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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS

House Easily Passes Spending Bill, Politico, December 16

As much as $11.2 billion from such war-related funds would now fall under the foreign aid program — an
increase over what Obama requested. Access to the contingency funds clearly helped negotiators to protect
other priorities, including $5.54 billion to fight AIDS overseas and a total Global Health program of $8.16
billion, up from current spending.

http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1211/70569.html
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SEE ALSO: FULL TEXT: Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2012, House Committee on Rules, December 16
http://rules.house.gov/Legislation/legislationDetails.aspx?NewsID=667

SEE ALSO: Highlights of $1T-plus year-end spending bill for Pentagon, Domestic and Disaster
Aid Programs, Washington Post, December 16

Highlights include: $518 billion for the Pentagon’s core budget, a 1 percent boost, excluding military
operations overseas; $115 billion for Pentagon war costs in Iraq and Afghanistan, $43 billion less
than 2011 costs; $53.3 billion for foreign aid and the State Department’s budget; $8.1 billion for
disaster aid.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/environment/highlights-of-1t-plus-year-end-spending-

bill-for-pentagon-domestic-and-disaster-aid-programs/2011/12/16/glQAY4PXyO story.html
SEE ALSO: Congress Pushes State Department Over Misused American Tear Gas In Spending
Bill, Huffington Post, December 15

Under terms laid out in the foreign operations portion of the spending bill, the State Department
would have 90 days to submit a report "detailing any crowd control items,”
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/15/spending-bill-egypt-tear-gas n 1152406.html

Alfred Nobel’s Legacy to Women, Opinion, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, New York Times, December 12

We must not forget that some of the most heinous crimes in war have been committed without explosives,
indeed, without the need for any particular weapon at all. Too often simple brute force has sufficed. Rape
remains one of the tested and most enduring weapons of war. I said this at the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony,
and [ would like to repeat here verbatim what I said three days ago in Oslo:
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12 /13 /opinion/Nobels-Legacy-to-Women-Johnson-Sirleaf.html

Why Deny Biotech to a Hungry Africa?, Matt Ridley, Wall Street Journal, December 10

More than 15 million farmers now plant GM crops on almost 370 million acres, boosting yields by 10% to
25%. Despite opponents' fears that the technology would poison people, spread superweeds and entrench
corporate monopolies, it's now clear that the new crops have reduced not only hunger but pesticide use,
carbon emissions, collateral damage to biodiversity and rain-forest destruction.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204770404577080264187783818.html

Safe Drinking Water: Giving Life, Health, and Hope, Opinion, U.S. Representative Earl Blumenauer,
Huffington Post, December 13

Water for the World Act of 2012 builds on current U.S. efforts to provide those in need with greater access to
clean water and sanitation. And in this period of tight budgets, it is important that the Water for the World Act
doesn't ask for any increase in funding, but rather improves the effectiveness, transparency and
accountability of international aid programs. Given the strains on federal resources and the depth of need, it
is essentlal that we are able to target our efforts more eff1c1ently

Investing in Health and Security, Opinion, Bill Frist, Politico, December 14

Foreign aid is less than 1 percent of our national budget, so cutting it would have a miniscule effect on our
deficit reduction. But it means the world to a mother whose child’s life we will save. For the hope of greater
peace on earth, investments in health and security could be the best bargain in town.

http: //www.politico.com /news/stories/1211/70476.html

Proven Programs Can Help Struggling Poor, U.S. Representative, Rosa DeLauro, RollCall, December 12

The federal government does play a hugely important role in alleviating poverty and inequality, and we
should do everything we can to support those efforts. That means not trying to balance the budget on the
backs of the most vulnerable. And it means making the proven federal investments — in SNAP, the child tax
credit and other programs — that create jobs, pull people out of poverty and strengthen the middle class.
http://www.rollcall.com/issues/57 72 /rosa delauro proven programs can help struggling poor-210955-
1.html

The Next, Next Global Superpowers: Why Africa Is Rising, Atlantic, December 15
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The African countries lurk near the bottom of our 180-country growth environment scores and need to make
a lot more progress across the board if they are to achieve their economic potential. Even small
improvements in the growth environment can have an enormous impact on a country's growth trajectory,
and we estimated that Nigeria's efforts had helped lift its growth rate by 2 percent.
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2011/12 /the-next-next-global-superpowers-why-africa-is-

rising/250025/

USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah Urges Journalists to Help Tell the Story of USAID Helping the World's
Poorest, Global Post, December 9

Journalists have a responsibility to cover important world issues and stories, urged Dr. Rajiv Shah,
Administrator of USAID. Analysts predict that Global Health Initiative will most likely only received a third of
the funding originally pledged. Annual funding for HIV/AIDS programs worldwide fell to $15 billion in 2010
from $15.9 billion in 2009.

