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Quote of the Week: “What do the heads of multibillion-dollar companies and those working in development
have in common with millions of small farmers? They all know that agriculture can transform economies and
lives, allowing people to move out of poverty. The New Vision for Agriculture, to be unveiled this week in Davos,
recognizes the fundamental role of smallholders as business partners in feeding the world, protecting our planet
and creating prosperity. Ensuring global food security will require the collective will to create an enabling
environment for smallholders, while addressing the weaknesses in global food and agricultural markets. Only
then will we be able to create a business-oriented agriculture sector in developing countries and, in so doing, sow
the seeds for a more nutritionally secure world. I am looking forward to the discussions in Davos and hope that
this year’s meeting will spur leaders not just to listen and debate, but to take action.” — Kanayo F. Nwanze,
President, International Fund for Agricultural Development, World Economic Forum, Davos, January 26, 2011

For more information:

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the I nitiative’s
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here.

- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here.
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

Realizing a New Vision for Agriculture: A Roadmap for Stakeholders, World Economic Forum, 2010

The world economic forum is excited to present this roadmap to realizing a New Vision for Agriculture. This
strategy urges increased investment in agriculture to boost food security and spur economic growth. It
spotlights innovative models for collaboration that can spark the necessary step-change we need in
agriculture. It highlights the vital contributions the private sector can make to implementing sustainable
agriculture systems globally.

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/IP/AM11/CO/WEF AgricultureNewVision Roadmap 2011.pdf
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SEE ALSO: Ending World Hunger is Possible - Davos is Part of the Process, Perry Yeatman, SVP,
Kraft Foods, Inc., Huffington Post, January 21

As 1 am in business, | go with a business agenda... a broad agenda that can only be addressed through
the collective action of companies, countries and civil society. Davos is one of few events that puts
leaders from all three sectors together in thought-provoking and meaningful discussions that can
lead to real action on the ground. This year, I'll be there to listen, to share what we've learned as
Kraft Foods and to urge action to tackle three of the greatest challenges facing the world today: food
security, environmental degradation and economic development. What will we be asking leaders to
do? Simply put... invest more in agriculture.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/perry-yeatman/ending-world-hunger-is-

po b 812273.html?ir=Food

Seeds of a Fresh Food Crisis, Financial Times, January 27

The current spike in food prices has followed the chain of events of the crisis of 2007-08 in almost every
aspect, a worrisome prospect. Firstthe crop failures; second the export restrictions; and third the initial food
riots followed by governments taking emergency measures to control rising food costs, including price caps
and cuts to import tariffs. And now the fourth element of the 2007-08 food crisis is emerging: panic buying.
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/7116b68c-29ed-11e0-997c-

00144feab49a.html?ftcamp=rss&ftcamp=crm/email /2011127 /nbe/USMorningHeadlines/product#axzz1CL
YABHML

The Politics of Food: Hungry for Votes, Economist, January 27

Like national defence, securing food supplies usually counts as a core task of government. Hence, as prices
surge, food security is rising to the top of the political agenda. Or so it sounds.
http://www.economist.com/node/18008010/print

More effective foreign assistance can pay real dividends, By Mark Green, Jim Kolbe, and Rob Mobacher, The

Daily Caller, January 28

As a new Congress gets into gear, both Republicans and Democrats haveasolemnduty t o do the peop!
work and to make sure their taxpayer dollars are being spent wisely. U.S. foreign assistance is already under

the microscope, as it should be, but we believe policymakers should focus on making it better instead of

slashing budgets. Foreign assistance accounts for less than 1% of our federal budget, and our investments in

it can pay real dividends for the cost.

The Foresight Report on Global Food and Farming Futures, Government Office for Science, UK, January

2011

The global food system will experience an unprecedented confluence of pressures over the next 40 years. Any

one of these pressures (‘drivers of change’) would pre:
they constitute a major threat that requires a strategic reappraisal of how the world is fed. Overall, the Project

has identified and analysed five key challenges for the future. Addressing these in a pragmatic way that

promotes resilience to shocks and future uncertainties will be vital if major stresses to the food system are to

be ant1c1pated and managed.

farmlng report.pdf
SEE ALSO: Urgent Action Needed to Avert Global Hunger, BBC, January 24

The Foresight Report on Food and Farming Futures says the current system is unsustainable and will
fail to end hunger unless radically redesigned. It is the first study across a range of disciplines
deemed to have put such fears on a firm analytical footing. The report is the culmination of a two-
year study, involving 400 experts from 35 countries.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-12249909

SEE ALSO: Era of Low Cost Food is Over, Financial Times, January 24

The era of cheap food is at an end, with the real prices of key crops set to rise 50-100 per cent during
the next 40 years, according to a UK government report.
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/59130262-27df-11e0-8abc-00144feab49a.html
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SEE ALSO: Political Reform of Food System Called for Amid Worsening Price Crisis, Globe and
Mail, January 25

http: //www.theglobeandmail.com /news/world /political-reform-of-food-system-called-for-amid-

worsening-price-crisis/article1882802/

Risk of Riots Rising as Governments Cut Food Subsidies, Bloomberg, January 24

Risks of global instability are rising as governments cut subsidies that help the poor cope with surging food

and fuel costs to ease budget crunches, the head of t hiq
recession has eroded government aid that helped people in poorer countries afford bread, cooking oils and

other staples. The trend raises the odds of unrest even though prices have improved in many nations from

