
 
 

 
 

December 24th – December 30th, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: – “On average, yields in sub-Saharan Africa are about a quarter of other developing regions 
and have barely changed in 30 years. Yet Africa used to feed itself. It used to export food and it can do so again. 
Seeds have been the main problem. Farmers are using seeds that are 20 years old. They have been locked out of 
science. Now we are introducing high-yielding, pest-resistant, drought-tolerant varieties. We are also working to 
liberalize the market. If farmers get a bumper crop and do not have a market for their surplus, they will not 
repeat the effort the next year.” – Kofi Annan in “Africans Sow Seeds of a Green Revolution”, Financial Times, 
December 27, 2011 
 
Due to the holiday, the next edition of the Global Food for Thought news brief will arrive on January 
13th. On behalf of the Global Agricultural Development Initiative team, best wishes for the New Year! 
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website: 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
Africans Sow Seeds of a Green Revolution, Alec Russell, Financial Times, December 27 
Kofi Annan, the former UN secretary-general who has made African agriculture, particularly the role of 
smallholders, the leitmotif of his career since he left the helm of the world body, recognizes the challenges. 
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Smallholders have to be coaxed into abandoning ancestral traditions and embracing hybrid seeds and new 
fertilizers; governments have to be cajoled into relaxing their control over seeds, which they see as national 
patrimony, and opening up their distribution to the private sector. His Alliance for a Green Revolution in 
Africa has projects in 15 or more countries, with particular focus on Ghana, Tanzania, Mozambique and Mali. 
The aim is to double the income of 20m smallholders by 2020. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/9806e84a-f655-11e0-86dc-00144feab49a.html  
 
Zimbabwe: WFP Buy Local Scheme Helps Farmers, IRIN News, December 27 
The World Food Programme initiative involves technical support to smallholder farmers and the 
identification of local traders who can guarantee them prompt cash payments and low transport costs as a 
result of a more efficient marketing policy. WFP then buys the grain from the traders to distribute in its food 
assistance programmes.  
http://www.irinnews.org/printreport.aspx?reportid=94526 
 
Africa's Quest for Prosperity, Opinion, Calestous Juma, Guardian, December 26 
The 27-nation trade pact will include a population of more than 700 million with a combined GDP of $1tr. The 
most critical aspect of the grand area will be investment in infrastructure (especially energy, transport, water 
and telecommunications). It is projected that Africa will need to invest nearly $50bn annually over the next 
decade to meet its development goals. The investments, even if only partially made, will foster internal trade, 
generate employment and attract foreign direct investment. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/dec/26/africa-quest-prosperity-
economies-integration  
 
USAID: Building Resiliency In the Horn of Africa, Opinion, Tom Murphy, Huffington Post, December 28 
Programming in the HoA seeks to give people living in the region the ability to adjust to the cyclical droughts 
that return every few years. Feed the Future is one USAID program that hopes to build the capacity to 
withstand weather challenges. Borne out of the 2007-8 food crisis and ensuing G8 Summit in L'Aquila, Italy, 
Feed the Future leveraged $3.5 billion in financial backing to rally support around the Rome Principles for 
Sustainable Global Food Security. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tom-murphy/usaid-building-resiliency_b_1163987.html  
 
Let Africa Show the Way on Climate Change, Opinion, Donald Kaberuku, President, African Development 
Bank, Gulf News, December 26 
With a large part of its population still heavily dependent on agriculture and fishing for survival, Africa's 
growth prospects, and thus living standards, are highly vulnerable. We recognize that developing the Green 
Climate Fund will require much work, notably on such issues as its governance and how it is to be accessed. 
But capitalization and the need for progress on new sources of funds are of paramount importance if climate 
change is not to become an even more severe impediment to Africa's growth in 2012 and beyond. 
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/columnists/let-africa-show-the-way-on-climate-change-1.956807  
 
A Quake-Scarred Nation Tries a Rural Road to Recovery, Randal C. Archibold, New York Times, December 
24 
His work, on a 15-acre cooperative farm in Papaye, represents a small but promising success for an ambitious 
program being promoted by aid workers, government officials and international donors: saving the country 
by developing the countryside. Experts say agriculture is the nation’s biggest need. Farming has declined to 
25 percent of the economy today from 40 percent a decade ago, making Haiti more dependent on imported 
food.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/25/world/americas/in-countryside-stricken-haiti-seeks-both-food-and-
rebirth.html? 
 
