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Quote of the Week: - “Today, on behalf of the U.S. Government and the American people, | am announcing an
additional $113 million in emergency relief assistance for the Horn of Africa. This funding will support urgently
needed food, health, shelter, water and assistance needs. To date, the U.S. has provided approximately $870
million for relief purposes. Importantly, and even as we help to meet the emergency needs of the people of this
region, we are also investing in their long-term food security.” - President Barack Obama, The White House,
December 22

For more information:

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key
developments in real time.

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of
Global Food for Thought, can be found on the Initiative’s website:
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment.

- Toreceive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here.

- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here.

- Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

U.S. Foreign Aid Escapes Slashing Cuts in Fiscal 2012, Reuters, December 19

Foreign aid not related to war spending was cut by $2.2 billion from 2011. The budget for operational costs of
the State Department and related agencies was slashed $2.6 billion from last year, and operations at the U.S.
Agency for International Development (USAID) were cut by $258 million from 2011.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/19 /us-usa-aid-idUSTRE7BI1K020111219


http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
mailto:slee@thechicagocouncil.org?subject=Please%20Unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Global%20Food%20for%20Thought
http://www.twitter.com/globalagdev
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Agricultural-Development-Initiative/194692817221550
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/19/us-usa-aid-idUSTRE7BI1KO20111219

SEE ALSO: Foreign Aid Spared Drastic Cuts for 2012, Jim Lobe, IPS, December 16

Despite the budget cutting and anti-U.N. frenzy that seized Republican lawmakers over the past year,
U.S. foreign aid and support for multilateral institutions emerged in somewhat better shape than
many observers had expected.

http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=106245

SEE ALSO: Cutting U.S. Diplomacy Budget May Have Costs, Bloomberg, December 22

As part of the congressional $1 trillion dollar spending deal, the core international affairs budget was
cut by 9 percent, to $43.7 billion for 2012. This 9 percent cut will not completely shackle U.S.
diplomatic and development professionals -- but it won't make much of a dent in the $1.3 trillion
budget deficit, either.

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-22 /cutting-u-s-diplomacy-budget-may-have-costs-the-
ticker.html

“Energy-Smart” Food for People and Climate, FAO, December 2011
The aim of this paper is to discuss how the entire food sector, from the farmer’s field to the consumer’s plate,
can become more ‘energy-smart’. Becoming energy-smart will require a transformation along the food chain
that involves: 1) relying more on low-carbon energy systems and using energy more efficiently; 2)
strengthening the role of renewable energy within food systems; 3) providing greater access to modern
energy services for development, and at the same time supporting the achievement of national food security
and sustainable development goals.
http://www.fao.org/docrep/014/i2454e/i2454e00.pdf
SEE ALSO: UN Push to Conserve Land Using ‘Smart Farming’, Business Day, December 19
The study has found southern Africa to have been particularly plagued by high levels of soil
degradation and declining fertility that threaten agricultural productivity. These hazards are
expected to increase in frequency and severity, leading to the greater vulnerability of smallholder
farmers.
http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=161377

Moving Towards a Food-Secure Ghana, IPS, December 21

Thanks to an innovative farming system introduced by the government, people being allocated pieces of
unused farmland and are provided with farm inputs and the technical support to show them how to farm
correctly. Known as the Breadbasket Initiative, the government, with support from the Alliance for Green
Revolution in Africa, temporarily acquires unused land from individual landowners and makes it available to
mainly the country’s youth and women. So far it has proved a success. The first harvest from the initiative in
August almost doubled Northern Ghana’s maize and rice yields.
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=106272

The Speculative Scrum Driving up Food Prices, Guardian, December 20

Their first task would be to guarantee transparency and make public information previously shrouded in
secrecy - such as who holds the biggest stakes in global commodities. The second part of the speculation
solution hinges on a return to traditional position limits in commodities, limits enforced by international laws
geared to stop bankers, hedge funds and sovereign wealth funds from going long on the world's food supply
and, in effect, gambling on hunger.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/dec/20/speculative-scrum-driving-

food-prices

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Statement by the President on the Horn of Africa Famine, The White House, December 22

