
 
 

 
 

December 3rd – December 9th, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: – “Until now, agriculture has been sidelined from the climate change discussion. Africa has 
enormous potential if the right agricultural policies are adopted and funded. Climate-resilient agriculture will 
help Africa adapt to the effects of climate change; and climate-smart agriculture will enable the continent to 
contribute towards mitigation efforts. Africa holds around 60 percent of the world’s uncultivated arable land 
and could grow enough food, not only to meet its own needs, but to export surpluses.” – Kofi Annan, Climate-
Smart Agriculture, Durban, South Africa, December 2011 
 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
Giving Praise Where It’s Due, Opinion, Dan Glickman, Daily Caller, December 9 
President Bush is a leader I disagree with on any number of important issues, but I have enormous respect for 
his deep and principled commitment to fighting HIV/AIDS around the world and his abiding belief that caring 
for those in need is a fundamental American value. What’s more, President Bush put his beliefs into action. 

http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
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The American people have called on politicians of both parties to find common-sense areas of agreement, and 
I think it’s time Washington delivers. 
http://dailycaller.com/2011/12/08/giving-praise-where-its-due/ 
 
FAO Food Price Index, FAO News, December 12 
The FAO Food Price Index averaged 215 points in November 2011, marginally (1 point) down from October 
and 10 percent (23 points) below its February 2011 peak. International grain prices in November averaged 
around their levels of October, while prices of rice followed diverging directions depending on their origins.  
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/gfpm/GFPM_12_2011.pdf  

SEE ALSO: World Food Prices Fall for a Fifth Month, May Be ‘Bottoming Out,’ UN Says, 
Bloomberg, December 8 
Food prices remain elevated after falling from February’s level, with the index at the highest value 
compared with year- earlier periods for each of the past eight months, raising the cost of living across 
the world. Chinese consumer prices probably increased 4.5 percent in November from a year earlier.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-08/world-food-prices-fall-for-a-fifth-month-may-be-
bottoming-out-un-says.html 

 
The Wisdom of George McGovern, Opinion, Mark Bittman, New York Times, December 6 
McGovern, blessed with both foresight and hindsight, got it in 1945, and he gets it today. He intends to live 
another 10 years so that he and Bob Dole can provide 100 million children with free lunch daily, via the 
McGovern-Dole Food for Education and Nutrition Act. The 10-year-old program currently reaches 23 million 
children a day in the world’s poorest regions; he sees its main benefit as encouraging parents to send their 
children, especially girls, to school. “You can cut the birthrate in half on the strength of a school lunch 
program that pulls girls into schools,” he says. 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/the-wisdom-of-george-mcgovern/ 
 
Feeding the Future, Editorial, Washington Post, December 4 
Carter Roberts, the World Wildlife Fund’s president, argues that the leading environmental challenge of this 
century won’t be global warming. It will be feeding people. The smart response is to improve how humans 
produce food by applying ever-more-efficient agricultural techniques more widely. What you won’t hear the 
WWF and other environmental groups cheering for, though, is another important tool for efficiency: genetic 
modification, which enhances the ancient practice of artificial genetic selection and could make crops more 
productive and more resistant to drought and bad weather. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/feeding-the-future/2011/12/02/gIQAZTpkTO_story.html  
 
Banking on Seed Technology, Peter Guest, Wall Street Journal, December 6 
Farmers face new and extreme climatic conditions, and must adapt their practices and crops to allow for 
sudden, temporary shifts in weather patterns. This needs a focus on the crops themselves, experts say, and 
action in the near term to make sure that, whether mitigation efforts curtail the worst effects of 
anthropogenic climate change or not, there are plant varieties capable of withstanding the shifting weather. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204485304576643054054771440.html 
 
Calling on the Food and Beverage Industry to Help Reduce Poverty, Jordan Dey, Huffington Post, 
December 7 
While governments and non-profits have a critical role to play in reducing poverty and hunger around the 
world, it is becoming clear that the global food and beverage companies may have an even stronger hand to 
play. When small farmers have a predictable market, they can plan for their future and increase their own 
income and ability to eat. If a poor farmer has the tools to store their grain beyond the harvest season, they 
can take advantage of higher prices and increase their income by 20-30%. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jordan-dey/calling-on-the-food-and-b_b_1132042.html 
 
Interview with José Graziano da Silva: "Investing in the Fight against Hunger Brings Extraordinary 
Returns”, IPS, December 8 
Three elements must be combined. First, a political commitment to eradicating hunger is needed in the 
poorest countries. The second question then is to mobilize national resources and involve not only the FAO, 
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but also the WFP and the IFAD. And third: We have to go beyond the MDGs. Because it is very hard to mobilize 
people politically behind a target like "cutting the proportion in half."  Absolute goals are needed. 
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=106145 
 
Remarks by Kofi Annan: The Importance of Investment in Climate Smart Agriculture in Africa, Climate-
Smart Agriculture, Kofi Annan Foundation, December 2011 
Our ambition must be to build solid foundations for a legal form of a comprehensive, ambitious and fair 
approach to combat climate change. It must be an approach that is based on common but differentiated 
responsibilities, and the respective capabilities of countries. 
http://kofiannanfoundation.org/newsroom/speeches/2011/12/%E2%80%9C-importance-investment-
climate-smart-agriculture-africa%E2%80%9D 
 
Learning By Doing, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council 
on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, December 9 
Learning by doing is the philosophy of the Pan-American agricultural school known as Zamorano in 
Honduras.  Students come to class every day dressed in their uniform of blue jeans and blue shirt.  They come 
to work, not just to study; more often than not, their classrooms are the fields and the food production plants 
on campus.  They plant seeds and pull weeds and milk cows and nurture fish and make ice cream and 
inseminate queen bees. 
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/12/roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-learning-by-doing.html 
 