Eradicating Hunger and Pushing Growth, FAO, December 2011 
FAO’s Economic and Social Development Department analyses trends and emerging issues related to food 
and agriculture. It maintains a variety of statistical databases to keep FAO member countries abreast of the 
latest global developments in food and agriculture. By conducting regular country-specific assessments, the 
department is able to alert the international community to impending food crises and provide valuable advice 
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and support to policy-makers. 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/am859e/am859e05.pdf 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
Emerging Land Use Issues in African Agriculture: Impacts on Poverty Reduction and Food Policy 
Date: January 12, 2012 
Location: Stanford, CA 
Thom Jayne, Professor of International Development from Michigan State University will answer the 
following questions: What are the trends in land access? How can smallholder farmers get higher value out of 
scarce land and how does that relate to food and non-food markets? Smallholder vs. large enterprises in 
Africa. Derek Byerlee, independent scholar and director of the 2009 World Development Report will provide 
additional commentary. 
http://foodsecurity.stanford.edu/events/emerging_land_issues_in_african_agriculture_impacts_on_poverty_r
eduction_and_food_policy/ 
 
World Future Energy Summit 
Date: January 16 – 19, 2012 
Location: Abu Dhabi 
World Future Energy Summit is the world’s foremost annual meeting committed to advancing future energy, 
energy efficiency and clean technologies by engaging political, business, finance, academic and industry 
leaders to drive innovation, business and investment opportunities in response to the growing need for 
sustainable energy. 
http://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/  
 
Food Secure Arab World 
Date: February 6 – 7, 2012 
Location: Beirut, Lebanon 
To achieve long-term prosperity and stability, Arab countries urgently need to foster food security. A 
comprehensive roadmap for development and poverty reduction requires a broad food security program for 
the region accompanied by country-specific strategies. Governments, civil society, nongovernmental 
organizations, and the private sector should use participatory, transparent decisionmaking processes to 
design strategies and investment plans. The February 2012 Food-Secure Arab World Conference in Beirut, 
Lebanon, is a forum to discuss that evidence and use it to set priorities for a better future. 
http://fsaw2012.ifpri.info/  
 
USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum 
Date: February 23-24, 2012 
Location: Arlington, VA  
Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues 
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development; 
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning 
farmers. 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/  
 
World Biofuels Markets 
Date: March 13th – 15th, 2012 
Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels 
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions. 
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/ 
 
Jobs, Food & Farming 
Date: March 19-21, 2012 
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Location: Accra, Ghana 
The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and 
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the 
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the 
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy 
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Pests May be Developing Resistance to Common Type of Genetically Modified Corn, Associated Press, 
December 28  
One of the nation’s most widely planted crops -  a genetically engineered corn plant that makes its own 
insecticide - may be losing its effectiveness because a major pest appears to be developing resistance more 
quickly than scientists expected. Monsanto insists there’s no conclusive proof that rootworms have become 
immune to the crop, but the company said it regards the situation seriously and has been taking steps that are 
“directly in line” with federal recommendations. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/ap-enterprise-farmers-could-threaten-widely-
planted-type-of-genetically-modified-corn/2011/12/28/gIQAavZoMP_story.html 
 
New UN Initiative to Boost Mozambican Crop Yields, UN News Center, December 28 
The effort seeks to help Mozambican farmers by increasing the quality of local seed production and boosting 
the country’s overall crop yields. According to FAO, only 10 percent of Mozambique’s arable land is cultivated 
and most farmers still use sub-standard seeds. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40851& 
 
Focusing on World Hunger, Opinion, Michael Zacka, Huffington Post, December 29 
According to the World Hunger Education Service, the neglect of agriculture relevant to very poor people is 
ignored and unmanageable by home governments and international agencies. And here's where Howard 
[Buffett] concurs, a point driven home by the fact that his biggest project is to help teach poor farmers in 
developing countries methods that they can afford to implement after his Foundation Programs end, 
including basic accounting. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-zacka/global-family-day-focusin_b_1174577.html? 
 
