-says-rajiv-
shah_643185.html 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
World Future Energy Summit 
Date: January 16 – 19, 2012 
Location: Abu Dhabi 
World Future Energy Summit is the world’s foremost annual meeting committed to advancing future energy, 
energy efficiency and clean technologies by engaging political, business, finance, academic and industry 
leaders to drive innovation, business and investment opportunities in response to the growing need for 
sustainable energy. 
http://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/  
 
International Scientific Symposium on Food & Nutrition Security Information 
Date: January 17-19 
Location: Rome, Italy 
Ten years after the 2002 International Scientific Symposium on the Measurement of Food Deprivation and 
Undernutrition, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations is organizing a new symposium 
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to examine emerging trends in measuring Food and Nutrition Security Information and linking it more closely 
to decision-making. 
http://www.foodsec.org/fileadmin/user_upload/eufao-fsi4dm/docs/iss-agenda.pdf  
 
Voucher Schemes for Enhanced Fertilizer Use: Lessons Learned and Policy Implications 
Date: January 24, 2012 
Location: Washington, D.C.  
This presentation, based on lessons learned, sets out the essential objectives of voucher schemes; the detailed 
planning and targeting required for successful, beneficial, and efficient implementation; their role as just one 
tool in sustainable market development; and the need for exit strategies from the usually high and 
unsustainable support cost. 
http://agrilinks.kdid.org/events/voucher-schemes-enhanced-fertilizer-use-lessons-learned-and-policy-
implications 
 
Food Secure Arab World 
Date: February 6 – 7, 2012 
Location: Beirut, Lebanon 
To achieve long-term prosperity and stability, Arab countries urgently need to foster food security. A 
comprehensive roadmap for development and poverty reduction requires a broad food security program for 
the region accompanied by country-specific strategies. Governments, civil society, nongovernmental 
organizations, and the private sector should use participatory, transparent decisionmaking processes to 
design strategies and investment plans. The February 2012 Food-Secure Arab World Conference in Beirut, 
Lebanon, is a forum to discuss that evidence and use it to set priorities for a better future. 
http://fsaw2012.ifpri.info/  
 
USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum 
Date: February 23-24, 2012 
Location: Arlington, VA  
Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues 
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development; 
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning 
farmers. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/  
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 

http://www.foodsec.org/fileadmin/user_upload/eufao-fsi4dm/docs/iss-agenda.pdf
http://agrilinks.kdid.org/events/voucher-schemes-enhanced-fertilizer-use-lessons-learned-and-policy-implication%20s
http://agrilinks.kdid.org/events/voucher-schemes-enhanced-fertilizer-use-lessons-learned-and-policy-implication%20s
http://fsaw2012.ifpri.info/
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php


Media Articles: 
 
Burundi Government to Boost Agriculture Budget, Renouveau Says, Desire Nimubona, Bloomberg, 
January 12 
Burundi’s government plans to increase its agriculture budget to boost food production in the East African 
nation, Renouveau reported. Spending will increase to 45.9 billion francs ($33.4 million) in 2012 from 43.2 
billion francs last year, the state-owned Bujumbura-based newspaper said.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-01-12/burundi-government-to-boost-agriculture-budget-
renouveau-says.html 
 
Irish Farm ing Reaps Growing Success, Jamie Smyth, Financial Times, January 11  
Farming is one of the few domestic industries in Ireland that is thriving despite an economic crisis that forced 
the country to accept a bail-out from the European Union and International Monetary Fund in 2010. Surging 
commodity prices – in particular the price of milk, beef and lamb – helped farm profits in Ireland rise by a 
third last year.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/ff8b3294-3c3e-11e1-8d38-00144feabdc0.html 
 
In Africa, Using Ants and Termites to Increase Crop Yields, Christian Science Monitor, January 5 
One way that farmers are working to increase crop yield, however, is through the use of termites and ants. 
Recent research conducted by scientists at the University of Sydney reveals that ants could also help farmers 
increase crop yields. The findings show that termites and ants improve soil fertility in drylands by digging 
tunnels that allow plants greater access to water. The research also found that termites provide plants 
additional nutrients because they increase the amount of nitrogen contained in soil.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2012/0105/In-Africa-using-ants-
and-termites-to-increase-crop-yields  
 