The Delicate Dance of the Hungry Season, Marième Daff, Guest Commentary, Global Food for Thought Blog, 
December 7 
Every time I travel to Mali in the fall, I am amazed at how lush everything looks. The contrast between the dry 
and rainy season is quite dramatic. Between November and May—the long “dry season”—the soil is arid, 
barren and almost uniformly brown. The rains usually arrive in June and last until the end of September, 
marking the beginning of the harvest. 
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/12/guest-commentary-the-
delicate-dance-of-the-hungry-season.html 
 
Preventing Famine, Opinion, Josette Sheeran, International Monetary Fund, December 2011 
Working together to address vulnerability over the longer term will ensure that children like Sadak do not 
pay the price for global, regional, and national disorder. The world has the knowledge and the tools not only 
to prevent famines but to end malnutrition and hunger now. It's not only about compassion, but about 
creating jobs up the entire supply chain and managing risk while saving lives. 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2011/12/sheeran.htm  
 
Africa’s Food Security: Why Durban Climate Change Conference is Important, Amb. Robin Renee Sanders, 
Huffington Post, December 6  
Most experts recognize that both food security and climate change are affecting the continent more than any 
other region of the world. The food security-climate change linkage for Africa hopefully will be heavily on the 
table in Durban as these symbiotic impact indicators need to be addressed together. We need to be more 
Food Security-Climate Change Smart through innovation, Africa-focused research and development.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/amb-robin-renee-sanders/africas-food-security-why_b_1132696.html 
 
Challenges at the Cutting Edge of Fighting Global Poverty, Opinion, Jeffrey Sachs, Huffington Post, 
December 4  
The Millennium Village Project was launched in 2005-6 in order to accelerate progress towards the MDGs in 
the poorest regions of rural Africa. The core idea of the project is that poor rural communities can take on 
several initiatives simultaneously in a strategy that is sometimes called "integrated development." Five areas 
of community life are prioritized: agriculture, health, education, infrastructure, and business development. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/global-agriculture 
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RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Presidential Memorandum -- International Initiatives to Advance the Human Rights of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender Persons, White House, December 6 
Under my Administration, agencies engaged abroad have already begun taking action to promote the 
fundamental human rights of LGBT persons everywhere. I am directing all agencies engaged abroad to ensure 
that U.S. diplomacy and foreign assistance promote and protect the human rights of LGBT persons.  
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/06/presidential-memorandum-international-
initiatives-advance-human-rights-l  

SEE ALSO: U.S. to Aid Gay Rights Abroad, Obama and Clinton Say, New York Times, December 6 
The Obama administration announced that the US would use all the tools of American diplomacy, 
including the potent enticement of foreign aid, to promote gay rights around the world. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/07/world/united-states-to-use-aid-to-promote-gay-rights-
abroad.html  
SEE ALSO: Africa Reacts to Obama's Pro-Gay Rights Foreign Policy, Mike Pflanz, Christian Science 
Monitor, December 8  
The enshrinement of equal rights for homosexuals into US foreign policy activities has drawn quick 
ire from African nations, with one senior figure saying the notion is “abhorrent” across the continent. 
Almost all of Africa’s 54 nations ban homosexuality.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2011/1208/Africa-reacts-to-Obama-s-pro-gay-rights-
foreign-policy 

 
World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates, USDA, December 9 
Global wheat supplies for 2011/12 are projected 9.3 million tons higher with larger beginning stocks in 
Australia and Argentina and a 5.7-million-ton increase in foreign production. Global wheat production for 
2011/12 is projected at a record 689.0 million tons, up 37.4 million from 2010/11. Larger world supplies of 
wheat and competitive prices relative to corn boost prospects for 2011/12 world wheat trade. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/latest.pdf 

SEE ALSO: Bumper Wheat Crops Ease Inflation Concern, Javier Blas, Financial Times, December 9 
Global wheat inventories are heading towards their highest level in more than a decade after a string 
of bumper crops, the US government has said, easing concerns about agricultural commodities 
inflation and global food security.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/5cbf4f80-228c-11e1-acdc-00144feabdc0.html 

 
USDA Invests in Micronutrient-Fortified Food Aid in Six Countries to Improve Nutrition for Vulnerable 
Populations, USDA, December 6  
USDA is investing more than $8.5 million to help six organizations develop improved food aid products under 
the Micronutrient-Fortified Food Aid Products Pilot Program. This program is funded by the McGovern-Dole 
International Food for Education and Child Nutrition Program, and recipients will focus their efforts over the 
next three years in Cambodia, Guatemala, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Mozambique and Tanzania. 
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/12/0502.xml 
 
State Department Unveils New Super-Office: Economics, Energy, and the Environment, Foreign Policy, 
December 8 
The State Department formally rolled out a new plan for how it will tackle economic, energy, and 
environmental issues -- by combining them all into one bureaucratic structure. 
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/12/08/state_department_unveils_new_super_office_economi
cs_energy_and_the_environment 

SEE ALSO: Clinton starts “Foreign Affairs Policy Board”, Josh Rogin, Foreign Policy, December 5 
On Dec. 19, Secretary Clinton will host the first-ever meeting of a panel made up of outside experts 
that will advise Clinton -- and her successor -- on the top priorities facing the State Department. 
http://thecable.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/12/05/clinton_starts_foreign_affairs_policy_board 
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Gender-Based Violence and HIV: Moving From Commitment to Action, Opinion, Eric Goosby and Melanne 
Verveer, DipNote, December 9 
Gender-based violence is rooted in structural inequalities between men and women and is characterized by 
the use and abuse of physical, emotional, and/or financial power and control. Linking GBV and HIV efforts is a 
powerful strategy for eliminating the structural drivers of each. Just as no one intervention can create an 
AIDS-free generation on its own, no single intervention will eliminate GBV. But, with the right combination, 
we are transforming commitment into action. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/gbv_hiv_commitment_action 
 
Navy, Agriculture Departments to Purchase Biofuels For Fleets, Fox News, December 5 
The departments of Agriculture and the Navy announced plans to buy 450,000 gallons of non-food biofuels -- 
at a cost of $16 per gallon -- in what will be the largest federal purchase of biofuels in U.S. history. The fuel 
will power planes and the surface ships of the "Great Green Fleet Carrier Strike Force" in summer 2012 
exercises off Hawaii.  
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2011/12/05/navy-agriculture-departments-to-purchase-biofuels-for-
fleets/  