Today, on behalf of the U.S. Government and the American people, [ am announcing an additional $113
million in emergency relief assistance for the Horn of Africa. This funding will support urgently needed food,
health, shelter, water and assistance needs. To date, the U.S. has provided approximately $870 million for
relief purposes.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12 /22 /statement-president-horn-africa-famine
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http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-22/cutting-u-s-diplomacy-budget-may-have-costs-the-ticker.html
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SEE ALSO: Building Resilience in the Horn of Africa, Opinion, Nancy Lindborg, USAID Impact Blog,
December 19

While there is not a common accepted definition of resilience, building resilience generally involves
reducing the likelihood and severity of crises; building capacity to buffer or absorb shocks; creating
and enhancing communltles or famllles ablhty to respond and reducmg the impact of crises.

Instituting a National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security, White House, December 19
The US recognizes that promoting women's participation in conflict prevention, management, and resolution,
as well as in post conflict relief and recovery, advances peace, national security, economic and social
development, and international cooperation.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/19 /executive-order-instituting-national-action-plan-
women-peace-and-securit
SEE ALSO: Obama: Women Can Make World More Peaceful, Washington Times, December 19
The executive order directs the Defense and State departments and the U.S. Agency for International
Development to “accelerate, institutionalize, and better coordinate our efforts to advance women'’s
inclusion in peace negotiations, peace-building activities, and conflict prevention.” The White House
said the first report on these efforts will be due in 2015.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/dec/19 /obama-women-can-make-world-more-

peaceful

USDA Course Improves Training for Agricultural Development in Afghanistan, USDA Blog, December 20
The training is designed to meet the needs of all personnel—both military and civilian ~-who are supporting
the U.S. government’s agricultural strategy in Afghanistan. In a country where 80 percent of the population
depends on agriculture for their economic livelihood, agricultural revitalization is a major factor that will help
achieve overall stability and bring about a brlghter future for all Afghans.

fghanlstanz

UPCOMING EVENTS

Emerging Land Use Issues in African Agriculture: Impacts on Poverty Reduction and Food Policy

Date: January 12,2012

Location: Stanford, CA

Thom Jayne, Professor of International Development from Michigan State University will answer the
following questions: What are the trends in land access? How can smallholder farmers get higher value out of
scarce land and how does that relate to food and non-food markets? Smallholder vs. large enterprises in
Africa. Derek Byerlee, independent scholar and director of the 2009 World Development Report will provide
additional commentary.

http://foodsecurity.stanford.edu/events/emerging land issues in african agriculture impacts on povert

eduction and food policy/

World Future Energy Summit

Date: January 16 - 19,2012

Location: Abu Dhabi

World Future Energy Summit is the world’s foremost annual meeting committed to advancing future energy,
energy efficiency and clean technologies by engaging political, business, finance, academic and industry
leaders to drive innovation, business and investment opportunities in response to the growing need for
sustainable energy.

http://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com/

USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum
Date: February 23-24, 2012
Location: Arlington, VA


http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/12/building-resilience-in-the-horn-of-africa/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/19/executive-order-instituting-national-action-plan-women-peace-and-securit
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Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development;
conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning
farmers.

http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th - 15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http: //www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date: March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.

http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.ph

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Media Articles:

What's in Your Christmas Ham?, Opinion, U.S. Representative Louise Slaughter, Huffington Post, December 22
Nearly half of pigs on U.S. farms carry MRSA, a "super bug" that causes all kinds of tough-to-treat infections.
The rise of antibiotic resistant bacteria is a looming threat to public health on a global scale, and it is only
getting worse. It is time for Congress to stand with the World Health Organization and the National Academy
of Sciences, and do something to address the spread of drug-resistant bacteria. The American people deserve
no less.

33,000 Giant African Land Snails Captured in Miami as Agriculture Officials Battle Invasion, Huffington
Post, December 21

More than 33,000 giant African land snails have been captured since the invasive species began taking over
parts of the city and suburbs in September. One of the largest snails in the world, the giant African land snail
(or GALS, as the state calls them) can reach up to 8 inches in length and nearly 5 inches in diameter. The
nocturnal creepers are a menace to more than 500 crops, eat the stucco off of houses, and known to carry a
parasite charmingly called 'rat lungworm'.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/20/33000-giant-african-land-snails n 1162020.html?