South Sudan: Africa’s Next Farming Frontier, Catherine Riung, Africa Review, December 27 
According to Harvard professor Calestous Juma, who gave the keynote address, South Sudan will play a key 
role in developing agriculture in the region by providing opportunities to apply the latest technologies on 
untested ground. The continent, known for shameful scenes of hunger, malnutrition and starvation is slowly 
emerging out of the jinx and headed towards becoming the world’s bread basket. 
http://www.africareview.com/Special+Reports/South+Sudan+Africa+next+farming+frontier/-
/979182/1296010/-/63pmfg/-/ 

SEE ALSO: WFP to Ramp Up Food Aid in South Sudan Next Year, VOA News, December 29 
Recent assessments by the World Food Program and Food and Agriculture Organization find 3.7 
million people in South Sudan are moderately to severely food insecure. This is about 12 percent 
higher than in 2010. The same assessments estimate the national grain deficit in 2012 will be about 
400,000 metric tons.   
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/WFP-to-Ramp-Up-Food-Aid-in-South-Sudan-Next-
Year--136381773.html  

 
More Young People See Opportunities in Farming, Dinesh Ramde, USA Today, December 24 
Farming is inherently risky: Drought, flooding, wind and other weather extremes can all destroy a year's 
work. And with farmland averaging $2,140 per acre across the US but two to four times that much in the 
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Midwest and California, start-up costs can be daunting. Still, agriculture fared better than many parts of the 
economy during the recession, and the USDA predicts record profits for farmers as a whole this year. 
http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/food/story/2011-12-24/young-people-farming/52163914/1  
 
U.S. Reverses Decision to End Farming Reports, William Neuman, New York Times, December 23 
The Agriculture Department has reinstated most of the reports that had been given the ax. Saved are the 
reports on trout farming, catfish farming, floriculture, sheep and goats, bees and honey production and mink 
farming, among others. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/24/business/us-reverses-decision-to-end-farming-reports.html? 
 
 
EU Approves Syngenta GM Corn, Dow Cotton for Food, Processing, Rudy Ruitenberg, Bloomberg, December 
22 
The European Union approved three genetically modified corn varieties from Syngenta AG (SYNN) and a 
biotech cotton variety from Dow Chemical Co. (DOW) for food and feed use, import and processing. The 
authorizations are valid for 10 years and will be subject to the EU’s labelling and traceability rules. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-22/eu-approves-syngenta-gm-corn-dow-cotton-for-food-
processing.html  
 
USDA Clears First Drought-Tolerant Biotech Corn, Agri-Pulse, December 21 
Commercial approval of drought-tolerant varieties has long been a goal of the biotech industry and, if it lives 
up to its promise, be a milestone in crop improvement and food production. On-farm trials next year will give 
farmers experience with the product, while generating data to help inform the company’s commercial 
decisions, it said. 
http://www.agri-pulse.com/USDA_drought_tolerant_biotech_corn_12212011.asp  
 
BGI and CIAT Announce Collaboration for Large-Scale Genome Sequencing of Cassava, December 6 
Cassava is a critical source of food and income for more than 200 million families in the developing world. 
Over half the production is in Africa, with 30 percent in Asia and 16 percent in the Americas. Because it is not 
grown in the developed world, investment in research to improve the species has lagged behind many other 
crops. This initiative promises to allow modern genetics tools to contribute to the improvement of cassava for 
the benefit of the world's poor and help cassava scientists worldwide "catch up" with other crops. 
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2011-12/bs-bac120511.php  
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Ministers Accused of Fiddling Aid Targets, Kiran Stacey, Financial Times, December 28 
The UK gives more of its national income to overseas development than most other developed countries, but 
lags behind several northern European countries which have already hit their 0.7 percent target. The US 
spends 0.2 percent of its income on international aid. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/91c60de6-2c9a-11e1-8cca-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Nick Hurd: We Must Not Be an Island of Self-Interest, The Telegraph, December 28 
Encouraging more giving is not just about unlocking the potential for our magnificent charities to help more 
people. Giving is a two-way street: it is also good for the giver. In these very challenging times, I think more 
people want the chance to make a difference to others and play a part in improving their communities.  
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/8977437/Nick-Hurd-we-must-not-be-an-island-of-self-
interest.html 
 