SEE ALSO: USDA Press Release  
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/12/0500.xml&  

 
Preventing Hunger and Protecting Taxpayers: Our Renewed Efforts to Combat SNAP Fraud, Kevin 
Concannon, USDA Blog, December 6 
SNAP currently serves as a bridge to success for over 46 million Americans who are at risk of being hungry 
when they face challenging economic times. By using state-of-the-art technology, our data-mining and 
analysis strategies are successfully identifying suspicious patterns in SNAP transactions. 
http://blogs.usda.gov/2011/12/06/preventing-hunger-and-protecting-taxpayers-our-renewed-efforts-to-
combat-snap-fraud/ 

SEE ALSO: USDA Announces New Tactics to Combat Fraud and Enhance SNAP Program 
Integrity, USDA,  December 6 
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/12/0503.xml& 

 
Every Human Being has the Right to Live a Life Free of Violence, U.S. Representative Ted Poe, USAID 
Impact Blog, December 6 
As the leader of the free world, the United States must through example and public policy take a lead on this 
issue. Women in other countries are working desperately to change the laws and customs in their country 
that routinely allow women and girls to be raped, beaten, or deprived of any legal rights, even the ability to 
see a doctor or leave the house alone. They need our help. 
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/12/every-human-being-has-the-right-to-live-a-life-free-of-violence/  
 
Food Safety in a Global World, Opinion, Robert Hormats, Huffington Post, December 5 
The US is committed to maintaining global food markets that are open and that protect consumer health and 
safety through science-based policies. But with an increasingly global food supply chain, we must all work 
harder -- governments, industry, and all stakeholders -- to ensure that our food is safe to eat. Industry has a 
vital role to play in ensuring food safety. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/bob-hormats/food-safety-in-a-global-w_b_1129455.html 
 
 
 
SPECIAL COVERAGE: COP17/CMP7 UNITED NATIONS CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE 
 
UN Climate Talks Heading to Deal, Richard Black, BBC, December 9 
Nations at the UN climate talks appear to be edging their way to agreeing that a process towards a new 
carbon-cutting deal should start in the New Year. The move marks a success for the ad-hoc alliance formed 
between the EU and scores of the world's most climate-vulnerable countries. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-16118909  
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SEE ALSO: Full-Text: Chair’s Proposal, UNFCC, December 2011 
http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/durban_nov_2011/application/pdf/2325_text-_9122011-
indaba.pdf  

 
Remarks by Todd Stern: U.S. Statement at COP17, U.S. Department of State, December 8 
Our Fast Start Finance contribution for the first two years 2010 and 2011, amounts to some $5.1 billion, 
comprised of approximately $3.4 billion of Congressional appropriations and substantial development 
finance. We are also hard at work on developing the policies and mechanisms needed to mobilize combined 
public and private capital toward the donor goal of mobilizing $100 billion annually by 2020. 
http://www.state.gov/e/oes/rls/remarks/2011/178458.htm 
 
U.S. Climate Envoy Seems to Shift Stance on Timetable for New Talks, New York Times, December 8 
Facing sharp criticism from fellow envoys, environmental activists and one impassioned heckler, the chief 
American negotiator at a climate conference shifted his position - or at least his language - on a timetable for a 
new set of international talks. The Europeans and a large majority of smaller nations are adamant that any 
future accord be legally binding, while China, India, the United States and several other major emitters of 
greenhouse gases have attached some difficult conditions to participation in any mandatory agreement. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/09/science/earth/us-climate-envoy-seems-to-shift-position-on-
timetable-for-new-international-talks.html 
 
Fears for Global Climate Fund Emerge, Andrew England and Pilita Clark, Financial Times, December 8 
Some of the nations most vulnerable to climate change lashed out at draft proposals to curb carbon emissions 
as negotiators at UN climate talks in Durban worked into the night to avoid the collapse of two weeks of 
fraught talks. The talks in South Africa have largely centered on an EU offer to sign up for a new round of 
pledges under the Kyoto protocol, key elements of which expire in a year.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/3109ca74-21a0-11e1-a1d8-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Locked-in Syndrome, Opinion, Robert Walker, Huffington Post, December 8 
With the latest climate change conference winding down to another uneventful close, it appears that the fight 
to cap greenhouse gas emissions is suffering from "locked-in syndrome." In the meantime, the U.S. and other 
donor nations should be doing more to help developing countries build the resilience that they need to adapt 
to climate change. But even on that front, very little action is occurring.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-walker/climate-change_b_1136900.html 
 
Action on Climate, Not Words, Needed to Save Africa, Reuters, December 7 
Only a binding global accord on cutting greenhouse gases will spare Africa, the world's poorest continent, 
more devastating floods, droughts and famine. The talks, bringing together nearly 200 nations, have 
repeatedly struggled to get a new deal to update the Kyoto Protocol, whose crucial clause on enforcing targets 
on carbon cuts expires at the end of next year. 
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE7B600G20111207?=undefined&sp=true  
 
Beyond Denial: The Next Frontier in Climate Change, Opinion, Peter DeMenocal, Huffington Post, December 
7 
Now, it's time to move on and discuss what's really at stake. As the world population passes 7 billion, it is 
imperative to advance the discussion beyond a simple chart of Earth's surface warming to illuminate our true 
concern - the security of food, water, and the very land on which we live. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peter-b-demenocal/beyond-denial-the-next-fr_b_1135050.html 
 
Remember Kyoto? Most Nations Don’t, Opinion, Robert B. Semple, New York Times, December 3 
The biggest obstacle to global progress has been countries like China and India that made no pledges at Kyoto 
because, they argued (and continue to argue), the industrialized world caused most of the problem and thus 
bore most of the responsibility for solving it. Over all, emissions in countries that did not agree to targets have 
more than doubled, while China’s have tripled.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/04/opinion/sunday/remember-kyoto-most-nations-dont.html  
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SEE ALSO: Carbon Emissions Show Biggest Jump Ever Recorded, Justin Gillis, New York Times, 
December 4 
The increase solidified a trend of ever-rising emissions that scientists fear will make it difficult, if not 
impossible, to forestall severe climate change in coming decades. 
www.nytimes.com/2011/12/05/science/earth/record-jump-in-emissions-in-2010-study-finds.html  