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/health/111209 /rajiv-shah-speaks-about-global-health-at-
harvard

Doubling Down on the Challenge of Feeding the World at Mid-Century, Opinion, Gebisa Ejeta and Joachim
von Braun, Global Agricultural Development Initiative, The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, December 15

Let us begin by following the science. It is an essential key to progress in reducing poverty and hunger, and
responding to the immense global food security challenges of this century. Investing in agricultural research
and development is our best hope for creating a healthy food system - and a healthy planet - for the next
billion.

http: //www.thechicagocouncil.org/UserFiles/File/GlobalAgDevelopment/Misc/Commentary GEjeta%20 [V

Braun.pdf

Interview with Jason Clay and Sandra Postel: As Global Population Grows, Water Matters More, NPR,
December 12

Clean, fresh water is an essential element to life — not only do people and animals depend on it, but it also
sustains many businesses and agriculture. The majority of the fresh water used worldwide goes to irrigation,
and the need is expected to rise with the growing global population.
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/12/143587133/as-global-population-grows-water-matters-more

Interview with Dr. Bob Thompson on Food Prices and Political Instability, Green State TV, December
2011

Dr. Bob Thompson, visiting scholar at Johns Hopkins' School of Advanced International Studies, discusses the
impact of food prices on political instability and the need for dramatic increases in agricultural production to
keep up with population growth.

http://greenstate.tv/episodes/detail /food-prices-and-political-instability-with-bob-thompson

RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Secretary Hillary Clinton’s Remarks at the International Engagement Conference for South Sudan, U.S.
State Department. December 14

As we help South Sudan diversify its economy, we are especially focused on agriculture. Although its soil is
fertile enough to be one of Africa’s breadbaskets, most of South Sudan’s food is imported. USAID has launched
a major set of agricultural initiatives to change that—including a groundbreaking effort to provide loans to
South Sudan’s farmers. We also seek to partner with the private sector, which can provide advanced seeds
and other technology that will help South Sudan’s farmer increase their yields.
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/12/178833.htm

SEE ALSO: FACT SHEET: Supporting South Sudan’s Vision for the Future, The White House,
December 15

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/12/15 /fact-sheet-supporting-south-sudan-s-
vision-future
SEE ALSO: Joint Statement by the United States and the Republic of South Sudan, The White
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House, December 15
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office /2011 /12 /15 /joint-statement-united-states-and-
republic-south-sudan-international-eng

SEE ALSO: Clinton Urges ‘Intensive Care’ for Independent South Sudan, Bloomberg, December 14
Clinton called on the government of South Sudan to “manage its oil sector responsibly” so as not to
“leave your people hardly better off than when you started.”
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-12-15/clinton-urges-intensive-care-for-independent-

south-sudan-1-.html

“We Can’t Wait” to Improve Infrastructure”, Opinion, Agricultural Secretary Tom Vilsack, USDA, December
15
$150 million will go to critical projects in rural areas. Investments will help boost economic development and
make rural communities more attractive for businesses. Especially in rural areas, our transportation systems
have gone too long without repair. By improving our bridges, transit, freight, and ports, we’ll support
agriculture jobs and make trucking of goods faster and more efficient for our farmers and ranchers.
http://blogs.usda.gov/2011/12/15/%E2%80%9Cwe-can%E2%80%99t-wait%E2%80%9D-to-improve-
infrastructure/
SEE ALSO: Secretary LaHood Announces Funding for 46 Innovative Transportation Projects
Through Third Round of Popular TIGER Program, Department of Transportation
http://www.dot.gov/affairs /2011 /dot16511a.html

Guatemala Media Tour Puts a Face on the Global Fight Against Hunger, Opinion, Ertharin Cousin, U.S.
State Department Blog, December 15

The chronic malnutrition rate for children under five in Guatemala is 49.8 percent, the highest in Latin
America, and the fourth highest in the world. It increases to 66 percent in the indigenous communities.
Chronic malnutrition in young children stunts growth, both physical and mental, and has irreversible
consequences on health, education and productivity.
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/guatemala media tour hunger

USDA Unveils New Online Food Safety Tool For Farmers, Huffington Post, December 15

USDA has unveiled a free online tool aimed at helping farmers lower their risk of contamination on the farm
by generating customized food safety plans. The new tool was developed with consultation from small and
large farmers. It lets users input details about how they grow and handle fruits and vegetables. Then, it offers
suggestions for how farms can create food safety plans and prepare to be audited.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com /huff-wires/20111215 /us-online-food-safety/

International Engagement Conference for South Sudan, Opinion, U.S. Representative, Michael E. Capuano,
USAID Impact Blog, December 14

South Sudan was born a proud new country, but one in need of assistance to ensure its success. International
attention to South Sudan is critical at this time. South Sudan’s independence has ushered in a hopeful
transformation and we cannot afford to let this moment pass us by.

http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/12 /international-engagement-conference-for-south-sudan/

Protecting Refugees From Gender-Based Violence, Opinion, David Robinson, DipNote, December 14
Displaced women and children are especially vulnerable to gender-based violence. They face violence and
abuse not only when fleeing conflict, but also once they reach places of refuge. Without legal status or the
protection of any government, stateless women and girls are also vulnerable to exploitation and abuse,
including trafficking in persons.

http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/protecting refugees

Women Combating Climate Change, Opinion, Eric Postel, USAID Impact Blog, December 13

Involving local communities in the conservation efforts of course includes incorporating women into all
aspects of the program - from design to implementation. While USAID has decades of experience in such
community-based programming, it's important that we keep listening to other practitioners and affected
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peoples so that we continuously improve.

http://blog.usaid.gov/2011/12 /women-combating-climate-change/
SEE ALSO: Getting Redd+ Right for Women: An Analysis of the Barriers and Opportunities for
Women'’s Participation in the REDD+ Sector in Asia, USAID, September 2011
This study aimed to provide recommendations on how future REDD+ initiatives in Asia can
successfully integrate gender into REDD+ projects to ensure the effectiveness and sustainability of
USAID‘s REDD+ work and that USAID assistance makes the optimal contribution to gender equality.
http://www.usaid.gov/our work/cross-

cutting programs/wid/pubs/Gender REDD+ Asia Regional Analysis.pdf

Sen. Lugar: Biotechnology, Wise Policies Needed to Help Feed the World, Agri-Pulse, December 13
While noting that meeting the world’s future food needs is a “complex undertaking,” Sen. Dick Lugar, said
during a speech at the New America Foundation that the task will require technological advances as well as
wise government policies. Lugar said that an “absolutely necessary ingredient to any sustainable increase in
food production is raising crop yields.”

http://www.agri-pulse.com/Lugar Feeding World 12132011.asp

Infographic: Saving 5 Million Children by 2015, USAID, December 2011

Under President Obama’s Global Health Initiative, USAID will work with other global leaders in child health to
help save 5 million children between 2010 and 2015.
http://50.usaid.gov/infographic-saving-5-million-children-by-2015

UPCOMING EVENTS

How do Practices, Value Chains and Trade Need to be Transformed?