Tom Vilsack Wants to Grow Some Respect for USDA, Joseph Williams, Politico, December 20

Organic farming advocates cried foul when the USDA announced that it would streamline the approval
process for GM crops. The investigative journalism website Truth-out.org reported that the Biotech Industry
Association, which represents genetically modified food producers, spent more than $8 million on lobbying
last year alone and has spent a total of more than $67 million trying to influence Congress since 2000. Vilsack,
however, believes those concerns are overstated because the environmental assessments are conducted by
lndependent contractors the USDA reviews the results and approval of the crops is far from guaranteed.

Nigeria's Cassava Conundrum, Guardian, December 19


http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rep-louise-slaughter/whats-in-your-christmas-h_b_1165298.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/20/33000-giant-african-land-snails_n_1162020.html
http://dyn.politico.com/printstory.cfm?uuid=EBDC2364-361F-4AC7-BEF9-2952F75594DB

Africa's most populous nation, once seen as the regional breakbasket, wants to curb chronic dependence on
foreign food by clamping down on rice and wheat imports and introducing a raft of financial incentives ahead
of next year's budget. The aim is to kick the sluggish agriculture sector into life. Cassava is being touted as a
potential source of food self-sufficiency for Nigeria.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/dec/19 /nigeria-cassava-conundr
um?

Millions of GM Moths Could Be Released to Combat Crop Pests, Telegraph (U.K.), December 15

A British company has proposed releasing a GM strain of the diamondback moth, which it has developed,
which would reduce the population of the vegetable-eating insects. Males carrying a lethal gene would be
released which would cause their offspring to die almost immediately. The subsequent fall in their numbers
could help increase yields for farmers.

ombat crop-pests. html

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE

Reports:

EU Accountability Report 2011 on Financing for Development, European Union, December 2011

The report assesses where the EU and its Member States stand in relation to their common commitments.
The Council expanded the monitoring mandate to the Commission accordingly to cover aid effectiveness, aid
for trade, good governance in tax matters and development and fast-start climate finance.
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid /how/accountability/eu-annual-accountability-reports/documents /working-

document-voll en.pdf

Country Ownership - Moving from Rhetoric to Action, InterAction, December 2011

The purpose of this paper is to provide some clarification by presenting InterAction’s definition along with an
outline of its core elements and recommendations for ensuring meaningful stakeholder participation in U.S.
government development processes.
http://www.interaction.org/document/interaction-policy-paper-country-ownership-moving-rhetoric-action

World Giving Index, Charities Aid Foundation, December 2011
Using data from Gallup’s Worldview World Poll CAF looked at three different types of charitable behaviour -
giving money, giving time and helping a stranger and used the results to produce the “World Giving Index”.
Australia and New Zealand topped the Index. The study also found that being happy is more of an influence
on giving money to charity than being wealthy.
https://www.cafonline.org/pdf/WorldGivingIndex28092010Print.pdf
SEE ALSO: UK Now 5th Most Charitable Country on the Planet, Guardian, December 20
The report shows that the worldwide increase in inclination to 'help a stranger’ is in part due to a
surge in the prevalence of this behavior in Asia - with south Asia registering the highest increase in
helplng a stranger at 16%.

Media Articles:

East Africa Famine: Minister says Aid Helps Protect UK, BBC, December 22

Aid sent to east Africa over Christmas will protect UK security as well as save lives, International
Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell has said. Britain is funding 9,000 tons of food and medical supplies
for the Horn of Africa, where millions remain in danger as a result of drought and famine.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16296849

US Peace Corps Cuts Honduras Role Amid Security Fears, BBC, December 22
The US Peace Corps is pulling out of Honduras amid concerns over rising violence linked to organized crime.
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The corps said it would withdraw its 158 volunteers from Honduras in January while it reviewed the security
situation. The Peace Corps has sent more than 200,000 Americans to serve in 139 countries since it was
founded in 1961.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-16300070

Politics Trump Hunger in North Korea, MSNBC, December 21

Some provisions of a food aid deal that was purportedly being discussed in Beijing surfaced in South Korean
press reports. The United States would provide 240,000 tons of high-protein biscuits and vitamins — 20,000
tons a month for a year, the reports said - targeting North Korea’s most vulnerable people — pregnant and
lactating women, children, and hospital patients. Nuland would not confirm these reports.
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/ news/2011/12/21/9597663-politics-trump-hunger-in-north-korea

