
 
 

 
 
April 16th – April 22nd, 2011 
 
Quote of the Week: “You are all aware of the ingredients: high food inflation, mix in price gyrations, and then 
stir higher fuel costs, and you get a toxic brew of real pain contributing to social unrest. Food prices were not the 
cause of the crises in the Middle East and North Africa, but they are an aggravating factor. Our latest Food Price 
Watch shows that there is double-digit food price inflation in Egypt and Syria. It shows that commodity price 
spikes particularly hurt poor countries. With food prices, we are at a real tipping point. Food prices are 36 
percent above the levels of a year ago and remain close to the 2008 peak. Already 44 million people have fallen 
into poverty since June of last year. If the Food Price Index rises by just another 10 percent, we estimate another 
10 million people will fall into extreme poverty - that is where people live on less than $1.25 a day. And a 30 
ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÄÄ χψ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ΄Ó ÐÏÏÒȟ ×ÈÏ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ υȢφ ÂÉÌÌÉÏÎȢȱ -  Robert B. 
Zoellick, Remarks at the World Bank Conference, April 14, 2011   
 
For more information: 

- The Global Food for Thought Blog provides expert commentary, debate, and updates on key 
developments in real time. 

- Background information on the Global Agricultural Development Initiative, and previous editions of 
Global Food for Thoughtȟ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment. 

- To receive Global Food for Thought weekly, please register here. 
- To unsubscribe from Global Food for Thought weekly, please click here. 
- Follow us on Twitter  and Facebook. 
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KEY ARTICLES AND REPORTS 
 
Global Monitoring Report 2011:  Improving the Odds of Achieving the MDGs, World Bank, April 2011 
Two-thirds of developing countries are on track or close to meeting key targets for tackling extreme poverty 
ÁÎÄ ÈÕÎÇÅÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÄÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÓ Á ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÈÏÐÅÆÕÌȟ 
picture. For example, among developing countries that are falling short on the Millennium Development 
Goals, half are close to becoming on-track. 

http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/GLOBALAGDEVELOPMENT/gad/NewsLetterSignup.aspx
mailto:slee@thechicagocouncil.org?subject=Please%20Unsubscribe%20me%20from%20Global%20Food%20for%20Thought
http://www.twitter.com/globalagdev
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Agricultural-Development-Initiative/194692817221550


http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGLOMONREP2011/Resources/7856131-
1302708588094/GMR2011-CompleteReport.pdf 

SEE ALSO: China's Economic Boom Helps Developing Nations Reduce Poverty, Bloomberg, April 
15 
The number of people in extreme poverty, defined as living on less than $1.25 a day, is forecast to 
drop to 883 million in four years from 1.4 billion in 2005. Much of this progress stems from economic 
ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ #ÈÉÎÁ ÁÎÄ )ÎÄÉÁȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÐÏÏÒÅÓÔ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÅÎÔȟ ÈÁÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÆÅ×ÅÒ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ 
the report said. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-04-15/china-s-economic-boom-helps-developing-nations-
reduce-poverty-imf-says.html 

 
American Farmland: Sowing Bubbles, The Economist, April 20 
Regulators grow increasingly worried about steep cropland prices. America's farms were collectively valued 
at just under $2 trillion last year, compared with $16 trillion for housing. More than 1,500 of the country's 
banks and thrifts specialize in agriculture lending. Nobody wants to see a repeat of the devastating crash of 
the early 1980s, which drove hundreds of farms and lenders out of business. 
http://www.economist.com/node/18586884 

SEE ALSO: Land proves Top Draw for City Investors, Guardian (U.K), April 18 
Over the last 11 years, farmland prices have outperformed equities by a considerable margin. With 
growing concern about the security of food supply and the signs of an emerging global land grab, the 
attraction of farmland as an investment is clear. As the world population grows ɀ and more acreage is 
devoted to crop for biofuel and to renewable energy projects ɀ so less land is available for food 
farming. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2011/apr/18/land-investment-popular-with-city 
SEE ALSO: Agricultural Land Prices Hit Record High, Guardian (U.K.), April 18 
Agricultural land prices in Britain have hit record levels following the surge in global food prices. The 
price of agricultural land and food prices reflects global as much as domestic factors. Forward market 
prices for wheat remain very strong.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2011/apr/18/agricultural-land-prices-increase 

 
The Urgency of Curbing Global Food Price Volatility, Opinion, Tom Arnold, CEO, Concern Worldwide, 
Huffington Post, April 19 
There has to be significant investment in agriculture and the entire food value chain, from harvesting and 
processing farm products to sale in the marketplace. This means making sure that farmers have the seeds and 
tools to get ready for the next planting season; and to repair and build roads and bridges so that crops can be 
brought to market. We also need to invest in agricultural research to find ways to boost crop yields. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tom-arnold/global-food-price-volatility_b_851118.html 
 
Briefing on Sustaining the U.S. Commitment to Food Security, The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, April 
22  
On Thursday, May 5, The Chicago Council on Global AÆÆÁÉÒÓȭ Global Agriculture Development Initiative  will 
host a breakfast briefing ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÆÏÏÄ ÓÅcurity featuring 
Catherine Bertini, former executive director of the UN World Food Program and Dan Glickman, former U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture. This briefing is open to the public and media. Details can be found here. 
 