Date: December 14-15, 2011

Location: London, UK

This conference will gather business leaders and representatives from the private sector, governments,
multilateral agencies, and non-governmental organizations to examine changing agricultural investment
patterns, highlighting international policy developments and business approaches to coping with
environmental shocks and stresses presented by climate change and global population growth.
http://www.chathamhouse.org/food2011

2011 European Development Days Forum

Date: December 15-16, 2011

Location: Warsaw, Poland

This year, the EDDs will focus on development and democracy in the wake of the recent Arab Spring events
and the proposals of the European Commission for a new EU development policy.
http://www.eudevdays.eu

World Future Energy Summit

Date: January 16 - 19, 2012

Location: Abu Dhabi

World Future Energy Summit is the world’s foremost annual meeting committed to advancing future energy,
energy efficiency and clean technologies by engaging political, business, finance, academic and industry
leaders to drive innovation, business and investment opportunities in response to the growing need for
sustainable energy.

http://www.worldfutureenergysummit.com

USDA's 2012 Ag Outlook Forum

Date: February 23-24, 2012

Location: Arlington, VA

Twenty-five breakout sessions with more than 80 speakers will focus on a broad range of topical issues
related to agriculture and global food security; foreign trade, financial markets, and economic development;
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conservation; energy; climate change; food safety; food hubs; and Cooperative Extension and beginning
farmers.
http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/

World Biofuels Markets

Date: March 13th - 15th, 2012

Location: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Over 250 biofuels thought leaders will shared their experiences and expertise on all aspects of the biofuels
value chain during three days of interactive conference sessions.

http: //www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/

Jobs, Food & Farming

Date: March 19-21, 2012

Location: Accra, Ghana

The conference will critically examine, from both research and policy perspectives: 1) Dominant and
alternative framings and narratives, and recent empirical data, relating to how young people engage with the
agri-food sector in Africa; 2) The dynamics of change in different components of the agri-food sector and the
implications of these dynamics for young people; 3) The implications for young people of alternative policy
approaches to the development of the agri-food sector.

http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.ph

AGRICULTURAL ISSUES

Reports:

Biotechnology and U.S. Crop Yield Trends, Ohio State University, December 7
Biotechnology varieties first became available for commercial use in the U.S. in 1996. By 2011, they accounted
for 88%, 90%, and 94% of the acres planted to corn, upland cotton, and soybeans, respectively. For other
crops, adoption of biotech varieties has been limited or nonexistent. This article compares the trend in U.S.
average yield since 1995 with the trend that existed from 1940 through 1995, a period that predates
commercial biotech varieties for 14 crops.
http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/publications/Zulauf%20and%20Hertzog%20-
%20Biotech%20and%20Yield%20Trend.pdf
SEE ALSO: Biotechnology Could Contribute to Field Crop Yield Trends, Corn and Soybean Digest,
December 13
While not entirely explaining increased yields for corn and soybeans over the past 15 years,
Professor Carl Zulauf said statistical evidence on linear yield trends shows biotechnology could play
arole. He studied yield trends for corn, soybeans and upland cotton, three crops most widely
associated with the adoption of biotechnology.
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/seed/biotechnology-could-contribute-field-crop-yield-trends

Agricultural Growth, Poverty, and Nutrition Linkages in Malawi, IFPRI, December 2011

While economic growth is generally acknowledged as a necessary precondition for reducing poverty,
relatively little is known about how growth and nutrition are related. This brief explores diverse poverty and
nutritional outcomes of recent maize-led growth in Malawi and considers outcomes under two plausible
future growth scenarios.

http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files /publications/masspn8.pdf

Could Low Adoption of Modern Maize Varieties in Malawi be Explained by Farmers’ Interest in
Diverse Seed Characteristics?, IFPRI, December 2011

This policy brief draws on key findings from a recent study by Lunduka, Fisher, and Snapp (2011) in which
factors that influence the decisions of Malawian smallholder farmers to grow modern maize varieties

were examined.
http://www.ifpri.or

ublication/could-low-adoption-modern-maize-varieties-malawi-be-explained-



http://www.usda.gov/oce/forum/
http://www.worldbiofuelsmarkets.com/
http://www.future-agricultures.org/index.php
http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/publications/Zulauf%20and%20Hertzog%20-%20Biotech%20and%20Yield%20Trend.pdf
http://aede.osu.edu/sites/drupal-aede.web/files/publications/Zulauf%20and%20Hertzog%20-%20Biotech%20and%20Yield%20Trend.pdf
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/seed/biotechnology-could-contribute-field-crop-yield-trends
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/masspn8.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/could-low-adoption-modern-maize-varieties-malawi-be-explained-farmers-interest-diverse-s

farmers-interest-diverse-s

Media Articles:

Progress Happens, Opinion, David Bornstein, New York Times, December 15

Looking back at some of the stories we’ve covered over the past year, I've found that a number of groups have
made substantial gains even during this tough economic period. I wrote about Root Capital, an organization
that supplies credit to small-scale agricultural producers in poor parts of the world. In 2010, the organization
disbursed $80 million in loans. This year, it disbursed $120 million: 50 percent more. It now finances farmer-
owned businesses that support 220,000 producers, extending benefits to roughly a million people.
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/15 /news-flash-progress-happens/

Afghanistan’s Agricultural Extension a Key to Economic Stability, Farm Press, December 14

The University of California, Davis, has received $14 million from the USDA to lead a consortium of
universities that will help Afghanistan strengthen its agricultural extension system and stabilize its
agriculture-based economy. The newly funded consortium will link Afghanistan’s agriculture ministry with
local university faculty, vocational schools, and the private sector.
http://westernfarmpress.com/government/afghanistan-s-agricultural-extension-key-economic-stabili

Could Thinking Small be the Next Big Thing in Agricultural Development?, Alina Paul-Bossuet, Guardian,
December 14

Given that most smallholder farmers do not reach their maximum yield potential - in Africa, yields are only
20% of their potential and could be increased as much as threefold if farmers had access to existing
technologies - could the widescale success of shampoos be translated to agricultural development? Solving
the current food crisis could be about new marketing or dissemination approaches that give smallholder
farmers better access to existing solutions.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/dec/14/mini-pack-revolution-

agricultural-development

U.S. Agriculture Budget Should Cut Nutrition More, Conaway Says, Whitney McFerron, Bloomberg,
December 14

Government programs including food stamps and school lunches may need to be cut further as lawmakers
attempt to rein in spending and trim the federal deficit, U.S. Representative Mike Conaway said. A current
farm bill proposal includes $4 billion in cuts to nutrition-assistance programs over 10 years, compared with
$15 billion in reductions to commodity programs including direct payments to farmers, Conaway said.
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2011-12-14 /u-s-agriculture-budget-should-cut-nutrition-more-
conaway-says.html

The Middle Class Buys More Fast Food than the Poor. Surprised?, Christian Science Monitor, December 14
A new study to be published in the Journal for Population Health Management reveals the dirty little secret of
the American middle class: It's not cash-strapped Americans who are devouring the most Big Macs and
Whoppers, it’s us! A household earning $60,000 a year eats the most fast food, and one bringing in $80,000 is
actually more likely to have it their way than one with $30,000.
http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/The-Simple-Dollar/2011/1214/The-middle-class-buys-more-fast-

food-than-the-poor.-Surprised

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE

Reports:

The Politics of Partnership: How Donors Manage Risk While Letting Recipients Lead Their Own
Development, Oxfam, December 13

This paper provides recommendations for the US government as it continues grappling with ways of
improving foreign aid, taking lessons from successful donor partnerships with recipient countries. The
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underlying field research comes from Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Malawi, and Tanzania. Our research findings
suggest that aid works best through genuine partnerships, partnerships that truly support the visions and
efforts of people and their governments.
http://www.oxfamamerica.org/files /politics-of-partnership-lowres.pdf
SEE ALSO: Innovative Smallholder Farming in Rwanda - in Pictures, Guardian, December 13
By investing in smallholder agriculture, the Rwandan government has helped farmers improve
productivity, increasing food availability at a time when other east African countries are dealing with
the consequences of rising food prices.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/gallery/2011/dec/13 /rwanda-innovative-

smallholder-farming-in-pictures?

Consolidated Appeals Process: Humanitarian Appeal 2012 for Somalia, OCHA, December 13
The comprehensive appeal aims to build the resilience that is necessary for households to withstand future
droughts and other shocks, thereby reducing dependency on humanitarian assistance.
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/AppealsFunding/CAP2012 /tabid /7602 /language/en-US/Default.aspx
SEE ALSO: UN Launches Annual $1.5 Billion Appeal for Somalia, VOA News, December 13
The UN is asking global donors for $1.5 billion to fund 350 projects operated by 148 humanitarian
organizations. These include U.N. agencies as well as national and international aid groups.
http://www.voanews.com/english /news/africa/UN-Annual-Appeal-15-Billion-for-Somalia-
135511003.html

Financing Global Health 2011, University of Washington, December 2011
The report offers a comprehensive view of trends in public and private financing of health assistance with
preliminary estimates for health financing in the most recent years. We detail the trends in spending on
health by developing countries and examine how DAH affects that spending.
http://www.healthmetricsandevaluation.org/sites/default/files/policy report/2011/FGH 2011 overview [
HME.pdf
SEE ALSO: Global Health Aid Continues to Grow — but More Slowly — During Recession, David
Brown, Washington Post, December 14
Spending to improve health in developing countries has continued to grow during the three-year
economic downturn, although at only half the blistering pace it did a decade ago.
http: //www.washingtonpost.com/national /health-science/global-health-aid-continues-to
but-more-slowly--during-recession/2011/12/14/glQALdjquO story.html
SEE ALSO: Donor Governments Stop Short of Crossing the ‘Finish Line’ in Global Health, The
Hill, December 12
Many are quick to cite the global financial crisis as a justification for these cuts. This perspective
ignores an immutable reality - diseases of poverty rob millions of health, hope, and prosperity,
prevent global economic development, and will not simply go away. We have made huge progress
over the last decade but will not reach the finish line without urgent action.
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/198733-donor-governments-stop-short-of-

crossing-the-finish-line-in-global-health

S
B

Media Articles:

We Need a President Committed to Global Leadership, Opinion, General Anthony Zinni, Union Leader,
December 15

Yet despite the many successes of our international affairs programs, some in Washington want to turn away
from global leadership. In my opinion, that would be shortsighted and dangerous. That is why the citizens of
New Hampshire must call on all the candidates for President of the United States — President Obama and his
potential GOP opponents — to embrace a smart power strategy that invests in America’s global leadership.
http://www.unionleader.com/article/20111215/LOCALVOICES/712159993

US, North Korea to Discuss New American Food Aid, David Gollust, VOA News, December 14
The State Department says a team led by Robert King, U.S. special envoy for North Korean human rights
issues, will meet North Korean officials in Beijing on terms for the possible re-start of food aid to Pyongyang
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after a break of more than two and a half years. The talks will focus on guarantees, sought by the US, that U.S.
assistance will go only to North Koreans truly in need.
http://www.voanews.com/english /news/asia/US-North-Korea-to-Discuss-New-American-Food-Aid-

135606798.html
SEE ALSO: US and North Korea Hold Food Aid Talks in Beijing, Christopher Bodeen, ABC News,
December 15
North Korea has suffered chronic food shortages for the past two decades because of a combination
of economic and agricultural mismanagement and natural disasters. It suffered a famine in the 1990s
that killed hundreds of thousands of people.
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/us-north-korea-hold-food-aid-talks-beijing-
15159618#.TuotcFYzeW8

U.S. Lawmakers Freeze $700 Million to Pakistan, Ties Strained, Reuters, December 13

A U.S. Congressional panel has frozen $700 million in aid to Pakistan until it gives assurances it is helping
fight the spread of homemade bombs in the region, a move one Pakistani senator called unwise and likely to
strain ties further. The US has allocated some $20 billion in security and economic aid to Pakistan since 2001.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12/13 /us-pakistan-usa-idUSTRE7BC0QI20111213

U.S. Foreign Aid is a Small Expenditure that Yields a Huge Return, Susan Chandler and Carole Peterson,
Star Advertiser, December 13

According to an Afghan government survey released last month, far fewer women are dying in childbirth and
many more babies and children are surviving the early days and years of life. That's the kind of progress
worth investing in because it helps build peace and stability.
http://www.staradvertiser.com/s?action=login&f=y&id=135490373

Developing World Leads the Way in Global Aid, Claire Provost, Guardian, December 13

While the traditional giants of foreign aid, including the US and UK, continue to sweat under the weight of
pessimistic economic forecasts and domestic pressures to rein in public spending, many developing countries
are experiencing unprecedented growth. According to the UN, "non-traditional donors" including Saudi
Arabla Turkey, BraZII China, Kuwait and the UAE contributed roughly a thlrd of new funding for Somalia.

The Somali Famine, Despair and Resilience, Opinion, Sadia Ali Aden, Huffington Post, December 13

It goes without saying that this human tragedy did not develop overnight. The prolonged drought,
unrelenting instability and the ever-present external interferences have created the right condition for the
famine. The irony is that agricultural regions that were the bread basket of the nation are now suffering the
worst impact of the famine, thus causing food prices to skyrocket in certain markets across the South.

http: //www.huffingtonpost.com/sadia-ali-aden/somalia-famine b 1146312.html

West Africa Still Has Time to Avoid 2012 Food Crisis, Scott Baldauf, Christian Science Monitor, December 12
Africa looks like it might be hit once more by a food crisis, this time in the arid Sahel region of Western Africa.
But the good news is that the world’s Famine Early Warning System is giving West African countries and
donor nations a period of time to prepare. Early reports suggest that as many as 6 million people in Niger and
2.9 mllhon people in Mall live in Vulnerable areas.

2012 food-crisis

In Iraq, U.S. Shifts to a Large, New Footprint, Nathan Hodge, Wall Street Journal, December 10

The State Department will command four major diplomatic centers and seven other facilities, a total of 11
sites around the country. The tab will be around $3.8 billion for the first year, far above the operating cost of
any other U.S. diplomatic mission—but far lower than the more than $40 billion in U.S. spending budgeted for
fiscal 2011 in Iragq.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204319004577088804024140494.html?

Expanding the Fight Against AIDS, Editorial, New York Times, December 9
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President Obama set a goal to provide drug therapy to six million infected people by the end of 2013, up from
less than four million currently. That goal would include boosting the number of infected pregnant women
given drugs to prevent transmission to their newborns to 1.5 million, up from 600,000 today. The
investments here and abroad should pay off in the long run by reducing the number of people infected and
easing the severity of illnesses.

ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)

Media Articles:

Loophole Inserted in Climate Accord Augurs U.S.-China Clash, Bloomberg, December 15

India’s Natarajan accused rich nations of trying to set conditions that would rob poorer economies of their
right to develop along the same lines as industrialized countries in prior centuries. Chinese envoy Xie
Zhenhua painted industrialized nations as hypocrites for making demands on poor countries while failing to
meet thelr own pledges to reduce emissions.