2007-2009, Sheeran said. During that period, more than 60 food riots occurred worldwide, according to the

U.S. State Department.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-01-25 /risk-of-riots-rising-as-governments-cut-food-subsidies-un-

s-sheeran-says.html

We Do Big Things, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council on

Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, January 28

That is the essence of the presidential initiative known as Feed the Future — helping the smallholder farmers

of the developing world, particularly those in Africa, feed themselves, rather than us feeding them. Itis an

effort to reverse the decades of neglect of agriculture development in the poorest countries of the world. Itis

arecognition that those farmers have a vital role in adding to the global food supply, in helping to feed not

only themselves, but to feed all of us. That the President mentioned this, even if it is only five words —helping

farmers grow more food—-put s Feed the Future at the center of the a
devel opment efforts, a pripower depl oyment of America’s s
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/01 /roger-thurow-outrage-and-

inspire-we-do-big-things.html

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

USAID Administrator Highlights Private Sector Partnerships to Reduce Hunger and Poverty at the
World Economic Forum, USAID, January 28

At the annual World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland USAID Administrator Dr. Rajiv Shah
gathered with the CEOs of Unilever and Monsanto to support the launch of WEF's global framework titled
"Realizing a New Vision for Agriculture." The show of support emphasizes USAID's leadership in creating
synergies between the public and private sectors to meet the global food security challenge. Championed by
17 global companies and supported by key public and civil-society leaders, the New Vision framework
outlines priorities and examples to illustrate the role businesses can play in meeting global food and nutrition
needs through accelerated, sustainable agriculture-led growth. Through the U.S. Government's Feed the
Future initiative, the New Vision for Agriculture will aim to leverage private-sector investment to scale up
agricultural growth in food-insecure countries.
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2011/pr110128.html

Senate Leaders Finalize Committee Assignments, Agri-Pulse, January 26

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) also announced the Democratic committee assignments
Thursday, and, as expected, Sen. Debbie Stabenow (Mich.) was set as the new chair of the Agriculture
Committee. Stabenow, who succeeds defeated Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.), is up for reelection next year.
http://www.agri-pulse.com/Senate Names Committee Members 20110127 BE.as

Berman Stands Up for Foreign Aid Funding, The Cable, Foreign Policy, January 25

House Foreign Affairs Committee ranking member Howard Berman (D-CA) is supporting calls from the
Obama administration to keep State and foreign aid funding out of the hands of GOP budget slashers in
Congress. Berman's latest remarks come on the heels of a Jan. 20 call for drastic defunding of the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID) by the 165-member Republican Study Group. "I rise in opposition to
the rule, which provides for consideration of a resolution to reduce what is being called "non-security"
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spending to 2008 levels," Berman said in remarks today, which were submitted into the Congressional record
and which he excerpted on the House floor.
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/01/24 /berman stands up for foreign aid fundin

State of the Union 2011, President Barack Obama, White House, January 25

This is just a part of how we are shaping a world that favors peace and prosperity. With our European allies,
we revitalized NATO, and increased our cooperation on everything from counter-terrorism to missile
defense. We have reset our relationship with Russia, strengthened Asian alliances, and built new
partnerships with nations like India. This March, I will travel to Brazil, Chile, and El Salvador to forge new
alliances for progress in the Americas. Around the globe, we are standing with those who take responsibility
—helping farmers grow more food; supporting doctors who care for the sick; and combating the corruption
that can rot a society and rob people of opportunity.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/state-of-the-union-2011

Video Message for Invest in the Future Conference, Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, U.S. Secretary of
State, U.S. Department of State, January 25

It is my pleasure to send best wishes on behalf of the United States Government to everyone participating in
the Invest for the Future Conference. By bringing together women entrepreneurs from across the region, we
hope to help generate a long-term cycle of progress for you, your families, your communities, your countries,
and even the world. The research is so clear: Investing in women is one of the best ways to spur economic
growth, to accelerate development, and to reduce poverty, which in turn strengthens national security. We
hope this conference will give you a chance to make contacts, form partnerships and friendships, and make
plans together to increase economic opportunities for women, including yourselves.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/01/155424.htm

UPCOMING EVENTS

Integrating Gender into Agriculture and Food Security Programs

Date: February 314, 2011

Location: Webinar

The focus of the meeting will be on gender integration into agriculture and food security programs and
implications for the Feed the Future Initiative. USAID's Bureau for Food Security and Bureau for Democracy,
Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance invite you to participate in the rollout of two assessments that have
examined USAID's past performance with respect to gender integration into agriculture and food security.
From these assessments, USAID has developed a series of briefs to help USAID field staff and implementers
better integrate gender into agriculture and food security programming.
http://www.partnership-africa.org/content/webinar-integrating-gender-agriculture-and-food-security-

programs

The Famous Purdue Fish Fry

Date: February 5t, 2011

Location: Indianapolis

Purdue Agriculture is pleased to host yet another nationally prominent speaker to keynote the Ag Fish Fry.
Dan Glickman has a long record of public service to agriculture stakeholders, including 18 years in the U.S.
House of Representatives during which time he served on the House Agriculture Committee. He was
appointed Secretary of Agriculture in 1995 and served until 2001. Mr. Glickman is now involved in global
agricultural concerns, serving as the Vice Chair of the World Food Programme, and he serves as the co-chair
of the Global Agricultural Development Initiative of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. His board
memberships include the Chicago Mercantile Exchange; the National 4-H Council; Food Research and Action
Center, a domestic anti-hunger organization; and the Center for U.S. Global Engagement.
http://www.ag.purdue.edu/agalumni/Pages/2011FishFry.aspx