Fernandez On How To Increase Food Production, VOA News, January 2 
Feed the Future, the U.S. government’s global hunger and food security initiative, is investing in entire value 
chains to meet growing demand and need.  From investing in advanced seeds that tolerate drought and resist 
disease, to infrastructure and market development, this comprehensive approach to agricultural 
development will also stimulate sustainable economic growth.   Ο 
http://www.voanews.com/policy/editorials/africa/Fernandez-on-how-to-increase-food-production-
136555533.html  
 
With Drought Causing Hay Shortage, NM Scientists Working on Alfalfa that Grows with Less Water, 
Washington Post, January 2 
Scientists at New Mexico State University are trying to help by using genetic analysis and traditional plant 
breeding practices to come up with more drought-tolerant varieties of alfalfa. The research is important 
because two-thirds of hay produced in the U.S. is grown in drought-prone areas of the Great Plains or the 
western U.S. It’s essential to everything from the billion-dollar dairy and beef industries to the wool market 
and even horse racing. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/with-drought-causing-hay-shortage-nm-scientists-working-on-
alfalfa-that-grows-with-less-water/2012/01/02/gIQAxiXdVP_story.html 
 
In Afghanistan, Poppy Growing Proves Resilient, Alissa J. Rubin, New York Times, January 1 
The pull of poppies is hard to resist. Despite NATO’s successes in balancing military saturation with 
agricultural incentives in Helmand, the province provides raw material for more than 40 percent of the 
world’s opium, and overall poppy cultivation in Afghanistan in 2011 was up 7 percent from the previous year. 
It is expected to rise further in the years ahead, both because opium prices are high and because the 
profitability of alternative crops is limited, in part by difficulties in marketing them.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/02/world/asia/in-afghanistan-a-troubling-resurgence-of-the-poppy-
crop.html 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
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Media Articles: 
 
Interview with Bill Gates, BBC Radio, January 2012 
Katie Derham has been given unique access to key decision makers at the Gates Foundation in Seattle, follows 
Bill Gates as he lobbies European opinion formers in Paris, and hears how some of the grantees view their 
relationship with the richest man in the world. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b018xs8p  
 
Haiti ‘A Country Undeniably on the Move’, Opinion, Rajiv Shah, Miami Herald, January 11 
Technology is also transforming Haiti’s agricultural development. More than 60 percent of Haiti’s workers are 
farmers, despite low crop yields throughout the country. Today, text messaging is helping farmers learn 
better agricultural practices, while also giving them access to improved seeds and fertilizer and providing 
real-time market prices so they can sell their crops to the highest bidder. 
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/01/11/2585138/haiti-a-country-undeniably-on.html 
 
Was $73B of Afghan Aid Wasted?, Opinion, James R. Petersen, Politico, January 11 
The national debate about whether to engage in Afghanistan and for how long is likely to continue in 
Washington. But everyone can agree that, with a staggering $15 trillion national debt and facing budget 
austerity, U.S. taxpayers have a right to know where the money is going in Afghanistan. And to turn off the 
spigot if necessary. 
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0112/71314.html  
 
Haiti Struggles to Rebuild, Financial Times, January 11 
Oxfam, the charity, this week criticized the “snail’s pace” of the reconstruction efforts, despite the 
participation of more than 12,000 aid groups. More than 500,000 Haitians still live in ad hoc camps around 
Port-au-Prince, the capital, and 8m still live without electricity. And the throngs of jobless who line the 
capital’s streets are a reminder of the 70 per cent unemployment rate. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/7dcbdd92-3c63-11e1-8d38-00144feabdc0.html 

SEE ALSO: Haiti Can Be Rich Again, Opinion, Laurent Dubois and Deborah Jenson, New York Times, 
January 8 
The flow of ideas and money to Haiti that followed the earthquake provides an opportunity to restore 
the system of small farms that was a pillar of Haitian society after independence. The return on the 
investment in the rural economy would be self-reliance, the alleviation of dangerous overcrowding in 
cities and, most important, a path toward ending Haiti’s now chronic problems of malnutrition and 
food insecurity. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/09/opinion/haiti-can-be-rich-again.html 

 
Spain's Development Aid Has Improved, but Needs More Focus, Mark Tran, Guardian, January 9 
The OECD thinktank has praised Spain for "remarkable progress" in improving both the quantity and quality 
of its aid, but said it could ensure greater impact by giving to fewer countries and focusing on their poorest 
people. Spain has doubled its aid from 0.23% of its national wealth in 2003 to 0.46% in 2009, making it the 
world's seventh-largest donor by volume. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/jan/09/spain-aid-review-good-progress  
 