SEE ALSO: North Koreans Will 'Die from Malnutrition within Months', Guardian, December 21
Aid groups warned that North Koreans would die from malnutrition within months unless donations
increased. The WFP launched an emergency programme in April, but has received less than a third of
the funding it needs.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world /2011 /dec/21 /north-korea-malnutrition-food-aid

SEE ALSO: North Korea’s Hunger, Steve Coll, New Yorker, December 22

Hunger cannot be an instrument of international diplomacy. The most pragmatic and humanitarian
step the Obama Administration can take to promote stability during North Korea’s political transition
is to deliver needed food to the country’s disenfranchised population—and as soon as is practical.
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/comment/2011/12 /north-korea-hunger.html

Bertini: Food Aid to North Korea Would Help Relationship, Hagstrom Report, December 20

The US should provide food aid to North Korea as part of an effort to build a new relationship with that
country after the death of its longtime leader, a former U.N. World Food Program executive director said. “I
think we have to be cautious, but it is the best opportunity in years for the U.S., South Korea, Japan, Russia and
the other members of the six-party talks to be active with the DPRK,” said Catherine Bertini, a former WFP
executive director who now teaches at Syracuse University and is a fellow at the Chicago Council on Global
Affairs.

Www.hagstromreport.com

The Sticky Challenge Facing Africa, Guardian, December 20

The vast majority of Ready-to-use therapeutic foods are produced in the US or Europe, bought by aid agencies
such as UNICEF, and transported great distances to reach those in need. But a small group of social
enterprises is questioning this business model, redesigning it with a more local footprint in mind. The current
breakdown of RUTF procurements leans towards Europe and North America.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/dec/20/therapeutic-food-famine-
relief-africa?

US$ 10 million IFAD Loan and Grant to Lesotho to Increase Agricultural Production by Small Farmers,
IFAD, December 19

The new project will support smallholder farmers and farmer groups to take advantage of opportunities to
increase agricultural productivity and diversify into market oriented agriculture. To help develop markets for
their outputs, the project will also support agriculture-related rural businesses.
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/2011/91.htm

Smart Aid In Jamaica, Editorial, VOA News, December 18

Aid to developing countries should be seen as an investment, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton recently
told a forum on aid effectiveness. Public-private partnerships will boost small enterprises, bring technology
to schools and improve sanitation and clean water in Jamaica.

http: //www.voanews.com/policy/editorials /Smart-Aid-In-Jamaica--135874203.html

Interview with Ritu Sharma, Washington Journal, December 18
Sharma discusses her group’s efforts to improve the lives of women worldwide, the role U.S. policy plays in
that effort, and the potential Impact of budget cuts to foreign aid.
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http://www.c-span.org/Events/Washington-Journal-Sunday-December-18/10737426393/

U.N. Seeks $447 Million for Yemen, Gulf Arabs Urged to Help More, Reuters, December 18

Yemen will need substantial humanitarian assistance over the next three to five years, especially for food,
health care, sanitation and clean water. The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees estimated that at the end of
November around 214,000 refugees and almost half a million internally displaced persons were in Yemen.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/18 /us-yemen-appeal-idUSTRE7BHOH020111218

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Reports:

Drinking Water: Equity, Safety and Sustainability, UNICEF, December 2011
Climate change is likely to lead to increased water stress, meaning that drinking water requirements will face
increasing demand from competing uses of water such as agriculture and industry. The combined effects of
climate change are likely to provide significant challenges in advancing progress towards the MDG water
target, which will have to be overcome by adaptation aimed at enhancing the resilience of systems and
services in line with plausible climate change scenarios.
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/JMP Report DrinkingWater 2011.pdf
SEE ALSO: UN Reports Improved Access to Safe Drinking Water, but Poorest Still Lagging, UN
News Center, December 20
Poor people in rural areas have the lowest access to safe drinking water, with the greatest burden in
collecting water falling to women and girls.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40799&

Media Articles:

Climate Conversations - How Farm Research is Helping Feed the World, AlertNet, December 22

While agricultural research has provided many solutions - from higher-yield staple food varieties to better
land and water management techniques - our world keeps changing. New challenges arise, faster and on a
larger scale than ever before. Demand for food is escalating, with almost 80 million more people to feed every
year. This is no easy task, given climate change and rising pressures on land, water and other natural
resources, which are making env1ronmentally sustamable food production harder than ever to achieve.