A Measuring Glass, Roger Thurow, Senior Fellow on Global Agriculture and Food Policy, The Chicago Council 
on Global Affairs, Global Food for Thought Blog, April 22 
Is the glass one-quarter full or three-ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓ ÅÍÐÔÙȩ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÂÁÔÔÌÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÆÉÓÃÁÌ 
year 2011 provided $100 million of PresiÄÅÎÔ /ÂÁÍÁȭÓ Ατπψ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ !ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 
Food Security Program (GAFSP).  To those involved in the trench warfare seeking full funding for programs to 
attack hunger through agriculture development, that even $100 million survived is reason for an ounce of 
optimism.  For them, the glass is one-quarter full.  
http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/04/roger-thurow-outrage-and-
inspire-a-measuring-glass.html 
 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTGLOMONREP2011/Resources/7856131-1302708588094/GMR2011-CompleteReport.pdf
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http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-04-15/china-s-economic-boom-helps-developing-nations-reduce-poverty-imf-says.html
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http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/UserFiles/File/GlobalAgDevelopment/Newsletter/House_Briefing.pdf
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http://globalfoodforthought.typepad.com/global-food-for-thought/2011/04/roger-thurow-outrage-and-inspire-a-measuring-glass.html


Foreigners Gobble Up Land, Corn and Soybean Digest, April 1 
Demand for good agricultural land has exploded around the globe. Before 2008, global farmland expanded on 
average by fewer than 10 million acres annually, but expansion plans in 2009 totaled more than 100 million 
acres. More than 70% of the demand has been in Africa, where Ethiopia, Mozambique, Sudan and other 
countries have transferred millions of acres to investors. 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÔÏ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ 4ÈÏÍÐÓÏÎȟ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ 
director of rural development at the World Bank. 
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/issues/foreigners-gobble-land-some-claim-it-s-food-security-some-say-it-
s-land-grab?page=1 
 
 
RELEVANT U.S. ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Agriculture Deputy Secretary Merrigan Spurs Production of Bioenergy and Biobased Products, USDA, 
April 20 
Agriculture Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan joined energy stakeholders and university officials for the 
announcement and for a tour the Cellulosic Ethanol Pretreatment research lab and AFEX technology pilot 
plant. The grants are awarded through NIFA's Agriculture and Food Research Initiative. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/04/0175.xml 
 
Budget Bill Cuts Could Threaten Farm Bill Passage, Des Moines Register, April 20 
Democrats say cuts in a House-passed budget plan could make it politically impossible to pass a farm bill next 
year.  The Democratic-controlled Senate is certain to reject the House budget, but if the two chambers can't 
agree on a compromise plan, House GOP leaders could go forward with making the cuts unilaterally, said 
Minnesota Rep. Collin Peterson, the senior Democrat on the House Agriculture Committee. 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011104210343 
 
Fact Sheet: United States and Africa Union, U.S. Department of State, April 19 
The United States and the African Union enjoy a strong partnership that continues to develop as we engage in 
areas of mutual interest spanning a variety of sectors. The US and the AU formalized this partnership in 
August 2010 by signing a $5.8 million assistance agreement that supports projects in peace and security, 
democracy and governance, agriculture, health, trade, and other fields, as well as general capacity building. 
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2011/04/20110419173722su0.9427105.html 
 
House GOP Passes 2012 Budget Resolution, National Journal, April 15 
The Republican-led House passed its fiscal 2012 budget resolution, which cuts $5.8 trillion from current 
spending levels over the next 10 years and reforms Medicare and Medicaid. The plan in its current form has 
little chance of passing the Senate, but is another shot in what will be a continuing battle over spending 
priorities. The spending plan, largely crafted by House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, passed on a 
nearly party line vote of 235-193. 
http://www.nationaljournal.com/house-gop-passes-2012-budget-resolution-20110415  

ALSO SEE: FY 2012 Budget: http://budget.house.gov/fy2012budget/ 
 
Raja Jandhyala Deputy Assistant Administrator for Africa, testifies before the Senate Subcommittee on 
African Affairs, U.S. Agency for International Development, April 14 
Feed the Future affirms the United States' commitment to advance global stability and prosperity by 
improving the most basic of human conditions: the need that families have for a reliable source of quality 
food and the means to purchase it. Agricultural growth is highly effective in reducing poverty-especially in 
Africa, where the majority of rural poor depend on agriculture for their livelihoods. To ensure our 
investments are effective, we are prioritizing and focusing our resources on a core set of countries where 
food security objectives can best be realized.  
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2011/ty110414_2.html 
 
Senators span the Globe, Drop in on Afghanistan, Politico, April 17 
After leading a congressional delegation to Seoul to discuss trade and security issues with Korea, Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell and a handful of other senators dropped in on the war zone to check U.S. progress. 

http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/issues/foreigners-gobble-land-some-claim-it-s-food-security-some-say-it-s-land-grab?page=1
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/issues/foreigners-gobble-land-some-claim-it-s-food-security-some-say-it-s-land-grab?page=1
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2011/04/0175.xml
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011104210343
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2011/04/20110419173722su0.9427105.html
http://www.nationaljournal.com/house-gop-passes-2012-budget-resolution-20110415
http://budget.house.gov/fy2012budget/
http://www.usaid.gov/press/speeches/2011/ty110414_2.html


The group, which included GOP Sens. Rob Portman, Mike Johanns, Jerry Moran and John Hoeven and 
Democratic Sen. Tom Carper, met with President Hamid Karzai and U.S. military leaders and diplomats.  
http://www.politico.com/blogs/politicolive/0411/Paul_Cut_military_spending.html# 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS   
 
The Atlantic Food Summit 
Date: April 26, 2011 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
The Atlantic's annual Food Summit uses a full-day forum to explore topics such as consumer behavior, health 
& nutrition, and sustainable agriculture. 
http://events.theatlantic.com/food-summit/2011/ 
 
New Challenges, New Opportunities: African Agriculture in the 21st Century 
Location: Cape Town, South Africa 
Date: May 3, 2011 
High-level government leaders, including Tina Joemat-Pettersson, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries for South Africa, will gather in Cape Town on 3 May to explore the potential of African agriculture to 
advance economic growth on the continent and food security for the world. 
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/advisory/2011/4.htm 
 
Congressional Briefing: Sustaining the U.S. Commitment to Food Security 
Date: May 5th, 2011 
Location: Washington, D.C. 
The Chicago Council on 'ÌÏÂÁÌ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓȭ Global Agriculture Development Initiative  will host a breakfast 
briefing ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ food security featuring Catherine 
Bertini, former executive director of the UN World Food Program and Dan Glickman, former U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture. This briefing is open to the public and media. Details can be found here. 
www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment 
 
CropLife America National Policy Conference: Lost in Translation? Deciphering the Discourse on 
Modern Agriculture 
Date: May 12th, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
The CropLife America National Policy Conference will bring together leading experts in the fields of 
agriculture, food safety and security, agricultural technology and policy to offer highly diverse perspectives 
and engage in frank discussions on all issues facing modern agriculture. Our Master of Ceremonies will again 
be Marc Gunther, contributing editor at FORTUNE magazine and a senior writer at Greenbiz.com who has 
appeared on NBC, ABC, CNN and NPR. 
http://www.croplifeamerica.org/nationalpolicyconference 
 