Area Soldiers Serve on Agricultural Mission in Afghanistan, West Central Tribune, December 27 
It’s a daunting task, but the concept of agri-business development teams is to work with the Afghan 
Government, Afghan National Security Forces and Coalition Forces and work to stabilize areas through a 
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combined effort, one of which is improving agricultural practices and systems. The Zabul team partners with 
the Afghan ag department staff and other partners in conducting agricultural outreach and activities 
throughout Zabul Province. 
http://www.wctrib.com/event/article/id/88116/  
 
Famine Early Warning System Gives Africa a Chance to Prepare, Hamilton Wende, Christian Science 
Monitor, December 26 
The Famine Early Warning Systems Network, gave advance warning of the looming food crisis and ensured 
that thousands of other lives were saved. Nowhere is the possible use of technology more important than in 
Africa, where scientists say climate change has taken its greatest human toll. Aid groups have used data from 
FEWS-NET to warn of another looming crisis, in West Africa, and encourage preventive action. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2011/1226/Famine-early-warning-system-gives-Africa-a-
chance-to-prepare  

SEE ALSO: Horn of Africa Faces Food Crisis, UN Warns, Daily Nation, December 26 
According to the Horn of Africa Crisis Situation Report, a new food analysis of the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification in Djibouti indicates that the situation has deteriorated from ‘stressed’ 
to ‘crisis’. 
http://www.nation.co.ke/News/Horn+of+Africa+faces+food+crisis+UN+warns+++/-
/1056/1295736/-/33fh3wz/-/  

 
Kenya's Dadaab Refugee Camp on Edge After Series of Attacks, Gabe Joselow, VOA News, December 26  
The UN says aid agencies have had to further reduce services at the Dadaab refugee camp in eastern Kenya 
after a series of attacks targeting security forces in the area. Refugees at the camp say police are now going 
door-to-door to look for those responsible. The UN says the Dadaab refugee camps received 172,000 new 
arrivals in 2011, bringing the total population at the complex above 450,000 people.Ο 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/east/Kenyas-Dadaab-Refugee-Camp-on-Edge-After-Series-
of-Attacks--136223108.html  
 
Save the Children says East Africa Appeal Best in History, BBC News, December 26 
The charity said more than £7m had been raised in the UK in six months. The money went on medical 
supplies, food and clean water for 1.7m children. Meanwhile, the government has called on UK companies to 
give more to charity as household budgets come under pressure. The East Africa drought has affected the 
countries of Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti, with conflict-torn Somalia being the hardest-hit. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16333457 
 
One Billion Holiday Wishes, Christian Science Monitor, December 26 
Nearly 1 billion people in the world are hungry, for example, while almost the same number are illiterate, 
making it hard for them to earn a living or move out of poverty. Nearly 1 billion people suffer from micro-
nutrient deficiencies, including lack of vitamin A, iron, and iodine. These problems could be fixed by ensuring 
access to nutritious foods.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2011/1226/One-billion-holiday-
wishes 
 
Interview with Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, CEO, NEPAD, AllAfrica.com, December 29 
NEPAD is directly responsible, from the start, for some of the most important development strategies 
implemented in key areas such as agriculture, with CAADP, or infrastructure, with PIDA, areas that are also 
deemed to be of the utmost priority. More important still, in the last five or six years, investments in the 
agricultural sector are on the rise. 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201112290620.html 
 