Code Red for Brazil's Forests, Opinion, Carter Roberts, Huffington Post, December 20

The revised Forest Code could have mind-boggling consequences. Tens of millions of acres of natural
vegetation in legal reserves could be cleared or not restored. As a result, tens of billions of metric tons of
carbon dioxide could either be emitted or not sequestered. This emissions increase would make it practically
impossible for Brazil to meet its international commitments to reduce levels of greenhouse gases, and would
expose Brazilians to greater risks from natural disasters.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/carter-roberts/code-red-for-brazils-fore b 1161293.html

EU Carbon Prices Jump, Wall Street Journal, December 20

The ETS is the EU's flagship tool to fight climate change by putting a price on carbon dioxide emissions and
capping their number. It aims to encourage companies to invest in clean technologies to reduce their
emissions in the long term, rather than buying more permits to emit more carbon dioxide. Critics, however,
have highlighted that the mechanism hasn't yet been able to push the carbon price high enough to be a trigger
for large green investment.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204791104577110440886460150.html

Durban: Progress for the Planet, Opinion, Rev. Jim Ball, Huffington Post, December 20
Agreeing to a process to create what sounds like legal mumbo jumbo doesn't sound like much. But it's
actually a significant accomplishment in a process that must come to fruition if it is ultimately to be


http://www.c-span.org/Events/Washington-Journal-Sunday-December-18/10737426393/
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meaningful. Clearly there is a tremendous amount of work left to be done. But internationally we now have a
path forward with the Durban Platform and the Green Climate Fund that gives the world a fighting chance.
Whether we will take that path remains to be seen.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-jim-ball/durban-progress-for-the-planet b 1150722.html

Photos: Climate Change Forces Farmers to Adapt, Huffington Post, December 18

While negotiators have been slow to incorporate agriculture into the climate change agenda, farmers across
the globe cannot afford to ignore the effects of rising temperatures and changing rainfall patterns to their
livelihoods. The accompanying photo series highlights some of the challenges, and describes ways farmers in
Africa, Asia and Latin America have adapted to climate change.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/18/climate-change-farmers-adapt n 1151707.html

All the Hot Air in China, Joseph Sternberg, Wall Street Journal, December 15

The optimistic strand of conventional wisdom holds that Beijing will one day be willing to sign on to limits on
carbon emissions. The theory is that China simply needs some more time as a heavy polluter to grow itself to
a level of prosperity where it can afford greener technologies. Cutting emissions is expensive. Then again,
Beijing is willing to invest billions of dollars in green technologies already.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203518404577095862175002188.html

Is Global Warming Really Harming Africa's Sahel Region?, Opinion, James Taylor, Forbes, December 14
The scientists reported in January 2007 in the peer-reviewed science journal Geology that Africa is
“experiencing an unusually prolonged period of stable, wet conditions in comparison to previous centuries of
the past millennium.” With so many studies and data indicating global warming is benefiting soil moisture,
plant growth and forest expansion in the Sahel region, Africa as a whole and globally, the new assertion that
global warming is causing a chmate crisis in the Sahel is speculatlve and controver51al at best

WOMEN & GIRLS

Media Articles:

Mobilizing the U.S. Government to Protect and Empower Women and Girls, Opinion, Donald Steinberg,
USAID Impact Blog, December 20

Unless women are present, issues like accountability for past abuses, psycho-social support for victims of
violence, restoration of health and educational systems, reintegration of displaced persons and refugees, and
trafﬁcklng in persons are often 1nadequately addressed.