The Politics of Hunger - David Beckmann, President, Bread for the World
Date: February 7t, 2011
Location: Chicago, IL
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The Chicago Council on Global Affairs welcomes David Beckmann, President, Bread for the World in
conversation with Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council
on Global Affairs. Deadly food riots in Mozambique this past fall have illustrated that the world is perilously
close to a new global food crisis. Natural disasters and reduced exports of staples, such as wheat, have pushed
prices of commodities from soybeans to sugar up significantly in the past six months. Food prices are forecast
to hit all time highs in 2011, generating concerns about global food supply and reserves. With the United
Nations reporting that over 925 million people suffer from hunger globally, the G-20 has taken steps to fight
food insecurity by pledging $22 billion toward agricultural development, but is this move enough to prevent a
new food crisis? Join us for a conversation with David Beckmann and Roger Thurow as they discuss the
present politics of hunger in the context of a looming global food crisis.
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/files/Event/FY11 Events/02 February 2011/The Politics of Hunger.asp
X

Feeding the Future: African Hunger, American Business and Global Stability
Date: February 7t, 2011
Location: Washington, D.C.

Rick Leach, President and CEO, World Food Program USA will giveanov er vi ew of “ Key Budget a

Issues Critical for Alleviating Global Hunger & Empowering the Poor.” Gayle Smith, Senior Director, National
Security Council will speak about “Advancing Economic Opportunity and National Security: How the U.S. is
leading global efforts to promote foodsec ur i ty and why this | eadership
Gl obal Stability.”

c7d8-a50c-4483- a000 9e9c7a537715&msm b0411472 724c-4301-89aa- 0707ce62532b&cst b73f3893-

d81b-4aef-976a-307b8d68el17a&ent=49e8447d-9780-4f5d-bff0-26d8a3c5755c

Global Agriculture in the 21st Century

Date: February 8th, 15t and 22nd, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.

The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International studies presents this professional skills course to provide
analysts and practitioners involved in agriculture and food issues or policies an overview of the mix of
considerations that will impact the agricultural sector in the future. It is specifically offered as an inter-
disciplinary class with a non-theoretical bias. For further details and to reserve a place, please contact

mleinz@jhu.edu

The Corporate Council on Africa Agribusiness Working Group Rollout Event

Date: February 9t, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.

The Agribusiness Working Group seeks to be a private sector voice to foster an enabling environment for
i nvest ment i n Af r iclams tlerough gettdr cwardiration of dovermraeht dewelopment
policies and private sector investment. Areas of focus will include: trade and investment; financing;
agricultural technology, natural resource management & value chain enhancement; technical assistance;
capac1ty building and stakeholder alignment.

Launch of the UK Global Food and Farming Futures Foresight Project Report

Date: February 9th, 2011

Location: London

The report will look out to 2050 and take a global view of the food system, considering issues of demand,
production and supply as well as broader environmental issues. Because oft he r epor t'’
the work will draw heavily on the skills and perspectives of leading experts and stakeholders from around the
world. As with all Foresight reports, the Foresight Global Food and Farming Futures report will seek to apply
leading scientific and other evidence and futures analysis to identify critical issues and their consequences,
and to identify and analyse possible policies and interventions for addressing those challenges.

Please RSVP to James Birch on birchj@parliament.uk<mailto:birchj@parliament.uk

s gl obal

pe
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Leveraging Agriculture for Improving Nutrition and Health

Date: February 10t —12th, 2011

Location: New Delhi, India

Agriculture impacts poor people’s nutrition and health
productivity. As a supplier of food, a source of income, and an engine of growth, agriculture has the potential

to significantly and sustainablyi mpr ove poor people’s nutrition and heal't
influence, and catalyze action to better use investments in agriculture to achieve nutrition security and good

health for the world’'s poor peopl e.

http://www.ifpri.org/2020-agriculture-nutrition-health

USDA's 2011 Agricultural Outlook Forum: Today’s Strategies & Tomorrow’s Opportunities

Date: February 24t — 25t 2011

Location: Arlington, VA

Secretary Tom Vilsack will deliver the Forum's keynote address followed by a distinguished speaker. Deputy
Secretary Kathleen Merrigan will deliver the Forum's welcome. Chief Economist Joseph Glauber will discuss
the Domestic and Foreign Agricultural Economic Outlooks. Plenary and session speakers will be announced in
the near future. Twenty-five breakout sessions will focus on a broad range of topical issues related to risk
management, foreign trade and domestic markets, rural communities, conservation and the environment,
renewable energy, broadband, nutrition and food safety, dietary guidelines, land tenure issues, and
sustainability. The Forum also will feature traditional commodity and supply and demand outlook sessions.
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum

Getting Down to Business: Building Partnerships to Expand African Agricultural Development

Date: March 1st-2nd, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

The Partnership to Cut Hunger and Poverty in Africa is pleased to announce the third annual US-Africa
Forum.
http://www.partnership-africa.org/content/getting-down-business-building-partnerships-expand-african-

agricultural-development

7 Billion to Feed: Can We Do It?

Date: March 314, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.