Jerry Brown Leads Climate Change Conference At The California Academy Of Sciences, Jason Dearen,
Huffington Post, December 15

The UN'’s top climate official joined California Gov. Jerry Brown on to call for renewed efforts in the state to
more quickly adapt to the risks that extreme weather and a rising sea pose to agriculture and the coastline.
Brown organized the conference, he said, to urge people to "wake up"” to extreme weather patterns caused by
manmade global warming that he said are already causing damage, and to start thinking about what
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/15/jerry-brown-climate-change n 1151769.html

Global Warming Wash Out: The Kyoto Protocol Can Now Be Ignored for Another Five Years, Editorial,
Wall Street Journal, December 14

What emerged was an agreement of sorts to extend the Protocol, never ratified by the U.S., to 2017. Yet Russia
and Japan have said they'll ignore the extension, Australia is wavering, and Canada said it is quitting Kyoto
entirely. This pretty much makes the Durban extension an "agreement” Europe has made with itself.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203518404577094081344492356.html

Climate Talks in Durban Yield Limited Agreement, John Broder, New York Times, December 11

The deal on a future treaty renews the Kyoto Protocol for several more years. But it also begins a process for
replacing the Kyoto agreement with something that treats all countries - including the economic
powerhouses China, India and Brazil - equally. The delegates agreed on the creation of a fund to help poor
countries adapt to climate change - though the precise sources of the money have yet to be determined - and
to measures 1nvolv1ng the preservation of troplcal forests and the development of clean-energy technology.

emissions- treaty html

Canada to Withdraw From Kyoto Protocol, BBC News, December 13

Peter Kent said the protocol "does not represent a way forward for Canada" and the country would face
crippling fines for failing to meet its targets. The move, which is legal and was expected, makes it the first
nation to pull out of the global treaty.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-16151310

Durban Wrap-up?, Opinion, Carl Pope, Huffington Post, December 13

Looking back, the Durban Climate Conference, I think, can best be summed up "the world lived to fight
another day." Climate diplomacy neither broke through nor completely broke down. The US hid behind
China; India hid behind the US. China, seemingly more skilled at these things, managed to hide behind itself.
All three governments ignored what they know about the urgency of the problem.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/carl-pope/durban-climate-talks b 1144798.html
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Climate Deal Seen as Possible Turning Point, Coral Davenport, National Journal, December 12

The global climate-change deal reached in Durban could help break a long-standing impasse on climate policy
in Washington in the coming years. In terms of advancing toward the goal of a major new international
climate treaty, the Durban deal did little more than inch along. Essentially, UN negotiators simply sketched
out, in broad terms the contours and steps toward a climate treaty to be 51gned in 2015 and enacted by 2020.

Global Warming and Adaptability, Opinion, Bjorn Lomborg, Wall Street Journal, December 12

The Durban agreement is being hailed as a diplomatic victory. Yet it essentially concedes defeat. For nearly 20
years, the international community has tried to negotiate commitments to carbon cuts, with almost nothing to
show for it. The climate will continue changing throughout this century. And we do need to fix carbon
emissions smartly through technological innovation.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203413304577086361984880468.html

WOMEN & GIRLS

Reports:

Essential Interventions, Commodities and Guidelines for Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child
Health, WHO, December 2011

Poor maternal, newborn and child health remain a significant problem in developing countries. Worldwide,
358 000 women die during pregnancy and childbirth every year and an estimated 7.6 million children die
under the age of five. The majority of maternal deaths occur during or immediately after childbirth. The
highest maternal, neonatal and under five mortallty rates are in sub- Saharan Africa and in Southern Asia.

SEE ALSO Saving Lives of Women and Children, VOA News, December 15

The study states, “A child’s greatest risk of dying is during the first 28 days of life, accounting for 40
percent of all deaths among children under the age of 5” half of those deaths occur within the first 24
hours after being born.

http://www.voanews.com/english /news/africa/decapua-who-maternal-health-15dec11-
135673073.html

Media Articles:

Africa’s Abortion Wars, Alexis Okeowo, New York Times, December 15

Abortion is legal only in Cape Verde and South Africa. And the number of unsafe abortions on the continent is
staggeringly high: every year, there are over six million unsafe abortions conducted in Africa, and about
30,000 women die from the procedure. Unsafe abortions are among the leading causes of death for women
admitted to hospitals around much of the continent. The solution to this problem is clear.
http://latitude.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/15/africas-abortion-wars/?

South Sudan: Engage Women from the Start, Pravda, December 14

The women of Southern Sudan have urged the authorities of the world's newest member state to involve
women in all levels of governance from the beginning, countering trends for societies in conflict to rely on
male elites and then repeat the cycles. Being the most effective way to protect human rights and take care of
the most vulnerable, the role of women in building new societies from periods of upheaval and conflict is
obvious, but so often overlooked.

http://english.pravda.ru/world/africa/14-12-2011/119972-south sudan women-0/

Closing Gender Gap Seen Key in Food Security Fight, Reuters, December 14

A policy aimed at ensuring future security of food supplies must centre around the world's 500 million
smallholder producers, many of whom are women who farm less than two hectares of land, a leading United
Nations official said. David Nabarro said the food security challenge was about ensuring access as well as
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expanding production over the coming years.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/12 /14 /food-security-chatham-idUSL6E7NE5BS20111214

3 Women'’s Rights Leaders Accept Nobel Peace Prize, New York Times, December 11

In a ceremony in Oslo that repeatedly invoked gender equality and the democratic strivings of the Arab
Spring, the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize was presented to three female activists and political leaders on Saturday
for ‘their nonv1olent struggle for the safety ofwomen and for women'’s rights” as peacemakers.