 
7 Facts About Climate Change And Hunger, WFP, December 2011 
Representatives from nearly 200 countries are currently gathered in Durban, South Africa, for high-level talks 
on climate change. When it comes to protecting the world’s poorest inhabitants from the erratic weather and 
natural disasters that many scientists expect in coming years, hunger is a key part of the discussion. Here are 
seven facts that explain why. 
http://www.wfp.org/stories/7-facts-about-climate-change-and-hunger 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
How do Practices, Value Chains and Trade Need to be Transformed? 
Date: December 14-15, 2011 
Location: London, UK 
This conference will gather business leaders and representatives from the private sector, governments, 
multilateral agencies, and non-governmental organizations to examine changing agricultural investment 
patterns, highlighting international policy developments and business approaches to coping with 
environmental shocks and stresses presented by climate change and global population growth. 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/food2011 
 
2011 European Development Days Forum 
Date: December 15-16, 2011 
Location: Warsaw, Poland 
This year, the EDDs will focus on development and democracy in the wake of the recent Arab Spring events 
and the proposals of the European Commission for a new EU development policy. 
http://www.eudevdays.eu/ 
 
World Future Energy Summit 
Date: January 16 – 19, 2012 
Location: Abu Dhabi 
World Future Energy Summit is the world’s foremost annual meeting committed to advancing future energy, 
energy efficiency and clean technologies by engaging political, business, finance, academic and industry 
leaders to drive innovation, business and investment opportunities in response to the growing need for 
sustainable energy. 
http://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/  
 
USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum 
Date: February 23-24, 2012 
Location: Arlington, VA  
Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues 
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development; 
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning 
farmers. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/  
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
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http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
Location: Accra, Ghana 
The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Boosting Agriculture is Key to Reducing Effects of Climate Change, Kim Lewis, VOA News, December 9 
Scientists say agriculture must be a key focus in confronting the effects of climate change. Agriculture 
production contributes about one-third of global greenhouse gas emissions. Half of these are direct emissions 
from agriculture itself. “For example, fertilizer application results in nitrous oxide. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/Boosting-Agriculture-is-Key-to-Reducing-Effects-of-
Climate-Change-135317573.html 
 
States Hungry for Revenue Leave Billions in U.S. Food Assistance on Table, Bloomberg, December 7 
Almost a third of people who qualify for food stamps aren’t getting them, the USDA estimates.  Administrative 
costs of SNAP programs, lack of staff to process cases at the state and county level, and large increases in 
people newly eligible for food stamps are among the reasons states don’t take advantage of all the federal 
money they’re entitled to, officials say. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-08/states-hungry-for-revenue-leave-billions-in-u-s-food-
assistance-on-table.html 

SEE ALSO: Food Stamp Use on the Rise, Phil Izzo, Wall Street Journal, December 6 
Food-stamp use jumped in the U.S. in September as 11 states tapped into the program for disaster 
assistance. The number of recipients in the food stamp program, formally known as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, rose to 46.3 million, or 15% of the population, in part 
due to disaster assistance tied to the destruction and flooding caused by Hurricane Irene. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2011/12/06/food-stamp-use-on-the-rise/ 
SEE ALSO: Supervalu Joins Farmers Behind U.S. Food Stamps at $71.8 Billion, Alan Bjerga, 
Bloomberg, December 6 
A coalition of farmers, grocers and anti-poverty activists has helped food stamps survive federal 
budget-cutting pressures and maintain bipartisan support in Congress, said Dale Moore, a former 
USDA chief of staff. food-stamp use nationally has soared by two-thirds since the end of 2007 to more 
than 46 million recipients, about a seventh of the U.S. population. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-07/supervalu-joins-farmers-behind-u-s-food-stamps-
at-71-8-billion.html 

 
Farm Bill Reform Could Trim Americans' Waistlines, Lynne Peeples, Huffington Post, December 7 
Public health advocates hope the extra time will provide an opportunity to start a national discussion about 
the importance of protecting or even enhancing health-promoting programs, such as those that support fruit 
and vegetable production, affordability and access, as well as others that slow the drive to produce unhealthy 
processed foods. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/07/farm-bill-obesity-fruits-vegetables-agriculture-
industry_n_1133742.html 
 
Farm Bill Drafting Going Public Next Time, Philip Brasher, Des Moines Register, December 6 
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The proposal worked out this fall would scrap the fixed, annual payments that now to grain and cotton 
growers and create three methods of guaranteeing income to farmers in case of drops in prices or crop yields. 
Critics say one or two of the proposed programs are so generous they could encourage farmers to make 
planting decisions based on what crops will most likely trigger a government payment rather than the crops 
the market most needs. 
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/12/06/farm-bill-drafting-going-public-next-
time/ 

SEE ALSO: Congress ‘Lost Faith’ in Advanced Bioenergy, Key Lawmaker Says, Philip Brasher, Des 
Moines Register, December 6 
Programs the Obama administration has been pushing to promote next-generation biofuels are likely 
to have little funding in the next farm bill, according to the top Democrat on the House Agriculture 
Committee, Rep. Collin Peterson. “There will probably be hardly any money” in the bioenergy section 
of the next farm bill “because we’ve lost faith” in that sector, Peterson told reporters today. 
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/12/06/congress-lost-faith-in-advanced-
bioenergy-project-key-lawmaker-says/ 

 
Farmers Contest Child-Labor Rules, Wall Street Journal, December 5 
Of the two million U.S. farms, about 98% are family owned, according to the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, a trade group. The new rules would apply to children under 16 who are hired by farming 
operations, not those who work at farms owned and operated by their parents. But many teens work at farms 
not owned by their immediate family, such as uncles or grandparents. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204083204577078491680523760.html 
 