International Conference and Exhibition on Agricultural Biotechnology in Africa 
Date: May 13th ɀ May 15th, 2011 
Location: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
The aim of the conference is to: 1) provide sound scientific knowledge on issues related to technology 
transfer and capacity building; 2) identify more efficient ways and means of building capacity and developing 
sustainable and useful institutions; 3) present lessons learned and identify success factors regarding 
biotechnology knowledge transfer and capacity building; and 4) serve as a forum for cross-sectoral and 
multidisciplinary dialogue between scientists and policy makers on issues related to the development, use, 
and application of biotechnology. 
http://www.issdet.org/ 
 
Nutrition, Water, and Rural Development 2030: The Changing Role of Business 
Date: May 19, 2011  

http://www.politico.com/blogs/politicolive/0411/Paul_Cut_military_spending.html
http://events.theatlantic.com/food-summit/2011/
http://www.ifad.org/media/press/advisory/2011/4.htm
http://ccga.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNDU0MjcyJnA9MSZ1PTEwMjUwMTQwMjYmbGk9NjMyNjQ5Mw/index.html
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/UserFiles/File/GlobalAgDevelopment/Newsletter/House_Briefing.pdf
http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/globalagdevelopment
http://www.croplifeamerica.org/nationalpolicyconference
http://www.issdet.org/


Location: Washington, D.C. 
http://www.nestle.com/CSV/CSVFORUM/Pages/2011.aspx 
 
Second World Conference of Humanitarian Studies 
Date: June 2nd ɀ June 5th, 2011 
Location: Tufts University, Medford, MA 
Humanitarian crises and the responses they trigger are evolving rapidly. This conference looks at the 
opportunities and threats for addressing these crises, as well as at the strengths and weaknesses of the actual 
responses. The conference provides a unique forum for both scholars and practitioners to present research 
and debate these issues. In particular, the conference focuses on four broad themes: emerging from 
protracted crises; new directions in policy; innovations in humanitarian practice; and advances in public 
health and food security in crises. 
http://www.humanitarianstudies2011.org/ 
 
Cracking the Nut Conference: Overcoming Obstacles to Rural and Agricultural Finance  
Date: June 20st ɀ 21nd, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
Rural and Agricultural Finance have long been considered tough nuts to crack. The Cracking the Nut 
#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÕÎÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÉÎ Á ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔive pursuit of 
learning, leverage and large scale change. This conference is aimed at practitioners, private sector 
professionals, policymakers, funders, researchers, and other rural and agricultural finance professionals. To 
learn more about the themes we will be addressing and our exciting line-up of speakers, see our agenda. 
For more information and to register for the Conference visit: www.crackingthenutconference.com 
 
The World Food Prize Laureate Announcement Ceremony 
Date: June 21, 2011 
Location: Washington, DC 
The World Food Prize will officially announce the names of the 2011 World Food Prize winners at a ceremony 
at the U.S. State Department. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton will speak at the event, which 
focuses on progress being made in global food security. Mark your calendar, and check 
www.worldfoodprize.org to learn about this year's honorees. 
 
Agricultural Value Chain Finance Training 
Date: June 22nd-23rd, 2011 
Location: The QED Group , Washington, D.C. 
At the Agricultural Value Chain Finance Training, lead by Calvin Miller, FAO and Stephanie Charitonenko you 
will learn about developing commercially attractive financial services that meet the needs of the various 
actors in the value chain and how a value chain focus can result in market growth and reduced credit risk. 
http://www.cvent.com/events/cracking-the-nut-conference-overcoming-obstacles-to-rural-and-
agricultural-finance/custom-19-4a76ee2bb48b423b9d98c50ddae38904.aspx 
 
Food Security, Health and Impact Conference 
Date: June 22nd ɀ June 24th, 2011 
Location: Leeds, United Kingdom 
The Africa College, a research partnership between IITA, ICIPE and University of Leeds is holding an 
international conference to share lessons on translating research results into impact for food security, 
nutrition and human health. The conference includes knowledge brokering sessions and workshops and is 
asking two questions: How can the results of basic science and inter-disciplinary research lead to increased 
impact on food security and human health?; and, How can partnerships between research and development 
organisations deliver innovation and impact? Sponsorship for African participants is available. For more 
details see: http://www.africacollege.leeds.ac.uk/ 
 
World Food Prize 25th Anniversary 
Date: October 12th ɀ 14th, 2011 
Location: Des Moines, IA 
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The World Food Prize will celebrate its 25th Anniversary his fall during the annual Norman E. Borlaug 
International Symposium and the World Food Prize Laureate Award Ceremony. The topic of the symposium 
this year is "The Next Generation" and will focus on future leaders, challenges and technologies in the fight 
against hunger. This year, events will also include the Grand Opening of the Norman E. Borlaug Hall of 
Laureates, a permanent home for the World Food Prize and an event center and educational facility to honor 
humanitarian heroes and inspire the next generation of scientific leaders. Stay tuned and learn more at 
www.worldfoodprize.org. 
 
Global Rice Science Partnership (GRiSP) 
The CGIAR Gender & Diversity Program is assisting GRiSP in mobilizing applications from qualified women 
for PhD scholarships in rice science and related systems research. Deadline for applications: April 30 2011 
For information please visit http://grisp.irri.org/GlobalRiceScience-Scholarships. 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Improving Agricultural Research Funding, Structure and Collaboration, Global Harvest Initiative, April 20 
In the next 50 years, agriculture will be called upon to produce more food than in the previous 10,000 years 
combined with little or no increase in the amounts of arable land, water or resources available. The 
efficiencies and increased productivity necessary to meet these agricultural challenges cannot be achieved 
without a renewed focus on research. Enhanced research is a primary source of the needed innovation and 
productivity gains to grow more and better food and help alleviate global poverty and hunger. 
http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/policy/Agriculture_Research_Hunger_FoodSecurity.htm 
 