SEE ALSO Remarks by Ellen Johnson Slrleaf
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/peace/laureates/2011/johnson sirleaf-lecture en.html

SEE ALSO: Remarks by Tawakkol Karman

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/peace/laureates/2011/karman-lecture en.html
SEE ALSO: Remarks by Leymah Gbowee

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/peace/laureates/2011/gbowee-lecture en.html

Water Shortages Impede Hygiene for Nepalese Women, Teresa Rehman, Alertnet, December 13

When water is in short supply, sanitation and hygiene tend to take a back seat. This is felt acutely by women
who are subjected to chhaupadi pratha, a centuries-old custom of banishing Nepali women and girls from
home for three nights while they are menstruating, as well as during and after childbirth, because they are
considered impure.
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/water-shortages-impede-hygiene-for-nepalese-women

MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES

Media Articles:

Texas Drought Leads to State’s Biggest Decline in Cow Numbers, Could Mean Higher Beef Prices,
Associated Press, December 16

The worst drought has led to the largest-ever one-year decline in the leading cattle-state’s cow herd. The
drought has caused an estimated $5.2 billion in losses to farmers and livestock producers. Nationally, the
number of cows has dropped by an estimated 617,000 this year, a 2 percent decline from the 30.9 million
animals on Jan. 1.

COW- numbers could-mean-higher-beef-prices/2011/12/16/g1QA9bZax0 story.html

U.S., China Embroiled in Trade Spat Over Chicken Feet, Washington Post, December 16

In China, those same feet are a popular crunchy snack, typically cooked and marinated, and often washed
down with a beer. And so, a few years ago, a kind of trade synergy began, with the United States shipping to
China all those otherwise worthless chicken feet. The trade grew rapidly, from virtually nothing a decade ago
to 377,805 metric tons worth $278 million in 2009 Then suddenly last year, it all went awry.

feet/2011/12/13/EIOASDhIXO story.html

Land Dispute in China Town Sparks Revolt, Wall Street Journal, December 15
The siege in the prosperous province is one of the most serious recent examples of mass unrest in China,
much of it due to local officials misappropriating farmland and selling it to property developers at an
enormous profit that farmers never see. Illegal land seizures—often for golf courses, luxury villas and
hotels—are seen by many Chinese and foreign experts as the single biggest threat to the Communist Party as
it struggles to maintain legitimacy in a society that is becoming increasingly demanding and well-informed.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203518404577097532246936046.html
SEE ALSO: China Halts Project After Village Protests, Bloomberg, December 15
About 50 million farmers have lost their homes in the past 30 years since Deng Xiaoping began
breaking up agricultural collectives to make way for roads, factories and airports. An estimated 60
million more will be uprooted over the next two decades as urbanization expands.
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World Trade Organization Approves Russia Membership Bid, in Boost to European Union Economy,
Washington Post, December 15

Russia, the sixth largest economy in the world with a population of 143 million, has been the only member of
the Group of 20 leading world economies still outside the 153-nation WTO. The 27-nation EU is Russia’s
biggest trading partner for agriculture, fuels, mining and manufacturing. The EU buys 52 percent of Russia’s
exports, including the fossil fuels that keep Europe running. Russia,
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/world-trade-body-agrees-to-russia-becoming-member-in-

boost-to-european-union-economy/2011/12/16/glQAd5SvEyO story.html
SEE ALSO: Banish the Skepticism - It Is Right for Russia to Join the WTO, Opinion, Susan Schwab,
Financial Times, December 14
Ministers are expected to put Russia on track to become a member of the WTO in 2012. Countless
hours of negotiations, spanning 18 years and several generations of ministers, are nearing a
successful conclusion. Russia will become a member of the WTO, whether the US grants permanent
normal trade relations to Moscow, by lifting cold war-era restrictions, or not. If Congress fails to act,
or if the Obama administration fails to really push for the legislation, the only losers will be American
workers, farmers and businesses.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/80754a44-2645-11e1-9ed3-00144feabdc0.html

A Bubble Down on the Farm?, Mark Peters and Scott Kilman, Wall Street Journal, December 15
The big question mark hanging over the farm economy is whether a bubble is building in Midwest cropland.
Prices have doubled over the past five years in states such as Nebraska and Indiana. But a look at the buying
suggests that, while prices may be running too fast, there are reasons to think that a price bust can be
avoided, absent some outside shock to the farm economy.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204844504577098581283225666.html
SEE ALSO: Iowa Farmland Climbs to Record as Income Gains, Survey Says, Bloomberg, December
14
Farmland values in Iowa, the biggest producer of corn and soybeans, climbed to the highest ever
level in 2011 on surging farm income. The value of agricultural land surged 32 percent to an average
of $6 708 an acre in the year ended Nov. 1, up from a previous all-time hlgh of $5,064 in 2010

survey shows html

As China Goes, So Go Commodities, Liam Pleven, Wall Street Journal, December 14

You want to know where the global commodities markets are heading in the coming years? Then it's probably
best that you remember a single word: China. As the biggest and one of the fastest-growing of the world's
developing economies, China has become a voracious consumer of industrial and agricultural commodities.
Prices that rocketed to record heights in recent years on Chinese buying could fly even higher.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204012004577073971768290922.html

Russia Comes Back as Grain Competitor, Dan Piller, Des Moines Register, December 14

Russia was forced to embargo grain exports in mid-2010 to ensure enough supply for its own population.
That triggered a jump in U.S. corn prices from $3.40 per bushel in June, 2010 to almost $8 per bushel by mid-
2011. Russia’s return to the world markets has made itself felt in prices, as its corn sold for prices discounted
under U.S. corn and wheat have taken about 20 percent off corn prices and a full one-third off wheat prlces