Organic Can Feed the World, Opinion, Barry Estabrook, The Atlantic, December 5 
At the top of my list are agribusiness advocates such as Kopperud (and, more recently, Steve Sexton of 
Freakonomics) who dismiss well-thought-out concerns about today's dysfunctional food production system 
with the old saw that organic farming can't save the world. They persist in repeating this as an irrefutable 
fact, even as one scientific study after another concludes the exact opposite: not only that organic can indeed 
feed nine billion human beings but that it is the only hope we have of doing so. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/life/archive/2011/12/organic-can-feed-the-world/249348/ 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Civil Society’s Voice Gets Audience in Busan, Opinion, Sam Worthington, DipNote, December 7 
Busan confirmed that the basic principles of development effectiveness must apply to all donors. These 
principles must also influence how U.S. NGOs spend the estimated $11.8 billion they raised in 2008 from the 
American people. An international NGO cannot build a hospital without coordinating with the local ministry 
of health. Universal endorsement of the Busan agreement is a step forward but the monitoring and 
coordinating mechanisms developed to follow up will determine its success.  
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/civil_society_busan 
 
Yemen Desperate for Aid as Economy Crumbles, Reuters, December 7 
If aid is delayed further, the economic crisis is likely to worsen in Yemen, where some 42 percent of the 
population of 24 million lives on under $2 a day, according to World Bank data. Some staples such as rice saw 
prices jump by up to 120 percent, while the price of the volume of water which a family needs to cover basic 
needs for one week quadrupled to about 4,000 rials ($19 at the official currency rate). 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/07/us-yemen-economy-idUSTRE7B611G20111207 

SEE ALSO: Children at Risk as Aid Access Denied, IRIN News, December 6 
Thousands of people under “siege” by armed rebels in northern Yemen lack food and healthcare, 
which has already resulted in deaths and risks killing many more, local leaders and aid workers say. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?ReportId=94407  
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Sahel Facing Major Food Crisis in 2012, Warns EU Aid Commissioner, Guardian, December 7 
Africa's Sahel region faces a severe food shortage next year because of erratic rainfall and localized dry spells, 
the EU commissioner for humanitarian aid crisis response has warned. Seven million people are already 
facing shortages in Niger, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Nigeria and Burkina Faso, with major shortfalls in food 
production in many areas. The figures point to a massive problem of food availability next year.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/dec/07/sahel-facing-major-food-crisis 

SEE ALSO: Horn of Africa Crisis May Last into Summer, Reuters, December 6 
The crisis in Horn of Africa which has left more than 13 million people at risk of starvation will 
continue into the spring, and possibly the summer, the EU’s top aid official said. The Horn of Africa 
crisis, triggered by the worst drought in decades, has affected Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti. 
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFJOE7B50A820111206?=undefined&sp=true 

 
Taxes Could Fill AIDS Funding Crunch: U.N., Reuters, December 7 
Annual funding for HIV/AIDS programs fell to $15 billion in 2010 from $15.9 billion in 2009, well below the 
$22-24 billion the U.N. agency says is needed annually by 2015 to pay for a comprehensive, effective global 
response. About 34 million people worldwide are infected with the HIV that causes AIDS, just over two-thirds 
of them in sub-Saharan Africa. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/07/us-aids-funding-idUSTRE7B617Q20111207 
 
Our View: Aid a Key Component of Foreign Policy, Editorial, Free Press, December 8 
The short answer is that even halfway across the globe, the problems of one country have a way of impacting 
the rest of the world, and the U.S., too. A country-by-country analysis has merit. We should not only re-
evaluate how much we give, but how best to get bang for our bucks. They say that there are no real friends 
among countries; only strategic interests. Let’s play our cards smartly. 
http://mankatofreepress.com/editorials/x91294594/Our-View-Aid-a-key-component-of-foreign-policy 
 
Averting Disaster in the Congo, Opinion, Ben Affleck, Cindy McCain and Anthony W. Gambino, Huffington Post, 
December 7 
The Congolese people deserve a future where their basic rights are respected, including the right to know that 
their leaders reflect their electoral will. This right hangs in the balance. We hope that President Obama and 
Secretary Clinton will clearly state that the United States will not support a Congolese President who uses 
violence against civilians who seek only to exercise their voting rights. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ben-affleck/averting-disaster-in-the-congo_b_1135572.html 
 
Aid Policy: Cash Catches Up, IRIN News, December 6 
Most humanitarian assistance in the Horn of Africa has so far been provided in-kind, through the distribution 
of food, shelter, tools and seeds. In many areas, relief efforts have been beset by delays, high delivery costs, 
and in some areas, high taxation. There is a growing body of experience in the region that is using cash or 
vouchers as a critical complement, or at times an alternative to in-kind assistance. 
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94396 
 
South Korea to Send $5.7 Million in Aid to North Korea, New York Times, December 5 
The Unification Ministry said that it would send $5.7 million through UNICEF programs for medicines, 
vaccines and nutritional supplements for malnourished North Korean children. The announcement followed 
appeals from UN relief agencies as well as nongovernmental American aid groups for aid for the most 
vulnerable of the North Korean population, especially its children. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/06/world/asia/seoul-to-send-5-7-million-in-aid-to-north-korea.html 
 
Spat With Donor Nations Leaves Malawi in a Pinch, Patrick McGroarty, Wall Street Journal, December 5 
The government of Malawi has lost nearly half its annual budget after angering foreign donors—squeezing 
the Southern African nation's economy, stirring unrest and prompting an urgent visit from the International 
Monetary Fund. Malawi's problems mirror those in other African countries, from Ivory Coast to Madagascar, 
where disapproving donors have withdrawn aid, triggering economic shocks and sporadic protests. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204397704577071853104836154.html 
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Afghanistan to Appeal for Aid Until 2030 as Global Donors Discuss Plight, Bloomberg, December 4 
Afghan officials plan to describe the nation’s precarious position and long-term needs, according to a copy of 
the report obtained by Bloomberg News. The central goal of the Bonn session will be to ensure that 
international aid continues, said a State Department official who briefed reporters under ground rules that 
don’t allow him to be named.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-05/afghanistan-to-appeal-for-aid-until-2030-as-global-donors-
discuss-plight.html  