Farming for Balances Nutrition, African Journal of Food, Agriculture, Nutrition, and Development, April 2011 
Throughout the developing world, micronutrient deficiency is one of the most important factors influencing 
human health, being directly responsible for conditions such as xeropthalmia, associated with vitamin A 
deficiency and anaemia, due to iron deficiency. In addition, micronutrient deficiency predisposes children to 
infection and retards recovery from common infections such as malaria, measles and diarrhoea. 
http://www.ajfand.net/Volume11/No2/Hillocks11050.pdf 
 
Assessment of Protection and Comparative Advantage in Rice Processing in Nigeria, African Journal of 
Food, Agriculture, Nutrition, and Development, April 2011 
Rice is an important staple food in Nigeria. Many Nigerians have developed tastes for polished and size-sorted 
medium to long-grained rice. Local production of paddy rice has been increasing over the years. The 
estimated annual paddy rice output rose from 2.75 million tons in 2001 to 3.19 million tons in 2007. In spite 
of this, imports of rice have also been increasing. 
http://www.ajfand.net/Volume11/No2/Oguntade4400.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
IEA Says Sustainable Biofuels Can Lift Food Output, Wall Street Journal, April 21 
Increasing the world's use of biofuels could actually help boost global food production by encouraging 
investment in agriculture, the head of the International Energy Agency's renewable unit said, turning on its 
head a long-standing debate over the use of agricultural land for fuel crops. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704071704576277122793802138.html 
 
Researchers Probe Creative Ways to kill Mosquitoes, Financial Times, April 21 
The source of new anti-mosquito compounds has always been the much larger and more profitable 
agricultural market. This worked well in the old days when farmers coated crops with broad-spectrum 
insecticides that could be transferred relatively easily to the public health market, but is less relevant now. 
%ÖÅÎ ÓÏȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÓÃÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ ȰÒÅÐÕÒÐÏÓÉÎÇȱ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÉÎÓÅÃÔÉÃÉÄÅÓȢ 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/67b42a1e-6a40-11e0-86e4-00144feab49a.html 

http://www.worldfoodprize.org/
http://grisp.irri.org/GlobalRiceScience-Scholarships
http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/policy/Agriculture_Research_Hunger_FoodSecurity.htm
http://www.ajfand.net/Volume11/No2/Hillocks11050.pdf
http://www.ajfand.net/Volume11/No2/Oguntade4400.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704071704576277122793802138.html
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/67b42a1e-6a40-11e0-86e4-00144feab49a.html


 
Thousands of Islands, Many Fish, Wall Street Journal, April 19 
The world's biggest source of tin and thermal coal now wants to dominate the global market for another vital 
commodity: fish. A bigger Indonesian catch also could help boost global food supply amid fears that the world 
isn't producing enough to meet demand in emerging countries, such as China and India. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703726904576191824053775288.html 
 
UN uses Social Media to Enable Donations to Feed Hungry children, UN News Center, April 19 
In an effort to encourage individuals to help feed tens of thousands of hungry children across the world, the 
UN WFP has created a social media platform through which people can share their favorite meals by making 
donations to the agency. 4ÈÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÐÏÒÔÁÌȟ 7Å&ÅÅÄÂÁÃËȟ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÎ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ Ȱ&ÅÅÄÂÁÃË 
#ÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÏÒȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕld feed. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38146&Cr=hunger&Cr1 
 
Fighting the Fungi That Threaten Wheat, New York Times, April 18 
The fungi have damaged wheat grown in a broad ribbon of dry climate from Morocco to northern India, 
where as much as 60 percent of the crop has been lost. The prevailing theory is that wetter winters caused by 
climate change are helping the fungi persist until new crops are planted. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/19/health/19global.html 

SEE ALSO: Wheat Rust Threatening Crops in Africa, Asia and Mideast, VOA News, April 21 
Recently, much attention has centered on a rust strain called UG99, which originated in Uganda and 
spread to Kenya, Sudan, Yemen and Iran in 2007. Yellow or stripe rust has been in the region for 
many years but was contained by using certain resistant crops.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/decapua-wheat-rust-41apr11-120367854.html 

 
FAO and WFP launch International Global Food Security Platform to Improve Coordination, UN FAO, 
April 15 
The overall goal of the global Food Security Cluster is to improve food security responses in humanitarian 
crisis situations. The aim of the Food Security Cluster is to support country-level food security clusters. This 
will be achieved through providing predictable, systematic and country-driven services.  
http://foodsecuritycluster.org/ 
 
Vilsack says Algae Project Shows Oil Alternative, Des Moines Register, April 15 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack used the dedication of an algae biofuels demonstration plant here to 
repeat his contention that ethanol is still the most viable way for the U.S. to "wean ourselves off foreign oil." 
Vilsack told a Senate committee that abruptly ending the 45-cent-per-gallon subsidy for ethanol would kill 
jobs in rural America.  
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20110416/BUSINESS01/104160318/-
1/digdev_wrapper_nav/?odyssey=nav|head 
 
 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
 
Reports: 
 
White Paper: China’s Foreign Aid, China Daily, April 22 
By the end of 2009, China had provided a total of 256.29 billion yuan ($38.83 billion) in aid to foreign 
countries. China had aided 221 agricultural projects in other developing countries - 35 farms, 47 agro-
technology experiment and promotion stations, 11 animal husbandry projects, 15 fisheries projects, 47 
farmland irrigation and water-conservancy projects, and 66 other types of agricultural projects. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2011-04/22/content_12373944.htm 

SEE ALSO: China’s first report on foreign aid cites positive impact as it becomes a bigger 
donor, Washington Post, April 21 
China defended its often-criticized role as a foreign aid donor, saying its assistance boosts developing 
countries and provides an alternative to Western donors who impose more conditions on recipients. 
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)Î Á ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ #ÈÉÎÁȭs large and growing stake in Africa, nearly half of all foreign assistance in 2009 
went to African countries and a third to Asia.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/chinas-first-report-on-foreign-aid-cites-positive-impact-
as-it-becomes-a-bigger-donor/2011/04/21/AFLgNKGE_story.html 