Women Thrive Worl dwide presents their Third Annual I nt

For more information, contact aenglish@womenthrive.org

CARE’s 2011 Conference & International Women'’s Day Celebration

Date: March 8th-10th, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.

The CARE Conference & International Women's Day Celebration will unite hundreds of CARE supporters —
individuals, partner organizations, major donors and corporate partners. Together, we'll come together as
part of the movement that is bringing hope to millions of poor women, families and communities around the
world. At CARE's conference, participants will learn why CARE places women and girls at the heart of our
efforts to fight poverty. When equipped with the proper resources, women rise to overcome the great
challenges they face. Every day women are leading the way for lasting change for all.
http://www.careconference.or

COMESA Investment Forum 2011

Date: March 23rd —24th 2011

Location: Dubai, United Arab Emirates

The conference will provide an interactive platform to find out first-hand about the opportunities in the
region, where investors and business leaders are putting their money, and how they are going about
generating high long-term returns. The agenda will focus on 5 key sectors: Trade, Finance, Logistics,
Agriculture/Agribusiness and Infrastructure.
http://www.partnership-africa.org/content/comesa-investment-forum-2011
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Agriculture 2.0
Date: April 11th—12th, 2011
Location: San Francisco

This event will be the 5th installment in the conference series and for the first time we are adding several
tracks to a multi-day format. This expansion will facilitate the creation of a commercial marketplace for the
industry—a first of its kind, one-stop shop not only for venture capitalists and early stage companies, but also
for senior decision makers in agribusiness and farmland funds, commodities experts, growth stage and
institutional investors, key industry insiders, and policy makers. They all come together at Agriculture 2.0
with one intent — to catalyze and capitalize on this rapidly evolving industry.
https://www.iirusa.com/agriculture20/register.xml?registration=&utm source=SilverpopMailing&utm med

ium=email&utm campaign=U2339%252520-%2525201%252520(1)&utm content=&step=start

19t Annual Food and Ag Policy Conference

Date: April 13th —14th, 2011

Location: Washington, D.C.
http://www.informaecon.com/WashMarkCalendar2011.pdf

CropLife America National Policy Conference: Lost in Translation? Deciphering the Discourse on
Modern Agriculture

Date: May 12t, 2011

Location: Washington, DC

The CropLife America National Policy Conference will bring together leading experts in the fields of
agriculture, food safety and security, agricultural technology and policy to offer highly diverse perspectives
and engage in frank discussions on all issues facing modern agriculture. Our Master of Ceremonies will again
be Marc Gunther, contributing editor at FORTUNE magazine and a senior writer at Greenbiz.com who has
appeared on NBC, ABC, CNN and NPR.

http://www.croplifeamerica.org/nationalpolicyconference

Second World Conference of Humanitarian Studies

Date: June 2rd—June 5t, 2011

Location: Tufts University, Medford, MA

Humanitarian crises and the responses they trigger are evolving rapidly. This conference looks at the
opportunities and threats for addressing these crises, as well as at the strengths and weaknesses of the actual
responses. The conference provides a unique forum for both scholars and practitioners to present research
and debate these issues. In particular, the conference focuses on four broad themes: emerging from
protracted crises; new directions in policy; innovations in humanitarian practice; and advances in public
health and food security in crises.

http://www.humanitarianstudies2011.or

Chicago Council Job Announcement: Project Manager/Lead Researcher, Agriculture & Health

The Chicago Council is accepting applications for a Project Manager/Lead Researcher position to support a
new initiative exploring the linkages between shifting agricultural and food production trends, food
availability, and the rise in non-communicable diseases. For a full position description and how to apply,
please visit: http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/chicago council career details.php?career id=41

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Reports:

Estimating the Role of Spatial Varietal Diversity on Crop Productivity within an Abatement
Framework, IFPRI, January 2011

Increasingly, research has indicated that in more risky production environments, genetic variation within
species and within population increases the ability to respond to the increasing challenges of environmental
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stress. This paper analyses the role of banana variety diversity in reducing yield losses associated with
biophysical production constraints in Uganda.
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/estimating-role-spatial-varietal-diversity-crop-productivity-within-

abatement-framework

Media Articles:

How Land Grabs in Africa Could Herald New Dystopian Age of Hunger, Guardian, January 28

Africa is up for sale by the acre to the highest bidder. But how can rice exports from Ethiopia to Saudi Arabia
be justified? Land grabs have grabbed global attention. It's not hard to see why the subject generates so much
attention. It's partly the secrecy element, partly the fear: who is buying up the future? Large-scale land
acquisition prompts all too vividly visions of a dystopian future in which millions of the hungry are excluded
from the land of their forefathers by barbed wire fences and security guards as food is exported to feed the
rich world.