Better than Expected U.S. Support for Global Development, Opinion, Kemal Dervis and Homi Khares, The 
Brookings Institution, January 6 
The bill gives $2.6 billion—an increase of 37 percent in spending over 2011— for capital increases and 
replenishments for major multilateral agencies and funds, such as the World Bank and IMF. In addition, 
funding to U.S. foreign assistance programs will rise slightly from $21.2 billion in 2011 to $21.5 billion next 
year. The administration’s strategy of linking foreign assistance closely to national security, while derided by 
development purists, seems to have paid off. 
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2012/0106_us_global_development_dervis_kharas.aspx 
 
Barack Obama Still Has the Chance to Leave a US Legacy in Africa, Opinion, Mwangi S Kimenyi, Guardian, 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b018xs8p
http://www.miamiherald.com/2012/01/11/2585138/haiti-a-country-undeniably-on.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0112/71314.html
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/7dcbdd92-3c63-11e1-8d38-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1jOlYg0A2
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/09/opinion/haiti-can-be-rich-again.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/jan/09/spain-aid-review-good-progress
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2012/0106_us_global_development_dervis_kharas.aspx


January 5 
Rather than looking at Africa from the perspective of aid, American should seek to build mutually beneficial 
partnerships across the continent. Aid is important but partnerships based on trade, investment, joint 
ventures and research are much more important – and benefit both Africa and America. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jan/05/barack-obama-us-legacy-
africa  
 
China Lends Africa More than World Bank, Esi-Africa, January 3 
China has been boosting ties with Africa, as it seeks to secure access to the continent’s raw materials and new 
markets for its manufactured goods. In return it has provided African governments with financing to help 
develop their economies, attaching less stringent loan conditions than institutions such as the World Bank 
and IMF. Chinese loans to sub-Saharan Africa exceed the Asian nation’s foreign direct investment in the 
region, with cumulative investment reaching US$11 billion as of 2010, according to the ratings company. 
http://www.esi-africa.com/node/13998  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Media Articles: 
 
Decisions Must be Made at Rio Earth Summit, Urges UN Official, John Vidal, Guardian, January 11 
World leaders will be called on to sign up for 10 new sustainable development goals for the planet and 
promise to build green economies. They will also be asked to negotiate a new agreement to protect oceans, 
approve an annual state of the planet report, set up a major world agency for the environment, and appoint a 
global "ombudsperson", or high commissioner, for future generations. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jan/11/decisions-rio-earth-summit-un 
 
India Inc. Faces Water Troubles, Margherita Stancati, Wall Street Journal, January 11 
Indian businesses are having problems with water access, according to a preview of a study released by 
India’s leading industry body. The study, released earlier this week by the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, says that “access to water has become difficult and the problem is likely to increase 
in the coming years.” In the next decade, water will be a major issue for close to 90% of Indian businesses. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2012/01/11/india-inc-faces-water-troubles/ 
 
Will Water Scarcity Increase Tensions Across Asia?, Sundeep Waslekar, Forbes, January 11  
Water will be one of the defining issues of the next half century. It's a critical issue and this realization will 
start from 2012. Water could emerge as a potential source of conflict. But it could also emerge as a potential 
source of economic growth and co-operation between these countries. It's in this context that water is 
important in 2012. The solution lies in looking at water from a different point of view. 
http://www.forbes.com/2012/01/09/forbes-india-water-wars-across-asia.html 
 
Argentina: Farmers Pray for Rain, Jude Webber, Financial Times, January 10 
Argentine farmers, their fields parched, are obsessed with just one thing at the moment: rain. When it will 
rain. How much it will rain. And how much of their production – especially of corn – they can salvage if it 
does. Argentina’s farm sector is the country’s biggest moneyspinner, bringing much needed dollars flowing 
into state coffers.  
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2012/01/10/argentina-farmers-pray-for-rain/ 
 
Rio+20 Can Make a Difference, Opinion, Stephen Hale, Guardian, January 10 
Rio+20 can and must make a difference. But there is no prospect of achieving the breakthroughs we need on 
climate change, poverty or in other areas without global agreement. The Brazilian hosts are very keen to 
secure meaningful input from outside the formal negotiating process, and are proposing innovative ways of 
achieving this. Food security and agriculture are being put forward by many as a key sector on which the 
summit could focus. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jan/10/importance-of-rio20-
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global-summit  
 