Beyond Propaganda, North Koreans Quietly Starving, AFP, December 25 
Away from the television cameras, whose lenses are largely focused on Pyongyang, many North Koreans are 
trapped in poverty, malnourished or even starving to death, according to aid workers and defectors. The 
system of centralized food rationing has crumbled and the country has been blighted by frequent weather-
related crop failures, leaving it heavily dependent on foreign aid deliveries. 
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http://news.yahoo.com/beyond-propaganda-north-koreans-quietly-starving-020029191.html  
 
US Money Transfers to Somalia at Risk, VOA News, December 24 
Last week, a small bank in the U.S. state of Minnesota announced it would stop wiring cash to "hawala" money 
transfer companies in Somalia because it feared the transfers risk violating U.S. counter-terrorism laws. 
Hawala money transfers rely on an informal system of merchants who send money, for a fee, from one 
location to another.  Because it is informal, the U.S. and other countries worry the hawala system can be used 
to funnel cash to terrorist or criminal groups. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/US-Money-Transfers-to-Somalia-at-Risk-136181868.html  
 
Japan's Foreign Aid to be Cut for 13th Straight Year, The Japan Times, December 24 
Japan decided Saturday to cut its overall foreign aid by 2 percent from a year earlier to 561.2 billion yen in the 
general account budget for fiscal 2012, which starts next April. Japan's total official development assistance, 
including contributions to some international organizations, is expected to mark an increase of around 2 
percent to 1.85 trillion yen in calendar 2012. 
http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20111224p2g00m0dm005000c.html 
 
Interview with Andrew Mitchell: 'Grave Dangers' for Horn of Africa, BBC News, December 22 
International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell outlines the crisis facing millions of people at risk from 
the drought and famine that has devastated so much of that part of Africa.  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_9666000/9666649.stm  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Reports: 
 
Climate Change and Floods in Yemen: Impacts on Food Security and Options for Adaptation, IFPRI, 
December 2011 
Action to mitigate the negative effects of climate change and variability should to be taken on the global and 
local level. A global action plan for improving food security combined with a better integration of climate 
change in national development strategies, agricultural and rural policies, and disaster risk management and 
social protection policies will be keys for improving the resilience of Yemen and Yemenis to climate change. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01139.pdf  
 
Responding to Land Degradation in the Highlands of Tigray, Northern Ethiopia, IFPRI, December 2011 
We analyzed data collected from 20 villages in 3 districts in the Tigray region through a household survey 
using a structured questionnaire, focus group discussions, and personal observations. The results reveal that 
the people are motivated to provide their free labor to restore the ecology to increase agricultural 
productivity and production to avoid food insecurity and improve their general livelihood. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01142.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Experts Tap Knowledge on Climate Change Trends to Boost Farming, Bob Koigi, Business Daily, December 
27 
Scientists have issued an analysis of East Africa’s future climate as the first step in a new programme that will 
help farmers grow crops that will best thrive in the changed weather conditions 20 years from now, a new 
study has shown. The report forms the platform of a global programme to exchange knowledge between 
communities on current agriculture practices that can help maintain productivity in the future, despite 
potentially dramatic shifts in growing conditions. 
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/Experts+tap+knowledge+on+climate+change+trends+to+boost+farmin
g/-/1248928/1295128/-/ba225dz/-/  
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SEE ALSO: Full Report: Climate Analogues: Finding Tomorrow’s Agriculture Today, CGIAR, 
December 2011 
http://ccafs.cgiar.org/sites/default/files/assets/docs/ccafs-wp-12-climate-analogues-web.pdf 

 
‘Climate Change Poses Serious Threat to Food Security', Hindu, December 26 
Area of dry land would increase by 11 percent in the coming years due to climate change; 1.8 billion people 
would live in countries with absolute water scarcity and the hardest hit would be the rain-fed agriculture 
which covers 96 percent of all cultivated land in Sub-Sahara Africa, 87 percent in South America and 61 
percent in Asia, and the climate variability would aggravate loss of land productivity.  
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/article2749281.ece 
 