securlty

Food, Land and Freedoms, Guardian, January 28

Rising food prices and land-grabbing have been the key topics of debate on the Global development site over
the last fortnight. In our latest podcast, panellists discuss how the impact of climate change and the
increasing demand for biofuels, which have helped push up food prices, have resulted in rich countries buying
up land in developing states to ensure they can feed themselves. The panel debates what needs to be done to
ensure local farmers benefit from such foreign 1nvestment

G-20 Should Focus on Food Security, Bloomberyg, January 27
Group of 20 nations should focus on food and energy security to avoid conflict as rising populations increase

competition for natur al resources, Il ndonesia’ s Presidel
population is on pace to reach 9 billion people by 2045, with more than halflocated in Asia, he said in a

speech at the World Economic Forum in Davostoday . “ |1 magi ne t he pressure on food
resources,” Yudhoyono, who heads Asia’s third most pop

next economic war or conflict can be overgetthheerra’ce for

yudhoyono says html

Smallholders Play Fundamental Role as Business Partners in Feeding the World, Kanayo F. Nwanze,

President, IFAD, January 26

Ensuring global food security will require the collective will to create an enabling environment for

smallholders, while addressing the weaknesses in global food and agricultural markets. Only then will we be

able to create a business-oriented agriculture sector in developing countries and, in so doing, sow the seeds

for a more nutritionally secure world. I am looking forward to the discussions in Davos and hope that this

year’' s meeting wil!/| spur | eaders not just to |isten an:t

http://www.forumblog.org/blog/2011/01/smallholders-play-fundamental-role-as-business-partners-in-

feeding-the-world-kanayo-f-nwanze-.html

How Safe are Gulf Region’s Food Supplies, The National, January 25

Access to affordable food has been seriously affected in recent months by a run of bad weather and poor
harvests in major food producers around the world, and food prices are still rising. The scarcity of water and
reliance on imported foods make the region particularly vulnerable to food supply shocks. The Mena region
imports more than half its food - the most in the world, according to the World Bank. In the Gulf, with its
limited domestic agriculture and rapidly increasing population, that figure rises to at least 60 per cent. In the
UAE, estimates for lmported food are as high as 85 per cent.
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UN Food Rapporteur Calls to Boost Small Farms, BBC, January 24

The UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter, has said a boost to small-scale farming
could help to end hunger. "In fact, small-scale farming can be extremely productive per hectare; it is very
efficient in its use of natural resources," Mr De Schutterer told the BBC World Service. The Special
Rapporteur spoke on the day a UK government-commissioned study into food security warned that urgent
action is needed to increase food supply to meet growing demand. Small-scale farming "is certainly the type
of farming that can best address the challenge of climate change", he said.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-12267561

Looking to Africa for Ideas About How to Fight Hunger, Voice of America, January 24

Sub-Saharan Africa has the world's highest hunger rate. The United Nations says thirty percent of the people
were undernourished last year. But a new report says African farmers also have ideas that could help the
world fight hunger and poverty

Flght Hunger 114508104 html

Why Africa Needs an Agricultural Revolution, Guardian, January 24

There is ample evidence to show that yields can be dramatically increased in Africa when farmers have access
to improved technologies and markets. Africa's small farmers have also proved themselves no less
entrepreneurial or efficient than their Asian cousins when given the opportunity. But exploiting this potential
on a large scale would require a quantum increase in public investment in agricultural research and rural
infrastructure, and that African governments provide more supportive policies for agriculture, including
partnering with private firms to strengthen input-supply systems and food grain markets. As in Asia, Africa's
green revolution will need to begin in "bread basket" areas that have the better agricultural potential and
market access. An African green revolution would generate many productive jobs in agriculture and provide
a leg up out of poverty for many.

frlca growth

Genetically Modified Crops are Key to Human Survival, Says UK’s Chief Scientist, Guardian, January 23
Moves to block cultivation of genetically modified crops in the developing world can no longer be tolerated on
ethical or moral grounds, the government's chief scientist, Sir John Beddington, has warned. He said the world
faced "a perfect storm" of issues that could lead to widespread food shortages and public unrest over the next
few decades. His warning comes in the wake of food riots in north Africa and rising global concern about
mounting food prices.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/jan/23 /gm-foods-world-population-crisis

SEE ALSO: Frankenfoods vs. Thomas Malthus: If it's Genetically Modified Foods or Global
Famine, I Know Which I'd Choose, Telegraph, January 24

As Prof Beddington points out, it’s going to
be hardest hit if the predictions of overpopulation-caused famine bear out. GM represents an
i mportant tool in preventing that happening.

organic all-natural produce, but other parts of the world do not have that luxury.
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tomchiversscience/100073268/frankenfoods-vs-thomas-

malthus-if-its-genetically-modified-food-or-global-famine-i-know-which-id-choose

SEE ALSO: Prices Could Double Wlthout GM Foods, Sc1entlsts Warn, Telegraph, ]anuary 24

sc1entlsts -warn.html

Transformed Agriculture-Led Growth for India, Economic Times, January 23

India has a unique and compelling opportunity! Given the spirit of our entrepreneurial farmers, the scientific
talent in our agriculture industry and universities, and the second-largest farming acres globally, if we can
increase crop yields sustainably, we can achieve food security domestically and be a positive contributor to
helpingme et t he worl d’s agricul tural needs.
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com /features/sunday-et/economy/transformed-agriculture-led-growth-

for-india/articleshow/7345095.cims
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2.4 Billion Extra People, No More Land: How Will We Feed the World in 2050?, Independent, January 22
Food production will have to increase by between 70 and 100 per cent, while the area of land given over to
agriculture will remain static, or even decrease as a result of land degradation and climate change. Meanwhile
the global population is expected to rise from 6.8 billion at present to about 9.2 billion by mid-century. The
Government-appointed advisers are expected to warn that "business as usual” in terms of food production is
not an option if mass famine is to be avoided, and to refer to the need for a second "green revolution”,
following the one that helped to feed the extra 3 billion people who have been added to the global population
over the past 50 years.
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/24-billion-extra-people-no-more-land-how-will-we-feed-the-
world-in-2050-2191260.html