Record Air Pollution Hammers Calif’s Ag Heartland, Tracie Cone, Daily Caller, January 7 
This is the time of year when residents who often live with the nation’s worst pollution often can draw a 
breath of fresh air. But this winter has not been kind to people who want to play outside in California’s 
Central Valley. A dry December and January has stagnated air across California, but nowhere is the situation 
more serious than between Modesto and Bakersfield, where nearly every day dirty air has exceeded federal 
health standards. It’s the worst air quality recorded in a dozen years, and it’s the unhealthiest kind. 
http://dailycaller.com/2012/01/07/record-air-pollution-hammers-califs-ag-heartland/ 
 
‘Poop to Power' Program Turns Pig Manure Into Sustainable Energy, John Platt, Forbes, January 3 
The nearly 9,000 hogs at Loyd Ray Farms in Yadkin County, N.C., produce 400,000 gallons of manure every 
week. Thanks to Duke University’s new Carbon Offsets Initiative, the 154-acre farm now gets half of its 
electricity from a new waste-to-fuel system that has also solved the environmental problems caused by the 
manure. It reduces emissions from the waste, improves the health of Loyd’s hogs, and creates a fertilizer he 
will use to grow corn, wheat and beans.  
http://www.forbes.com/sites/eco-nomics/2012/01/03/poop-to-power-program-turns-pig-manure-into-
sustainable-energy/ 
 
It’s Time for Sustainable Development, Julia Day, Guardian, January 3 
The biggest environmental summit in 20 years is already proving controversial. The conference is a vital 
chance to renew political commitment for sustainable development at a time when urgent action must be 
taken to divert humanity from disaster. However, some commentators already believe it will be just another 
conference – all talk and no binding action. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2012/jan/03/time-for-sustainable-
development-at-rio 
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Reports:  
 
The HUNGaMA Survey Report: Fighting Hunger and Malnutrition, HUNGaMA, 2012 
The key findings of the HUNGaMA Survey are as follows: 1) Child malnutrition is widespread across states 
and districts; 2) A reduction in the prevalence of child malnutrition is observed; 3) Child malnutrition starts 
very early in life; 4) Household socio-economic status has a significant effect on children’s nutrition status; 5) 
Girls’ nutrition advantage over boys fades away with time; 6) Mother’s education level determines children’s 
nutrition.  
http://www.naandi.org/CP/HungamaBKDec11LR.pdf  

SEE ALSO: Malnutrition Widespread in Indian Children, Report Finds, New York Times, January 
11 
Roughly 42 percent of all Indian children under age 5 suffer from malnutrition, a sobering reminder 
of the persistence of poverty and hunger in the world’s largest democracy. The distribution system is 
rife with corruption and inefficiency, and some analysts estimate that 40 percent of the subsidized 
food never reaches the intended recipients. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/11/world/asia/malnutrition-in-india-is-widespread-report-
finds.html 

 
Media Articles: 
 
South Sudan Women Working To Overcome Food Insecurity, Opinion, Elisabeth KvitaShvili, DipNote, 
January 13 
The women of South Sudan are playing a big part in the country's drive towards recovery. South Sudan 
remains a major recipient of food aid, much of it supplied by the U.S. government through the World Food 
Programme. With support from FAO, however, South Sudanese agro-pastoralists are being given initial 
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supplies of vaccines and are being trained to vaccinate livestock. With support from their partners at FAO and 
WFP and commitment from their government, the South Sudanese are on a good patah, despite the many 
obstacles, towards their goal of becoming food self-sufficient. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/south_sudan_women_food_insecurity 
 
Maternal Health Poses Another Major Challenge for Somalia, VOA News, January 7 
Two decades of civil war in Somalia have made the country one of the most dangerous places in the world for 
a woman to give birth. A lack of equipment in Somalia is endemic. Another challenge facing medical providers 
in Mogadishu and Hargeisa is the Somali custom rooted in Islam that requires a man’s consent to treat female 
patients.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Maternal-Health-Poses-Another-Major-Challenge-in-
Somalia--136871688.html  
 
Growing Beyond the Fields, Elisabetta Povoledo, New York Times, January 4 
Women, who manage one-third of Italian farms, have been particularly open to branching out the core 
business, what operators call multifunctional agriculture. Agriculture schools across Italy have seen an 
increase in enrollment, particularly among women. The Italian experience is by no means unique, but the 
female farm work force is significantly higher here than elsewhere in Western Europe. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/04/world/europe/growing-beyond-the-fields.html? 
 