Cocoa: Incentives Produce a Steadily Rising Crop, Financial Times, December 14

When Ghana’s cocoa crop topped 1m tones for the first time this year, the world’s second-biggest producer
had much to celebrate. Good weather helped, but, experts say, the bumper crop is equally the fruit of a long-
term government plan to incentivize farmers by paying them more for their beans as well as increased
awareness of the need to improve productivity.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/09d790ac-219c-11e1-a19f-00144feabdc0.html
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Rice Prices Head Higher, Sameer Mohindru, Wall Street Journal, December 14
Aggressive buying by Asian governments is pushing up rice prices, even as the world heads for a second
straight year of record harvests. The International Grains Council, or IGC, predicts Thailand will export about
eight million metric tons of rice in 2012, a 24% drop from a year earlier.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970204770404577080414121636298.html
SEE ALSO: Small Corn Surplus Likely to Keep Food Prices High, Christopher Leonard, Huffington
Post, December 9
USDA estimated that farmers will have 848 million bushels of corn on hand at the end of next
summer. That's up less than 1 percent from last month's forecast. Higher corn prices have pushed
overall food inflation up this year. Corn is an ingredient in everything from animal feed to cereal to
soft drinks.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com /huff-wires/20111209 /us-crop-size

Ghana Agriculture: Entrepreneur Defies Experience to Succeed with Rice, William Wallis, Financial
Times, December 14

Rice is one of west Africa’s single largest imports, a drain on foreign reserves and, recently, as world food
prices have soared, a significant driver of inflation It engenders a precarious dependency. Yet, despite the
strategic nature of the commodity, until now, it is hard to point to a single large-scale west African project
that achieved its aim. That is why Mr Abimbola’s confidence and the pace with which his group is clearing and
planting, at 80 hectares a week, is so striking.
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/209e844c-240a-11el1-bbe6-00144feabdc0.html

Helping the Poor by Helping the Rich?, Opinion, Peter Bosshard, Huffington Post, December 13

Over the past two months, the powerful Group of 20, the World Bank and other development banks have
produced three reports on how to tackle the infrastructure needs of the poor. The three reports all make
similar suggestions. The new documents only pay lip service to poverty reduction, environmental protection,
and climate change.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com

Indian Firms Look to Africa for Business Opportunities, Shilpa Kannan, BBC News, December 11

Sai Ramakrishna Karuturi says that they are modeling their farms on the Latin American model of
commercial farming which has been successfully implanted in Brazil and Argentina. With 60% of the world's
uncultivated land, agriculture in the Africa is lucrative. The sharp rise in commodity prices over the past
decade has out the focus firmly on Africa. But there is more to Africa than just commodities. Since 2005,
Indian companies have acquired or invested in at least 79 companies in Africa.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-16032622

Transform Traditional Agriculture into Industrial One, Financial Express (Bangladesh), December 11
Speakers at a seminar at Jahangirnagar University underlined the need for transforming the country's
traditional agriculture into an industrial agricultural one, in order to attain food security and to enhance
productivity of arable land at the highest level possible. They said policy makers have to give top priority to
development and diffusion of improved technologies.
http://www.thefinancialexpress-bd.com/more.php?news id=158953&date=2011-12-11

AGRIBUSINESS
Media Articles:

China Eyes LatAm Agribusiness, Financial Times, December 16

What do Peruvian fishmeal, Chilean wine and Brazilian soy beans have in common? They’re all on China’s
shopping list as the nation of 1.3bn people steps up its agribusiness acquisitions and investments overseas to
overcome considerable supply constraints at home.

http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2011/12/16/china-eyes-latam-agribusiness/
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Pioneer Fends Off a Monsanto Accusation, Dan Philler, Des Moines Register, December 16

Pioneer Hi-Bred of Johnston and its owner, DuPont, said it has won an arbitration panel decision upholding
the legality of Pioneer’s Proaccess seed distribution system. Monsanto, which competes with Pioneer through
its DeKalb, Asgrow and Kruger seed lines, sald that Pioneer’s statement was 1ncomp1ete

monsantoz

The Race to Greener Bottles Could Be Long, William Neuman, New York Times, December 15

Over their decades of competition, the battle between Coca-Cola and PepsiCo has taken on many colors —
brown (cola), orange (juice), blue (sport drinks) and clear (water). Now, they are fighting over green: The
beverage rivals are racing to become the first to produce a plastic soda bottle made entirely from plants. Both
Coke and Pepsi have broad initiatives to make their operations more environmentally friendly, taking steps to
cut back on factors such as water and energy use.

greener- bottles html

Bayer Says Threshold Met for $750 Million Settlement Over Genetically Modified Rice, Associated Press,
December 15
Farmers in Arkansas as well as Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri and Texas, suffered economic losses after the
German conglomerate developed an experimental strain of rice called LibertyLink to withstand its Liberty
herbicide. The fear that the rice was unsafe, along with the notion that genetically altered rice was somehow
impure, quashed sales in major markets. The mistake also left growers with huge losses, since prices fell. The
deal will pay farmers for market losses based on acreage and how many years they grew rice.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/bayer-says-threshold-met-for-750-million-settlement-over-
enetically-modified-rice/2011/12/15/gIQA3a5FwO story.html

Coca-Cola pays $980 Million for Nearly Half of Middle East Beverage Maker Aujan, Associated Press,
Washington Post, December 14

The Coca-Cola Co. is buying roughly half of Saudi Arabia’s Aujan Industries for $980 million, pairing the U.S.
soda giant with one of the Middle East’s top independent beverage companies. Aujan sells the popular Rani
line of fruit drinks and the nonalcohollc malt beverage Barbican throughout the Mlddle East.

mlddle east- bevera e-maker-aujan/2011/12/14/glQAdrgctO story.html
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