Harsh Political Reality Slows Climate Studies Despite Extreme Year, Justin Gillis, New York Times, 
December 24 
A typical year in this country features three or four weather disasters whose costs exceed $1 billion each. But 
this year, the NOAA has tallied a dozen such events, including wildfires in the Southwest, floods in multiple 
regions of the country and a deadly spring tornado season. The final costs are certain to exceed $50 billion. A 
major question nowadays is whether the frequency of particular weather extremes is being affected by 
human-induced climate change. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/25/science/earth/climate-scientists-hampered-in-study-of-2011-
extremes.html  
 
A Shift for the Magi? Frankincense Shortage, Leslie Josephs and Ben Lefebvre, Wall Street Journal, December 
24 
While the trees historically grew from the southern Arabian peninsula to the Horn of Africa, they are now 
found mostly in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan and India. "There is no real sustainable management of 
forests" in East Africa, said Frans Bongers, a Dutch ecologist at Wageningen University. Part of the problem is 
farmers burning down the trees to make way for grazing lands for their cattle.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204552304577116741588910380.html 
 
In Niger, Celebrations and Laughter Welcome the Once-Per-Year Arrival of Precipitation, Opinion, 
Denise Brown, Vancouver Sun, December 23 
Because of that lack of rain, the harvest has come up short, again. Initial estimates have reported that about 
519,000 metric tons are missing though they are not, of course, going to be found. The reality is that the 
stocks that families had hoped to build following the harvest - about 75 percent of Nigerians are small-scale 
farmers - just aren't there this year. The cupboards really are bare though here they are small huts. 
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/grace+rain/5903726/story.html 
 
Climate Change: Waiting for the "Heavens to Weep", IPS, December 20 
The Zimbabwe Commercial Farmers’ Union says smallholder farmers across the country have seen reduced 
yields of between 50 and 75 percent this year as compared to the yield in 2000. Years of interrupted farming 
activities after the launch of the land reform programme in 2000, coupled with climatic shifts, have seen 
Zimbabwe experiencing successive poor harvests. This year only 800,000 tonnes of crop was harvested 
against an expected 1.2 million tonnes.  
http://www.ips.org/africa/2011/12/climate-change-waiting-for-the-heavens-to-weep/ 
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Five Innovations Working to Empower Women, Dana Drugmand, Christian Science Monitor, December 28 
Research has shown that women may play a key role in the fight against global hunger and poverty.  Although 
women comprise 43 percent of the agricultural labor force in developing countries, they typically aren’t able 
to own land. Cultural barriers also limit women’s ability to obtain credit and insurance. Strengthening 
women’s rights can help strengthen the global food system.  
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http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2011/1228/Five-innovations-
working-to-empower-women 
 
For Somali Women, Pain of Being a Spoil of War, Jeffrey Gettleman, New York Times, December 27 
The famine and mass displacement, which began over the summer, have made women and girls more 
vulnerable. So many Somali communities have been disbanded, and with armed groups forcing men and boys 
into their militias, it is often single women, with children in tow, who set off on the dangerous odyssey to 
refugee camps.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/world/africa/somalia-faces-alarming-rise-in-rapes-of-women-and-
girls.html?  
 
Global Gender Gap Narrows, Peter Grier, Christian Science Monitor, December 26 
Things have changed for the better at a pace that would have been unthinkable as recently as the 1970s, 
according to a 2012 World Bank report on the subject. In education, the world has just about reached gender 
parity in primary school enrollment, according to the World Bank. As for health, the life expectancy for 
women has risen from 54 in 1960 to 71 in 2008. That's slightly more than it has gone up for men.  
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/2011/1226/State-of-the-world-Global-gender-gap-narrows  
 
12 Days of Giving to Support Women and Girls Globally, Opinion, Stephenie Foster, Huffington Post, 
December 25 
As our globe's population reaches 7 billion, there hundreds of millions of people who live in hunger. Women 
Thrive works with policy makers to ensure that women small-scale, subsistence farmers have the same 
access to productive resources as men. Experts say that this simple step could increase yields on women's 
farms by 20-30% and lift 100 to 150 million people out of hunger. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stephenie-foster/12-days-of-giving-to-supp_b_1169488.html  
 