Remarkable Partnership Helps Uganda Solve Food Security Issues, VOA News, December 14

Uganda has experienced steady economic growth compared to many other African nations. But the country is
experiencing something of a twofold, evolving food security crisis. A remarkable partnership between one
Ugandan community and a young American nurse is helping to overcome local food security problems.
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/east/Ugandan-Women-Offer-Hope-for-Food-Security-

135578098.html

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES
Media Articles:
Exchanges Aim for Northern Exposure, Wall Street Journal, December 23

The end of a 70-year-old government monopoly over the wheat trade in Canada, the world's fourth-largest
wheat exporter behind the U.S., Australia and Russia, has sparked a battle among CME Group Inc.,,
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Intercontinental Exchange Inc., and MGEX Inc. for the business of Canadian farmers and grain handlers.
Farmers under the old system could only sell their wheat to the Canadian Wheat Board. Now, under new
legislation that went into effect on Dec. 16, they can sell wheat to the market like farmers in the U.S.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203686204577114901763288524.html

WTO "Must Address" Food Security, IRIN News, December 23

Olivier de Schutter, UN Human Rights Council’s Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, says: “Food security
is the elephant in the room, which WTO must address”, pointing out that food import bills had soared by a
third for poor countries this year. Pascal Lamy, director-general of the WTO, on the other hand, believes food
security is central to the WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture, the world's first treaty aimed at improving market
access and reducing trade-distorting subsidies in agriculture and the Doha Round.
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94530

Is Indian Investment in Ethiopian Farms a 'Land Grab?' (VIDEO), Christian Science Monitor, December 23
The debate over Indian-owned Karuturi Global's investments in Ethiopia's Gambella region may sound
extreme, but it is representative of the strong emotions one finds across the developing world about the
subject of agricultural investment. Globally, about 45 million hectares of farmland were leased in 2009,
compared with a previous average rate of 4 million hectares a year. More than 70 percent of the deals were in
Afrlca most ofthem in Sudan, Mozamblque Liberia, Ethiopia, ngerla and Madagascar

grab -VIDEO

With Prices Soaring, Farmers Outside Traditional Regions of South Looking to Grow Peanuts,
Associated Press, December 23

Drought and strong prices could push more peanut production out of traditional regions and into states such
as Arkansas and Mississippi not known for growing the crop but with ample water to give it a try. The
abundant water sources in Arkansas from lakes, rivers and aquifers makes the state attractive for peanuts
and other crops. Still, growing peanuts is an adjustment for farmers, who must change their techniques to
harvest the bean, which grows underground.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/with-prices-soaring-farmers-outside-traditional-
regions-of-south-looking-to-grow-peanuts/2011/12 /23 /glQA7cb1CP story.html

Kenya Families Facing HIV and High Food Prices make Tough Choices on Who Gets Fed, Associated
Press, December 22

Prices for staple foods this year are almost twice as high as in 2009, the U.N.’s Food and Agriculture
Organization says. The rising prices and a dwindling of funds for HIV programs mean countless poor families
must decide whether to focus on the health of an HIV-positive adult or on a child’s hunger.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/kenya-families-facing-hiv-and-high-food-prices-make-tough-

choices-on-who-gets-fed/2011/12/22/gIQArN7zAP _story.html

Hong Kong Culls Chickens After Flu Resurfaces, Wall Street Journal, December 21

Hong Kong health authorities said they culled all 17,000 live poultry in a wholesale market Wednesday after a
dead chicken there tested positive for the H5N1 avian flu virus, the first new case since 2008. Hong Kong has
detected bird flu in poultry occasionally, but has had no major outbreaks since 1997, when the virus killed six
people and led to a slaughter of the territory's 1.5 million birds.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204552304577111683269655796.html

Tobacco Farming Negatively Impacts Zimbabwe's Indigenous Forests, VOA News, December 21
Zimbabwe’s indigenous forests are disappearing at an unprecedented rate. Thousands of new tobacco
farmers say they have to use wood to cure their crop because they cannot afford coal mined in western
Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe is the world’s third largest producer of tobacco - an export industry that is attracting
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Ethiopia Invests in Farmers to Achieve Country's Middle-Income Ambitions, Mark Tran, Guardian,
December 21

Ethiopia is devoting 17% of its budget to farming, well above the 10% commitment agreed by African
governments. In its ambitious growth and transformation plan, Ethiopia has set an overall target of at least
8.1% growth in agriculture between 2011 and 2015 as part of its goal to reach middle-income status by 2025.
It calls for more than doubling the production of key crops from 18.1m to 39.5m tons. Agriculture is key for
Ethlopla accountmg for 45% of economic output and employing about 80% of the populatlon