 
A New Way Forward: Rebalancing Security Assistance Programs, Stimson Center, March 2011 
This report argues that the US security assistance portfolio should be restructured around the objective of 
effective, efficient, and accountable governance. This framework links security assistance to the objective of 
building effective state institutions that can provide internal and border security; protect the rule of law, 
including adhering to internationally recognized standards of human rights; support a duly constituted, 
responsive government; meet the needs of the citizens; and facilitate social and economic development. 
http://www.stimson.org/images/uploads/A_New_Way_Forward_Final.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Should we feed North Korea?, Opinion, Dorothy Stuehmke, Los Angeles Times, April 21 
North Korea has recently made a desperate international appeal for food aid. As the United States deliberates 
whether to restart a food aid program in North Korea, it must consider the following questions: Is there a true 
humanitarian need, can we address the potential risk of food diversion and can a properly monitored 
program allow us to engage with the vulnerable citizens of one of the most isolated countries in the world? 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-stuehmke-korea-foodaid-
20110421,0,613962.story 

SEE ALSO: North Korea's 'chronic crisis', Japan Times, April 16 
International aid agencies report that the situation is dire, with millions facing the prospect of 
starvation in coming months without help. Today, the daily food ration made available through the 
public distribution system is 380 grams, less than half the estimated daily caloric requirement. 
http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/ed20110416a1.html 

The Secret of Foreign Aid, Baltimore Sun, April 21 
As Congress redoubles its efforts to cut expenditures from the federal budget, many worthy programs face 
the chopping block. Overseas assistance in the federal budget is actually American assistance in disguise. By 
doing this, Congress ensures that aid money stimulates the American economy, not fragile ones in need of 
help. 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-ed-foreign-aid-20110421,0,1994815.story 
 
China vows to increase Government Scholarships for African students, Xinhua, April 21 
China announced to increase the number of government scholarships to African students, in a bid to step up 
youth exchanges and lay a solid foundation for future China-Africa friendly ties. China had helped to construct 
over 500 infrastructure projects and invested a total of more than 30 billion U.S. dollars in Africa.  
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-04/21/c_13838308.htm  
 
End U.S. aid to Egypt, Opinion, Malou Innocent and Abdelilah Bouasria, The Washington Times, April 21 
A majority of Americans say they favor cutting U.S. foreign aid. So they should, especially for Egypt. Ending 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÁÍÐÌÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ ÔÏ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÓÈÁËÅ-up that 
country desperately needs. Opponents of cutting U.S. aid to Egypt argue that such a move would undermine 
Egyptian-Israeli peace. The reality, however, is both far more complex and far less dire. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/apr/21/end-us-aid-to-egypt/ 
 
Libyan Rebels Get Military Advice From EU, Aid From US, VOA News, April 20 
U.S. officials say President Barack Obama's administration plans to give the Libyan opposition $25 million in 
non-lethal assistance. The officials say the assistance could include items such as vehicles, fuel trucks, 
protective vests and non-secure radios.  
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/north/Libyan-Rebels-Get-Military-Advice-From-EU-Aid-
From-US--120286054.html 
 
Time to Up the Ante on Egypt, Opinion, David Ignatius, Washington Post, April 19 
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The US ÉÓ ÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΑρρπױÂÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ !ÆÇÈÁÎ ×ÁÒȟ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΑσȢςױÂÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÉÄ ÔÏ 0ÁËÉÓÔÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΑρυπױÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ %ÇÙÐÔȭÓ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȢ 
)Î ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓȟ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÁke sense. The pyramid is upside down.  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/time-to-up-the-ante-on-
egypt/2011/04/19/AFpk4h7D_story.html 
 
Not-So-Smart Power, Opinion, Ken Adelman, Foreign Policy, April 18 
The conclusion seems clear: The relationship between "the United States' ability to positively influence events 
abroad," as Nye puts it, and the amount of U.S. foreign aid a country receives is unclear at best. For decades 
now, the United States has been the No. 1 foreign-aid donor. It has given the most money to poor countries. 
But this hasn't translated in making America the most popular or most influential country around the world. 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/04/18/not_so_smart_power 
 
UN Rushes in Agriculture Aid as Gradual Calm begins to Return, UN News Center, April 18 
!Ó ÃÁÌÍ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÓ ÔÏ #ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÏÆ ÐÏÓÔ-election violence, UN FAO is rushing to assist 
farmers as they prepare to sow their rice and maize crops at the onset of the rainy season in the north and 
west of the country. The agency says it is procuring seeds, tools and fertilizer kits for around 12,000 farming 
ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄÓ ÉÎ ÂÏÔÈ #ĖÔÅ Äȭ)ÖÏÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÉÂÅÒÉÁȢ 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38135&Cr=Ivoire&Cr1 
 
U.S. Foreign Aid is not a Luxury but a critical investment in Global Stability, Opinion, U.S. Rep. Adam 
Smith, U.S. Rep. Jim McDermott, and Bill Clapp, Seattle Times, April 17 
Foreign aid is far from wasteful spending: Dollars spent abroad help maintain America's economic and 
political leadership, as well as support our vital national-security interests. These programs have amplified 
benefits for global stability through contributions to poverty alleviation, health and disease prevention, and 
infrastructure-building worldwide. 
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/opinion/2014788015_guest18smith.html 
 
Aid to Cambodia Rarely Reaches the People it’s meant to Help, Opinion, Joel Brinkley, Professor, Stanford 
University, Washington Post, April 17 
Year after year, smiling Cambodian government leaders attend these pledge conferences, holding out their 
hands. But first they have to listen as ambassadors and aid officers stand at the podium, look them in the eye, 
and lambast them for corruption and jaw-dropping human rights abuses. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/aid-to-cambodia-rarely-reaches-the-people-its-meant-to-
help/2011/04/15/AF2JN8vD_story.html 
 
Amid Cuts, a lobbying push to restore Government Programs, The Hill, April 17 
'ÒÏÕÐÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÂÏÌÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ 
saw several of their favorite government programs suffer deep spending cuts in the fiscal 2011 budget deal. 
With millions of dollars now axed from what they consider key federal initiatives, groups are planning to 
ÒÅÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÂÂÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔȢ 
http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/156517-amid-cuts-a-push-to-restore-government-programs 
 