Yemen: Hungering for Better, Global Post, December 24 
Hunger in Yemen begins in the womb and continues to blight the lives of one-third of the population, more 
than 7 million people. One-quarter of Yemeni women between the ages of 15 and 49 are acutely 
malnourished. In this “silent emergency,” as aid workers describe it, women suffer miscarriages, children are 
taken out of school to earn money and girls are married off early. 
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/middle-east/111223/yemen-famine-hunger 
 
 
MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
The Broken Broker System?, IFPRI, December 2011 
There is a vigorous debate on liberalization of the heavily regulated agricultural markets in India. A crucial 
institutional characteristic is the role of state-regulated brokers in wholesale markets. Relying on data from a 
unique survey in Uttarakhand, a state in North India, we find that a majority of farmers self-select into long-
term relationships with brokers. These relationships allow some of the farmers to interlink credit and 
insurance markets to the agricultural output market. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01143.pdf  
 
The Quiet Revolution in Agrifood Value Chains in Asia, IFPRI, December 2011 
It seems that the role of rice as only a cheap staple food is being redefined. The off-farm share in the final 
consumer price increases from 27 percent to 35 percent to 48 percent for low-, medium-, and high-quality 
rice, respectively, and the increasing demand for higher quality is thus seemingly associated with a more 
important off-farm food sector as well as a transformed milling industry. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01141.pdf  
 
Media Articles: 
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Agriculture Still Vital to China, Xinhua News, December 29 
Scientific and technological advancement and transformation of the agriculture growth pattern will be the 
key and fundamental solutions to developing a modern agriculture, as environment and resources impose 
greater constraints, Minister of Agriculture Han Changfu said. The vice premier also highlighted the effective 
supply of farm produce, fiscal spending on infrastructure building, and farmers' livelihoods as the major fields 
on which the country will work next year. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2011-12/29/c_131332208.htm  

SEE ALSO: China's Agriculture-Related Fiscal Spending Surges This Year, Xinhua News, December 
25 
China's central government is stepping up fiscal spending on the development of agriculture and 
rural regions as well as on the improvement of farmers' livelihoods, in efforts to bridge gaps of 
wealth distribution and urban-rural development in the world's second largest economy. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2011-12/25/c_131326213.htm 

 
US Shells Out Record for Peanuts, Emiko Terazono, Financial Times, December 28 
Prices in 2011 have almost tripled in the US, while in Europe, the largest importer, they are up 60 percent as 
the global peanut industry, worth about $18.5bn a year, is hit by lower supplies in India, the second-largest 
producer, Argentina, a leading exporter, and the US. US production is set to be 12 percent lower this year. 
Peanuts need moisture in the soil when they are planted and while they are growing. 
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/33926884-2c9d-11e1-8cca-00144feabdc0.html 
 
Corn Surges on Argentine Crop Fears, Financial Times, December 28 
Corn prices touched a near six-week high, lifting other grain futures as a dry spell in Argentina threatened 
output in the world’s second-largest exporter. The dry conditions come as La Niña, the Pacific cooling 
phenomenon, returns for a second time this year, potentially upending South American weather patterns, and 
echo similar problems that crimped this year’s US corn crop.  
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/ccaf2c44-3172-11e1-aeec-00144feabdc0.html  
 
Brazil Bumps Britain to Become World's Sixth Largest Economy, Sara Miller Llana, Christian Science 
Monitor, December 27 
Brazil’s booming economy has been Latin America’s golden story for the past few years. It has turned into a 
commodities powerhouse. Coupled with its mining, manufacturing, and services sectors, Brazil is now the 
largest economy of the region. It is a major exporter of soybeans and iron ore, cars, and coffee. It has 
increasingly expanded trade with China, now its largest exporting partner ahead of the US. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/Latin-America-Monitor/2011/1227/Brazil-bumps-Britain-to-
become-world-s-sixth-largest-economy 
 