 
2.6 Million Afghans at Risk of Hunger from Severe Drought in Northern Provinces, Associated Press, 
December 3 
The U.N. issued an appeal for $142 million on Oct. 1 to help those hit by the drought in 14 northern provinces, 
where up to 80 percent of non-irrigated fields yielded little to no crops. So far, about $49 million has been 
pledged by aid groups, the U.S. and European nations. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/26-million-afghans-at-risk-of-hunger-from-severe-
drought-in-northern-provinces/2011/12/03/gIQA3fuQNO_story.html 
 
Former US President Bush Launches Cervical Cancer, Breast Cancer Project in Zambia, Associated Press, 
December 2 
Former U.S. President George W. Bush and his wife have launched a project in Zambia to expand the 
availability of cervical cancer screening, treatment and breast care education. The Bush institute, the U.S. 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, the U.N. AIDS agency and Susan G. Komen for the Cure are 
working together on the project, bringing public and private funds to the effort. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/former-us-president-bush-launches-cervical-cancer-breast-
cancer-project-in-zambia/2011/12/02/gIQA5ErFLO_story.html  

 
Reducing AIDS Funding Will Deal a Devastating Blow, Opinion, Joyce Kamwana, The Hill, December 2 
Reducing support for global health would put millions of people at risk. It would deal a devastating blow to 
the global fight against AIDS, which has reached a critical point. Expanding access to antiretroviral treatment 
alongside other high-impact interventions could avert more than seven million deaths and twelve million 
new HIV infections by 2020, according to UNAIDS. From there, the end of AIDS may be within reach. 
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/196869-reducing-aids-funding-will-deal-a-
devastating-blow 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Reports: 
 
Increased Productivity and Food Security, Enhanced Resilience and Reduced Carbon Emissions for 
Sustainable Development, World Bank, December 2011 
The main conclusion is that a number of countries have made impressive progress in integrating “climate-
smart agriculture” into broader development and growth programs. The private sector has a key role to play 
in climate-smart agriculture. Achieving Climate-Smart agriculture needs an integrated approach, tackling 
productivity and food security, risk and resilience, and low carbon growth together, but integration and 
institutional coordination remains a challenge in many countries. 
http://climatechange.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/documents/CSA_Paper_SouthAfrica.pdf 
 
Mountain Forests in a Changing World, FAO, December 2011 
Covering over 9 million square kilometres of the Earth’s surface, mountain forests represent a remarkable 23 
percent of the Earth’s forest cover. They play a key role in mountain areas, providing goods and services 
essential to the livelihood of both highland and lowland communities.  
http://www.mountainpartnership.org/common/files/pdf/web_TKohler.pdf 
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Media Articles: 
 
Big Dam Project Delayed on Mekong, Wall Street Journal, December 9 
While Laos views the dam as an opportunity to become a power-generating hub for the region and help 
combat chronic poverty, opponents say the project jeopardizes a key food source for millions of people. 
Environmentalists warn that the project will disrupt the migratory patterns of fish in Cambodia and block 
crucial, nutrient-rich sediment flows to the rice-growing Mekong River Delta in southern Vietnam. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203501304577086012500372618.html 
 
Brazil’s Senate Approves Bill that Loosens Amazon Environmental Laws, Washington Post, December 6 
Brazil is the world’s second-largest agricultural producer behind the U.S., and farmers say Brazil could easily 
be first if it weren’t for the legal hurdles imposed by environmental legislation. But Marcio Astrini, a 
spokesman for Greenpeace’s Amazon campaign, said the measure would “reduce the area required for 
conservation, and actually allow new deforestation.” 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/brazil-senate-passes-preliminary-bill-loosening-amazon-
environmental-laws-amendments-pending/2011/12/06/gIQA98iraO_story.html   

SEE ALSO: Brazil Rewrites Amazon Protections While Seeking to Slash Carbon Emissions, 
Maria Luiza Rabello and Stephan Nielsen, Bloomberg, December 6 
Brazil is seeking to cut its net greenhouse gas emissions after loggers and ranchers cleared since 
1990 a Germany-sized tract of the world’s biggest rainforest. The changes would strengthen an 
earlier lower house version by demanding property owners and small farmers replant 24 million 
hectares (59.3 million acres) or pay a fine.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-07/brazil-rewrites-amazon-protections-in-bid-to-cut-
carbon-emission.html 

 
A Consumption Conundrum: China Must Find Greener Ways to Fuel its Insatiable Hunger for Energy, 
Wall Street Journal, December 6 
China must secure the energy resources necessary to sustain strong growth and raise the living standards of 
its 1.3 billion population, while satisfying the international clamor to limit impact on the environment. It is a 
huge and urgent challenge but the Chinese government has responded with an active program that includes 
reducing energy intensity, diversifying its energy resources, and becoming a world leader in clean technology. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204346104576638561340925004.html 
 
Betting on a Water Boom, Liam Pleven, Wall Street Journal, December 5 
Water makes up more than half of the average human body, covers roughly three-quarters of the Earth's 
surface and is the single most important ingredient in feeding a growing world. By 2030, the World Bank 
estimates, global agriculture will require 30% to 45% more water than it uses now. Water must be better 
distributed, as well—a billion of the world's poor lack access to safe water, and 2.6 billion people don't have 
basic sanitation. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203611404577046510511478718.html 
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Reports: 
 
Women at the Frontline of Climate Change, UNEP, December 2011 
Women are often in the frontline in respect to the impacts of a changing climate. Globally the world is seeing 
increasingly frequent droughts and floods which are having economic but also profound social consequences. 
The women and people of Asia are currently at greatest risk with over 100 million people affected in this 
region annually. 
http://www.unep.org/pdf/rra_gender_screen.pdf 