Five Innovations Working to Empower Women, Christian Science Monitor, December 28 
Research has shown that women may play a key role in the fight against global hunger and poverty. 
Worldwide, roughly 1.6 billion women rely on farming for their livelihoods, and female farmers produce 
more than half of the world’s food. Strengthening women’s rights can help strengthen the global food system. 
According to the World Food Programme, allowing women farmers access to more resources could reduce 
the number of hungry people in the world by 100-150 million people. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2011/1228/Five-innovations-
working-to-empower-women 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Rain Falls on Corn's Parade, Liam Pleven and Matt Moffett, Wall Street Journal, January 13 
The sharp, 40-cents-per-bushel drop—the daily limit allowed by the Chicago Board of Trade—put an abrupt 
end to a rally that had sent corn up 12.5% in less than a month, driven largely by the threat of dry weather in 
South America and expectations of tighter U.S. supplies. Other basic agricultural products fell, too, with wheat 
futures declining 5.6% and soybeans dropping 1.6%. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203721704577157162316232748.html?  
 
Africa Rising: Jeffrey Sachs says Ghana's Future Looks Bright, Clair MacDougall, Christian Science Monitor, 
January 11 
Ghana “is one of the strongest performers in Africa on the MDGs because it has been investing for a long time 
in health and education, gender equality, and it has made a lot of progress. But there are parts of Ghana that 
are extremely poor and really need a lot of accelerated investments.” Sachs says that Ghana’s biggest 
challenge is ensuring that development is spread evenly across all regions.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2012/0111/Africa-Rising-Jeffrey-Sachs-says-Ghana-s-future-
looks-bright 
 
Syria Battles Food Security Issues, Neena Rai, Wall Street Journal, January 10 
Syria is struggling to afford and secure ample food supplies for its domestic population as the European 
Union's ban on oil imports puts severe strain on the country's finances. Syria's state grains agency, which 
traditionally purchases soft milling wheat via international tenders, is finding it difficult to secure food at 
competitive prices, European traders say.  
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204257504577152812303493678.html? 
 
India ‘Shamed’ by Child Malnutrition, Says PM Singh, BBC News, January 10 
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has branded malnutrition among children a "national shame", after a 
report said nearly half of children under five in the country were underweight. According to the report, 42% 
of children in that age bracket are suffering from malnutrition. India was also found to have the highest rate 
in the world of stunted growth among children. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-16481731 
 
Tracking Crops and Commodity Prices, Ian Berry, Wall Street Journal, January 9 
The USDA reports have a history of immediately jolting grain markets. In each of the last five years following 
the release of the January reports, corn futures have either risen or fallen to the exchange-imposed limit on 
one-day price moves. The report also can hint at food prices for the year ahead. Food prices increased over 
the next 12 months, with the USDA projecting consumer prices for food rose 3.25% to 3.75% in 2011. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204331304577145052556178084.html  
 
Dry Brazil, Argentina Lift Corn and Beans, Dan Piller, Des Moines Register, January 9 
The possibility of more hot, dry weather during South American corn pollination season is lifting corn this 
morning on the Chicago Board of Trade, with March corn up 12 cents per bushel to $6.55 and soybeans up 32 
cents per bushel to $12.28. The hot weather in South America  has caused U.S. corn prices to jump about 70 
cents per bushel from pre-Christmas. 
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2012/01/09/dry-brazil-argentina-lift-corn-and-beans/  
 
China Removes VAT on Vegetables, Chuin-Wei Yap, Wall Street Journal, January 9 
China has removed a value-added tax on vegetable distribution retroactively to Jan. 1 as part of efforts to curb 
rising food prices, which have contributed to inflationary pressure over the past year. A year ago, Beijing 
launched a wide-ranging government drive to increase food supplies, and had taken aim at improving the 
nation's agricultural production distribution as part of that effort. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204124204577150540208166600.html 
 