Simple Bags Save the Harvest, Voice of America, January 21

Farmers around the world are discovering how airtight plastic bags can preserve their harvests and help
them earn higher incomes. The simple, low-cost item can help protect crops in storage from pests, bacteria
and fungi, all without the use of harmful chemicals. As much as half of the food produced by developing-
world farmers each year is ruined after harvest by pests, contamination or improper handling, according to
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization.
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/environment/-Simple-Bags-Save-the-Harvest-114367934.html

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE

Reports:

Foreign Assistance Briefing Book, InterAction, January 2011

The book outlinestheUS-based i nternational nonprofit community’s v
expected to be at the forefront of the 112th Congress and the remaining two years of the Obama

admi ni str at i Bixteenkeyhreas atid sectiore areffeatured, including climate change, food

security and agriculture, health, urban poverty and U.S. government funding trends, with specific problems

highlighted and suggested recommendations. All of the factual information is drawn from InterAction

member organizations’' with decades of experience worki:
http://www.interaction.org/fabb

Media Articles:

Davos 2011: African Analysis from Managing Director of World Bank, BBC, January 27

The BBC's Tanya Beckett has spoken to Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, the managing director of the World Bank. One
of the issues they spoke about was food security and the spiraling cost of basic commodities; and how some
economists argue that food inflation poses a major threat to global social stability and holds back the
development of many emerging economies. Iweala argued that for Africa to have investment and be a more
productive continent it has to raise its profile.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-12298804

ECOWAS Commits to U.S. $900 Million to Agricultural Development, AllAfrica, January 25

Commissioner of Agriculture, Environment and Water Resources, ECOWAS Commission, Mr. Qusseini Salifou,
has said that the Commission plans to commit $900 million for agricultural fund in West Africa. "As part of
ensuring that we have more than enough in terms of agricultural products in the Africa sub-region, ECOWAS
will launch a $900 million fund for quality investment programme for agriculture. This will not only assist us
in getting to the point of having more than enough, but we will be the focal point at which other regions will
look up to in terms of agriculture. This is our main reason for earmarking $30 million for this year's
agricultural investment programme to ensure that the sub-region exceeds the targeted point,” he said.
http://allafrica.com/stories/201101250711.html
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ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Reports:

Prospering Despite Climate Change, IFAD, January 2011

This paper explores the prospects for smallholders prospering despite climate change. It examines the major
threats by region, and different forms that adaptation might take before investigating new market
opportunities emerging from climate change policy and markets. It assesses the best mix of measures to help
smallholders adapt before concluding with a call for combining a range of supports alongside market options.
It counsels against assuming that the market can substitute for questions of

deep social change and transformation.

http://www.ifad.org/events/agriculture/doc/papers/toulmin.pdf

Media Articles:

Drought and Food Price Increases Spark Fears of Violence, AllAfrica, January 25

The ongoing drought in different parts of Africa may threaten food security, fuelling spread of riots over food
price increases, economists have warned. Residents of Algeria and Tunisia last month protested over food
costs, sparking fears among governments which had experienced unrest in 2008's hunger crisis.
http://allafrica.com/stories /201101250139.html

Crop Warning over China Drought, BBC, January 24

A prolonged dry spell in parts of northern, central and eastern China is threatening both crops and water
supplies, Chinese state media says. Shandong province is experiencing its driest weather for 60 years. Half
the wheat-growing land there is affected, while almost a quarter of a million people face drinking water
shortages, the China Daily said.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12266435

Does Helping the Planet Hurt the Poor?, Wall Street Journal, January 22

Peter Singer poses an interesting and important question: Can we afford to both reduce poverty and clean up
the environment? Mr. Singer also evades the awkward point that an excessively green approach can actually
make the environment more imperiled.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703779704576074360837994874.html?mod=googlenew

S Wsj

WOMEN & GIRLS

Reports:

The Gender Implications of Large-Scale Land Deals, IFPRI, January 2011

This paper strives to introduce a discussion of the gender dimensions into the growing debate on large-scale
land deals. It addresses the current information gap on the differential gender effects of large-scale land deals
through (1) an overview of the phases of large-scale land deals and discussion of related effects on rural men
and women based on new literature on large-scale land deals and past literature on the gender effects of
commercialization and contract farming; (2) a presentation of further evidence using several recent case
studies on the gender effects of large-scale deals; (3) an identification of knowledge gaps and areas where
further research is needed; and (4) a recap of promising initiatives, followed by recommendations and
conclusions.

http://www.ifpri.org/publication/gender-implications-large-scale-land-deals
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Media Articles:

Behind the Scenes at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Ideas Fest, Washington Post, January 28

The Goldman Sachs "10,000 Women" luncheon drew an interesting crowd as we discussed how to gain more
traction on women's business empowerment in the developing world. From PSI's perspective, empowering
women starts by responding to their unmet needs for modern family planning. It's still unconscionable that
the most dangerous thing a woman can do in many parts of Africa is to become pregnant.
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/davos-diary/2011/01 /thursday recap.html

Women Driving Economic Growth, Melanne Verveer, Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women'’s Issues, U.S.