Food Grains for Food Security, Reuters, December 26 
The food security bill requires that 63 percent of the population will be supplied with grain at subsidized 
prices. That is possible only if the government procures an additional 35 mt. This diversion of grain to PDS 
will reduce the supply to the open market by more than one third. What is critical for food security is food 
production for which there are serious limitations. The per capita cultivable land is shrinking rapidly and 
unless new technologies, like biotechnology, are immediately introduced the country will face food shortage. 
http://blogs.reuters.com/india-expertzone/2011/12/26/food-grains-for-food-security/  

SEE ALSO: The Right to Rotting Food, Inefficiently Delivered, Wall Street Journal, December 26 
The more basic problem is that redistribution alone cannot solve hunger and other social ills in a 
country that still has the majority of its population living in poverty, however the poverty line is 
defined. To put it bluntly: A poor country cannot afford rich country-style social welfare. The fact is, a 
welfare state rose out of a prosperous economy, and not the other way around. 
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2011/12/26/economics-journal-the-right-to-rotting-food-
inefficiently-delivered/? 

 
Food Security and the WTO, Opinion, Karen Hansen-Kuhn, The Epoch Times, December 25 
Although the global economy has certainly changed since then, the WTO seems stuck on the same track. The 
WTO ministerial last week in Geneva unsurprisingly failed to change course, perhaps most visibly on the 
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issue of trade and food security. This tension between trade and food security has emerged as a key dividing 
line in international negotiations at the WTO. There are, however, ways to transcend this debate and make 
real progress in feeding hungry people and preserving the livelihoods of farmers. 
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n2/opinion/food-security-and-the-wto-164255.html  
 
Argentina Fences Off Land to Foreign Buyers, Shane Romig, Wall Street Journal, December 23 
The abundance of land coupled with high prices for farm products has fueled a buying spree by U.S., Chinese 
and Saudi Arabian companies. But fearing that her country might lose control of its fields, leftist President 
Cristina Kirchner used her majority in Congress to pass legislation that could put an end to the land grab by 
foreign investors. The Senate approved the bill late Thursday night by an overwhelming majority of 62-1.  
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204464404577117072741675152.html 
 
Pushing Up Frontiers of Agro Sector, Stanslous Ngosa, Times of Zambia, December 2011 
Agriculture marketing has been one of the key aspects that required attention from the government. Over the 
past years, there has been an increase in agricultural output but the sector continues to face constraints such 
as low productivity, over dependence on rain-fed agriculture, lack of appropriate and affordable breeding 
stock, low value addition, poor marketing and low investment. 
http://www.times.co.zm/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3790:pushing-up-frontiers-of-
agro-sector&catid=65:agro&Itemid=110  
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Cargill Comes to the Fore, Andrew Marshall, Stock & Land (Australia), December 28 
Cargill was the $US120 billion-a-year name behind two of 2011's big farm sector business deals - the buy-up 
of one-time national wheat trader AWB and a powerful joint venture meat processing deal with Queensland-
based Teys Brothers. This financial year Cargill expects to handle up to 8.5m tonnes of the Australian winter 
and summer grain crop (up from 2.5m last year), including about a third of the total wheat export task shared 
between 24 registered traders.  
http://sl.farmonline.com.au/news/nationalrural/agribusiness-and-general/finance/cargill-comes-to-the-
fore/2399163.aspx?storypage=0  
 
Hedge-Fund Millionaire Diggle Bets on Farmland, Netty Ismail, Bloomberg, December 28 
Diggle plans to transfer ownership of his farmland into a holding company, in which outside investors can 
hold shares, he said. Vulpes, which currently manages about $200 million, will own and operate the company. 
After buying farms in Uruguay and Illinois, as well as a kiwi-and-avocado orchard in New Zealand, he plans to 
pour money into Africa and eastern Europe as global food prices soar. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-28/hedge-fund-millionaire-diggle-to-offer-farms-introduce-life-
sciences-fund.html 
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