Billions wasted on African Failures, The Sunday Times (London), April 17 
An investigation has revealed that the European commission has used some of its £10 billion annual 
development budget to fund a huge medical store that has been left largely empty, an immigration and job 
center that has arranged six jobs in three years, and a Belgian group that teaches Africans how to dance. 
www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/world_news/Africa/article606511.ece   
 
U.S. Money Will Help Food Program Get More Funds, Bloomberg, April 15 
The U.S. is poised to contribute $100 million to an international food program, a payment that should allow 
the initiative to attract other donations and fund new initiatives in other countries. Now that Congress has 
approved a budget for the rest of fiscal year 2011, the U.S. will transfer the money to the Global Agriculture 
and Food Security Program. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-04-15/u-s-money-will-help-food-program-get-more-funds-
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treasury-says.html  
 
Why Failed States shouldn’t be our Biggest National Security Fear, Opinion, Stewart Patrick, Senior Fellow, 
Council on Foreign Relations, Washington Post, April 15 
The message is ÃÌÅÁÒȡ &ÁÉÌÅÄ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÁË ÌÉÎË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȢ )Î ÔÒÕÔÈȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ 
ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÓȟ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÒÅ 
irrelevant to U.S. national security. Sweeping claims to the contrary are not only inaccurate but distracting 
and unhelpful, providing little guidance to policymakers seeking to prioritize scarce attention and resources. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/why-failed-states-shouldnt-be-our-biggest-national-security-
fear/2011/04/11/AFqWmjkD_story.html 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT (WATER/CLIMATE)  
 
Media Articles: 
 
A Word about Water on Earth Day, Opinion, Scott Harrison, Founder and President, Charity: Water, April 21 
Water changes health, education, food security, the lives of women and children. The more people we at 
charity: water meet in the field, the more we realize how much water touches every part of a person's life.  
Women and children in developing countries spend about three hours a day walking to collect drinking 
water, usually from sources that can make them sick. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/scott-harrison/water-on-earth-day_b_851808.html 
 
Innovative African Farmers Find Going Green More Fruitful, VOA News, April 20 
At a time when forests around the world are falling to make room for crops to feed more and more people, 
ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÉÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 3ÁÈÅÌȢ &ÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÍÉ-arid region below the Sahara desert 
ÁÒÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÄÅÃÁÄÅÓ ÁÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÒÏÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÔÉÎÇ better 
because of it. Crops near trees tend to grow better in Niger's harsh, windswept environment. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Innovative-African-Farmers-Find-Going-Green-More-Fruitful.html 
 
Boosting Water Reform in Rural Areas, China Daily, April 20 
In China, total water use increased from 549.8 billion cubic meters in 2000 to 599 billion cubic meters in 
2010, while the share of water used in agriculture decreased from 68.8 percent to 62 percent. Given the rising 
urban and industrial demand for water and the impact of climate change, the share of water used in farming 
is likely to decrease further. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2011-04/20/content_12359675.htm 
 
Climate Smart Agriculture – the Future of Global Food Security, AllAfrica.com, April 20 
Climate change has pronounced effects in agriculture, such as shifts in temperature and precipitation 
patterns, and prevalence of pests and diseases. Developing countries that get by with minimal productivity 
and limited technology are in danger of enduring lower and erratic production, aggravating both the farmers' 
livelihood and the population's food supply. 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201104210971.html 
 
Agriculture: The Unlikely Earth Day Hero, Huffington Post, April 19 
This Earth Day, Nourishing the Planet offers 15 solutions to guide farmers, scientists, politicians, 
agribusinesses and aid agencies as they commit to promoting a healthier environment and a more food-
secure future. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/danielle-nierenberg/agriculture-the-unlikely-_b_851046.html 
 
Green Growth will Depend on Aware Investors, Opinion, Pauline Skypala, Financial Times, April 17 
'ÒÅÅÎ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȱfostering economic growth and development while ensuring natural assets provide 
ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ×Å ÎÅÅÄȱȢ 0ÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÉÎ ȰÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÈÕÍÁÎ ×ÅÌÌ-ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÅÑÕÉÔÙȱȢ 
But it needs investment. UNEP reckons investing just 2 per cent of ÇÌÏÂÁÌ '$0 Á ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎÔÏ ρπ ËÅÙ ÓÅÃÔÏÒÓ ȰÃÁÎ 
kick-start a transition towards a low-carbon, resource-ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȱȢ "ÕÔ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅÓ ÏÎ 
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government coffers, much of that would have to come from private capital. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/81b25df2-68d6-11e0-9040-00144feab49a.html  
 
 
WOMEN & GIRLS 
 
Reports: 
 
Can Conditional Cash Transfers improve Maternal Health and Birth Outcomes?, IFPRI, April 2011 
Although conditional cash transfers are traditionally evaluated in relation to child schooling and nutrition 
outcomes, there is growing interest in specifically examining maternal and reproductive health impacts. 
Results indicate that robust impacts are found on outcomes at time of birth, while no impacts are found on 
healthseeking behavior pre- and postbirth. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01080.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
Women as Environmental Change Agents, Opinion, Melanne Verveer, Ambassador-at-Large for Global 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ )ÓÓÕÅÓȟ 5Ȣ3Ȣ 3ÔÁÔÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ !ÐÒÉÌ φφ 
Whether in promoting conservation, combating climate change, protecting biodiversity and vital ecosystems, 
securing water access, or reducing indoor air pollution, women are developing and effecting innovative 
solutions to critical environmental problems. This should come as no surprise. Women clearly have a stake in 
the future of the environment and are taking action. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melanne-verveer/women-environmental-movement_b_852124.html 
 
What Do Jim Grant and Melanne Verveer Have in Common?, Opinion, Stephenie Foster, International 
Expert on Politics, Huffington Post, April 21 
Women are critical to these efforts as women are the majority of small holder farmers in sub- Saharan Africa 
and worldwide have access to only 10 percent of all credit and 1 percent of credit in the agricultural sector. 
Feed the Future is working to reform land tenure and property rights, as well as providing farmers with the 
technical assistance and inputs they need to grow more food and get it to market. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stephenie-foster/what-do-jim-grant-melanne_b_850814.html 
 