Department of State, January 24

Access to finance repeatedly comes up as the major challenge to women for business growth. This significant

gendergaptof i nance is painfully acute as it affects what we
enterprise sector, which is mostly women-r un and has the best growth and jobs
economic participation is critical to emerging markets and many of you represent those emerging markets.

Women’s work also provides a multiplier effect because
in their families and communities on health, education, and other investments for the betterment of society.
http://www.state.gov/s/gwi/rls/rem/2011/155401.htm

Remarks by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations, at the

First Meeting of the Executive Board of UN Women, United States Mission to the United Nations, January 24

The United States supports your objectives of mainstreaming gender concerns throughout the UN system,

i mproving accountability, and st r en gHalnetionalamglregionggor t i ng
levels. We share your abiding commitment to ending rape, sexual abuse, and violence against women and

promoting women’'s economic empower ment. We are al so de:
political rights, and as such, we will look to UN Women for leadership in combating discrimination that

hinders women and girl s’ access to esdheeypebofi on, heal t h c.
discrimination that robs women and their communities of full participation in public life and public service.
http://usun.state.gov/briefing/statements/2011/155165.htm

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES

Reports:

Guide for Policy and Programmatic Actions at Country Level to Address High Food Prices, FAO, 2011

This guide addresses the conditions under which policies and programmes are best adapted. It also cautions

against measures that might appear useful in the short term but which could have harmful longer-term

effects or become difficult to remove, thus turning into a constraint once the situation becomes more

“normal ”. This guide is designed for those involved in
high food prices.

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user upload/ISFP/revisedISFP guide web.pdf

Media Articles:

Food Price Volatility Dominates Farm Ministers’ Summit, International Centre for Sustainable

Development, January 26

Hi gh and volatile food prices dominated discussions at
Berlin this weekend. However, while participants reached broad agreement on the problem, they disagreed

over its causes and preferred solutions, with the role played by financial market speculation proving

particularly controversial.

http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly /99595/
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Governments Stockpile Food Staples, Financial Times, January 27

Governments across the developing world are stockpiling food staples in an attempt to contain panic buying,
inflation and social unrest. But the hoarding is driving agricultural commodity prices even higher. The cost of
wheat, t he importahtstdple remloed afresh two-and-a-half-year high on Thursday, after
countries from Algeria to Saudi Arabia announced extraordinary purchases.
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/cf0a73bc-2a44-11e0-b906-00144feab49a.html#axzz1 CLYABHML

Wheats Poised for Longest Winning Streak since 2007 on Imports, Bloomberg, January 27

Wheat futures advanced for an eighth day, the longest winning streak in more than three years, on concern
that record food prices may fan social unrest and fuel inflation, prompting governments to boost grain
imports.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-01-27 /wheat-advances-poised-for-longest-winning-streak-since-

2007-on-imports.html

UN Warns Against Food Export Restrictions, Reuters, January 26

The United Nations' food agency on Wednesday warned food producing countries against introducing export
curbs to protect local markets as world food prices rose close to the levels that triggered food riots in
2007/2008. New price shocks have raised serious concerns about implications for food markets in
vulnerable countries, the UN's Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) said in its new guide on how to deal
with high food prices in developing countries.

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSLDE70P0QT20110126

OECD Backs French Push for Commodity Transparency, Reuters, January 25

The Organisation for Economic Development and Cooperation (OECD) on Tuesday welcomed France's move
to put commodity price volatility and food security at the top of its G20 presidency agenda, echoing the need
for more transparency. "Agriculture markets have always been volatile, but if governments act together then
extreme price swings can be mitigated and vulnerable consumers and producers better protected," OECD
Secretary-General Angel Gurria said in a statement.
http://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKTRE7004F020110125

Emerging Nations Tackle Food Costs, Wall Street Journal, January 25
Fast-growing emerging nations are taking increasingly aggressive actions to beat back rising food prices as
they grow more worried of threats to stability if prices don't start to retreat. Developing-market
governments have unveiled a laundry list of measures—including price caps, export bans and rules to
counter commodity speculation—to keep food costs from disrupting their economies as price spikes that
some had hoped were temporary have stretched into the new year. Some economists worry that any further
supply shocks could push prices even higher, triggering a food-price crisis like the one the world witnessed in
2008, when higher food costs led to violent unrest across the developing world.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704678004576089820057254318.html?mod=WS] World
LEFTSecondNews

Speculation, Price Swings Threaten Security of Food Supply, Minister Says, Bloomberg, January 23
Speculation and price swings in agricultural markets may threaten food security, 48 farm ministers meeting
in Berlin said a month after a United Nations gauge of global costs reached a record. There is a risk of more
food riots unless the surge in prices is contained, including through trading regulations, French Agriculture
Minister Bruno Le Maire told reporters during the meeting Jan. 22. France chairs the Group of 20 this year, a
group created in 1999 to stabilize global financial markets