SEE ALSO: Women Most at Risk from Climate Disasters, Say UN Report, UNEP, December 6 
Women in communities vulnerable to climate change are often more likely than men to lose their 
lives during natural disasters, due to poor access to coping strategies such as basic lifesaving skills or 
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cultural factors that restrict the mobility of women. 
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/default.aspx?DocumentID=2661&ArticleID=8975 

 
Media Articles: 
 
Women Push for Greater Gender Awareness in Climate Change Talks, Kim Chipman, Bloomberg, 
December 9 
Advocates for stronger focus on women’s issues within the climate talks say their mission is twofold: to 
influence negotiations with more of a woman’s perspective, and to highlight the need for more focus on 
helping women grappling with the droughts, food shortages and rising coastlines linked to climate change.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-09/women-push-for-greater-gender-awareness-in-un-s-
climate-talks.html 
 
An Economic Lifeline for Women in Rural Haiti, Caroline Gluck, Huffington Post, December 7 
Oxfam is helping the women -- with funds and training, including enlisting the help of expat Haitian experts 
with specific skills -- as they move to a new phase. The goal is to enable the women to run their operation as a 
proper business. They will buy and sell locally produced grain throughout the year, rather than just 
seasonally; and during lean times, in between the harvest periods, the surplus stocks can be released and sold 
in the local market.  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/caroline-gluck/an-economic-lifeline-for_b_1134437.html 
 
Afghan Women Remind World Leaders: Don’t Forget Us, Gayle Tzemach Lemmon, Council on Foreign 
Relations, December 6 
Since 2001, more than 2 million girls have begun going to school, and more than 3,000 midwives have been 
accredited in a country that is among the world’s deadliest to be an expectant mother. Women make up 
nearly a third of members of Parliament, with help from quotas, and serve in small numbers in the police and 
Army. Women also work as lawyers, teachers, civil-society activists, and entrepreneurs. 
http://www.cfr.org/afghanistan/afghan-women-remind-world-leaders-dont-forget-us/p26710 
 
Invisible Among the Uncounted, Nilanjana S. Roy, New York Times, December 6 
In 2010, the rape of a 6-year-old homeless girl in Delhi made headlines, but there was little acknowledgement 
from the government of the special needs of homeless women. There are more shelters provided for 
homeless men, even though the dangers of living on the street are arguably greater for women, who face 
more sexual violence and stigma than their male counterparts. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/07/world/asia/07iht-letter07.html 
 
After the Bonn Conference, What Next for Afghanistan's Women?, Guardian, December 6 
Thanks to the efforts of Ghaffar and other women's rights activists, the final outcome document of the Bonn 
conference specifically states that the international community expects the peace and reconciliation process 
to respect the Afghan constitution and its provisions for the rights of women. Unfortunately, the document 
takes a less definitive approach to women's participation in the peace process, merely calling for it to be 
"inclusive … regardless of gender".  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/dec/06/bonn-what-next-afghan-
women 
 
Addressing Sexual Violence in Conflicts and Disasters, Anita Malley, USAID Impact Blog, December 5 
When USAID provides humanitarian assistance, such as food, relief commodities, water, and shelter, to people 
who have been affected by disasters, we also work to reduce risks for sexual violence and to provide support 
for women and girls who have experienced violence. In total, USAID provided more than $2 million for 
protection activities like these in Cote d’Ivoire and Liberia.  
http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/12/addressing-sexual-violence-in-conflicts-and-disasters/ 
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Reports: 
 
Was the Global Food Crisis Really a Crisis?, Derek Headey, IFPRI, December 2011 
The problems with existing food insecurity indicators suggest that the development community should 
rethink its monitoring strategies. Given that self-reported indicators are quite cheap to collect, one option is 
to conduct regular surveys that include self-reported food insecurity indicators (as Gallup does), but to 
replace experiential measures with more objective indicators of the consumption frequency of various food 
groups.  
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/rb17.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Key Programs to Aid Poor Come Under Fire in India, Tom Wright, Wall Street Journal, December 9 
Mr. Singh's government first was forced into an about-turn on a decision it took last month to allow foreign 
supermarkets to set up shop in India. The U-turn was a major blow to Mr. Singh, who had personally backed 
the reform. Next, two of the government's major policies aimed at uplifting the country's poorest rural 
dwellers have become entangled in opposition from Parliament and from within the coalition government. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204319004577087914076053258.html   
 
Agriculture: Palm Oil Greases the Wheels of Growth, Financial Times, December 7 
With ample fertile land, good rainfall, and a population of fewer than 4m, Liberia has all the right ingredients 
for a thriving farming sector. Yet agriculture is operating well below its potential. The government is studying 
the Firestone model critically as it angles for new investment in agriculture, the country’s biggest industry. 
“Value added” is the buzzword as investors come in to tap palm oil, rubber, or other big farming concessions. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/4b9c1992-1ab5-11e1-bc34-00144feabdc0.html  
 
MF Global Collapse Felt in Farm Country, Jerry A. Dicolo and Dan Strumpf, Wall Street Journal, December 7 
The havoc wreaked by MF Global's bankruptcy filing has been felt not just by Wall Street investors and 
traders, but also by wheat and corn growers, cattle ranchers and pig farmers. Dotting the farm belt, many who 
used the commodities market to protect against price swings are finding their money locked up and their 
hedges unwound due to the firm's downfall. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204083204577078512195569398.html  
 
Macquarie Executive Warns of U.S. Farmland Price Bubble, Wall Street Journal, December 7 
U.S. farmland prices are due to drop, after having risen sharply in recent years because of speculative 
investment, low interest rates and high prices of crops. A bubble appears to be building up and there is a 
cause for caution because returns are getting squeezed, said Daniel Hough, agricultural product specialist 
with Macquarie. During 2005-2010, the price of farmland climbed as much as 70% in some Midwest states.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203413304577084033901877686.html  
 
Japan Expands Rice Ban as Contamination Spreads, Aya Takada, Bloomberg, December 7 
The ban will likely cover the Shibukawa area of Nihonmatsu City, about 55 kilometers from the crippled 
Fukushima nuclear plant, as rice samples from the area contained 780 becquerels per kilogram of radioactive 
cesium. The maximum allowed by the government for human consumption is 500 becquerels. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-08/japan-plans-to-expand-contaminated-rice-ban.html 
 