Breaking the Silence around Stillbirths, Opinion, Melinda Gates, cochair, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Huffington Post, April 18 
I talk a lot about the amazing progress the world has made in child health, especially that we have 
dramatically reduced the number of childhood deaths each year from 12 million to 8 million in the past 20 
years alone. A lot of that progress has come about because we as a world simply decided that the death of 
these children was unacceptable. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/melinda-gates/breaking-the-silence-arou_b_850594.html 
 
Women Breaking Through Trade Barriers, IPS, April 20 
&ÏÒ ρς ÙÅÁÒÓ ÎÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 4ÓÁÎÇÁÎÏ ÉÎ -ÁÌÁ×ÉȭÓ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÏÆ .ÔÃÈÅÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÕÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ 
their tomato harvest, selling some 20 tons at the outdoor markets that abound in Lilongwe, the capital. But 
they have very little to show for their hard work.  
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=55326 
 
South Asian Women Caught Between Tradition and Modernity, VOA News, April 4 
South Asian women lag behind men in literacy, workforce participation, reproductive rights and most other 
ÁÒÅÁÓȢ 9ÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÒÒÁÙ ÏÆ ÆÅÍÁÌÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÍÅȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÅÄucation, more 
women are branching away from their traditional jobs. And as more women enter the workforce and earn a 
paycheck, they gain more leverage in families where husbands often make the important decisions. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/South-Asian-Women--between-Tradition-Modernity-
119185479.html 
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MARKET ACCESS AND TRADE ISSUES 
 
Reports: 
 
Intercommodity Price Transmission and Food Price Policies, IFPRI, April 2011 
Cereal price variability in Ethiopia has worsened in recent years, and some of the earlier liberalizations are 
being reversed due to the unacceptable economic and political costs of increased price variability. The 
challenge now is to achieve price stability in a cost-effective way. 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01079.pdf 
 
Media Articles: 
 
How Agriculture Subsidies Are Making Us Sick, Opinion, Elizabeth Kucinich, Director, Public and 
Governmental Affairs, Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine, Huffington Post, April 21 
Food trends show that more people are taking their health into their own hands by changing their diet. When 
it comes to unhealthy food, the primary culprits are meat and dairy, which are high in saturated fat and 
cholesterol, and over-sweetened processed food.  Why is Congress delegating billions of dollars that help 
boost the production of the most unhealthy food while fruits and vegetables receive almost none? 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/elizabeth-kucinich/agriculture-subsidies-are-making-u_b_851468.html 
 
The Trade War Within, The Economist, April 20 
4ÈÅ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÉÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÒÁÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎÉÓÔÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÃÅÁÓÅÓȢ /ÎÅ ÔÅÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ %5ȭÓ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ 
of trade concessions for developing countries known as the generalized system of preferences (GSP). The EU 
ÂÏÁÓÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÌÁÔÅÒÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÏÏÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
next month the European Commission will propose halving this number. 
http://www.economist.com/node/18586846?story_id=18586846 
 
Lessons in Mediating for Dairy Warriors in Europe, Opinion, Peter Lichtenbaum and David Fagan, Financial 
Times, April 20 
The Italian-French food fight is emblematic of a global drive to screen foreign investment on purported 
national security concerns or national interests. Two European commissioners have proposed a European 
Union-level committee to vet foreign investment on strategic grounds; Brazil proposed a review for 
investment in the agricultural sector; and most prominently, China rolled out interim rules for a national 
security-based review of foreign mergers and acquisitions of Chinese enterprises. 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/5d6d2e9e-6b75-11e0-a53e-00144feab49a.html 
 
India Should Allow Wheat, Rice Exports, Wall Street Journal, April 20 
India should lift a ban on exports of wheat and common grades of rice as the country has sufficient stocks and 
will likely harvest a second year of bumper foodgrains output because of normal monsoon rains. India 
produced a record food grain output of 235.9 million tons in the crop year ending June, after last year's 
monsoon rainfall came in at 102% of the long-term average. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704658704576274470636029558.html 
 
Panama Trade Pact Ready for Congress, Des Moines Register, April 19 
The White House says it has resolved the last issues with the Panama free-trade agreement, clearing the way 
for it to go to Congress along with proposed pacts with South Korea and Colombia.  The Panama agreement 
will eliminate duties immediately on half of U.S. farm exports, including high-quality beef, frozen turkeys, 
sorghum, soybeans, soybean meal, crude soybean and corn oil. 
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2011/04/19/panama-trade-pact-ready-for-congress/  
 
Dry Weather Spurs Wheat Rally, Wall Street Journal, April 19 
U.S. wheat prices rose on fears that dry weather will reduce global output. Leading prices higher were 
forecasts for continued dryness in key growing areas of the U.S., China and Europe. Traders are assessing the 
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uncertain condition of crops in the Northern Hemisphere after poor weather cut into global output last year. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703916004576271092511885036.html 

SEE ALSO: India Monsoon Likely Normal, Wall Street Journal, April 20 
Forecasts of a good monsoon season will provide some respite to policy makers, who are struggling 
to keep food price inflation from spiraling out of control. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703922504576272291574397056.html 

 
Trade Deals Require Involvement from Obama and Other Heads of State, Opinion, Daniel M. Price, 
Washington Post, April 18 
The Obama administration is helpfully moving forward on bilateral trade deals with Korea, Colombia and 
0ÁÎÁÍÁȢ "ÕÔ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÔÁÌËÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ 4ÒÁÄÅ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÍÐÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ρπÔÈ ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ 74/ȭÓ 
ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÌÉËÅÎÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ Á ÓÔÕÃË ÍÕÌÅȟ ×ÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á ȰÇÒÁÖÅ ÒÉÓËȱ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅȢ !Ô ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
only heads of state and government ɂ leaders, not trade officials ɂ who can get the mule unstuck. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/trade-deals-require-involvement-from-obama-and-other-heads-
of-state/2011/04/18/AFNOqp0D_story.html 
 