Trouble Brews in Colombia, Wall Street Journal, December 21

The fungus is known as roya, the Spanish word for "coffee rust." Encouraged by years of torrential rains, roya
has spread throughout Colombia, forcing farmers to pull out their plants and replace them with fungus-
resistant seedlings. The fungus has ruined what was supposed to be a good year for Colombia, the world's
second-largest producer of high-quality arabica coffee, the mild-flavored, hand-picked beans for which coffee
traders usually pay a premium.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204058404577110602462519074.html

Foreign Farm Buyers on Hold, Business Spector (Australia), December 21

Foreign investors have spent a record $12 billion buying up Australian farmland and agricultural businesses
over the past year, but have put off investing a further $14 billion until the outcome of a Senate inquiry in
March 2012. The influx of foreign funds has coincided in a turnaround in the fortunes of the sector over the
past 12 months. Some have called for a land registry of foreign investors.
http://www.businessspectator.com.au/bs.nsf/Article/Foreign-farm-buyers-on-hold-agribusiness-China-Sen-

pd20111221-PR7A5?0penDocument

China Proposes Lifting Vegetable Distribution Tax, Wall Street Journal, December 20

China's government is proposing to eliminate its value-added tax on the distribution of vegetables in its latest
effort to shield consumers from higher food prices. The proposal comes a year after Beijing launched a wide-
ranging government drive to increase food supplies. Improving the nation's agricultural production
distribution is part of that effort, officials say.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204879004577109462941868348.html

Food Security Bill: Good for Politics, Terrible for Economy, Wall Street Journal, December 19

The fate of the much-anticipated Food Security Bill, which will guarantee cheap food for India’s masses, is far
from sealed. But it already is scaring economists who see it as a huge financial burden on the government at
precisely the wrong time. To meet the requirements of the Food Security Bill, India will annually need 60
million to 61 million tons of grains to feed people who will be eligible for assistance under the program, up
from around 55 mllllon tons it needs now for state-run Welfare programs.

SEE ALSO Food Subsidy Bill to Test India’s Finances, Fmanczal Times, December 18

Providing cheap grain to more than 60 per cent of India’s 1.2bn population could increase the
country’s subsidy bill by about $6bn every year. The new legislation seeks to cover 75 per cent of the
rural population and 50 per cent of urban households. Each individual will have the right to 7kg of
highly subsidized grain. It will also provide hot meals to pregnant women and the elderly.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/39150398-29a0-11e1-a066-00144feabdc0.html

AGRIBUSINESS
Media Articles:

Saudi Dairy Giant Spends $83M On Argentina Farms, NPR, December 21

The acquisition will give Riyadh-based Almarai Co. control of roughly 30,000 acres of farmland in the South
American nation. Almarai said the deal is in line with the desert kingdom's policy of "securing supplies and
conserving local resources.”
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Farmers, Food Industry Challenge Dioxin Proposal, Des Moines Register, December 21

The proposed standard would not by itself trigger any regulations on farmers or food companies, but the
government could later recommend measures, including restrictions on the content of livestock feed, to
reduce the amount of dioxins that people could consume. The proposed limit is well below standards set by
the World Health Organization and the European Union, and it is only for preventing health problems other
than cancer.

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=2011312210066

US Food Groups Struggle with Costs, Financial Times, December 20

US food companies are continuing to grapple with high costs of raw ingredients, while the challenges of
passing on price increases are eating into profit margins. Commodities costs have come down from their
recent peaks, but food prices remain high.

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/190a1174-2b26-11e1-a9e4-00144feabdc0.html

Meat Giant Cargill Resumes Ground Turkey Production at Arkansas plant After Recalls, Associated
Press, December 19

An Arkansas meat processing plant that was linked to a salmonella outbreak this year is producing ground
turkey again, meat Giant Cargill Inc. said. The move comes after the Minnesota-based company improved
safety measures in response to the outbreak that left one person dead and prompted the recall of millions of
pounds of turkey.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/industries/meat-giant-cargill-resumes-ground-turkey-

production-at-arkansas-plant-after-salmonella-recalls /2011/12/19/gIQAMMsK50 story.html
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