What China Can Teach Europe, Opinion, Daniel A. Bell, New York Times, January 7 
Chongqing, an enormous municipality with a population of 33 million and a land area the size of Austria, is 
often called China’s biggest city. But in fact 23 million of its inhabitants are registered as farmers. More than 8 
million farmers have already migrated to the municipality’s more urban areas to work, with a million per year 
expected to migrate there over the next decade. Chongqing has also improved the lot of farmers by loosening 
the hukou system. While Chongqing’s model is the most influential, there is an alternative. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/08/opinion/sunday/what-china-can-teach-europe.html  
 
Fertilizer Sales Soar as Farm Product Prices Surge, Financial Times, January 5  
Global fertilizer consumption is set to hit a record this year as high agricultural commodity prices drive 
farmers to invest in their crops, according to the trade body for the fertilizer industry. The International 
Fertilizer Industry Association said that global fertilizer consumption would hit 178.3m tones in the 2011-12 
crop year, up 3 percent from last year. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/32a953ea-37bc-11e1-9fb0-00144feabdc0.html 
 
South American Sales Boost Monsanto, Dan Piller, Des Moines Register, January 5 
Monsanto said strong sales in South America helped it to a fiscal first quarter profit of $126 million, up from 
$9 million a year earlier. Chairman Hugh Grant exulted in the results for the first quarter, crucial in the post-
harvest selling season. Monsanto and Johnston-based Pioneer Hi-Bred are in close battle for market share 
leadership in both corn and soybean sales in North America. 
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2012/01/05/south-american-sales-boost-monsanto/  

SEE ALSO: Monsanto Sees Adequate Seed Supply Despite Summer Heat, Dan Piller, Des Moines 
Register, January 5 
Monsanto Chairman Hugh Grant said Thursday that the seed company expects to have adequate 
supplies as farmers prepare to plant in April. Pioneer Hi-Bred spokeswoman Bridget Anderson said 
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the Johnston-based company expects to have adequate supplies of seed this spring. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2012301060020 

 
Will the Food Security Bill Fight Hunger?, Malavika Vyawahare, New York Times, January 2 
Would it actually alleviate hunger in India? India’s child malnutrition rates are worse than sub-Saharan 
Africa’s, and nearly half the country’s children are underweight, according to the World Bank. Improving the 
problem is seen as a crucial step the country’s development. Several parts of the Food Security Bill make it 
hard to predict its impact on hunger. 
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/01/02/will-the-food-security-bill-fight-hunger/ 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Coke, Pepsi Attempt to Ease O.J. Fears, Paul Kiernan and Betsy McKay, Wall Street Journal, January 13 
Brazilian orange juice producers say the use of the fungicide carbendazim, which was discovered in some 
major U.S. orange juice brands, is widespread in Brazil, raising concerns that most deliveries to the U.S. could 
contain the substance. FDA officials have vowed to pull juice with higher than trace elements of the 
potentially harmful fungicide, which is 80 parts per billion or higher. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204542404577156931248564436.html   

SEE ALSO: A War Effort Gone Wrong, The Economist, January 12 
The price of frozen-concentrated-orange-juice futures has leapt by around 25% since the start of the 
year to a 34-year high, mainly on concerns that Brazil, an important source of American imports, may 
have used banned fungicides which could result in an import ban. 
http://www.economist.com/blogs/schumpeter/2012/01/orangonomics 

 
Nestlé to Help Fund Dairy-Farming Institute in China, Laurie Burkitt, Wall Street Journal, January 13 
Nestlé said that the company and the northeastern city of Shuangcheng are investing a total of 2.5 billion 
yuan, or about $400 million, to open a dairy-farming institute. The goal is to train Ms. Wang and some of the 
other 11,000 farmers with whom Nestlé works about how to feed and care for 500 cows instead of just a 
handful. Nestlé will guarantee bank loans for farmers to buy more cattle. The company also plans to set up 
"cow bases," at which small-scale farmers will pay to have their cattle professionally managed. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203721704577156312307541098.html  
 
Yum to Add 100 KFC Outlets in Africa, Devon Maylie, Wall Street Journal, January 10 
Yum Brands Inc. plans to expand its KFC fast-food chain into seven more countries across Africa in 2012 and 
add 100 stores on the continent, as it seeks to tap into a rising middle class and strong economic growth. 
Retailers and food companies are pushing to expand across Africa, driven by figures such as those from the 
African Development Bank, which estimates that Africa's middle class—those earning between $4 and $20 a 
day—will increase to 1.1 billion people by 2060 and account for 42% of the continent's population. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204257504577152663499886758.html? 
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