Playing With Your Food, Wall Street Journal, April 18 
Investors are pouring money into crop-focused ETFs. But it isn't as much of a no-brainer as they might think.  
Corn costs more than twice what it did last June. Wheat futures have shot up by three-quarters. Soybeans 
have soared by nearly half.  For lots of investors, those are mouth-watering numbersɂand they're snapping 
up exchange-traded products that specialize in agriculture. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704425804576220842526710206.html 
 
All Talks, No Action, Charles Kenny, Foreign Policy, April 18 
The Doha round of World Trade Organization talks is teetering once again on the edge of total collapse, about 
to miss yet another absolute and final deadline for an agreement. There are plenty of incredibly valuable 
trade reforms that poor countries can carry out without a global agreement. There are a range of trade 
barriers in place in developing countries that don't make sense. With little local political opposition to 
overcome in these cases, there's no need for a WTO-style international grand bargain to push them through. 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/04/18/all_talks_no_action?page=full 
 
G20 Ministers Pledge Cooperation in Crisis, Christian Science Monitor, April 17 
Global finance ministers and central bankers concluded talks with pledges of greater cooperation to avert 
another financial crisis, leaving uncertain how far they would go in changing their domestic policies in 
response to international pressures. World Bank President Robert Zoellick called the surge in food prices the 
biggest threat to the world's poor, with 44 million more people being pushed into poverty over the past year. 
http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/Latest-News-Wires/2011/0417/G20-ministers-pledge-cooperation-
in-crisis 

SEE ALSO: G-20 Final Communiqué: 
http://www.g20.org/Documents2011/04/G20%20Washington%2014-15%20April%202011%20-
%20final%20communique.pdf 

 
China’s Inflation Poses Big Threat to Global Trade, New York Times, April 17 
As the US and Europe struggle to get their economies rolling again, China is having the opposite problem: 
figuring out how to keep its revved-up growth engine from generating runaway inflation. High inflation 
ÅÎÄÁÎÇÅÒÓ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ low-cost workshop for the world. The fear among some experts is that the 
bubble will eventually burst, leading to a wave of nonperforming loans at the big state-owned Chinese banks. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/18/business/global/18yuan.html 

SEE ALSO: Higher Production Costs Shift Chinese Manufacturing, VOA News, April 20 
#ÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇÌÙ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÐÒÏÆÉÔÓ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ 
same timeȟ ÔÈÅ ÙÕÁÎȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÁËÅÓ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÅØÐÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÁÓȢ #ÈÉÎÁȭÓ ÒÕÌÉÎÇ 
Communist Party has made clear it wants to hold the line on prices. The government is working to 
tamp down inflation to make sure high prices for food and housing do not spark unrest. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/east-pacific/Higher-Production-Costs-Shift-Chinese-
Manufacturing-120275004.html 
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Ugandan Protesters Ordered Shot for Walking to Work, Washington Times, April 20 
More than 100 people were arrested and about 45 injured in a wave of civil disobedience over the past week, 
as disgruntled Ugandans walked to work to protest high fuel and food price. The price of corn is up 114 
percent from last year. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2011/apr/20/ugandas-president-orders-soldiers-to-shoot-
protest/?page=1 

SEE ALSO: Consumers, Traders feel the Burn as Prices Skyrocket, IRIN News, April 21 
Low- and middle-income earners across eastern and central Africa are reeling from the mounting 
cost of living brought on by a sharp increase in commodity prices in the past few months. Protests 
and demonstrations against the rising cost of food and fuel have swept across several towns in Kenya 
and Uganda; violent clashes between demonstrators and security forces have been reported.  
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportID=92546 
SEE ALSO: Kenyans Outraged Over Rising Fuel Prices, VOA News, April 20 
Discontent is rising in Kenya's public and private sectors over the record-setting price of fuel. The 
price of fuel is reaching new heights in Kenya. The impact is beginning to spread into other staple 
items such as flour and corn.  Corn prices in Kenya have jumped 27 percent in the last three months. 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/east/Kenyans-Outraged-Over-Rising-Fuel-Prices-
120276219.html 

 
World Bank: Rising Food Prices Pose Imminent Threat, Wall Street Journal, April 16 
Spiking food prices have pushed the world's poor countries to "one shock away from a full-blown crisis," the 
head of the World Bank warned. "This is the biggest threat today to the world's poor, where we risk loosing a 
generation," World Bank President Robert Zoellick at a press briefing on encouraging global development. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704487904576267542922524946.html 

SEE ALSO: IMF Nations Discuss ‘Significant Risks’ of Rising Global Food Prices, Huffington Post, 
April 17 
IMF member countries sought to bridge sharp differences over the global economy, acknowledging 
that rising inflation in emerging markets poses a risk to rich countries too.  Addressing one of their 
biggest challenges, the 187 IMF nations recognized the alarm among developing countries about 
huge inflows of speculative cash that are stoking their growth but also their inflation rates. 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/17/imf-inflation-nations-problem_n_850179.html 

 
Japan’s Road to Recovery and Rebirth, Opinion, Naoto Kan, Prime Minister of Japan, Washington Post, April 
15 
On behalf of the Japanese people, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude for the outpouring of support 
and solidarity we have received from more than 130 countries, nearly 40 international organizations, 
numerous nongovernmental organizations and countless individuals from all parts of the world. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/japans_road_to_recovery_and_rebirth/2011/04/14/AF9CJ2kD_s
tory.html  
 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 
 
Media Articles: 
 
DuPont to Continue Talks with Danisco, Wall Street Journal, April 21 
The head of DuPont Co. gave a clear signal that she will walk away and consider other acquisitions if 
shareholders in Denmark's Danisco A/S don't accept its cash offer of $5.8 billion next week.  DuPont 
executives said they remain confident that the purchase of the food and enzymes specialist will be completed, 
though it has had to extend the tender offer twice after a muted response from investors. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703983704576276534050591192.html 
 
Fed Should Worry More About Economic Stimulus Than Inflation, Wall Street Journal, April 20 
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Federal Reserve officials are correct to worry more about stimulating the U.S. economy than about 
inflationary price pressures bubbling in the fuel and food sectors, the chairman and chief executive of Deere & 
Co said. Deere is expanding its lines of smaller tractors and combines in India and China, and pricing the 
machinery for farmers transitioning to mechanized methods of farming. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704658704576275121229314268.html 
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