Power Out of Africa, Andrea Chipman, Wall Street Journal, December 6 
Eighty percent of the world's 1.5 billion people living without electricity live in Sub-Saharan Africa. The 
continent's scarcity of grid links would seem to be an intractable obstacle to Africa's goals of improving 
development and alleviating poverty. Yet, Africa possesses significant solar, wind, geothermal and 
hydropower resources that have only barely been tapped. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204346104576638553875004940.html 
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Collaborative Business Deals Can Help African Farmers, VOA News, December 5 
Development specialists say agricultural investments can be structured in ways that do not involve buying 
land – for instance, getting companies to collaborate with small-holder farmers. Contract farming has many 
benefits, enabling farmers to gain access to credit, seeds and technologies. Contract farming may also give 
smallholders more access to lucrative but remote markets for high-value crops. But there are also drawbacks. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/west/Collaborative-Business-Deals-Can-Help-African-
Farmers-135044453.html 
 
China-Africa Fund Finds Investing in African Projects Difficult, CEO Says, Bloomberg, December 5 
The state-owned private equity fund, which began in June 2007, has not been able to exit any of its 
investments to realize a profit, CEO Chi Jianxin said. It is still seeking a “beneficial result” in the long term. The 
fund may consider future investments in building materials, infrastructure, mining and agriculture, Chi said.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-06/china-africa-fund-s-investments-not-as-easy-as-hoped-
chief-executive-says.html 
 
Faulty Forecasts Roil Corn Market, Wall Street Journal, December 5 
Government reports about the U.S. corn crop have become increasingly unreliable of late, contributing to wild 
swings in corn prices, a Wall Street Journal analysis shows. For all their shortcomings, USDA production 
figures are considered the best domestic agricultural estimates available. Accurate information about 
agriculture has been a national priority since the Civil War. Today, two measures of the corn harvest that the 
USDA focuses on are how big the next one will be and how much is in storage.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203752604576641561657796544.html 
 
Euro Debt Crisis Bites into Cocoa, Financial Times, December 5 
Europe is the largest consumer of cocoa, the bean used to manufacture chocolate, and worries about a 
slowdown in the region’s consumption combined with a bumper crop in west Africa, the main supplier, has 
pushed prices to their lowest point in three years.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/7157f4d6-1cd0-11e1-a134-00144feabdc0.html 

SEE ALSO: Cocoa Caps Longest Slump in 50 Years, Bloomberg, December 9 
Cocoa prices plunged, capping the longest slump in 50 years, on signs that supplies are rising in Ivory 
Coast, the world’s biggest producer.  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-09/cocoa-rebounds-from-longest-streak-of-declines-
in-50-years-coffee-gains.html 

 
The Sun Shines bright: The Continent’s Impressive Growth Looks Likely to Continue, Economist, 
December 3 
From Ghana in the west to Mozambique in the south, Africa’s economies are consistently growing faster than 
those of almost any other region of the world. At least a dozen have expanded by more than 6% a year for six 
or more years. Though Africa is now a net food importer, it has 60% of the world’s uncultivated arable land. It 
produces less per person now than in 1960. Agriculture is a long-term worry. A shorter term concern is how 
to deal with a coming slowdown and recession in the north. 
http://www.economist.com/node/21541008  
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Nestle Cleared to Buy Majority Stake in Chinese Candy Maker Hsu Fu Chi for $1.7 Billion, Associated 
Press, December 8 
Swiss food and drinks giant Nestle SA says it has received Chinese government approval to buy a majority 
stake in candy maker Hsu Fu Chi. The owner of brands such as Nescafe, KitKat and Dreyers has been ramping 
up its presence in China in the hope of capitalizing on increased consumer spending power there. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/nestle-cleared-to-buy-majority-stake-in-chinese-
candy-maker-hsu-fu-chi-for-17-billion/2011/12/08/gIQAnXN4eO_story.html 
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Cargill Replaces Head of Sugar Business, Financial Times, December 7 
Cargill has replaced the head of its sugar business, the most senior departure yet in the wake of the 
announcement 2,000 people will leave the group due to the “continued weak global economy”. Cargill is the 
leading trader of sugar, followed by rivals such as Sucres et Denrées and Louis Dreyfus of France, ED&F Man, 
Bunge, Wilmar and Glencore. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c240341e-20c0-11e1-816d-00144feabdc0.html 

SEE ALSO: Agribusiness Giant Cargill to Lay Off 2,000 Employees, Los Angeles Times, December 5 
The layoffs, Cargill said, would largely take place over the next six months and would include 
severance and outplacement support for affected workers. 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/money_co/2011/12/cargill-layoffs-2000-employees.html 

 
Kraft Hashes Out Details of Split, Julie Jargon and Paul Ziobro, Wall Street Journal, December 6 
The food giant said that Kraft Chairman and CEO Irene Rosenfeld will head the as-yet unnamed world-wide 
snacks business and Anthony Vernon, executive VP and president of Kraft North America, will head the 
smaller and slower-growing North American grocery business after the breakup at the end of next year. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204770404577080163737318698.html 

SEE ALSO: Kraft Split To Unlock Value But Stock Stuck For Now, Forbes, December 2011 
A quick look at the Trefis breakdown for the company can help us determine the potential impact of 
this proposed split. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/greatspeculations/2011/12/09/kraft-split-to-unlock-value-but-
stock-stuck-for-now/  

 
Food Producers Feel Pinch of Rising Costs, Louise Lucas, Financial Times, December 4 
Poorer shoppers are threatening the economic viability of businesses already struggling with input inflation, 
overcapacity and aggressive retailers. While there has been relief from the softening in some commodity 
costs, others, such as sugar, continue to surge amid rising demand from emerging markets. Smaller 
companies – 96 percent of Britain’s food and drink manufacturers employ under 250 people – face the 
toughest challenge 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c3b29e0c-16b8-11e1-a45d-00144feabdc0.html  
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