No Return to the Gold Standard, Newsweek, January 23

The biggest challenge facing most developing countries is the risk of a big boost in food prices. Food accounts
for a large and increasingly volatile share of family budgets for poor and urban families. When prices of staple
foods soar, poor countries and poor people bear the brunt. France's President Sarkozy, Chair of the G-8 and G-
20 this year, has rightly identified this issue as a priority. First, we need to increase food productivity and
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production in developing countries, especially in sub-Saharan Africa and with small-holder farmers. The
second problem is the volatility of food prices, often because of events outside poor countries' control.
http://www.newsweek.com/2011/01/23 /no-return-to-the-gold-standard.html

Food Speculation: ‘People Die from Hunger while Banks Make a Killing on Food’, Guardian, January 23
The same banks, hedge funds and financiers whose speculation on the global money markets caused the sub-
prime mortgage crisis are thought to be causing food prices to yo-yo and inflate. The charge against them is
that by taking advantage of the deregulation of global commodity markets they are making billions from
speculating on food and causing misery around the world.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/jan/23/food-speculation-banks-hunger-pover

Grain Week Ahead - Food Security to Bolster Wheat Prices, Reuters, January 23

The need for food security, especially in countries facing rising prices for essentials, will keep a fire burning
under the wheat market this week. Tightening supplies of quality wheat at a time when global food prices hit
a record high last month has sparked a scramble for wheat -- the world's largest crop ahead of rice.
http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFN2329596120110123

Lamy on the Rise in Food Prices: “Trade is Part of the Answer, not Part of the Problem”, World Trade
Organization, January 22

Director-General Pascal Lamy, in his opening addresstoth e Ber | i n Agricul ture Mi
January 2011, said that “trade plays or can pl ay
food insecurity. Trade is part of the solution,

http://www.wto.org/english /news e/sppl e/sppl183 e.htm

AGRIBUSINESS
Media Articles:

Firms Seek to Up Food Output to Counter More Unrest, Reuters, January 28

Some of the world's top firms agreed on Friday to invest in agriculture projects in Tanzania and Vietnam,
warning of more unrest in the developing world if food production does not keep pace with population
growth.

http://af.reuters.com/article/egyptNews/idAFLDE70R1U920110128

Land O’Lakes Launches USDA-Funded Tanzania Dairy Development Program, Land o’ Lakes
International Development, January 28

Land O Lakes International Devel op me n-year ISDA-fundad s t
dairy development program in Tanzania that is expected to directly improve incomes and strengthen food
security for nearly 18,000 farmers and agricultural input and service providers. The program will also
indirectly benefit an additional 87,000 family members, and raise awareness about the nutritional value of
milk among consumers.

http://www.prweb.com/releases/2011/1/prweb8098744.htm

Sir Terry Leahy Says Consumers Must Drive Green Revolution, Telegraph, January 27

Big business and consumers are key to delivering low carbon growth - according to Sir Terry Leahy, outgoing
chief executive of Tesco. The role of government is to create the regulatory environment that will allow
private companies to lead the way and ensure that growth is not unnecessarily hindered by red tape, he
argued.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/financetopics/davos /8286587 /Davos-WEF-2011-Sir-Terry-Leahy-
says-consumers-must-drive-green-revolution.html

Potash Corp Investors Eye Stronger 2011, Reuters, January 26
Potash Corp (POT.TO), the target of a failed, $39 billion hostile takeover bid last year, is expected to post a big
jump in profits on Thursday, driven by surging demand and higher prices for its fertilizer products.
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http://www.newsweek.com/2011/01/23/no-return-to-the-gold-standard.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/jan/23/food-speculation-banks-hunger-poverty
http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFN2329596120110123
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/sppl_e/sppl183_e.htm
http://af.reuters.com/article/egyptNews/idAFLDE70R1U920110128
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2011/1/prweb8098744.htm
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/financetopics/davos/8286587/Davos-WEF-2011-Sir-Terry-Leahy-says-consumers-must-drive-green-revolution.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/financetopics/davos/8286587/Davos-WEF-2011-Sir-Terry-Leahy-says-consumers-must-drive-green-revolution.html

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE70P49020110126

Mosaic Execs May Sell Some Stake Ahead of Cargill Spin-Off, Reuters, January 25

Mosaic Co's (MOS.N) top executives may sell part of their stake in the world's second-largest fertilizer
producer since they would not be able to sell after the planned spin-off from Cargill Inc. Last week,
agribusiness giant Cargill said it plans to spin off its $24 billion majority stake in Mosaic, a move that could
eventually lead to a takeover of Mosaic.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/01/25/mosaic-idUSSGE7000DW20110125

Cargill Suspends Ivorian Cocoa Purchases, Reuters, January 24

U.S.-based agribusiness giant Cargill has told its Ivory Coast unit to suspend purchases of Ivorian cocoa, a
senior company official in Abidjan said on Monday. "We have stopped purchases this morning for an
indefinite period," he told Reuters. "It was a decision of the management."

http://af.reuters.com/article /ivoryCoastNews/idAFLDE70N1F020110124
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